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If applicable, describe any of the project’s areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by
agencies and the public.

Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.


	Print Form Button: 
	Text Field: 
	Project Title: Fish Passage and Habitat Improvements to Dry Creek
	Lead Agency: Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board
	Contact Name: Greg Hendricks
	Email: Greg.Hendricks@Waterboards.ca.gov
	Phone Number: 916-464-4709
	Project Location: Beale Air Force Base, Wheatland, Penn Valley - Yuba and Nevada Counties
	Project Description: Two barriers currently inhibit fish passage on Dry Creek: 1) the River Mile (RM) 6.2 Low Flow Crossing approximately 7.35 miles downstream from the Beale AFB boundary, and 2) Beale Lake Dam on Beale AFB. As a result, anadromous salmonids native to Dry Creek are restricted in their ability to pass through these last remaining obstacles to access their native spawning grounds. Under the Proposed Activity, the RM 6.2 Low Flow Crossing would be removed and a low flow stream channel would be constructed; Beale Lake Dam and the existing fish ladder would be fully removed and the Beale Lake area would be re-graded and restored to a free-flowing reach of Dry Creek; and four locations upstream of Beale Air Force Base would receive gravel injections outside of the natural low flow channel, within the floodplain, to allow the material to be naturally distributed downstream of the injection sites during high flow events, improving spawning habitat for salmonids that would now be able to access these reaches of Dry Creek. The aboveground extent of an abandoned sewer pipe will also be removed.
	Project's Effects: Proposed mitigation measures to ensure that this will not impact cultural and tribal cultural resources include cordoning off of known tribal cultural resources with orange construction fencing and exclusion of construction equipment within these boundaries. Two bridges located near the gravel injection sites will be excluded from use, and a third will be protected by use of weight dispersal plates. Cultural resources awareness training will be completed by all construction personnel to ensure appropriate work practices to protect cultural resources. An archaeological monitor will be present to witness all ground-disturbing activities. A tribal monitor from the United Auburn Indian Community will be allowed to observe all project activities as they see fit, with prior coordination with Beale Air Force Base Cultural Resources personnel. Should human remains, artifacts, or other archaeological materials be discovered during the course of action, all ground-disturbing activities at the point of discovery and within a 100-ft exclusionary area will be halted and the Beale AFB Cultural Resources Manager notified to determine next steps.

All in-water work will be conducted during the dry season within appropriate time of year restrictions to minimize impacts to water resources and biological resources.
	Areas of Controversy: The United Auburn Indian Community (UAIC) has requested to remain informed of project activities, and in particular, ground-disturbing activities. Both the Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board and the U.S. Air Force at Beale Air Force Base are in communication with UAIC to ensure all parties are satisfied. Mitigation measures are included in the Environmental Assessment that stipulate that UAIC will be allowed to observe these activities.
	List of Agencies: Lead Agencies:
NEPA: U.S. Air Force and U.S Fish and Wildlife Service
CEQA: Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board

Responsible/Trustee Agencies:
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
Central Valley Flood Protection Board
Office of Historic Preservation
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
California Department of Fish and Wildlife
Native American Heritage Commission
State Lands Commission



