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Lower Alameda Creek Fish Restoration in Flood Control District Zone 5, Cities of 
Fremont and Union City, California – Initial Study with Mitigated Negative 
Declaration/Environmental Assessment (ISMND/EA) 
 
Dear Jim Browne: 
 
Thank you for including the California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) in 
the environmental review process for this project.  We are committed to 
ensuring that impacts to the State’s multimodal transportation system and to our 
natural environment are identified and mitigated to support a safe, sustainable, 
integrated and efficient transportation system.  The following comments are 
based on our review of the February 2020 ISMND/EA. 
 
Project Understanding 
The Alameda County Flood Control and Water Conservation District proposes 1) 
the optimization of the existing low flow channel within the 230-foot wide flood 
control channel (Alameda Creek) from the scour pool immediately downstream 
of the BART Weir to about 600 feet downstream of the Union Pacific Railroad 
crossing, 2) modification of the RD2/Larinier fishway concrete structure, 3) 
modification of existing grade control structures, 4) modification of bridge 
footings in the channel, 5) modification of UPRR bridge footing in the channel, 6) 
protect PG&E gas main channel crossing upstream of UPRR, 7) installation of a 
new modified grade control structure, 8) installation of boulders to improve 
habitat, and 9) planting native shrubs and grasses on the new low flow channel 
terrace or flood plain between the levees. An overpass that carries Interstate (I)-
880 over Alameda Creek is located within the project area. 
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Hydraulics 
Caltrans has an existing outfall culvert with sacked concrete slope protection at 
the southbound embankment that should be identified and worked around (see 
attached as-built plan). 

According to Appendix A, Existing and Proposed Profiles, it appears that at the 
riverbed at the I-880 overcrossing will be raised. Please ensure that this reduced 
cross section can accommodate flows by completing a hydraulics analysis. This 
analysis should be reviewed and approved by Caltrans. 

Utilities 
Any utilities that are proposed, moved or modified within Caltrans’ Right-of-Way 
(ROW) shall be discussed. If utilities are impacted by the project, provide site 
plans that show the location of existing and/or proposed utilities. These 
modifications require a Caltrans-issued encroachment permit. 

Lead Agency 
As the Lead Agency, the Alameda County Flood Control and Water 
Conservation District is responsible for all project mitigation, including any 
needed improvements to the State Transportation Network (STN). The project’s 
fair share contribution, financing, scheduling, implementation responsibilities and 
lead agency monitoring should be fully discussed for all proposed mitigation 
measures.  
 
Encroachment Permit 
Please be advised due to work being performed near I-880, an encroachment 
permit will likely be required. To obtain an encroachment permit, a completed 
encroachment permit application, environmental documentation, six (6) sets of 
plans clearly indicating the State ROW, and six (6) copies of signed, dated and 
stamped (include stamp expiration date) traffic control plans must be submitted 
to: Office of Encroachment Permits, Caltrans District 4, P.O. Box 23660, Oakland, 
CA 94623-0660. To download the permit application and obtain more 
information, visit https://dot.ca.gov/programs/traffic-
operations/ep/applications. 
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