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Please provide a Project Decription (Proposed Actions, location, and/or consequences).
The California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) has prepared this Initial Study (IS) with a Proposed Mitigated
Negative Declaration (MND) for the State Route (SR) 12 Capital Preventive Maintenance (CAPM) Project in Sonoma County,
California (the Project). The Project proposes to resurface the existing pavement on SR 12, including the shoulders, between
Llano Road (Post Mile [PM] 11.0) and Farmers Lane (PM 17.4) from the outskirts of the City of Sebastopol to the City of Santa
Rosa in Sonoma County. Additional work includes upgrading 4 curb ramps to meet American with Disabilities Act (ADA)
standards, replacing up to 38 existing concrete approach slabs with 1.25 foot-thick new slabs, reconstructing drainage
infrastructure, and upgrading up to 10,000 linear feet of the existing metal beam guardrail (MBGR) to Midwest Guardrail
System (MGS). The shoulder of the connector between southbound U.S. Highway 101 (U.S. 101) and westbound SR 12
would be widened to approximately 10 feet and require the removal of approximately 7 to 10 landscaped trees. Along the
eastbound SR 12 to southbound U.S. 101 connector, a 300-linear-foot drainage system would be reconstructed on the
outside shoulder from the end of the existing retaining wall to the existing sound wall. All work proposed would be within
the Caltrans right of way (ROW).

Please identify the project's significant or potentially significant effects and briefly describe any proposed mitigation measures that
would reduce or avoid that effect.
As discussed in Chapter 3 Biological Resources, there is a potential for suitable refugial or dispersal habitat for the California
Tiger Salamander (CTS; Ambystoma californiense), a federally endangered and state threatened species, to occur within the
biological study area (BSA). The potential to adversely affect this species would be reduced with the implementation of
Mitigation Measure BIO-1, California Tiger Salamander, which states that if CTS habitat is disturbed during construction,
then impacts to CTS upland habitat with small mammal burrows will be mitigated at a ratio of 2:1, in accordance with the
Santa Rosa Conservation Strategy Plan (SRPCS). Mitigation will be provided by purchase of conservation credits from a
United States Fish and Wildlife (USFWS) and California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) approved conservation bank.
Therefore, as described in Chapter 3 Biological Resources, the Project would have a less than significant impact with
mitigation.
As discussed in Chapter 3, Noise, there are sensitive receptors within 50 feet from project limits. As such, temporary
construction activities such as sawcutting would generate noise levels above 86 dBA at 50 feet from the project limits from
9:00 p.m. to 6:00 a.m. Implementation of Mitigation Measure NOI-1, Temporary Noise Barriers, will reduce noise levels to less
than 86 dBA with the use of temporary noise barriers such as plywood panels between the sensitive receptors and
construction noise. Therefore, as described in Chapter 3, Noise, the Project would have a less than significant impact with
mitigation.
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continued
If applicable, please describe any of the project’s areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by agencies
and the public.
No issues were raised by agencies or the public during preparation of this IS-MND.

Please provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.
Table 2-2 in Chapter 2 of the IS-MND summarizes the permits anticipated for the proposed Project by the California
Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) and United States Fish and Wildlife (USFWS), as well as permit status. Approval of
project funding is required by the California Transportation Commission (CTC) board for each phase of the proposed Project.

