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NOTICE OF PREPARATION 
 
 

To: Mountain View Planning & 
Zoning 
500 Castro St,  
Mountain View, CA 94041 

From: Mountain View/Los Altos Union High School District 
1299 Bryant Avenue 
Mountain View, CA 94040 
Contact:  Mike Mathiesen, Associate Superintendent 
                (650) 940-4667 

 
Subject: Notice of Preparation of a Draft Environmental Impact Report 

 
The Mountain View/Los Altos Union High School District (District) will be the Lead Agency and 
will prepare an environmental impact report for the project identified below. The District welcomes 
your input regarding the scope and content of the environmental information that is relevant to your 
area of interest, or to your agency’s statutory responsibilities in connection with the proposed project. 
If you are affiliated with a public agency, this EIR may be used by your agency when considering 
subsequent approvals related to the project. 
 
The project description, location, and probable environmental effects that will be analyzed in the EIR 
for the project are attached. According to state law, the deadline for your response is 30 days after 
receipt of this notice. However, we would appreciate an earlier response, if possible.   
 
If you have any comments on this Notice of Preparation or the proposed project, please identify a 
contact person and send your correspondence to: 
 

Mountain View/Los Altos Union High School District 
Attn: Mike Mathiesen, Associate Superintendent 
1299 Bryant Avenue, Mountain View, CA 94040 

Phone: (650) 940-4667, e-mail: mike.mathiesen@mvla.net 
 
The Draft EIR for the Mountain View High School Lighting Project is currently being prepared. A 
separate EIR Notice of Availability will circulate when the Draft EIR becomes available for public 
review and comments.   
 
The District will hold a neighborhood meeting and an EIR public scoping meeting to describe the 
proposed project and the environmental review process, and to obtain your input on the EIR analysis 
for the proposal. The meeting will be held at 7:00 p.m. on February 10, 2020 at the District Office at 
1299 Bryant Avenue, Mountain View, CA 94040. 
 
Project Title: Mountain View High School Stadium Lights & Public Address System 
 
 
 

  

mailto:mike.mathiesen@mvla.net
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NOTICE OF PREPARATION OF  
A DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT 

FOR THE MOUNTAIN VIEW HIGH SCHOOL STADIUM LIGHTS & PUBLIC ADDRESS 
SYSTEM PROJECT 

 
January 2020 

 
Introduction  
 
The purpose of an Environmental Impact Report (EIR) is to inform decision makers and the general 
public of the environmental effects of the proposed project that an agency may implement or 
approve. The EIR process is intended to provide information sufficient to evaluate a project and its 
potential for significant impacts on the environment; to examine methods of reducing adverse 
impacts; and to consider alternatives to the project.  
 
The EIR for the proposed project will be prepared and processed in accordance with the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) of 1970, as amended. In accordance with the requirements of 
CEQA, the EIR will include the following: 
 
• A summary of the project; 
• A project description; 
• A description of the existing environmental setting, environmental impacts, and mitigation 

measures for the project;  
• Alternatives to the project as proposed; and  
• Environmental consequences, including (a) any significant environmental effects which cannot 

be avoided if the project is implemented; (b) any significant irreversible and irretrievable 
commitment of resources; (c) the growth inducing impacts of the proposed project; and (d) 
cumulative impacts 

 
Project Location 
 
The project site is the track and sports field at the Mountain View High School campus at 3535 
Truman Avenue in the City of Mountain View. The field is located at the southwestern corner of 
campus and is bounded by Truman Avenue to the west and Oak Avenue to the south. Regional and 
vicinity maps of the project site are shown on Figure 1 and Figure 2, respectively.  
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Existing Conditions 
 
The project site is a track and sports field located at the southwestern corner of the Mountain View 
High School campus. The project site consists of a rubberized track, turf athletic field, and metal 
bleachers on the eastern and western sides of the track. In addition, there is an approximately 20-foot 
tall scorekeeping booth (i.e. press box) adjacent to the western bleachers, two approximately 25-foot 
tall pole-mounted loudspeakers on the western side of the track, a scoreboard, and various auxiliary 
single-story buildings. The pole-mounted loudspeakers have been abandoned and are not in use; the 
current system consists of three speakers which are attached to the press box at the western bleachers. 
 
MVHS currently uses portable, temporary lights for two to five football games per year. The highest 
attendance is typically for football games, with an approximate 1,500 attendees for most football 
games, increasing to over 2,000 attendees for a rivalry or homecoming game. 1 All other sporting 
events, marching band activities, and special events are currently held on campus without the use of 
portable lights (i.e. during daylight hours). The approximate attendance for these other events is up to 
200 people.  
 
Description of Proposed Project 
 
The project applicant, the Mountain View-Los Altos Union High School District (District), proposes 
to install four pole-mounted sports lights at the existing track and sports field. The lights would 
generally be located on either side of the metal bleachers on the eastern and western sides of the track 
and sports field. The project also includes the installation and operation of a public address (PA) 
system. The PA system consists of pole-mounted speakers, located on the east and west sides of the 
field. The site plan for the proposed project is shown on Figure 3.  
 
The lights would provide for safe and flexible nighttime use of the field for various sporting and 
marching band activities, including practices and games. The field lights would also allow for 
evening special events, such as commencement exercises. The PA system will be used for sporting 
events, marching band, and school activities during daytime hours. A select amount of nighttime 
events would include the use of a PA system. The use of the stadium field lights and public address 
system would be guided by the District’s Board Policy 7325 and Administrative Regulations 7325. 
The proposed uses of the field lights and schedule of use is summarized in Table 1 below.  
 
The use of the stadium lights and the public address system will be restricted to weekdays and 
Saturdays; the stadium lights and the public address system will not be used on Sundays, unless 
under unusual circumstances approved by the Superintendent or designee. 
 

 
1 Mike Mathiesen. Associate Superintendent Business Services, MVLA High School District. Personal 
Communication. October 2, 2019.   



- 6 - 

Table 1: Proposed Use of the Field Lights and Public Address System 

Proposed Use of Field Use of Field Lights Use of Public Address System 

Sports Games 

Five nights of varsity/junior 
varsity interscholastic 
competition per annual season, 
concluding by 10:00 PM at the 
latest1 

Yes (play-by-play commentary 
only permitted during football 
games). All other athletic 
competitions shall limit the use 
of the public address systems to 
announcements, warm-up music 
or similar uses without running 
commentary. 

Sports Practices 

Monday through Friday, 
concluding by 8:00 PM. Not 
during weekend nights unless 
under unusual circumstances 
approved by the Superintendent 
or designee 

No 

Marching Band Practice 

Two weeknights per week 
between August and November; 
one practice concluding by 8:00 
PM and one practice concluding 
by 6:30 PM.2  

Yes 

Marching Band Performance 
Five night athletic competitions, 
commencement, and up to three 
special evening events. 

Yes 

Special Events 
Commencement and up to three 
special evening events per year, 
concluding by 9:00 PM. 

Yes 

Holiday Use 

The stadium field lights will not 
be used on school holidays, or in 
the period of time between 
commencement ceremonies and 
the beginning of sports practice 
for the fall season, as permitted 
by California Interscholastic 
Federation (CIF) rules.4 

Use would be limited by all 
provisions described in BP 7325 
policy and shall require prior 
approval by the superintendent 
or designee. Use of public 
address systems during holidays 
shall not begin prior to 10:00 
AM3; shall be limited to 
necessary and occasional 
announcements, and occasional 
music played at volumes low 
enough not to interfere with 
ordinary conversation at the 
school site's boundary lines; and 
shall end by 2:00 PM. 

1 Football competitions would typically end by 10:00 PM; all other competitions would typically end by 8:30 PM. 
Adequate lighting (non-competition level) would be maintained after games to allow for safe exiting of the field. 
2 Marching band practices would not occur within 12 hours of each other. Practices could be extended in the event 
of postseason regional or national competitions, but not beyond December 31, except by permission of the 
Superintendent or designee. Marching band practice may be held during morning, afternoon and Saturday hours 
without stadium lights with no restriction. 
3 The one exception being Thanksgiving morning (Turkey Trot event, where sound equipment would be in use by 
8:00 AM) 
4 CIF schedule shows the first day of practice as August 9, 2020 for fall sports. 
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The physical elements of the proposed athletic lighting includes four 90-foot tall light poles. Two 
light poles would be located on the eastern and western sides of the track and sports field, adjacent to 
each end of the home and away bleachers. The light poles would be affixed with LED luminaires.2 
Each of the light poles would include lighting fixtures at varying heights to illuminate different areas 
of the track and sports field (i.e. bleachers, playing field, entryways), with the majority of luminaires 
installed at the poles’ maximum height.  
 
The public address system would be comprised of eight pole-mounted speakers, between 12 and 18 
feet in height, located on the east and west sides of the field. The proposed development will only be 
utilizing the new pole-mounted speakers and usage will abide by the new policies that have been 
adopted. The public address system would be designed to conform to the exterior noise limits section 
of the City of Mountain View Municipal Code and 2030 General Plan and Los Altos Noise Control 
Ordinance. 
 
Attendance 
 
The estimated attendance for athletic competitions upon installation of the proposed field lights 
would vary by sport and other factors, such as level of competition (e.g. regular season v/s 
postseason) and weather conditions. An increase in number of sporting events is not anticipated with 
the installation of the stadium lights. However, an increase in number of attendees is expected by 
having games at night as opposed to afternoon events. A select few football games are currently 
hosted with portable lights at MVHS and attendance would not increase with the proposed project. 
For all other events, attendance is expected to increase from approximately 200 attendees to 500 
attendees.  
 
Parking 
 
At MVHS, a total of 493 standard parking stalls and 15 accessible stalls are available for attendees of 
sporting events. Available parking is distributed between three parking lots on-campus. As the most 
highly attended events would bring more attendees to the campus than are available parking spaces, 
some overflow parking would occur onto surrounding streets, primarily Truman Avenue and Oak 
Avenue. As it exists, daytime events or night games at MVHS hosted with portable lights have 
resulted in the surrounding street parking being utilized, in addition to use of the Foothill Covenant 
Church parking lot, located at 1555 Oak Avenue in Los Altos, across Truman Avenue from the 
stadium. No additional parking is proposed as part of the lighting project. 
 
Possible Required Project Approvals:    
 
1. California Division of the State Architect Approval 
 

 
2 A luminaire, otherwise known as a light fixture, is defined as complete lighting unit, comprised of a  light source 
(lamp or lamps), together with the parts that distribute and direct the light, position and protect the lamps, and 
connect the lamps to the power supply. 
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Potential Environmental Impacts of the Project  
 
The EIR will identify the significant environmental effects anticipated to result from development of 
the project as proposed. Mitigation measures will be identified for significant impacts, as warranted. 
The EIR will include the following specific environmental categories as related to the proposed 
project:    
 
1. Aesthetics 
 
The project site is currently developed with a track and sports field, metal bleachers, and various 
single-story auxiliary buildings. The proposed field lights would introduce new structures at the site 
which are taller than existing development and would be visible from public vantage points in the 
area. The EIR will address the visual impact of the field lights and resultant light and glare. 
Mitigation measures to reduce the aesthetic impact of the project will be identified, as necessary.  
 
2. Air Quality 
 
The EIR will address the regional air quality conditions in the Bay Area and discuss the proposed 
project’s construction and operational emissions impacts to local and regional air quality in 
accordance with the 2017 Bay Area Air Quality Management District (BAAQMD) CEQA guidelines 
and thresholds.  
  
3. Cultural Resources 
 
This area of Mountain View is not considered a sensitive area for prehistoric and historic resources. 
No buildings on-site or within the immediate vicinity of the site have been listed in the City’s 
Register of Historic Resources. The EIR will address the impacts to known and unknown buried 
archaeological resources on-site, as well as impacts to potential historic structures on and/or near the 
site.         
 
4. Energy 
 
Implementation of the proposed project would result in increased energy expenditures at the site. The 
EIR will estimate the increase in energy usage on-site and describe proposed design measures to 
reduce energy consumption.  
 
5. Geology 
 
The project site is located in the most seismically active region in the United States. The EIR will 
discuss the possible geological impacts associated with seismic activity and the existing soil 
conditions on the project site.  
 
6. Greenhouse Gas Emissions 
 
The EIR will address the project’s contribution to regional and global greenhouse gas (GHG) 
emissions based on BAAQMD thresholds. The project will not be constructed and operational until 
after the year 2020; therefore, project greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions will be evaluated for the 



- 10 - 

State’s proposed 2030 targets, based on SB 32. Proposed design measures to reduce energy 
consumption, which in turn would reduce GHG emissions, will be discussed.  
 
7. Hazards and Hazardous Materials 
 
The EIR will summarize known hazardous materials conditions on and adjacent to the project site 
and will address the potential for hazardous materials impacts to result from implementation of the 
proposed project. Mitigation measures to avoid or reduce hazardous materials impacts will be 
identified, as appropriate.  
 
8. Land Use 
 
The project site is located within a developed suburban area of Mountain View surrounded primarily 
by single-family residential neighborhoods. The EIR will describe the existing land uses adjacent to 
and within the project area. Land use impacts that would occur as a result of the proposed project will 
be analyzed, including the consistency of the project with District design standards and compatibility 
of the proposed and existing land uses in the project area. 
 
9. Noise and Vibration  
 
The EIR will discuss noise that would result from operation of the proposed project, including a 
discussion of the increase in nighttime noise levels that would result from the most highly attended 
sporting events, and the impact of any noise increase on nearby sensitive receptors. The EIR will also 
discuss temporary construction noise. Noise levels will be evaluated for consistency with applicable 
standards and guidelines in the City of Mountain View and Los Altos.  
 
10. Transportation  
 
The EIR will examine the existing traffic conditions in the immediate vicinity of the project site and 
impacts of the project on the transportation system. Evaluation of transportation impacts of the 
project will be based upon the City of Mountain View and City of Los Altos level of service (LOS) 
standards. A Local Transportation Analysis (LTA) will be completed to identify transportation 
operational issues in the surrounding area that may arise due to project operation. The EIR will also 
include an analysis of site access and circulation, and pedestrian and transit facilities. Vehicle Miles 
Traveled (VMT) will be discussed qualitatively.  
 
11. Other Topic Areas 
 
The EIR will also address the project’s impacts on agricultural resources, biological resources, 
hydrology and water quality, population and housing, mineral resources, public services, tribal 
cultural resources, utilities, and wildfire. These discussions will be based, in part, upon information 
provided by the project applicant, as well as the City’s General Plan EIR and other available 
technical data. 
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12.  Alternatives 
 
The EIR will examine alternatives to the proposed project including a “No Project” alternative and 
one or more alternative development scenarios depending on the impacts identified. Alternatives 
discussed will be chosen based on their ability to reduce or avoid identified significant impacts of the 
proposed project while achieving most of the identified objectives of the project. 
 
13. Significant Unavoidable Impacts 
 
The EIR will identify any significant impacts that cannot be avoided or reduced to less than 
significant levels with mitigation, if the project is implemented as proposed.  
 
14. Cumulative Impacts 
 
The EIR will include a Cumulative Impacts section that will address the potentially significant 
cumulative impacts of the project when considered with other past, present, and reasonably 
foreseeable future projects in the development area.   
 
In conformance with the CEQA Guidelines, the EIR will also include the following sections: 1) 
consistency with local and regional plans and policies, 2) growth inducing impacts, 3) significant 
irreversible environmental changes, 4) references and organizations/persons consulted, and 5) EIR 
authors. 



February 8, 2020 
 
Mountain View/Los Altos Union High School District 
Attn: Mike Mathiesen, Associate Superintendent 
1299 Bryant Avenue, Mountain View, CA  94040 
 
Dear Mike: 
 
Our neighborhood organization, MVLA Neighborhood Cares, has read the Notice of Preparation of a Draft 
Environmental Impact Report, and we have found some areas in the document that we believe were not strictly 
accurate or need clarification.  Some of these are minor observations that have greater import in the context of 
our cooperative work efforts with the District and MVHS and LAHS administration and faculty, and some are 
important in the interests of accuracy for the preparation of the draft EIR. 
 
Please consider the following: 
 
p. 4. Existing Conditions: “The project site consists of a rubberized track, turf athletic field, and metal bleachers on 
the eastern and western sides of the track.” 
 
Comment: The home bleachers at MVHS are mixed metal and wood (presumably less sound-reflective than all-
metal), and the visitors stands are metal. 
 
Requested revision: The project site consists of a rubberized track, turf athletic field, metal bleachers on the eastern 
side and mixed metal and wood bleachers on the western side of the track. 
 
p. 4. Existing Conditions: “The highest attendance is typically for football games, with an approximate 1,500 
attendees for most football games, increasing to over 2,000 attendees for a rivalry or homecoming game.” 
 
Comment: Are these numbers based on actual ticket sales for all of last year’s games? We believe the 2000 
number for the Homecoming game is correct, but, based on our own observations of last year’s games, we are not 
sure the football games currently attract 1500 sized crowds on average. For the purposes of the EIR evaluation of 
neighborhood impact, we think it is important to accurately contrast current crowd sizes with anticipated higher 
crowd sizes at the football games. Our experience for current crowds, even under temporary lights, is closer to 
1000 or less. 
 
p.5. Table 1, Proposed Use of the Field Lights and Public Address System: 
 
Comment, Sports Games: “Five nights of varsity/junior varsity interscholastic competition per annual season” may 
imply to those not familiar with school athletic scheduling that there will be a maximum of five nights of 
competition per season (e.g. “Fall, Winter and Spring”). This could be misleading in the EIR discussion because 
multiple teams are allowed 5 games per season, plus post-season competitions. 
According to AR7325: “For each of field hockey, football, girls/boy’s lacrosse, girl’s/boy’s soccer and track and field, 
lights may be used for no more than 5 nights per season.” 
That results in:  

• 10 nights of lighted competition at LAHS in the fall (5 each for field hockey and football) 

• 10 nights at both schools in the winter (5 each for boy’s and girl’s soccer) 

• 15 nights at both schools in the spring (5 each for track & field, boy’s lacrosse and girl’s lacrosse) 
We also understand that additional post season competitions are also allowed for each sport for each season, 
without specifying a maximum. 
 



Requested revision: A total of 35 nights of varsity or junior varsity interscholastic competition per year, composed 
of the annual seasons for football and field hockey (10), boy’s and girls’ soccer (10), and track and field and boy’s 
and girls’ soccer (15), concluding by 10:00 PM at the latest1. 
 
Comment, Sports Practices: “Monday through Friday concluding at 8:00 PM” 
The competition level lighting is supposed to be turned down by 8 PM but the lights will be allowed to stay on at 
lower level until 8:30. According to AR 7325: “Stadium field lights at non-competition levels may be used for at 
least thirty minutes after practice, to exit safely or for other low-noise activities as deemed necessary by the 
coach.” 
 
Requested revision: Monday through Friday, concluding by 8:30 PM 
 
Marching Band Performance: “Five night athletic competitions, commencement, and up to three special evening 
events” 
 
Comment: Unless the band is going to start playing at other sports competitions, their performance is expected to 
be at football games only. 
 
Requested revision: Five football competitions, commencement, and up to three special evening events.  
 
In the footnotes section: “The one exception being Thanksgiving morning (Turkey Trot event, where sound 
equipment would be in use by 8:00 AM)” 
 
Comment: Sound equipment may be used starting at 8 am, not before. (AR 7325: “The one grandfathered 
exception to the start time is the MVHS Turkey Trot that is permitted to begin use of sound equipment at 8 am on 
Thanksgiving morning.”) 
 
Requested revision: The one exception being Thanksgiving morning (Turkey Trot event, where sound equipment 
would be in use starting at 8:00 AM) 
 
p. 7. Description of Proposed Project: “The public address system would be comprised of eight pole-mounted 
speakers, between 12 and 18 feet in height, located on the east and west sides of the field. The proposed 
development will only be utilizing the new pole-mounted speakers and usage will abide by the new policies that 
have been adopted.” 
 
Comment: According to our understanding of K&K Sound Systems’ design, there will be total of 11 speakers, 
including a mix of 8 on the new poles, 1 on the existing pole at the SW end of the field, and 2 on the existing press 
box. 
 
Requested revision: The public address system would be comprised of eight new pole-mounted speakers, between 
12 and 18 feet in height, located on the east and west sides of the field and three new speakers mounted on an 
existing pole and the existing press box, and usage will abide by the new policies that have been adopted. 
 
p. 7. Attendance: “A select few football games are currently hosted with portable lights at MVHS and attendance 
would not increase with the proposed project.” 
 
Comment: Considering the past adverse environmental and experiential conditions of temporarily lighted football 
games (diesel powered low hanging lights, with loud diesel engine sounds and diesel fumes), we believe 
attendance at professionally lighted games with greatly improved sound systems will steadily increase.  We 
recommend that this sentence not be included in the EIR discussions. 
 
p. 9. Noise and Vibration 
 



The EIR will discuss noise that would result from operation of the proposed project, including a discussion of the 
increase in nighttime noise levels that would result from the most highly attended sporting events, and the impact 
of any noise increase on nearby sensitive receptors. 
 
Comment: It will not just be the most highly attended sporting events that need to be part of EIR discussions. 
Please add the impact of noise levels resulting from all evening sporting events, band practice twice a week in the 
evening hours (one until 6:00 PM and the other until 8:30 PM), Commencement and up to three special events per 
year. These all will involve use of field lighting and PA systems, and all will affect immediate neighborhood peace 
and quiet. 
 
Requested revision: The EIR will discuss noise that would result from operation of the proposed project, including a 
discussion of the increase in night time noise levels that would result from all evening sporting events, evening band 
practice, special events, Commencement, and the impact of any noise increase on nearby sensitive receptors. 
 
Thank you for your consideration of these edits, whether in part as  revisions to the current document or as 

additional guidance for EIR discussions. 

 

Regards, 

Mac 

Mac McConnell, on behalf of MVLA Neighborhood Cares 

1181 Bruckner Circle, Mountain View, CA  94040 

Phone: (650) 996-7269, email: macmcconnell1001@gmail.com 

 





Feb. 24, 2020

Mountain View Los Altos Union High School District
Attention: Mike Mathiesen, Associate Superintendent
1299 Bryant Avenue, Mountain View, CA 94040

Mr. Mathiesen,

Please accept these comments on the scope and content of the Environmental 
Impact Report being prepared in anticipation of the possible installation of stadi-
um lights and a new public address system at Mountain View High School.

This EIR should not improperly segregate this project from the much larger ex-
pansion currently ongoing at the high school. That expansion results from the 
board’s decision to significantly increase the intensity of its land use at the Moun-
tain View campus to accommodate many hundreds of new students, thus requir-
ing the night use of the stadium and the lights for sports and school teams’ rou-
tine practices. It is wrong and illogical and inconsistent with lived life to consider 
the use of the stadium, these lights and sound system in isolation.

The EIR should acknowledge and document in a meaningful, wholistic, and de-
tailed way all current conditions in the surrounding neighborhood related to the 
school’s operations. This document should not minimize the aggregate and cu-
mulative impacts of the school or overlook future known impacts related to in-
creased student numbers.

As far as documenting current conditions, in general, the school’s intrusion into 
the daily life of neighborhood residents is high, of great intensity and of extensive 
reach. The school dominates the rhythms of the neighborhood daily, monthly and 
yearly, and its domination, especially as it relates to traffic, air quality and quality 
of life, is increasing. Every school day, twice a day, traffic to and from the school 
inundates, overwhelms and clogs Oak, Fremont and Truman avenues with lines 
of cars that reach at times to Highway 85. I have photos of this traffic. In the 
mornings, cars speed through the maze of streets that include Brookmill Road 
and Ravenswood Drive. I have a photo of a school boy on a bicycle in the cross-
walk on Oak over Truman being menaced by a driver either on the way to the 
high school or caught in the traffic jams it creates everyday.

On Feb. 13, in the single block on Oak Avenue between Truman Avenue and 
Harwalt Drive, I photographed in excess of sixty pieces of trash inside the school 



fence, beneath and in the oleander bushes that line the fence, and in the gutter 
adjacent to the sidewalk next to the school. As of Feb. 21, it all remained. 

The daily noise from construction at the high school begins nearly every school 
day at 7 a.m. with pounding and the electronic beeping of backing earth- and ma-
terials-moving machines and other heavy equipment. The sidewalk has been 
crushed from the weight of the enormous tractor trailers and other equipment dri-
ving over it. An entire oleander bush has been smashed to the ground. The con-
struction workers park their cars on Oak Street during the day, including illegally 
parking on corners, creating traffic hazards. I also have photographed that. It’s 
easy to dismiss such concerns as the product of fleeting construction conditions, 
but these “fleeting” conditions are expected to last years.

Aside from these systematic and systemic impacts, the neighborhood regularly 
accommodates visiting crowds and cars for baseball and other sports games. 
Huge private busses transport visiting sports and other teams to and from cam-
pus driving our residential roads. 

All additional people drawn to the neighborhood by the night-time spectacle of 
light and sound mean more traffic, more trash, more noise, poorer air quality, 
more wear on the natural environment. Crucially, as I hope this letter makes 
clear, that is on top of a lot of other traffic, noise, air pollution and environmental 
degradation, all of it wrought by the school, all of it intensified by the current ex-
pansion, all of it expected to grow worse with the addition of new students and 
the use of stadium lights and increased night-time activities. This EIR must ac-
knowledge this cumulative impact as that cumulative impact is what is lived by 
residents, not the isolated experience of a single night’s or even a single year’s 
exposure to stadium lights and sounds. Legally, the board might be able to argue 
otherwise. Morally and ethically, I think not.

To ameliorate its deleterious effects on the neighborhood’s quality of life, the dis-
trict should work with the city to prohibit all school-related parking on Oak and 
Truman avenues. The district should commit to aggressive traffic minimization 
measures including eliminating or severely limiting the use of private vehicles to 
deliver students to campus. We are engaged in an obesity epidemic in this coun-
try and the world is suffocating beneath the pollutants from its exhaust pipes! 
Students should be riding bikes, skateboards, walking, somehow getting to 
school other than in a car. Every institution in our country, including the school 
district, should be operating in such a way as to address these dual crises. Last-
ly, school board members upon taking office should be required to attend at least 



one training session on land-use and successfully integrating a growing institu-
tion of the physical magnitude of the high schools into existing neighborhoods in 
such a way as to enhance the larger quality of life. 

Sharon Simonson
Harwalt Drive
Los Altos
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DEPARTMENT  OF FISH  AND  WILDLIFE
Bay Delta Region
2825 Cordelia  Road, Suite  100
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(707)  428-2002
www.wildlife.ca.qov

GAVIN  NEWSOM,  Governor

CHARLTON  H. BONHAM,  Director

February  14,  2020

Mr. Mike  Mathiesen

Mountain  View/Los  Altos  Union  High  School  District

1299  Bryant  Avenue

Mountain  View,  CA 94040

mike.mathiesen(Qmvla.net

Subject:  Mountain  View  High  School  Stadium  Lights  & Public  Address  System,  Notice  of

Preparation  of  a Draft  Environmental  Impact  Report,  SCH  #2020010296,  City  of

Mountain  View,  Santa  Clara  County

Dear  Mr. Mathiesen:

The  California  Department  of Fish  and  Wildlife  (CDFW)  received  the Notice  of Preparation

(NOP)  of a draft  Environmental  Impact  Report  (EIR)  from  the Mountain  View/Los  Altos  Union

High School  Distri,ct (District)  for the Mountain View  High  School  Stadium Lights  & Public
Address  System  (Project)  pursuant  the  California  Environmental  Quality  Act  (CEQA)  and CEQA

Guidelines.'  The  deadline  to submit  comments  on the NOP  is February  20, 2020.

Thank  you  for  the opportunity  to provide  comments  and recommendations  regarding  those

activities  involved  in the Project  that  may  affect  California  fish  and  wildlife  resources.  Likewise,

we  appreciate  the opportunity  to provide  comments  regarding  those  aspects  of  the Project  that

CDFW,  by law, may  be required  to carry  out  or approve  through  the exercise  of its own
regulatory  authority  under  the Fish  and  Game  Code.

CDFW  ROLE

CDFW  is expected  to be a Trustee  Agency  with  regards  to this  Project.  As a Trustee  Agency,

CDFW  has a responsibility  pursuant  to CEQA  for  commenting  on projects  that  could  directly  or

indirectly  impact  biological  resources.  CDFW  has  jurisdiction  over  the  conservation,  protection,

and management  of  fish,  wildlife,  native  plants,  and habitat  necessary  for  biologically

sustainable  populations  of those  species  (i.e. biological  resources).  As a Trustee  Agency,

CDFW  is responsible  for  providing,  as available,  biological  expertise  to review  and comment

upon  environmental  documents  and impacts  arising  from  project  activities  (CEQA  Guidelines,  §

15386;  Fish  and Game  Code,  § 1802).

PROJECT  DESCRIPTION  SUMMARY

Proponent:  Mountain  View/Los  Altos  Union  High  School  District

Objective:  The  Project  includes  installation  of lighting  and public  address  system  speakers

around  an existing  sports  track  and  field  at the Mountain  View  High  School.

' CEQA  is codified  in the  California  Public  Resources  Code  in section  2'l000  et seq. The  "CEQA  Guidelines"  are

found  in Title  14  of  the California  Code  of Regulations,  commencing  with  section  15000.

Conserving Califo;nxia's Wi[dlifeSince 1870
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Location:  3535  Truman  Avenue,  Mountain  View,  CA, Santa  Clara  County,  CA 94040;

APN#1  97-06-001  .

COMMENTS  AND  RECOMMENDATIONS

CDFW  offers  the  comments  and  recommendations  below  to assist  the  District  in adequately

identifying  and/or  mitigating  the Project's  significant,  or potentially  significant,  direct  and indirect
impacts  on fish  and wildlife  (biological)  resources.

Trees  are present  within  the Project  boundary  and  in adjacent  residential  areas.  Both  native  and

non-native  trees  provide  nesting  habitat  for  birds.  CDFW  recommends  that  the  following
measures  be included  in the  draft  EIR:

1.  Nestinq  Bird  Surveys:  If Project-related  work  is scheduled  during  the nesting  season

(typically  February  15 to August  30 for  small  bird species  such  as passerines;  January  I 5

to September  15  for  owls;  and February  15 to September  15  for  other  raptors),  CDFW

recommends  that  a qualified  biologist  conduct  two  surveys  for  active  nests  of  such  birds

within  14 days  prior  to the beginning  of Project  construction,  with  a final  survey  conducted

within  48 hours  prior  to construction.  Appropriate  minimum  survey  radii  surrounding  the

work  area  are  typically  the  following:  i) 250  feet  for  passerines;  ii) 500  feet  for  small  raptors

such  as accipiters;  and iii) 1,000  feet  for  larger  raptors  such  as buteos.  Surveys  should  be

conducted  at the  appropriate  times  of day  and  during  appropriate  nesting  times.

2. Active  Nest  Buffers:  If the qualified  biologist  documents  active  nests  within  the Project

area  or in nearby  surrounding  areas,  an appropriate  buffer  between  the nest  and  active

construction  should  be established.  The  buffer  should  be clearly  marked  and maintained

until  the young  have  fledged  and are  foraging  independently.  Prior  to construction,  the

qualified  biologist  should  conduct  baseline  monitoring  of  the nest  to characterize  "normal"

bird behavior  and  establish  a buffer  distance  which  allows  the birds  to exhibit  normal

behavior.  The  qualified  biologist  should  monitor  the nesting  birds  daily  during  construction

activities  and  increase  the buffer  if the birds  show  signs  of unusual  or distressed  behavior

(e.g.  defensive  flights  and vocalizations,  standing  up from  a brooding  position,  and/or

flying  away  from  the nest). If buffer  establishment  is not  possible,  the  qualified  biologist  or

construction  Foreman  should  have  the  authority  to cease  all construction  work  in the  area

until  the young  have  fledged  and  the  nest  is no longer  active.

3.  Hooded  Liqhtinq:  Project  lighting  to be installed  should  be hooded  or shielded  to direct

light  downwards  and  to minimize  the  spillage  of light  outwards  into  adjacent  areas  where
trees  are present.

ENVIRONMENT  AL  DATA

CEQA  requires  that  information  developed  in draft  environmental  impact  reports  be incorporated

into a data  base  which  may  be used  to make  subsequent  or supplemental  environmental

determinations.  [Pub.  Resources  Code,  § 21003,  subd.  (e)].  Accordingly,  please  report  any

special-status  species  and natural  communities  detected  during  Project  surveys  to CNDDB.  The



Mr. Mike  Mathiesen

Mountain  View/Los  Altos  Union  High  School  District

February  14, 2020

Page  3

CNNDB  field  survey  form  can be found  at the  following  link:

https://wildlife.ca.qov/Data/CNDDB/Submittinq-Data#44524420-pdf-field-survey-form.  The

completed  form  can be mailed  electronically  to CNDDB  at the  following  email  address:

CNDDB(Qwildlife.ca.qov.  The  types  of information  reported  to CNDDB  can  be found  at the

following  link: https://wildlife.ca.qov/Data/CNDDB/Plants-and-Animals.

FILING  FEES

CDFW  anticipates  that  the Project  will have  an impact  on fish  and/or  wildlife,  and assessment  of

filing  fees  is necessary  (Fish  and Game  Code,  § 711.4;  Pub.  Resources  Code,  § 21089).  Fees

are payable  upon  filing  of  the Notice  of Determination  by the Lead  Agency  and serve  to help

defray  the cost  of  environmental  review  by CDFW.

CONCLUSION

CDFW  appreciates  the opportunity  to comment  on the  NOP  to assist  the Mountain  View/Los

Altos  Union  High  School  District  in identifying  and mitigating  Project  impacts  on biological

resources.

Questions  regarding  this  letter  or further  coordination  should  be directed  to Ms. Kristin  Garrison,

Environmental Scientist, at (707) 944-5534  or Kristin.Garrison@wildlife.ca.qov;  or
Ms. Brenda  Blinn,  Senior  Environmental  Scientist  (Supervisory),  at (707)  944-5541  or

Brenda.Blinn@widlife.ca.qov.

Sincerely,

Gregg  Erickson

Regional  Manager

Bay  Delta  Region

cc:  Office  of Planning  and Research,  State  Clearinghouse,  Sacramento




