








No increase in enrollment is proposed as part of this project. 

Categorical Exemption Analysis 

Class 14 Exemption 

The Noddin Elementary School Relocatable Classroom Project qualifies for 
Exemption under CEQA Categorical Exemptions, Class 14 exemption, which applies to 
minor additions to existing school facilities ( assuming no exceptions to the 
exemptions apply). 

The Class 14 Exemption (CEQA Guidelines Section 15314) applies to minor additions to 
schools that increase student capacity by no more than 25% or an increase of 10 
classrooms, whichever is less. By adding the three new classrooms, with an estimated 
student increase of 12%, the proposed project is below the threshold.2 Therefore this 
exemption would apply. 

Analysis of Possible Exceptions to Class 14 Exemption 

The Class 14 Exemption is subject to the following exceptions: 

• Cumulative Impact. This exception would apply if the project were to contribute to 
significant impacts to a resource in combination with other proposed new 
development nearby. A paving project involving surfacing about 4100 sq. ft. of the 
play field with asphalt is also proposed at the school. Although construction of the 
two projects may overlap, no overlapping off-site impacts are anticipated, and 
cumulative on-site noise and air pollution impacts are expected to be minimal. No 
off-site projects are known to be proposed. 

• Scenic Highways. This exception would apply if the project were to result in 
damage to scenic resources within a scenic highway corridor. The project site is not 
within or visible from any designated scenic highways, so this exception would not 
apply. The buildings would not create a visual impact in the neighborhood because 
they will be protected by trees and other existing portables nearby on campus. 
Thus, there will not be a significant view between the two portables and the 
surrounding neighborhood. 

• Hazardous Waste Sites. This exception would apply if the project were to be 
located on a hazardous waste site listed pursuant to California Government Code 
section 65962.5. A search of the State Envirostor database conducted on January 
20, 2020, found no listed hazardous wastes sites on or within two miles of the 

2 The student capacity increase from adding two relocatable classrooms is estimated at approximately 50 
students, which is 8% of 2019-20 enrollment (622 students and 25:1 student to teacher ratio, source: 
https:Ilwww.publicschoolreview.com/guadalupe-elementary-school-profile /9 512 0). 



school site. (http://www.envirostor.dtsc.ca.gov/public/map/?global id=21880002) 

• Historical Resources. This exception would apply if the project were to potentially 
significantly adversely affect an historical resource. The proposed project includes 
no alterations to the existing school buildings, and therefore would not have the 
potential to adversely affect any historical resources. 

• Significant Effect. The exception would apply if the project would have the 
potential for a significant effect to the environment due to unusual circumstances. 
Unusual circumstances may include historic structures, hazardous materials 
contamination, protected species or habitats, and other similar conditions. There 
are no other unusual circumstances on the site and there is no potential for 
significant effect, therefore this exception would not apply. 

Conclusions 

As discussed above, the project is within the parameters of the Class 14 Exemption. 
Further, none of the exceptions to the exemption would apply. Therefore, this exemption 
would apply to the proposed project. 




