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If applicable, describe any of the project’s areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by
agencies and the public.

Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.
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	Project Title: Santa Ana River Trail Phase IV - Reach A
	Lead Agency: County of San Bernardino Department of Public Works
	Contact Name: Michael Perry
	Email: Michael.Perry@ dpw.sbcounty.gov
	Phone Number: (909) 387-1864
	Project Location:                    Redlands                                                                   San Bernardino
	Project Description: The Project includes the proposed trail alignment consisting of a 3.9-mile linear section of the Santa Ana River Trail (SART) identified as Phase IV Reach A. The proposed trail alignment is within the City of Redlands limits, except for the segment that travels south on Alabama Street and west on Pioneer Avenue, which occurs within unincorporated County area. Portions of the alignment would occur on the southern bluffs of the Santa Ana River. From Pioneer Avenue to Domestic Avenue and from Texas Street east to Orange Avenue the alignment would occur on unpaved roads, and the remaining portions of the alignment would occur on local streets and on other properties within the City of Redlands and within an unincorporated area of the County within the East Valley Corridor Specific Plan.  Equipment staging and borrow/disposal during Project construction may potentially occur at: (1) various locations within the disturbed vacant lands on the river bluff; (2) on disturbed road shoulders and/or existing street right-of-way on the east side of Alabama Street north of River Bluff Avenue; (3) on the Domestic Avenue right-of-way; and (4) at Israel Beal Park.
	Project's Effects: In general, construction activities associated with development of the proposed Project would include: earthwork including excavation and grading; construction of embankments and/or retaining walls; construction of storm drains, headwalls, and slope protection; construction of asphalt concrete dike, curb and gutter; installation of fencing, railing, access gates, trail delineators, and signage; painting of pavement striping and pavement markings; and, construction of appurtenant features. The area of potential effects (APE) for the Project includes all areas subject to direct effects from construction activities and is mapped with a 25-foot buffer area surrounding the maximum construction impact area, with the exception of where the trail is located within an existing roadway alignment. A Focused Biological Assessment of the 3.9-mile long segment of the SART Phase IV, Reach A to identify plant communities and assess the presence of suitable habitat for special-status plant and wildlife species. The Santa Ana River is known to support SBKR populations. Construction of SART Phase IV, Reach A will impact suitable and potentially occupied habitat for the SBKR along Alabama Street, along Pioneer Avenue east of I-210, north from Pioneer Avenue along the Citrus Valley High School fence, west to Texas Street and the abandoned citrus orchards east of Texas Street. It is recommended that protocol Presence-or-Absence trapping studies be conducted prior to construction to determine whether SBKR occupy these areas of the alignment.  Appropriate mitigation measures are included in the Mitigated Negative Declaration.
	Areas of Controversy: There are no known areas of controversy for the Proposed Project.  Ultimately, the Phase IV of the SART will enhance access to recreational opportunities in the region by: (a) providing neighborhood links to green space and natural areas; (b) providing connections with city urban trails that provide safe travel to parks, community recreation facilities, fairgrounds, urban lakes, amphitheaters, historic neighborhoods, and tourist attractions; and (c) providing direct access to San Bernardino National Forest camping and outdoor recreation areas.  In conjunction with fulfilling basic non-motorized transportation purposes, the proposed Project will also meet the needs of individuals with disabilities; specifically, in an area where few trails fulfill the outdoor trail needs of these individuals. All access ramps to the SART will be designed to comply with requirements of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). The SART facilities will incorporate Caltrans Highway Design Manual, Chapter 1000, “Bikeway Planning and Design” to ensure that individuals with disabilities will have both access to and effective use of the SART facilities. 
	List of Agencies: Federal: NoneState Agencies: NoneCity/County Agencies: City of Redlands, Encroachment PermitsUpper Santa Ana Wash Land Management and Habitat Conservation Plan (Wash Plan)Summary: Construction of Reach A would require approvals from the City of Redlands to develop the trail on the City’s existing right-of-way and may also require acquisition of right-of-way from private property owners. Additionally, portions of the proposed trail alignment overlap are located in close proximity to United States Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) designated critical habitat.


