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Project Location: Stitz Creek Watershed, Humboldt County
City

County

Project Description (Proposed actions, location, and/or consequences).
This Project consists of adoption of draft Regional Water Board Order No. R1-2020-0007, Waste Discharge
Requirements (Order) by the, North Coast Region (Regional Water Board) that, if adopted, would establish water quality
requirements for nonpoint source waste discharges and other controllable factors related to timber harvesting and
associated activities conducted by Humboldt Redwood Company (HRC), LLC, a timberland management company in the
Stitz Creek watershed, Humboldt County, California.

Identify the project’s significant or potentially significant effects and briefly describe any proposed mitigation measures that
would reduce or avoid that effect.
It is the intent of the WDRs to cover discharges, or threatened discharges, of wastes (e.g., earthen materials such as
soil, silt, sand, clay, and rock), organic materials (e.g., slash, sawdust, bark, nutrients, and manure), and temporary loss
of shade resulting from timber harvesting and related land management activities on lands owned by HRC in Stitz Creek,
a tributary stream to the lower Eel River in Humboldt County, California. Most of the potential impacts are associated
with erosion and sediment delivery and/or changes to riparian systems that may reduce shade and affect water
temperatures. The draft Order would provide permit coverage to allow HRC to continue timber harvesting and related
activities, such as road construction, reconstruction, maintenance, and use in the Stitz Creek watershed, a sediment
impaired waterbody. Any of these activities are known to have the potential to result in discharge of sediment to
watercourses and impact aquatic resources as well as create nuisance conditions for downstream communities. The
Order incorporates and includes the following mitigation measures to reduce the potential for sediment discharge:
• Measures to Prevent Sediment Discharge;
o Forest Management;
o Riparian Zones Protection;
o Roads Management;
• Inventory and Treatment of Existing Controllable Sediment Sources;
• Monitoring and Reporting Program.
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If applicable, describe any of the project’s areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by
agencies and the public.

In December 1997, the California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection (CAL FIRE), Department of Fish and Game
(now Department of Fish and Wildlife [CDFW]), California Geological Survey (CGS), and the Regional Water Board
determined, based on field observations and aerial photograph data, that Stitz Creek was one of five watersheds wholly
or predominantly owned by PALCO that were significantly cumulatively impacted by sediment discharges after the
1996/1997storms.
A significant amount of public interest and protest focused on these watersheds in the 1990s and to a lesser extent,
subsequently. In recent years, with a change in ownership and improvement in harvesting practices, public interest and
opposition has diminished. However, there is always the potential for controversy on permits for timber harvesting in
watersheds determined to be already sediment impaired by past timber harvest practices.

Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.
North Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board
California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection
California Department of Fish and Wildlife
California Geological Survey
National Marine Fisheries Service
United States Department of Fish and Wildlife
State Water Resources Control Board

