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If applicable, describe any of the project’s areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by
agencies and the public.

Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.
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	Text Field: 2020020181
	Project Title: Omega Curve Project
	Lead Agency: Caltrans District 3
	Contact Name: Erin Damm
	Email: erin.damm@dot.ca.gov
	Phone Number: 530-741-5387
	Project Location: Nevada City, Washington, Cisco Grove                                      Nevada
	Project Description: The California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) proposes to improve two non-contiguous segments of the alignment of State Route (SR) 20 in Nevada County between post miles (PM) 29.7-30.9 and 36.8-39.8 by modifying the existing horizontal and vertical curves of the roadway and adding turnouts. This project will update the roadway to current standards by increasing the curve radii, widening shoulders to 8 feet, adding turnouts for both directions, and improving the vertical profile grade. Additionally, this project will improve the clear recovery zone (CRZ) by removing obstacles and flattening slopes close to the traveled way. Two main project segments occur between PM 29.7-30.9 and 36.8-39.8 are referred to as White Cloud and Lowell Hill segments respectively.
	Project's Effects: A. Potentially significant effects on scenic resources, including, but not limited to, trees, rock outcroppings, and historic buildings within the state scenic highway may occur.  Proposed measures to avoid, minimize or mitigate for the potential effects are proposed by the District Landscape Architect.  Those include: 1: Screen Decommissioned Alignment.Views to the decommissioned roadbed from the proposed alignment will be screened with natural materials and native vegetation; 2. Native Plant Recolonization following the Landscape Plan, Roadside Restoration, and Planting Plan.  Species native to the Tahoe National Forest will be replanted. Live and downed trees salvaged; 3. Aesthetic and scenic enhancements will be applied.  B. Potentially significant effects on Aquatic Resources may occur.  To avoid, minimize or mitigate for the potential effects Caltrans would participate in USACE’s in-lieu fee program. The minimum compensation ratio for aquatic resources will be 1:1 (1 acre of aquatic habitat credit for every 1 acre of impact) to ensure no net loss of aquatic habitat functions and values.C. Potentially significant effects on recreational resources may occur.  To avoid, minimize or mitigate for the potential effects Caltrans would work with Tahoe National Forest and provide compensatory funding for trail segments that may need to be relocated.
	Areas of Controversy: There are no controversial topics known to the Lead Agency (Caltrans).  All comments from agencies and the public have been considered, and addressed in the Final Environmental Document.  No comments were made that resulted in changes to the project scope.
	List of Agencies: Cooperating Agencies: United States Forest Service, United States Fish and Wildlife Service, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board, State Water Resources Control Board, California Department of Fish and Wildlife, State Historic Preservation OfficeResponsible Agencies: California Transportation Commission


