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	SCH: 
	Project Title: 108 Thin Blanket II
	Lead Agency: CA Department of Transportation (Caltrans)
	Contact Name: Kristopher Bason
	Email: kristopher.bason@dot.ca.gov
	Phone Number: 760-872-2312
	Project  Location: SR 108, Bridgeport, CA                                                                             Mono
	PrintButton1: 
	TextField1: The California Department of Transportation is proposing to construct a thin blanket overlay on State Route (SR) 108 in Mono County near Sonora Junction from the Tuolumne/Mono County line to 5.3 miles west of United States (US) Route 395 (Figure 1). The work includes grinding out and replacing a 2’ wide by 3” deep section of unstable Hot Mix Asphalt (HMA) and dirt shoulder for the entire project limits.  Work is located 10’ from center line, through the dirt shoulder, for east and westbound traffic lanes. Failed pavement areas within the traveled way will be dug out and replaced and then a 0.15’ thin lift of HMA will be placed from edge of pavement (EP) to EP from the beginning to end of the project limits. A 1’ wide section of shoulder backing will be placed (as shown on the cross section; Appendix A) and the new pavement markings will be placed. Two demonstration toad crossings will be constructed at Upper Sardine Meadows. The purpose of these structures is to facilitate Yosemite toad movement across and under SR 108 between portions of Upper Sardine Meadows. If utilized by Yosemite toads, these structures will potentially reduce traffic related Yosemite toad mortality and increase habitat connectivity. These under crossings will be built using  modified culvert and cattleguard designs. All work will be performed from the roadway and within the existing Caltrans ROW with no new additions to the highway, except for the two crossing structures. Several existing dirt pullouts are proposed as construction staging areas. 
	TextField2: After preparing an Initial study, it is anticipated that there may be potentially significant effects to biological resources that will be mitigated to a less than significant level. Activities such as clearing, grinding, paving, and excavating during construction adjacent to Upper and Lower Sardine meadows may result in direct impacts to Yosemite toad individuals such as injury or mortality. Yosemite toads may avoid or flee the construction area as a response to increased noise, vibration, dust, or human/vehicular activity. Sedimentation resulting from construction may cause Yosemite toads to avoid aquatic breeding habitat adjacent to the construction area. Sedimentation may also result in a reduction of food availability for adult and larval toads. These effects will be temporary and only occur during construction. The primary avoidance and minimization measures that will mitigate effects to less than significant levels include:• To avoid Yosemite toad breeding season, all work within designated critical habitat will occur between August 1 and the start of the SR 108 winter closure. • An Environmentally Sensitive Area (ESA) excluded area will be delineated for all activities at the edge of the PIA to avoid and minimize impacts to environmental resources. These limits will be included in the cross section plans.• When construction is occurring in Yosemite toad designated critical habitat between PM 0.0 to PM 3.2, a full-time Caltrans-approved qualified biological monitor will be present at all times during construction. The biological monitor will have prior work experience handling amphibians. The biological monitor will monitor all construction activities, including staging and truck turn-around areas. 
	TextField3: No known controversy exists for this project.
	TextField4: US Forest Service (USFS) - Humboldt-Toiyabe National Forest will prepare and file all federal environmental requirements. US Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) - Will be issuing a Biological Opinion for the project. 



