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Project Description (Proposed actions, location, and/or consequences).
The proposed 15-year Master Plan proposes a framework to guide new development and recommend improvements to
existing gardens, in particular, implementable projects that would sustain operations and enhance the experience of
County residents and visitors. The capacity of Descanso Gardens is dictated by the size of the facility, which would
remain the same. The Master Plan includes recommendations for improving the quality of Descanso Gardens. The
Master Plan proposes to restructure the hierarchy of existing paths and provide additional paths to help improve visitor
orientation and better showcase garden stories and experiences, guide visitors through the gardens instead of around
the gardens, separate the visitor experience from maintenance routes, organize site amenities, and strategically
distribute utilities. The Master Plan proposes two new gardens (plus a new nursery and storage yard), one new
temporary overflow parking area, major improvements to 11 existing gardens, and improvements to the entrance
complex and the two existing parking lots. The Master Plan proposes to increase the existing number of available
parking stalls by over 30 percent to better accommodate existing and projected visitor use within the County property.
Identify the project’s significant or potentially significant effects and briefly describe any proposed mitigation measures that
would reduce or avoid that effect.
The proposed project would result in potentially significant effects requiring the consideration of mitigation measures for
Biological Resources, Cultural Resources, Geology and Soils, Noise, and Tribal Cultural Resources. Feasible mitigation
measures would reduce impacts to a less than significant level.
Biological Resources: Directed surveys, environmentally sensitive area fencing and flagging, jurisdictional surveys and
permitting for wetland and riparian habitat, nesting bird surveys and avoidance, bat surveys and avoidance.
Cultural Resources: Worker education and awareness program (WEAP) training, pre-construction surveys, and cultural
resources monitors when needed.
Geology and Soils: Removal or replacement of expansive soils during construction.
Noise: Sound walls during construction close to sensitive receptors.
Tribal Cultural Resources: WEAP training, pre-construction surveys, and Tribal Cultural Resources monitors when
needed.
Revised September 2011

continued
If applicable, describe any of the project’s areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by
agencies and the public.

There are no areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency.

Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.
• County of Los Angeles Board of Supervisors: Master Plan approval, CEQA documentation approval
• County of Los Angeles Department of Parks and Recreation: Construction Plan and Design Plan Review, Director
Approval of any Capital Improvement projects over $50,000 in value (requires a permit), Master Plan and CEQA
documentation review
• County of Los Angeles Department of Public Works: issuance of grading permits, encroachment permits, and
infrastructure improvement permits; approval of hydrology reports, approval of storm drain plans, and incorporation of
potential stormwater capture element
• County of Los Angeles Department of Regional Planning: Master Plan and CEQA documentation review
• City of La Cañada Flintridge: issuance of grading permits, encroachment permits, and infrastructure improvement
permits for projects within City boundaries
• City of Glendale: issuance of grading permits, encroachment permits, and infrastructure improvement permits for
projects within City boundaries
• California Department of Fish and Wildlife: issuance of permits under Section 1600 of the Fish and Game Code related
to lake or streambed alterations, as applicable
• Regional Water Quality Control Board: issuance of Notice of Intent prior to construction operations related to National
Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Construction Permit; issuance of water quality certification pursuant to
Section 401 of the Clean Water Act (CWA) in connection with issuance of a Section 404 CWA permit, as applicable; and
issuance of a Dewatering Permit for discharge of water in the Lake
• U.S. Army Corps of Engineers: issuance of Section 404 permit under the CWA, as applicable
• Southern California Edison: approval of projects within SCE utility corridor, under license agreement with Descanso
Gardens (including clearance review for proposed grading activities)

