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NOTICE OF PREPARATION AND SCOPING NOTICE 

Environmental Impact Report 

for the 

Proposed Reacquisition of 12,214 Acre-Feet per Year of Suspended State Water 

Project Table A Amount 

February 14, 2020 

INTRODUCTION 

Pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), the Central Coast Water Authority 

(CCWA) will be the Lead Agency and will prepare an Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for the 

proposed Reacquisition of 12,214 Acre-Feet per Year of Suspended State Water Project 

Table A Amount (proposed project). 

BACKGROUND 

In 1963, the Santa Barbara County Flood Control and Water Conservation District (District) and 

the Department of Water Resources (DWR) executed a Water Supply Contract to receive water 

service of up to 57,700 acre-feet per year (AFY) of “Table A” water1 from the State Water 

Project (SWP) to Santa Barbara County (Contract). In 1981, the District and DWR executed an 

amendment to the Contract (Amendment No. 9) that reduced the District’s maximum annual 

Table A amount from 57,700 to 45,486 AFY. In 1987, a settlement and compromise agreement 

between DWR and the District gave the District the right to reacquire all or a portion of the 

12,214 AFY relinquished in 1981. The District maintained a right to reacquire the 12,214 AFY in 

the settlement and compromise agreement until 1988, which was extended by DWR on 

numerous occasions. 

In 1991, CCWA was formed by eight public agencies located within Santa Barbara County 

(CCWA Members)2 to manage construction and operation of the Coastal Branch Aqueduct of 

the SWP on behalf of CCWA Members and other participants (collectively, Participants). Also in 

1991, pursuant to the Transfer of Financial Responsibility Agreement between the District and 

CCWA, CCWA agreed to be bound by all of the terms and conditions of the Contract and the 

                                                            
1 The quantity of water contracted for is identified in Table A of the Contract and therefore is referred to 

as "Table A" water. 
2 CCWA Members include: City of Buellton, City of Guadalupe, City of Santa Barbara, City of Santa 

Maria, Goleta Water District, Montecito Water District, Carpinteria Valley Water District, and Santa 
Ynez River Water Conservation District, Improvement District No. 1. 
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District delegated to, and CCWA assumed, all operational and financial responsibility for the 

Contract, including making all payments to DWR for water supply deliveries to Santa Barbara 

County. However, the District remains the contracting party to the Contract. In 2007, and then 

again in 2015, CCWA made requests to DWR to reacquire the 12,214 AFY Table A amount 

previously relinquished by Amendment No. 9 of the Contract for use by one or more of CCWA’s 

Members.3 

State Water Project 

Managed by DWR, the SWP is the largest state-owned, multi-purpose, user-financed water 

storage and delivery system in the United States. SWP facilities deliver water through contracts 

between DWR and 29 State Water Contractors (Contractors), including the District, throughout 

California. The Contractors receive water service from the SWP in exchange for paying all costs 

that are associated with the planning, constructing, operating, and maintaining the SWP 

facilities and that are attributable to water supply. The Contractors include local water agencies 

and districts legislatively enabled to serve irrigation, municipal, and industrial water supply 

customers or retail water supply agencies throughout Northern California, the San Francisco 

Bay Area, the San Joaquin Valley, the Central Coast, and Southern California. For all the 

Contractors, SWP water supplements supplies from other sources within each Contractor’s 

respective service areas, including groundwater, local surface water, other imported water 

supplies, recycled water, and desalinated water. 

State Water Project Deliveries 

SWP Table A amount is specified in each Contractor’s contract in a schedule that sets forth the 

maximum annual amount of water that may be requested to be delivered (Annual Table A 

amount). The Annual Table A amount in each Contractor’s contract increased over time until it 

reached a maximum Annual Table A amount (see Table 1). The Contractor contracts were 

structured to reflect anticipated increasing population and water demand, estimated by DWR and 

the Contractors, and completion of SWP facilities. The current combined maximum Annual 

Table A amount for all Contractors is 4.172 million AFY. 

Whenever the available supply of Table A water determined by DWR is less than the total of all 

Contractors’ requests, the available supply of Table A water is allocated among all Contractors 

in proportion to each Contractor’s Annual Table A amount relative to the total Annual Table A 

amounts pursuant to Article 18 of the Contract. 

                                                            
3 In 2016, DWR, the District and CCWA entered into a Lead Agency Agreement designating CCWA as 

the lead agency for the proposed project. 
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TABLE 1 
MAXIMUM ANNUAL TABLE A AMOUNTS 

SWP Contractors Table A Amount (AF) Type 

Alameda County FC&WCD, Zone 7 80,619 M&I1 

Alameda County WD 42,000 M&I 

Antelope Valley-East Kern WA 144,844 M&I/Agricultural2 

Butte County 27,500 M&I 

Santa Clarita WA (formerly Castaic Lake WA) 95,200 M&I 

Coachella Valley WD 138,350 M&I 

Crestline-Lake Arrowhead WA 5,800 M&I 

Desert WA 55,750 M&I 

Dudley Ridge WD 41,350 Agricultural 

Empire West Side ID 3,000 Agricultural 

Kern County WA 982,730 Agricultural/M&I3 

Kings County 9,305 Agricultural 

Littlerock Creek ID 2,300 M&I 

Mojave WA 89,800 M&I 

Metropolitan WDSC 1,911,500 M&I 

Napa County FC&WCD 29,025 M&I 

Oak Flat WD 5,700 Agricultural 

Palmdale WD 21,300 M&I 

Plumas County FC&WCD 2,700 M&I 

San Bernardino Valley Metropolitan WD 102,600 M&I 

San Gabriel Valley Municipal WD 28,800 M&I 

San Gorgonio Pass WA 17,300 M&I 

San Luis Obispo County FC&WCD 25,000 M&I 

Santa Barbara County FC&WCD 45,486 M&I 

Santa Clara Valley WD 100,000 M&I 

Solano County WA 47,756 M&I 

Tulare Lake Basin WSD 87,471 Agricultural 

Ventura County FCD 20,000 M&I 

Yuba City 9,600 M&I 

Total 4,172,786  

NOTES: 

1. Municipal and Industrial. 
2. Approximately 25 percent of Antelope Valley-East Kern WAs SWP water is used by agriculture. 
3. Approximately 15 percent of Kern County WA’s Annual Table A amount is classified as municipal and industrial (M&I). 

SOURCE: California Department of Water Resources – State Water Project Analysis Office 
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Central Coast SWP Facilities 

SWP water is delivered to the Central Coast from the California Aqueduct via the Coastal 

Branch Aqueduct and pipeline (collectively, the Coastal Branch). Constructed in two phases and 

completed in 1997, the Coastal Branch is a component of the SWP system (see Figure 1). The 

Coastal Branch extends from Kettleman City in Kings County to Tank No. 5, just north of 

Vandenberg Air Force Base, in Santa Barbara County. The Coastal Branch consists of 

143 miles of pipeline, five pumping plants, a water treatment plant, and four water storage 

tanks. Phase 1 of the Coastal Branch was completed in 1968 and includes two pumping plants 

and a 15-mile canal extending from the California Aqueduct near the Kings-Kern County line 

westerly to Devil’s Den Pumping Plant. Phase II of the Coastal Branch, completed in 1997, 

consists of the 101-mile long pipeline from Devil’s Den Pumping Plant to Tank No. 5 in Santa 

Barbara County. South of the Coastal Branch is a 42-mile long pipeline owned and operated by 

CCWA, which extends from Tank No. 5 to Lake Cachuma (CCWA Extension). See Figure 2. 

DWR designed and constructed Phase I of the Coastal Branch to have the capacity to convey 

57,700 AFY to Santa Barbara County. DWR designed and constructed Phase II of the Coastal 

Branch to convey the District’s full Table A amount of 45,486 AF to Santa Barbara County and 

4,830 AFY of San Luis Obispo County Flood Control and Water Conservation District’s 

25,000 AFY Table A amount on an annual basis (total capacity of 50,316 AFY). Therefore, the 

maximum conveyance capacity of the SWP facilities to Santa Barbara County is 45,486 AFY. 

The design capacity of the CCWA Extension from Tank No. 5 to Lake Cachuma is further 

reduced. See Figure 2. While the Coastal Branch and the CCWA Extension are each physically 

capable of delivering more than their respective design capacities, any excess capacity is highly 

dependent on a number of operational circumstances, including but not limited to: the timing 

and extent of DWR’s SWP deliveries to the Coastal Branch; the timing and extent of SWP 

deliveries to San Luis Obispo County Flood Control and Water Conservation District in San Luis 

Obispo County, another Contractor that uses a portion of the Coastal Branch; the timing and 

extent of SWP deliveries to the Participants in Santa Barbara County; the timing and extent of 

maintenance and repair activities along the Coastal Branch and CCWA Extension, including 

periodic system shutdowns; and capacity restraints resulting from pumping water into Lake 

Cachuma for later delivery to CCWA Participants located south of Lake Cachuma. The 

magnitude of this additional operational capacity is highly variable. 

Santa Barbara County SWP Deliveries 

As previously described, initially the District executed a Contract with DWR to receive water 

service of up to 57,700 AFY of water from the SWP. In 1981, DWR and the District agreed to 

reduce the District’s Table A amount by 12,214 AFY from 57,700 to 45,486 AFY through 

Contract amendment, reducing the total maximum Table A amount to all 29 Contractors by 

12,214 AFY from 4,185,000 to 4,172,786 AFY (see Table 1). The total annual amount of SWP 

water allocated to each Contractor is currently based on its annual Table A amount in proportion  
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Figure 1-1 Names and Locations of Primary Water Delivery Facilities, December 31, 2010

Proposed Reacquisition of 12,214 Acre-feet per Year of Suspended State Water Project Table A Amount

Figure 1
Primary State Water Project Water Delivery Facilities

SOURCE: California Department of 
Water Resources, Bullentin 132-16, 
June 2017 
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Figure 1-1 Names and Locations of Primary Water Delivery Facilities, December 31, 2010
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Figure 2
Central Coast Water Authority Delivery Facilities

SOURCE: Central Coast Water
Authority

D
17

01
45

.0
0 

- 
C

C
W

A
 R

ea
cq

ui
si

tio
n 

of
 S

us
p

en
d

ed
 T

ab
le

 A
\0

5 
G

ra
p

hi
cs

-G
IS

-M
od

el
in

g\
Ill

us
tr

at
or

N Not to scale



 

Reacquisition of 12,214 Acre-Feet per Year of Suspended State Water Project Table A Amount 7 
Notice of Preparation February 2020 
 
20300882.5 

to 4,172,786 AFY. If the 12,214 AFY reacquired Table A amount is added to the District’s 

Table A amount approved for CCWA, the total Table A amount of SWP water allocated to all 

Contractors will be 4,185,000 AFY. However, the total amount of SWP water available for 

allocation to all Contractors in any year will not change. 

After its formation in 1991, CCWA contracted with its Members and other Participants to 

allocate the Table A amount of 45,486 AF in the amounts shown in Table 2. 

TABLE 2 
CCWA PARTICIPANTS’ TABLE A AMOUNTS 

CCWA Participants AFY 

Buellton, City of* 578 

Carpinteria Valley Water District* 2,000 

Golden State Water Company 500 

Goleta Water District* 7,000 

Guadalupe, City of* 550 

La Cumbre Mutual Water Company 1,000 

Montecito Water District* 3,000 

Morehart Land Company 200 

Raytheon Systems Company 50 

Santa Barbara, City of* 3,000 

Santa Maria, City of* 16,200 

Santa Ynez RWCD, Improvement District No. 1* 2,000 

Vandenberg Air Force Base 5,500 

TOTAL Participant Project Allocation 41,578 

CCWA Drought Buffer** 3,908 

TOTAL Table A (Amendment No. 9) 45,486 

Proposed project (Reacquired Table A) 12,214 

TOTAL Table A (1963 State Water Contract) 57,700 

NOTES: 

* Designates CCWA Members 
** Drought buffer is a term used to identify a source of supply within the SWP system that will provide 

a higher level of reliability during times of drought and low DWR Table A deliveries. 

SOURCE: CCWA 2015 Urban Water Management Plan, June 2016. 

 

Table 3.A shows deliveries to all Contractors for the period 1998 to 2019. Table 3.B shows 

deliveries of CCWA’s Table A amount to Participants from 1998 through 2019. 
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TABLE 3.A 
STATE WATER PROJECT 1970–2019 HISTORICAL WATER ALLOCATIONS AND DELIVERIES (AF) 

Year 
Initial Table A 

Requests 
Final Allocation 

Percentage 
SWP Water 
Deliveries1 

Other Water 
Deliveries2 

Total 
Deliveries 

1970 261,800 80% 365,841 24,225 390,066 

1971 375,590 99% 651,921 18,646 670,567 

1972 600,354 90% 1,034,123 7,414 1,041,537 

1973 927,645 100% 990,876 19,237 1,010,113 

1974 969,306 101% 1,289,999 19,401 1,309,400 

1975 1,374,330 100% 1,844,675 26,281 1,870,956 

1976 1,503,191 100% 1,953,112 8,534 1,961,646 

1977 1,660,138 70% 574,451 334,458 908,909 

1978 1,824,826 98% 1,468,914 69,202 1,538,116 

1979 1,833,508 90% 2,302,726 92,944 2,395,670 

1980 1,867,472 84% 1,927,894 30,173 1,958,067 

1981 1,851,165 81% 2,813,990 77,860 2,891,850 

1982 2,351,350 91% 1,953,190 101,401 2,054,591 

1983 2,301,797 85% 1,195,376 80,012 1,275,388 

1984 1,563,620 58% 1,851,410 65,415 1,916,825 

1985 1,862,709 66% 2,293,762 74,032 2,367,794 

1986 2,336,808 71% 2,032,256 33,119 2,065,375 

1987 2,532,715 73% 2,228,822 17,264 2,246,086 

1988 2,658,355 73% 2,376,373 6,794 2,383,167 

1989 2,999,451 76% 2,853,747 84,422 2,938,169 

1990 3,213,690 63% 2,582,241 68,358 2,650,599 

1991 3,484,027 16% 864,462 223,653 1,088,115 

1992 3,630,618 40% 1,472,764 46,371 1,519,135 

1993 3,846,195 93% 2,315,860 19,284 2,335,144 

1994 3,841,096 46% 1,861,976 108,440 1,970,416 

1995 2,649,767 56% 2,031,423 30,964 2,062,387 

1996 2,708,157 66% 2,545,224 29,791 2,575,015 

1997 2,977,246 73% 2,285,385 94,721 2,380,106 

1998 3,191,045 78% 1,745,897 99,252 1,845,149 

1999 3,214,259 78% 2,896,960 26,302 2,923,262 

2000 3,616,645 90% 3,487,292 97,375 3,584,667 

2001 4,124,136 39% 1,627,436 414,682 2,042,118 

2002 3,913,698 70% 2,717,798 132,417 2,850,215 

2003 4,126,926 90% 3,065,241 102,363 3,167,604 
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TABLE 3.A 
STATE WATER PROJECT 1970–2019 HISTORICAL WATER ALLOCATIONS AND DELIVERIES (AF) 

Year 
Initial Table A 

Requests 
Final Allocation 

Percentage 
SWP Water 
Deliveries1 

Other Water 
Deliveries2 

Total 
Deliveries 

2004 4,128,811 65% 2,864,342 255,236 3,119,578 

2005 4,125,686 90% 3,558,339 68,665 3,627,004 

2006 4,126,831 100% 3,594,688 96,880 3,691,568 

2007 4,066,854 60% 2,490,970 505,659 2,996,629 

2008 4,165,931 35% 1,246,969 703,999 1,950,968 

2009 4,166,376 40% 1,427,733 506,002 1,933,735 

2010 4,158,246 50% 2,039,332 621,628 2,660,960 

2011 4,172,126 80% 3,268,263 328,486 3,596,749 

2012 4,172,256 65% 2,593,699 254,383 2,848,082 

2013 4,172,396 35% 1,623,212 484,360 2,107,572 

2014 4,172,536 5% 477,477 602,362 1,079,839 

2015 4,172,686 20% 847,237 528,299 1,375,536 

2016 4,172,786 60% 2,025,210 274,469 2,299,679 

2017 4,172,786 85% 3,403,278 329,249 3,732,527 

2018 4,172,786 35% 1,569,626 415,097 1,984,723 

2019 4,172,786 75% 2,818,259 231,249 3,049,508 

1. Includes Table A, Carryover Water, Article 21, Pool Water Program and other SWP water. 
2. Includes Water Bank Recovery, Delivery of Backup Water, Dry Year Purchase and Temporary Transfer, and Other Non-SWP Water. 

 

TABLE 3.B 
SANTA BARBARA COUNTY FC&WCD 

Year 
Approved 

Allocation (AF) Table A Year 
Approved 

Allocation (AF) Table A 

1998 38986 18618 2009 18194 4961 

1999 45486 20137 2010 22743 8640 

2000 40937 22741 2011 36389 29132 

2001 17740 14285 2012 29566 20874 

2002 31840 24166 2013 15920 3252 

2003 40937 24312 2014 2274 289 

2004 29566 29358 2015 9097 4973 

2005 40937 22981 2016 27292 12003 

2006 45486 19255 2017 38663 25243 

2007 27292 24760 2018 15920 11415 

2008 15920 11311 2019 34115 18639 
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The Participants take delivery of SWP water from CCWA and deliver it to their customers. 

From time to time, CCWA contracts with one or more Participants for the participation in specific 

projects. To date, the following Participants have elected to participate in the proposed project: 

City of Santa Maria, Santa Ynez River Water Conservation District, Improvement District No. 1 

(ID No. 1), Carpinteria Valley Water District, and Montecito Water District (proposed project 

Beneficiaries). The service areas of each of the Participants, including the proposed project 

Beneficiaries, are identified in Figure 2. 

NEED FOR PROJECT 

Operational constraints of the SWP (demand, design capacity, hydrology, water rights, and 

regulatory and other environmental protection constraints) affect how much and when water can 

be exported and delivered through the system. Each year DWR determines the percent allocation 

of the Table A amount that will be delivered based upon a number of variables including 

hydrologic and regulatory constraints, reservoir storage, accretions, and transportation losses. In 

the 28 years that CCWA has been in operation, SWP water supply allocations range from a high 

of 100 percent to a low of 5 percent of the 45,486 AFY. See Table 3.A. The long-term reliability of 

the Table A water is 62 percent (current average annual reliability). In the future, the reliability of 

SWP deliveries will continue to be influenced by factors such as climate change and operational 

pumping restrictions, which in turn are anticipated to reduce SWP delivery reliability further. 

Reacquisition of the 12,214 AFY Table A amount would increase the quantity of Table A water 

otherwise available for delivery by DWR to CCWA because the contracted Table A amount 

would be greater. If SWP reliability increases or remains the same as historical reliability, under 

the proposed project, more water would be available for delivery to CCWA as compared to the 

existing condition. If SWP reliability decreases as compared to historical reliability, the proposed 

project would serve to offset this decrease in whole or in part. 

PROJECT AREA 

The study area for the proposed project is the SWP service area, which includes the water 

delivery facilities and service areas of all 29 Contractors (see Figure 3). Within the SWP service 

area is CCWA’s service area, which is co-extensive with the boundaries of CCWA Members. 

The CCWA service area represents approximately 91 percent of the assessed valuation of all 

lands subject to taxation in Santa Barbara County. Within CCWA’s service area are the service 

areas of each of the proposed project Beneficiaries. 
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Figure 1-1 Names and Locations of Primary Water Delivery Facilities, December 31, 2010
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Figure 1-2 Names, Locations, and First Year of Service of Long-term Contracting Agencies, 
December 31, 2010
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Plumas County Flood Control and Water Conservation District, 1970
County of Butte, 1971
City of Yuba City, 1984
Napa County Flood Control and Water Conservation District, 1968
Solano County Water Agency, 1986
Alameda County Flood Control and Water Conservation District–Zone 7, 1962
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San Bernardino Valley Municipal Water District, 1972
San Gabriel Valley Municipal Water District, 1974
San Gorgonio Pass Water Agency, 2003
Desert Water Agency, 1973
Coachella Valley Water District, 1973
The Metropolitan Water District of Southern California, 1973 East Branch Service
Indicates small contractor located within a larger contractor area                                

State Water Project Contractors' Service AreasPublic Water Agency’s Service Areas

Figure 2
Public Water Agency’s Service Areas

SOURCE: California Department of Water Resources,
Bulletin 132-16, June 2017

SWP Water Supply Amendments for Water Management and California Water�x . 120002.08

Proposed Reacquisition of 12,214 Acre-feet per Year of Suspended State Water Project Table A Amount

Figure 3
Public Water Agency’s Service Areas

SOURCE: California Department of 
Water Resources, Bullentin 132-16, 
June 2017 
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PROJECT OBJECTIVES

The overall objective of the proposed project is to increase reliability of water supplies, including 
SWP Table A amounts, in the project area. Specifically, the objectives of the proposed project are:

 Depending on the future reliability of the SWP, increase the reliability of CCWA’s water
supply, or offset, in whole or in part, decreases in the reliability of CCWA’s water supply;

 Depending on the future reliability of the SWP, increase the reliability each project
Beneficiary’s SWP supply, or offset, in whole or in part, decreases in the SWP reliability of 
each project Beneficiary;

 Depending on the future reliability of the SWP, increase the reliability of each project
Beneficiary’s water supply portfolio, or offset, in whole or in part, decreases in the reliability
of each project Beneficiary’s water supply portfolio;

 Increase Santa Barbara County’s resiliency to drought and climate change;

 Depending on the future reliability of the SWP, provide a supplemental supply to augment
local groundwater supplies and offset increased pressure on groundwater supplies within 
Santa Barbara County;

 Depending on the future reliability of the SWP, minimize the need to buy costly short-term
supplemental water supplies to off-set water shortages and reduced reliability; and

 Maximize utilization of existing water storage rights.

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

The proposed project is the reacquisition of 12,214 AFY Table A amount of water

(12,214 AFY) by CCWA, for delivery by CCWA to the proposed project Beneficiaries, and 
ultimately for the Beneficiaries’ delivery to their individual customers. Implementation of the 
proposed project would increase the maximum Table A amount for delivery to Santa Barbara 
County to 57,700 AFY, but would not change the Table A amounts in the contracts of any of the 
other 28 Contractors. The proposed project will require amendment of the Contract and the 
approval of CCWA, the District on behalf of CCWA, and DWR.

Table 4 shows the increased Table A supply that would be available to each of the Beneficiaries 
as a result of the proposed project.

Due to the capacity constraints of the Coastal Branch and the CCWA Extension, if the

12,214 AFY of Table A is reacquired, during years that the District on behalf of CCWA is 
allocated more than 45,486 AF, such as in 100 percent allocation years, CCWA may not be able 
to take delivery of more than 45,486 AFY. Depending on the future reliability of the SWP, the 
proposed project may increase the reliability of CCWA’s Table A amount, or offset, in whole or

in part, decreases in SWP reliability. See Table 5. Outside of Santa Barbara County, the amount 
of water allocated to the District on behalf of CCWA resulting from its 12,214 AF Table A water 
increase (12,214 AFY in 100 percent years) would no longer be included in the total quantity of 
SWP water available for delivery by DWR to all 29 Contractors. In other words, the proposed
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project would decrease the total quantity of SWP water available to be allocated outside of 

Santa Barbara County in certain years. In 100 percent years, there would be no impact to areas 

outside of Santa Barbara County as all Contractors would receive their full Table A amounts. 

The 12,214 AF Table A water represents approximately 0.3 percent of the total Table A 

amounts allocated to all Contractors. The total amount of SWP water available for allocation to 

all Contractors in any year would not change. 

TABLE 4 
INCREASED TABLE A AMOUNT AVAILABLE TO PROPOSED PROJECT BENEFICIARIES 

CCWA Participants 
Existing Project 

Table A Amount (AFY) 
Reacquired 

Table A (AFY) 
Proposed 

Project (AFY) 

Buellton, City of* 578  578 

Carpinteria Valley Water District* 2,000 1,000 3,000 

Golden State Water Company 500  500 

Goleta Water District* 7,000  7,000 

Guadalupe, City of* 550  550 

La Cumbre Mutual Water Company 1,000  1,000 

Montecito Water District* 3,000 1,000 4,000 

Morehart Land Company 200  200 

Raytheon Systems Company 50  50 

Santa Barbara, City of* 3,000  3,000 

Santa Maria, City of* 16,200 9,414 25,614 

Santa Ynez RWCD, Improvement District No. 1* 2,000 800 2,800 

Vandenberg Air Force Base 5,500  5,500 

TOTAL Participant Project Allocation 41,578  53,792 

CCWA Drought Buffer** 3,908  3,908 

TOTAL Table A (Amendment No. 9) 45,486  57,700 

Reacquired Table A 12,214 12,214  

TOTAL Table A (1963 State Water Contract) 57,700  57,700 

NOTES: 

Proposed Project Beneficiaries are shaded. 
* Designates CCWA Members 
** Drought buffer is a term used to identify a source of supply within the SWP system that will provide a higher level of reliability during times of 

drought and low DWR Table A deliveries. 

SOURCE: CCWA 2019. 

 

Table 5 presents the projected increase in actual water availability with the proposed project, 

assuming future long-term reliability of the Table A water is 62 percent (current average annual 

reliability) and 48 percent (projected average annual reliability). 
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TABLE 5 
ESTIMATED ACTUAL WATER INCREASE (AFY) 

 

No Project Proposed Project 

Table A 
and 

Drought 
Buffer 

Estimated 
Future Long- 

Term Reliability 
(62%) 

Estimated 
Future Long- 

Term Reliability 
(48%) 

Reacquired 
Table 

Table A 
Share 

Table A 
Drought Buffer 
& Reacquired 

Table A 

Estimated 
Future Long- 

Term Reliability 
(62%) 

Estimated 
Future Long- 

Term Reliability 
(48%) 

City of Buellton 636 394 305 

 

636 394 305 

Carpinteria Valley Water District 2,200 1,364 1,056 1,000 3,200 1,984 1,536 

Golden State Water Company 550 341 264 

 

550 341 264 

Goleta Water District 7,450 4,619 3,576 

 

7,450 4,619 3,576 

City of Guadalupe 605 375 290 

 

605 375 290 

La Cumbre Mutual Water Company 1,100 682 528 

 

1,100 682 528 

Montecito Water District 3,300 2,046 1,584 1,000 4,300 2,666 2,064 

Morehart Land Company 220 136 106 

 

220 136 106 

Raytheon Systems Company 55 34 26 

 

55 34 26 

City of Santa Barbara 3,300 2,046 1,584 

 

3,300 2,046 1,584 

City of Santa Maria 17,820 11,048 8,554 9,414 27,234 16,885 13,072 

Santa Ynez RWCD, Improvement 
District No. 1 

2,200 1,364 1,056 800 3,000 1,860 1,440 

Vandenberg Air Force Base 6,050 3,751 2,904 

 

6,050 3,751 2,904 

Total 45,486 28,201 21,833 12,214 57,700 35,774 27,696 

SOURCE: CCWA, 2019 
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If the reacquired Table A amount increases the reliability of CCWA’s Table A amount in any 

year, it is anticipated that the proposed project Beneficiaries could use the increased amount of 

water made available by the proposed project to increase the reliability of each Beneficiary’s 

water supply portfolios as follows: 

 Increase the quantity of SWP water delivered to their customers in any year; 

 Decrease the quantity of non-SWP water delivered to their customers in any year; 

 Reduce groundwater pumping to permit conjunctive management of local groundwater 
basins, including augmenting groundwater supplies and to address groundwater quality 
concerns; 

 Increase the quantity of SWP water in storage (whether in the SWP, local reservoirs or 
groundwater water banks) to augment the reliability of SWP water during low allocation 
years; and 

 Provide an additional buffer against drought. 

Actual use of the reacquired Table A to increase water supply reliability would be determined by 

each proposed project Beneficiary. Annually, each CCWA Participant requests some or all of its 

Table A amount. Thereafter, based on the available SWP supplies, DWR would deliver some or 

all of CCWA’s Table A amount, including the reacquired Table A water, to CCWA, and in turn 

CCWA would deliver the available Table A amount to its Participants and also deliver any 

additional Table A made available by the proposed project (e.g., the reacquired Table A water) 

to the project Beneficiaries, using existing water supply conveyance and treatment facilities 

within the SWP and within Santa Barbara County. As previously described, the Coastal Branch 

and CCWA Extension have a maximum design capacity of 45,486 AFY. Therefore, subject to 

numerous operational circumstances, CCWA may not have the capacity to take delivery of more 

than 45,486 AFY, even when water from the proposed project (reacquired Table A) is available, 

such as in 100 percent years. The proposed project will not include any changes in operation of 

existing facilities. 

Implementation of the proposed project does not include the construction of any new facilities, 

the modification of existing SWP facilities or any water supply conveyance or treatment facilities 

in CCWA’s service area, including within the respective service areas of the proposed project 

Beneficiaries, and will not include modification to the operation of any such facilities. The total 

amount of SWP water available for allocation to all Contractors in any year would not change. 

The proposed project will not result in any new or additional pumping by DWR. 

ENVIRONMENTAL BASELINE 

CEQA Guidelines section 15125 states that an EIR must include a description of the physical 

environmental conditions in the vicinity of the project, as they exist at the time the NOP is 

published from local, regional, and, in this case, state perspectives (existing conditions). The 

environmental setting will constitute the baseline physical conditions that CCWA, the Lead 
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Agency, will use to determine whether an impact is significant. In general, the environmental 

baseline is the same as existing conditions. 

PROJECT ALTERNATIVES 

A reasonable range of potentially feasible project alternatives, in addition to the no project 

alternative, will be addressed, following the scoping process and will consider the views of 

agencies and the public. Additional CCWA Participants may elect to participate in the proposed 

project. Accordingly, the EIR will evaluate alternative participation scenarios. 

POTENTIAL ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTS 

As stated above, implementation of the proposed project would not include the construction of 

any new facilities or the modification of existing SWP facilities, including the Coastal Branch, 

the CCWA Extension, or any water supply conveyance or treatment facilities in CCWA’s 

service area, including within the respective service areas of the proposed project 

Beneficiaries. 

Because the reacquired Table A amount could increase the reliability of CCWA’s Table A 

amount in any year, it is anticipated that the proposed project Beneficiaries could use the 

increased amount of SWP water available to them to increase the reliability of each 

Beneficiary’s water supply portfolios. 

The probable environmental effects of the proposed project will include effects on the resources 

areas listed below; therefore, the EIR will analyze the following: 

 Aquatic (fisheries) Resources 

 Climate Change 

 Energy (associated with SWP, Coastal Branch and CCWA Extension pumping) 

 Greenhouse Gas Emissions (associated with SWP, Coastal Branch and CCWA Extension 
pumping) 

 Growth Inducement 

 Water Resources (supply and quality) 

The following resource topics will not be affected by the proposed project and therefore will not 

be included in the EIR: 

 Aesthetics 

 Agricultural and Forestry Resources 

 Air Quality 

 Terrestrial Biological Resources 

 Cultural Resources 
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 Geology and Soils 

 Hazards and Hazardous Materials 

 Hydrology and Water Quality 

 Land Use 

 Mineral Resources 

 Noise 

 Population and Housing 

 Public Services 

 Recreation 

 Transportation 

 Tribal Cultural Resources 

 Utilities and Service Systems 

 Wildfire 

SCOPING MEETINGS 

A scoping meeting will be held on February 27, 2020, at CCWA, 255 Industrial Way, Buellton, 

CA 93427, at 11:00 a.m. The scoping meeting will include a brief presentation about the 

proposed project at the beginning of the meeting with time for public comments on the content 

and scope of the EIR to follow. 

WRITTEN COMMENTS 

This NOP is being circulated to obtain suggestions and information from interested parties, 

including responsible and/or trustee agencies and members of the public on the content and 

scope of issues that may be addressed in the EIR. Written comments from interested parties are 

invited to ensure that the full range of issues related to implementation of the proposed project 

is identified early in the CEQA process. Agencies and organizations should provide a contact 

name and information in their letters. All comments received, including names and addresses, 

will become part of the official administrative record and may be made available to the public. 

In accordance with CEQA Guidelines section 15082(b)(1), within 30 days of receiving the NOP, 

responsible and trustee agencies shall provide CCWA with specific detail about the scope and 

content of the environmental information to be included in the Draft EIR related to their area of 

statutory responsibility. Comments from individual respondents, including names and home 

addresses of respondents, will be made available for public review. You may request CCWA 

withhold your contact information from public disclosure, which will be honored to the extent 

allowable under California law. If you wish CCWA to consider withholding this information, you 

must state this prominently at the beginning of your comments. 
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