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City of Benicia, Community Development Department
Lake Herman Road Solar Project

Project Location:

Solano

Benicia
City

County

Please provide a Project Decription (Proposed Actions, location, and/or consequences).
The project site consists of 88.5 acres and is part of a largely undeveloped swath of hills located in the northern portion of
the City of Benicia. The site is currently undeveloped and existing land uses in the surrounding area include single-family
homes to the southwest, heavy industrial uses to the south, and extensive undeveloped hillsides used for cattle grazing to
the north and east.
The Lake Herman Road Solar Project (proposed project) would include the development of a 35-acre, 5-Megawatt
Alternating Current solar facility with 18,424 solar modules. The modules would be ground-mounted photovoltaic singleaxis solar arrays oriented in the north-south direction to allow each row to slowly rotate over the course of the day. The
proposed project would involve landscaping on-site, including planting trees and shrubs along the southern border of the
site. Construction of the proposed project would not require a grading permit, and panels would be arranged to avoid
areas of the site containing steep slopes. Additionally, the proposed project would include a Zoning Text Amendment to
allow Solar Utilities within areas zoned as Open Space (OS) throughout the City.

Please identify the project's significant or potentially significant effects and briefly describe any proposed mitigation measures that
would reduce or avoid that effect.
The Initial Study determined that the proposed project would be expected to result in a potentially significant impact in
relation to the following environmental issue areas: biological resources, cultural resources, geology and soils, and tribal
cultural resources. However, mitigation measures are included in the Initial Study sufficient to reduce all such impacts to a
less-than-significant level.

Added 2010

continued
If applicable, please describe any of the project’s areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by agencies
and the public.

The City of Benicia has not yet received comments on the proposed project that raise issues or concerns. However, typical
concerns related to solar installations include:
• Biological impacts associated with wildlife and plant habitat;
• Increased stormwater runoff causing soil erosion or flooding;
• Altered drainage routes on the project site and the associated impacts on wetlands in the vicinity;
• Impacts of glare on nearby motorists; and
• Aesthetic concerns.

Please provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.
• Bay Area Air Quality Management District
• California Department of Fish and Wildlife

