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ENVIRONMENTAL DETERMINATION FORM

1. Project Title:

Nipomo Community Services District Interconnection Project

2. Lead Agency Name and Address:

Nipomo Community Services District

Peter Sevcik, Director of Engineering and Operations
148 South Wilson Street

Nipomo, CA 93444

3. Contact Person and Phone Number

Peter Sevcik
Nipomo Community Services District
805-929-1133

4. Project Location:

The proposed project is located in San Luis Obispo County in the unincorporated community of
Nipomo. The proposed Nipomo Community Services District Interconnection Project would
install three new underground facilities: the Golden State Water Company Interconnection
Facility located at the intersection of Orchard Avenue and Primavera Lane, the Golden State
Water Company — Cypress Ridge Interconnection Facility located at the intersection of Lyn Road
and Red Oak Way, and the Woodlands Mutual Water Company Interconnection Facility located
near the intersection of Via Concha Road and north of Trail View Place.

5. Project Sponsor’s Name and Address:
Nipomo Community Services District
148 South Wilson Street
Nipomo, CA 93444
6. General Plan Designation:
o  GSWC Facility: Residential — Suburban (RS)
o  GSWC-CR Facility: Residential — Rural (RR)

o  WMWC Facility: Recreation (REC)

7. Zoning:
e N/A
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8. Project Background

The Nipomo Community Services District (NCSD) has historically relied on groundwater
pumped from the Nipomo Mesa Management Area (NMMA) of the Santa Maria Groundwater
Basin, an aquifer that has been adjudicated since 2008. In 2015, the NCSD completed a portion of
the Nipomo Supplemental Water Project (NSWP), allowing the NCSD to receive imported water
from the City of Santa Maria. The NSWP allows the NCSD and the other water suppliers on the
Nipomo Mesa to reduce pumping from existing wells to slow the depletion of groundwater and to
reduce the potential for seawater intrusion on the Nipomo Mesa. The NSWP is consistent with the
settlement agreement (Stipulation) and the judgment related to the groundwater adjudication of
the Santa Maria Groundwater Basin.

The NSWP partner purveyors within the Nipomo Mesa Management Area include Woodlands
Mutual Water Company (WMWC) and Golden State Water Company (GSWC), both of which
receive NSWP water under the Supplemental Water Management and Groundwater
Replenishment Agreement (Replenishment Agreement) with the NCSD. Under the
Replenishment Agreement and as provided in the Stipulation, GSWC and WMWC have a
purveyor purchase allocation of 16.66% and 8.33%, respectively, of the total 2,500 acre-feet a
year delivered through the NSWP to the NCSD. At the time the Stipulation and Replenishment
Agreement were entered into, a third water supplier, Rural Water Company, was required to
purchase an additional 8.33% of the water delivered through the NSWP. GSWC has since
purchased Rural Water Company and is now responsible for Rural Water Company’s 8.33%
share. Per the NSWP, the three new interconnection facilities would allow for the maximum
allocations of water delivery to the GSWC and the WMWC. The new interconnection facilities
and appurtenances are consistent of the NSWP and would be operated and maintained by the
NCSD.

9. Description of Project

The NCSD proposes to construct and operate three new interconnection facilities to provide
supplemental water to the GSWC and the WMWC in the Nipomo Mesa (Figure 1). The
interconnection facilities would connect the NCSD pipelines to the GSWC and WMWC pipelines
and allow for the delivery of water to GSWC and WMWC from the NCSD pursuant to the
Replenishment Agreement. The proposed facilities include the Golden State Water Company
Interconnection Facility (Figure 2), the Golden State Water Company — Cypress Ridge
Interconnection Facility (Figure 3), and the Woodlands Mutual Water Company Interconnection
Facility (Figure 4).

Golden State Water Company Interconnection Facility

The Golden State Water Company Interconnection Facility (GSWC Facility) would be located
outside the southwest portion of the NCSD’s service boundary on the southern corner of the
Primavera Lane and Orchard Road intersection (adjacent to Assessor Parcel Number (APN) 092-
422-001). The GSWC Facility would connect to the existing Primavera Booster Pump Station,
which is currently inactive and has served as an emergency interconnection between the NCSD
and GSWC. Improvements would occur primarily underground and would require an 8-foot by 4-
foot precast concrete vault to be installed 4 feet below the existing grade. The vault would be
covered by a 4-foot by 4-foot double-leaf aluminum access hatch installed at ground level. The
new interconnection would also require demolition of the existing vault and associated piping and
valves and the installation of new flow control valves, isolation valves, appurtenances, and above
grade electrical and control panels that would be approximately 8 feet wide and 2 feet tall.
Improvements would occur outside of the paved road and within the County of San Luis Obispo’s
right-of-way. The estimated depth of excavation for the vault and associated piping is
approximately 5 feet, requiring the removal of approximately 10 cubic-yards of material. The
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total area of site disturbance would be approximately 500 square feet and would increase the total
impervious surface area by 50 square feet. No additional access requirements for the GSWC
Facility are anticipated and site disturbance including vegetation removal would be minimal.
Construction of the GSWC Facility and associated appurtenances is estimated to last 4 months.

The GSWC Facility would tie into the NCSD’s existing 6-inch waterline located on Orchard
Road at the southwestern end of the NCSD’s service area and would tie directly into the GSWC
distribution system via a 6-inch waterline at the existing interconnection.

Golden State Water Company — Cypress Ridge Interconnection Facility

The Golden State Water Company — Cypress Ridge Interconnection Facility (GSWC-CR
Facility) would be located within the western portion of the NCSD’s service area boundary on the
north side of Lyn Road, approximately 435 feet northwest of Red Oak Way (adjacent to APN
091-063-033). This facility would be used to provide NSWP water to the former Rural Water
Company’s service area. Improvements would occur primarily underground and would require an
8-foot by 4-foot precast concrete vault to be installed 4 feet below the existing grade. The vault
would be covered by a 4-foot by 4-foot double-leaf aluminum access hatch installed at ground
level. The new interconnection would also require installation of new flow control valves,
isolation valves, appurtenances, and above grade electrical and control panels that would be
approximately 8 feet wide and 2 feet tall. Improvements would occur outside of the paved road
and within the County of San Luis Obispo’s right-of-way. The estimated depth of excavation for
the vault and associated piping is approximately 5 feet, requiring the removal of approximately
10 cubic yards of material. The total area of site disturbance would be approximately 500 square
feet and would increase the total impervious surface area by 50 square feet. No additional access
requirements for the GSWC-CR Facility are anticipated and site disturbance including vegetation
removal would be minimal. Construction of the GSWC-CR Facility and associated appurtenances
is estimated to last 4 months.

The GSWC-CR Facility would connect to an existing NCSD 10-inch waterline located
underneath Lyn Road at the northwestern boundary of NCSD’s water service area and connect to
a new GSWC 8-inch waterline that was installed by GSWC to serve its Cypress Ridge service
area (see the Golden State Water Company: Cypress Ridge NCSD Interconnection Pipeline
Project SCH#2018071025).

Woodlands Mutual Water Company Interconnection Facility

The Woodlands Mutual Water Company Interconnection Facility (WMWC Facility) would be
located outside the NCSD’s service area boundary near the intersection of Via Concha Road and
Trail View Place in the Woodlands planned development. Improvements would occur primarily
underground and would require replacing an existing 8-inch NCSD unmetered emergency intertie
with an 8-foot by 4-foot precast concrete vault to be installed 4 feet below the existing grade. The
vault would be covered by a 4-foot by 4-foot double-leaf aluminum access hatch installed at
ground level. The new interconnection would also require installation of new flow control valves,
isolation valves, appurtenances, and above grade electrical and control panels that would be
approximately 8 feet wide and 2 feet tall. The WMWC Facility would require electrical service
from Pacific Gas & Electric Company (PG&E) and include the extension of power lines from an
existing PG&E power pole to a new power pole along Camino Caballo and the underground
installation of a 3-inch electrical conduit from the new power pole to the WMWC Facility. All
improvements would occur in The Woodlands, a master planned community, on APN 091-600-
009. The NCSD would be required to acquire permanent easements from the Woodlands Master
Association to install the interconnection facility and appurtenances. The estimated depth of
excavation for the vault and associated piping is approximately 5 feet, requiring the removal of
approximately 35 cubic-yards of material. The total site disturbance would be approximately 900
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10.

11.

12.

square feet and would increase the total impervious surface area by 50 square feet. The WMWC
Facility would also require the construction of a new 12-foot wide all-weather access drive via
Camino Caballo, requiring the removal of existing vegetation including 9 eucalyptus trees.
Construction of the WMWC Facility and associated appurtenances is estimated to last 4 months.

Surrounding Land Uses and Setting

All three proposed facilities would be located within the South County Planning Area in the
South County Inland Sub Area in the unincorporated community of Nipomo in San Luis Obispo
County. As designated by the County’s General Plan, the GSWC Facility is within the
Residential Suburban land use category near a rural residential neighborhood. The new facility
would be sited on a relatively level area currently covered with native grasses and weeds
surrounded by gently sloping hills and valleys. The nearest creek is Nipomo Creek, located
approximately 1 mile northeast of the GSWC Facility, on the east side of Highway 101. The
GSWC-CR Facility is within the Residential Rural land use category near a rural neighborhood.
The new facility would be sited on a relatively level area currently covered with native grasses
and weeds surrounded by gently to moderately sloping hills and valleys vegetated with grasses,
oaks and eucalyptus trees. The nearest creek is Los Berros Creek, located approximately 0.60
mile north of the GSWC-CR Facility. The WMWC Facility is within the Recreation land use
category in the Woodlands planned development. The new facility would be sited on a gently
sloping hill surrounded by grasses and eucalyptus trees. The nearest creeks are an unnamed
tributary of the Oso Flaco Creek, approximately 1.57 miles southwest of the WMWC Facility, an
unnamed tributary to Black Lake, approximately 1.70 miles north of the WMWC Facility, and the
Santa Maria River, approximately 3.58 miles south of the WMWC Facility.

Other public agencies whose approval may be required (e.g., permits, financing approval,
or participation agreement):

e County of San Luis Obispo — Encroachment Permit (non-discretionary)

Have California Native American tribes traditionally and culturally affiliated with the
project area requested consultation pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 21080.3.1?
If so, has consultation begun?

Pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 21080.3.1, the NCSD (the CEQA Lead Agency)
submitted notification letters on September 19, 2018 to the yak titru tit'u - Northern Chumash
Tribe, the Northern Chumash Tribal Council, the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians, and the
San Luis Obispo County Chumash Council. On September 20, 2018, the NCSD received a
request for consultation from Mona Tucker of the yak titvu tit'u - Northern Chumash Tribe and
consultation was initiated on October 5, 2018. On October 8, 2018, Fred Collins of the Northern
Chumash Tribal Council requested that the records search and archaeological reports prepared for
the project be submitted to the Northern Chumash Tribal Council. The results of the consultation
process are summarized under section XVIII. Tribal Cultural Resources, below.
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Figure 1. Project Vicinity Map
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Figure 2. Golden State Water Company Interconnection Facility Location Map
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Figure 3. Golden State Water Company Interconnection — Cypress Ridge Facility Location Map
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Figure 4. Woodlands Mutual Water Company Interconnection Facility Location Map
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Environmental Factors Potentially Affected

The environmental factors checked below would be potentially affected by this project, involving at least
one impact that is a "Potentially Significant Impact" as indicated by the checklist on the following pages.

O

X X

X O

0 O

Aesthetics [] Agriculture and Forestry Air Quality
Resources
Biological Resources Cultural Resources [] Energy
Geology /Soils [] Greenhouse Gas Emissions [] Hazards & Hazardous
Materials
Hydrology / Water Quality [] Land Use/Planning [] Mineral Resources
Noise [] Population / Housing [] Public Services
Recreation [] Transportation/Traffic Tribal Cultural Resources
Utilities / Service Systems ] Wildfire Mandatory Findings of
Significance

Lead Agency Determination

On the basis of this initial evaluation:

I find that the proposed project COULD NOT have a significant effect on the environment, and a
NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be prepared.

I find that although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the environment, there
will not be a significant effect in this case because revisions in the project have been made by or
agreed to by the project proponent. A MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be prepared.

I find that the proposed project MAY have a significant effect on the environment, and an
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT is required.

I find that the proposed project MAY have a “potentially significant impact” or “potentially
significant unless mitigated” impact on the environment, but at least one effect 1) has been
adequately analyzed in an earlier document pursuant to applicable legal standards, and 2) has been
addressed by mitigation measures based on the earlier analysis as described on attached sheets. An
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT is required, but it must analyze only the effects that
remain to be addressed.

I find that although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the environment, because
all potentially significant effects (a) have been analyzed adequately in an earlier EIR or NEGATIVE
DECLARATION pursuant to applicable standards, and (b) have been avoided or mitigated pursuant
to that earlier EIR or NEGATIVE DECLARATION, including revisions or mitigation measures that
are imposed upon the proposed project, nothing further is required.

Nipomo Community Services District Interconnection Project Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration
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Evaluation of Environmental Impacts

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

7)

8)

9)

A brief explanation is required for all answers except "No Impact" answers that are adequately supported by the
information sources a lead agency cites in the parentheses following each question. A "No Impact" answer is
adequately supported if the referenced information sources show that the impact simply does not apply to projects
like the one involved (e.g., the project falls outside a fault rupture zone). A "No Impact" answer should be
explained where it is based on project-specific factors as well as general standards (e.g., the project will not expose
sensitive receptors to pollutants, based on a project-specific screening analysis).

All answers must take account of the whole action involved, including off-site as well as on-site, cumulative as
well as project-level, indirect as well as direct, and construction as well as operational impacts.

Once the lead agency has determined that a particular physical impact may occur, then the checklist answers must
indicate whether the impact is potentially significant, less than significant with mitigation, or less than significant.
"Potentially Significant Impact" is appropriate if there is substantial evidence that an effect may be significant. If
there are one or more "Potentially Significant Impact" entries when the determination is made, an EIR is required.

"Negative Declaration: Less Than Significant With Mitigation Incorporated" applies where the incorporation of
mitigation measures has reduced an effect from "Potentially Significant Impact" to a "Less Than Significant
Impact." The lead agency must describe the mitigation measures, and briefly explain how they reduce the effect
to a less than significant level (mitigation measures from "Earlier Analyses," as described in (5) below, may be
cross-referenced).

Earlier analyses may be used where, pursuant to the tiering, program EIR, or other CEQA process, an effect has
been adequately analyzed in an earlier EIR or negative declaration. Section 15063(c)(3)(D). In this case, a brief
discussion should identify the following:

a) Earlier Analysis Used. Identify and state where they are available for review.

b) Impacts Adequately Addressed. Identify which effects from the above checklist were within the scope
of and adequately analyzed in an earlier document pursuant to applicable legal standards, and state
whether such effects were addressed by mitigation measures based on the earlier analysis.

¢) Mitigation Measures. For effects that are "Less than Significant with Mitigation Measures Incorporated,"
describe the mitigation measures, which were incorporated or refined from the earlier document and the
extent to which they address site specific conditions for the project.

Lead agencies are encouraged to incorporate into the checklist references to information sources for potential
impacts (e.g., general plans, zoning ordinances). Reference to a previously prepared or outside document should,
where appropriate, include a reference to the page or pages where the statement is substantiated.

Supporting Information Sources: A source list should be attached, and other sources used or individuals contacted
should be cited in the discussion.

This is only a suggested form, and lead agencies are free to use different formats; however, lead agencies should
normally address the questions from this checklist that are relevant to a project's environmental effects in whatever
format is selected.

The explanation of each issue should identify:

a) the significance criteria or threshold, if any, used to evaluate each question; and

b) the mitigation measure identified, if any, to reduce the impact to less than significance.
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Less Than
Significant
Potentially with Less Than
Significant Mitigation Significant
Impact Incorporated Impact No Impact

.  AESTHETICS

Except as provided in Public Resources
Code Section 21099, would the project:

(@) Have a substantial adverse effect on a D D D

scenic vista?

(b)  Substantially damage scenic D D D

resources, including, but not limited to,
trees, rock outcroppings, and historic
buildings within a state scenic
highway?

(c) Innon-urbanized areas, substantially D D D

degrade the existing visual character
or quality of public views of the site
and its surroundings? (public views are
those that are experienced from
publicly accessible vantage point). If
the project is in an urbanized area,
would the project conflict with
applicable zoning and other
regulations governing scenic quality?

(d)  Create a new source of substantial D D D

light or glare which would adversely
affect day or nighttime views in the
area?

Setting

The interconnection facilities are located near existing suburban and rural residential developments within
the unincorporated community of Nipomo in San Luis Obispo County. Improvements associated with
each of the interconnection facilities would require installation of a below grade concrete vault and
associated piping and valves. Additional trenching would be required to connect the new facilities with
the existing adjacent waterlines. Aboveground improvements would be limited to electrical equipment
and instrument panels within a low-lying 8-foot wide by 2-foot tall enclosure. The GSWC and GSWC-
CR facilities would be located within the County’s right-of-way, outside the area of pavement, and the
WMWOC facility would be setback from the roadway on a parcel associated with the Woodlands
development. The WMWC Facility would also require the development of an access road resulting in the
removal of vegetation and 9 eucalyptus trees. The topography for each site is relatively flat to gently
sloping, surrounded by ruderal vegetation and grasses with occasional trees. The interconnection facilities
are not within a visually sensitive area or overlay zone and would not be visible from a state scenic
highway. There are no other scenic resources within the project vicinity.

Discussion

(a) Have a substantial adverse effect on a scenic vista?

No Impact. The improvements associated with the three interconnection facilities would
primarily occur underground, including the installation of a vault and adjacent waterline
connections. Aboveground improvements would be minimal and include installation of low-lying
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(b)

(c)

(d)

instrument and electrical control panels within a small, low-lying enclosure. The project site is
not within view of any designated or unofficial scenic vistas in the project vicinity. Additional
access development for the WMWC Facility would require tree (eucalyptus) and vegetation
removal and grading for an all-weather road, however, these activities would be largely
undetectable from mid- or long-range views within the Nipomo mesa. Therefore, these changes
would not result in adverse effects on a scenic vista. The new facilities would be located within
the County’s right-of-way and on a parcel associated with The Woodlands and would not result in
a substantial adverse effect on a vista. Therefore, no impacts would occur, and no mitigation is
necessary.

Substantially damage scenic resources, including, but not limited to, trees, rock
outcroppings, and historic buildings within a state scenic highway?

No Impact. The proposed interconnection facility sites are not within or adjacent to an officially
designated state scenic highway. The nearest interconnection facility to U.S. Route (U.S.) 101, an
eligible state scenic highway, is located approximately 0.75 mile away. The proposed project
components would not be visible to viewers travelling along U.S. Route 101 due to existing
topography, vegetation, and development. No impacts would occur, and no mitigation is
necessary.

In non-urbanized areas, substantially degrade the existing visual character or quality of
public views of the site and its surroundings? (public views are those that are
experienced from publicly accessible vantage point). If the project is in an urbanized
area, would the project conflict with applicable zoning and other regulations governing
scenic quality?

Less than Significant Impact. Improvements predominantly include the underground
installation of a vault and associated piping, valves and adjacent waterline connections. Each
facility would include aboveground electrical control panels within a low-lying 8-foot wide by 2-
foot tall enclosure with muted tones matching the surrounding landscape (e.g. beige, gray or
green). The new enclosures would be consistent with similar aboveground infrastructure
commonly associated with other utility providers and frequently seen throughout Nipomo and the
County. The WMWC Facility would require the development of an access road and the removal
of vegetation and 9 eucalyptus trees. Vegetation and tree removal would not result in a substantial
noticeable change to the project site as seen from public vantage points. No visually significant
infrastructure or appurtenant structures would be constructed as part of the new interconnection
facilities. Proposed improvements would be predominantly subsurface, and aboveground
infrastructure would be consistent with the existing visual character and quality of the site and its
surroundings. The project would not substantially degrade visual character or quality of public
views and would not conflict with applicable zoning or other regulations governing scenic
quality. Impacts related to short-term site disturbance and construction activity would be less than
significant, and no mitigation is necessary.

Create a new source of substantial light or glare which would adversely affect day or
nighttime views in the area?

No Impact. The proposed project would not include any new sources of light or glare; therefore,
no impact would occur, and no mitigation is necessary.
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Conclusion

The proposed project would not result in a significant adverse impact on scenic vistas, damage scenic
resources, adversely affect the visual qualities of existing public views, conflict with applicable zoning or
other regulations governing scenic quality, or add new sources of light or glare that would adversely
impact day or nighttime views. Therefore, potential impacts would be less than significant, and no

mitigation is necessary.

Sources

California Department of Transportation (Caltrans). 2018. California Scenic Highway Mapping System.
Available at: http://www.dot.ca.gov/hg/LandArch/16_livability/scenic_highways/. Accessed on

August 24, 2018.

. AGRICULTURE AND
FORESTRY RESOURCES

In determining whether impacts to agricultural
resources are significant environmental
effects, lead agencies may refer to the
California Agricultural Land Evaluation and
Site Assessment Model (1997) prepared by
the California Dept. of Conservation as an
optional model to use in assessing impacts
on agriculture and farmland. In determining
whether impacts to forest resources,
including timberland, are significant
environmental effects, lead agencies may
refer to information compiled by the California
Department of Forestry and Fire Protection
regarding the state’s inventory of forest land,
including the Forest and Range Assessment
Project and the Forest Legacy Assessment
project; and forest carbon measurement
methodology provided in Forest Protocols
adopted by the California Air Resources
Board. Would the project:

(@) Convert Prime Farmland, Unique
Farmland, or Farmland of Statewide
Importance (Farmland), as shown on
the maps prepared pursuant to the
Farmland Mapping and Monitoring
Program of the California Resources
Agency, to non-agricultural use?

(b)  Conflict with existing zoning for
agricultural use, or a Williamson Act
contract?

Less Than
Significant
Potentially with Less Than
Significant Mitigation Significant
Impact Incorporated Impact No Impact
[ [ []
[ [ []
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Less Than

Significant
Potentially with Less Than
Significant Mitigation Significant
Impact Incorporated Impact No Impact
(c)  Conflict with existing zoning for, or
cause rezoning of, forest land (as o o o
defined in Public Resources Code
section 12220(g)), timberland (as
defined by Public Resources Code
section 4526), or timberland zoned
Timberland Production (as defined by
Government Code section 51104(g))?
(d) Resultin the loss of forest land or
conversion of forest land to non-forest D D D
use?
(e) Involve other changes in the existing D D D

environment which, due to their
location or nature, could result in
conversion of Farmland, to non-
agricultural use or conversion of forest
land to non-forest use?

Setting

Project Elements. The following area-specific elements relate to the property’s importance for agricultural
production:

Land Use Category: Residential Suburban, Residential Rural, Recreation
State Classification: Urban and Built-Up, and Farmland of Local Potential
Historic/Existing Commercial Crops: None

In Agricultural Preserve? No

Under Williamson Act contract? No

The soil type and characteristics for all three interconnection facilities include:

e 184. Oceano sand, 0-9% slopes. This very deep, excessively drained, nearly level to moderately
sloping soil has rapid permeability and surface runoff is slow or medium. The hazard of water
erosion is slight or moderate, and the hazard of wind erosion is high. This soil is classified as
Farmland of Statewide Importance by the Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS).

Discussion

(a) Convert Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, or Farmland of Statewide Importance
(Farmland), as shown on the maps prepared pursuant to the Farmland Mapping and
Monitoring Program of the California Resources Agency, to non-agricultural use?

Less than Significant Impact. The California Department of Conservation’s Farmland Mapping
and Monitoring Program (FMMP) and San Luis Obispo County Important Farmland Maps
(FMMP 2016) identifies the land within the project areas as Urban and Built-Up and as Farmland
of Local Potential. The project does not propose any ground disturbance or additional work
outside the areas identified for the new interconnection facilities and associated waterlines within
the County right-of-way and Woodlands parcel, therefore, the project would have no potential to
impact Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, or Farmland of Statewide Importance. . The project
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(b)

(c)

(d)

(e)

areas are unlikely to be used for agricultural uses in the future, as they are located entirely within
existing right of way and/or adjacent to existing roadways. The Woodlands parcel is located
within predominantly developed residential areas and is of an insufficient size and configuration
in relation to adjacent uses to support agricultural activities. Therefore, potential impacts related
to the conversion of important farmland would be less than significant, and no mitigation is
necessary.

Conflict with existing zoning for agricultural use, or a Williamson Act contract?

No Impact. The new interconnection facilities would be within the Residential Suburban,
Residential Rural, and Recreation land use categories, and are not under Williamson Act
Contract, within an agricultural preserve, or zoned for agricultural uses. The project would not
conflict with existing zoning for agricultural uses or the Williamson Act. No impacts would
occur, and no mitigation is necessary.

Conflict with existing zoning for, or cause rezoning of, forest land (as defined in Public
Resources Code section 12220(g)), timberland (as defined by Public Resources Code
section 4526), or timberland zoned Timberland Production (as defined by Government
Code section 51104(qg))?

No Impact. The proposed project would not conflict with existing zoning for, or rezoning of,
forest land, timberland, or areas of timberland zoned Timberland Production. The WMWC
Facility would require removal of 9 eucalyptus trees, which are non-native tree species that do not
meet the definition of forestland, timberland, or timberland zoned Timberland Production as
defined in the Public Resources and Government Code 12220(g) Sections 4526 and 51104(g),
and there is no forestland or timberland existing or zoned in the vicinity of the project. No
impacts would occur, and no mitigation is necessary.

Result in the loss of forest land or conversion of forest land to non-forest use?

No Impact. The new facilities would be located in a rural setting surrounded by suburban and
rural residential uses. The WMWC Facility would remove several eucalyptus trees; however,
eucalyptus are non-native and do not meet the definition of forestland. The proposed project
would not result in the loss of or conversion of forestland; therefore, no impact would occur, and
no mitigation is necessary.

Involve other changes in the existing environment which, due to their location or nature,
could result in conversion of Farmland, to non-agricultural use or conversion of forest
land to non-forest use?

No Impact. The proposed project will not involve other changes in the existing environment
which, due to their location or nature, could result in conversion of Farmland to nonagricultural
use or conversion of forestland to non-forest use. The project site is within the Residential
Suburban, Residential Rural, and Recreation land use categories and improvements would occur
within existing County right-of-way and on the Woodlands parcel. The project would not
adversely affect existing proximate agricultural uses, agricultural support services, or agricultural
infrastructure or resources. The proposed project would not result in the indirect conversion of
existing farm or forestland to another use. No impacts would occur, and no mitigation is
necessary.

Conclusion

The proposed project is within the Residential Suburban, Residential Rural, and Recreation land use
categories and improvements would occur within an existing County right-of-way or on the Woodlands
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parcel. The proposed project would be predominantly subsurface with minimal aboveground
infrastructure and would not convert significant agricultural land to a non-agricultural use. The project
would not conflict with existing agricultural or forest land zoning, result in the loss of forestland, or
involve any other land use conversions. The proposed project would not result in a significant adverse
impact to Agricultural and Forest Resources, and no mitigation is necessary.

Sources

California Department of Conservation. 2016. Farmland Mapping and Monitoring Program. Available at:
http://maps.conservation.ca.gov/dlrp/ciftimeseries/. Accessed on: August 24, 2018.

County of San Luis Obispo (County). 2018. Land Use View: Agricultural-Williamson Act Available at:
https://gis.slocounty.ca.gov/sites/luview.htm. Accessed on: August 24, 2018.

Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS). 2018. Web Soil Survey. Available at:
https://websoilsurvey.nres.usda.gov/app/WebSoilSurvey.aspx. Accessed on: August 24, 2018.

Less Than
Significant
Potentially with Less Than
Significant Mitigation Significant
Impact Incorporated Impact No Impact

lll. AIR QUALITY
Where available, the significance criteria
established by the applicable air quality
management district or air pollution control
district may be relied upon to make the
following determinations. Would the project:
(@) Conflict with or obstruct

implementation of the applicable air o o u

quality plan?
(b)  Resultin a cumulatively considerable

net increase of any criteria pollutant for o o u

which the project region is non-

attainment under an applicable federal

or state ambient air quality standard?
(c) Expose sensitive receptors to

substantial pollutant concentrations? o u u
(d)  Resultin other emissions (such as ] ] H

those leading to odors) adversely
affecting a substantial number of
people?

Setting

The project is located in the coastal plateau area of San Luis Obispo County and within the South Central
Coast Air Basin (SCCAB). The SCCAB is under the jurisdiction of the San Luis Obispo County Air
Pollution Control District (SLOAPCD). The SLOAPCD has developed and updated their CEQA Air
Quality Handbook (2012) to evaluate project specific impacts and help determine if air quality mitigation
measures are needed, or if potentially significant impacts could result. To evaluate long-term emissions,
cumulative effects, and establish countywide programs to reach acceptable air quality levels, a Clean Air
Plan has been adopted (prepared by the SLOAPCD). From a geographical and meteorological standpoint,
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the County can be divided into three general regions: the Coastal Plateau, the Upper Salinas River Valley,
and the East County Plain. Air quality in each of these regions is characteristically different, although the
physical features which divide them provide only limited barriers to transport of pollutants between
regions. In general, a majority of San Luis Obispo County typically experiences low levels of ozone
pollution, with infrequent exceedances of state and federal ozone and particulate matter standards.
However, parts of the Nipomo area exceed the state standard for particulate matter under 10 microns
(PM0) roughly 60 to 95 times each year, and the Red Hills air monitoring station in the eastern part of the
county typically exceeds the federal ozone standards in the summer and fall.

The state and national attainment status designations pertaining to San Luis Obispo County are
summarized in Table 1. The County is currently designated as a nonattainment area with respect to the
state ozone and PM standards. In addition, the eastern portion of the County is designated nonattainment
for the national ozone standards. The county is designated attainment or unclassified for the remaining
state and national standards.

Table 1. Summary of Ambient Air Quality Standards and Attainment Designations

California Standards’ National Standards'
Pollutant Avefag'"g .
Time . Attainment . .
Concentration Primary Attainment Status
Status
0.09 ppm Non-Attainment Eastern
1-hour (180 pg/m3) Non- - San Luis Obispo County
Ozone (0s) Attainment
8-hour 0.070 ppm 0.070 ppm Attainment Western
(137 pg/md) (137 pg/m*®)  San Luis Obispo County
Respirable 24-hour 50 pg/m® Non- 150 pg/m® Unclassified/
Particle Matter Attainment Attainment
(PM1o) AAM 20 pg/m® -
No State
24-hour 35 pg/m?
Fine Particulate Standard Attainment ha Unclassified/
Matter (PMz.s) Attainment
AAM 12 pg/m?3 12 pg/m?3
8-hour 9 ppm 9 ppm
Carbon (10 mg/md) pp
Monoxide Attainment —— Unclassified
(CO) ) 20 ppm 35 ppm
1-hour (10 mg/m?) (40 mg/m?)
AAM 0.030 ppm 0.053 ppm
Nitrogen Dioxide (57 ng/im®) . (100 pg/md) .
Attainment ——— Unclassified
(NO2) 1-hour 0.18 ppm 100 ppm
(330 pg/m?3) (196 pg/m?3)
0.030 ppm
AAM - (80 ng/m?)
0.04 ppm 0.14 ppm
24-hour
Sulfur Dioxide (105 pug/m®) . (365 ng/m®) .
Attainment — Unclassified
(SO2) 3-hour 0.5 ppm
) - (1300 pg/md)
} 0.25 ppm 75 ppb
1-hour (655 ng/m?) (196 mg/m?)
. No Attainment
- 3 _
Lead 30-day Average 1.5 pg/m Attainment Information
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California Standards’

National Standards’

Pollutant A"efag'"g .
Time . Attainment . .
Concentration Primary Attainment Status
Status
Calendar 3
Quarter - 1.5 ug/m
Rolling 3-Month 3
Average B 0.15 ug/m
Extinction
Visibility- coefficient:
Reducing 8-hour 0.23/kilometer-  Attainment
Particle Matter visibility of 10
miles or more. N
o}
Sulfates 24-hour 25 pg/m?® Attainment Federal
. 0.03 ppm . Standards
Hydrogen Sulfide 1-hour (42 pg/m?) Attainment
No
Vinyl Chloride 24-hour 0.01 ppn; Attainment
(26 pg/m?) -
Information
Notes:

pg/m?® = micrograms per cubic meter, pp, = parts per million, AAM = Annual Arithmetic Mean
1. Daily and quarterly emission thresholds are based on the California Health and Safety Code and the CARB Carl Moyer Guidelines.
2. Any project with a grading area greater than 4.0 acres of worked area can exceed the 2.5-ton PM,, quarterly threshold.

Source: SLOAPCD 2018.

Sensitive Receptors

One of the most important reasons for air quality standards is the protection of those members of the
population who are most sensitive to the adverse health effects of air pollution, termed "sensitive

receptors.” The term sensitive receptors refer to specific population groups, as well as the land uses where
individuals would reside for long periods. Commonly identified sensitive population groups are children,
the elderly, the acutely ill, and the chronically ill. Commonly identified sensitive land uses would include
facilities that house or attract children, the elderly, people with illnesses, or others who are especially
sensitive to the effects of air pollutants. Residential dwellings, schools, parks, playgrounds, childcare
centers, convalescent homes, and hospitals are examples of sensitive land uses. Sensitive land uses and
receptors in proximity to the interconnection facilities are listed in Table 2, below.

Table 2. Nearby Land Uses and Sensitive Receptors

Land Use Distance (miles) Location
Residences
Residences < 0.1 mile All 3 facilities
Schools
North
Treasure from Heaven Day Care 0.40 (GSWC Facility)
Northwest
Dana Elementary School 1.0 (GSWC Facility)
. . Northwest
Little Bits Preschool 1.0 (GSWC Facility)
Churches
House of Prayer Church of God 0.70 Northeast

Nipomo Community Services District Interconnection Project
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Land Use Distance (miles) Location
in Christ City Church (GSWC Facility)
First Baptist Church of Nipomo 1.0 (va?/réh;vae;hty)
New Beginnings Community Church 1.0 (GSI\IV(\)Ir(T‘,h;vaecSiJl[ity)
Northwest
Five Cities Vineyard Church 0.30 (GSWC-CR
Facility)
Hospitals
Community Health Center 1.0 (va?lr(t:hgaecsﬁity)
Libraries
. . Northwest
Nipomo Library 1.0 (GSWC Facility)
Parks/Recreation
Monarch Dunes Golf Club 0.10 East

(WMWC Facility)

SLOAPCD Thresholds

The SLOAPCD thresholds for determining the significance of impacts for total emissions expected from a
project’s construction activities are provided in Table 3, below. The SLOAPCD has discretion to require
mitigation for projects that would not exceed the mitigation thresholds if those projects would result in

special impacts, such as the release of diesel particulate matter (DPM) emissions or asbestos near

sensitive receptors.

Table 1. SLOAPCD Thresholds of Significance for Construction Operations Emissions

Threshold'
Pollutant Dail Quarterly Quarterly
y Tier 1 Tier 2
ROG + NOx (combined) 137 Ibs 2.5 tons 6.3 tons
Diesel Particulate Matter (DPM) 7 Ibs 0.13 tons 0.32 tons
Fugitive Particulate Matter (PM1o), Dust 2 -- 2.5 tons --

Notes:
ROG = reactive organic gases, NOx = nitrogen oxides

1. Daily and quarterly emission thresholds are based on the California Health and Safety Code and the CARB Carl Moyer Guidelines.
2. Any project with a grading area greater than 4.0 acres of worked area can exceed the 2.5 ton PM,, quarterly threshold.

Source: SLOAPCD 2012.

Discussion

(a) Conflict with or obstruct implementation of the APCD Clean Air Plan?

Less than Significant Impact. As part of the California Clean Air Act, the SLOAPCD is
required to develop a plan to achieve and maintain the state ozone standard by the earliest
practicable date. The SLOAPCD’s 2001 Clean Air Plan (CAP) addresses the attainment and
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maintenance of state and federal ambient air quality standards. The CAP was adopted by the
SLOAPCD on March 26, 2002.

The CAP outlines the SLOAPCD's strategies to reduce ozone-precursor pollutants (i.e., reactive
organic gases [ROG] and nitrogen oxides [NOx]) from a wide variety of sources. The CAP
includes a stationary-source control program, which includes control measures for permitted
stationary sources, as well as transportation and land use management strategies to reduce motor
vehicle emissions and use. The stationary-source control program is administered by the
SLOAPCD. Transportation and land use control measures are implemented at the local or
regional level by promoting and facilitating the use of alternative transportation options,
increased pedestrian access and accessibility to community services and local destinations,
reductions in vehicle miles traveled (VMT), and promotion of congestion management efforts. In
addition, local jurisdictions also prepare population forecasts, which are used by SLOAPCD to
forecast population-related emissions and air quality attainment, including those contained in the
CAP.

The proposed project would include the underground installation of vaults and adjacent waterline
connections, associated aboveground infrastructure within existing County right-of-way or on the
Woodlands parcel, and a new access road and would not alter or create a new use in the project
area. The project would provide supplemental water as part of the NSWP and would not result in
an increase in population or employment and would not generate a significant increase in vehicle
trips. The proposed project would not contribute to the generation of significant levels of any air
contaminants and would not conflict or obstruct the implementation of the SLOAPCD’s Clean
Air Plan or other applicable regional and local planning documents. Impacts would be less than
significant, and no mitigation is necessary.
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(b)

Result in a cumulatively considerable net increase of any criteria pollutant for which the
project region is non-attainment under an applicable federal or state ambient air quality
standard?

Less than Significant Impact. As discussed above, the County is currently designated as non-
attainment for ozone and PM o and the project vicinity (Nipomo) experiences the highest number
of PMo exceedances in the County. Construction related emissions would be short-term
(approximately 4 months for all three sites) and limited in nature (three underground
interconnection facilities and associated piping and infrastructure). The construction contractor
would ultimately be responsible for the construction schedule, but it is anticipated that
construction activities would be sequential in nature and likely to last approximately 30 to 45
days of work at each of the three project sites, with some activities overlapping at each site.

Construction activities that typically result in short-term emissions may include, but are not
limited to, demolition and removal of existing facilities, site grading and excavation, vegetation
and tree removal, road paving, motor vehicle exhaust associated with construction equipment and
worker trips, and the movement of construction equipment, especially on unpaved surfaces.
Emissions of airborne PM are largely dependent on the amount of ground disturbance associated
with site preparation activities. The project proposes minimal grading and cut-and-fill activities
for each facility. The GSWC and GSWC-CR facilities would each remove approximately 10
cubic yards of cut material and result in approximately 500 square feet of ground disturbance.
The WMWC Facility would remove approximately 35 cubic yards of cut material and result in
900 square feet of ground disturbance, which includes improvements associated with the access
road. Based on estimated cut and fill estimates and SLOAPCD screening emission rates for
construction activities, estimated construction-related emissions that would result from the project
were calculated and are shown in Table 4 below.

Table 4. Proposed Project Estimated Construction Emissions.

Total SLOAPCD Threshold

Pollutant Estimated . Quarterly
Emissions Dally (Tier 1)

Threshold
Exceeded?

ROG + NOx

(combined) 6.25 Ibs 137 pounds 2.5 tons No

Diesel Particulate

7 pounds
Matter (DPM) 0.27 Ibs P 0.13 tons No

Fugitive
Particulate Matter 0.03 tons 2.5 tons No
(PM10)

Source: SLOAPCD CEQA Air Quality Handbook Tables 2-1 and 2-2.
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Based on estimated construction emissions identified in Table 4, the project would not result in
the emission of criteria pollutants that would exceed daily or quarterly construction-related
thresholds established by the SLOAPCD. All construction vehicles and equipment would be
required to be equipped with the State-mandated emission control devices pursuant to State
emission regulations and standard construction practices. After construction is complete, all
construction-related impacts would cease.

Based on the proposed use to operate three new interconnection facilities to connect the NCSD
pipelines to the GSWC and WMWC pipelines and allow for the delivery of water to GSWC and
WMWC from the NCSD, operational emissions associated with routine maintenance of the
facilities would be limited to occasional vehicle trips for maintenance operations therefore would
be negligible. Based on the size of the proposed facilities (three interconnection facilities
approximately 128 sf each, totaling approximately 384-sf of water distribution facilities) and
SLOAPCD’s screening criteria for project air quality analysis (SLOAPCD CEQA Air Quality
Handbook Table 1-1), the project would not exceed SLOAPCD thresholds for GHGs or ozone.
Although the land uses identified in SLOAPCD CEQA Air Quality Handbook Table 1-1 do not
include public facilities such as the proposed project, the size of the proposed facilities falls
below the thresholds identified for every industrial, commercial, and recreational use.

Due to the short duration of the proposed ground disturbance (approximately 4 months), limited
nature of the proposed earthwork (three underground interconnection facilities and associated
piping and infrastructure requiring approximately 1,900 sf of disturbance), and negligible long-
term air emissions, the project would result in potential air quality emissions well below any state
or federal significance criteria. Therefore, impacts related to cumulatively considerable net
increase of any criteria pollutant would be less than significant.

(c) Expose sensitive receptors to substantial pollutant concentrations?

Less than Significant Impact with Mitigation. The closest sensitive receptors to any of the new
facilities would be nearby single-family residences. The GSWC Facility would be located
approximately 50 feet northwest of the nearest residence, and the GSWC-CR and WMWC
Facilities would be located within 1,000 feet of nearby rural residences. Additional sensitive
receptors in the project vicinity have been identified in Table 2. The project would result in
temporary increases in air emissions, including emissions of fugitive dust (PMo) and diesel-
exhaust PM, during project construction associated with excavation, trenching, soil removal,
access development, and asphalt replacement. These pollutants are known to be hazardous to
health, particularly when emitted in close proximity to a sensitive receptor; therefore, due to the
proximity to several sensitive receptors near the new interconnection facilities, this impact is
considered potentially significant. Although the project would not exceed any construction or
operational thresholds for air emissions, standard dust control and DPM mitigation measures are
required by the SLOAPCD CEQA Air Quality Handbook (SLOAPCD 2012) for projects located
within 1,000 feet of sensitive receptors. Measures AIR-1 and AIR-2 require implementation of
standard dust control measures, monitoring, and equipment practices. Given that project
construction emissions were determined to be well below APCD construction emissions
thresholds (Table 4), these standard measures would be sufficient in reducing potential impacts to
nearby sensitive receptors to a less-than-significant level. Therefore, implementation of
Mitigation Measures AIR-1 and AIR-2 would reduce potentially significant impacts to less than
significant.
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(d) Result in other emissions (such as those leading to odors) adversely affecting a
substantial number of people?

Less than Significant Impact. Construction could generate odors from heavy diesel machinery
and materials used for excavation and asphalt replacement. The generation of odors during the
construction period would be temporary, would be consistent with odors commonly associated
with roadway construction, and would dissipate within a short distance from the active work area.
No significant long-term operational emissions would be generated by the project. Therefore,
potential impacts related to emissions or odors that could adversely affect a substantial number of
people would be less than significant. No mitigation is necessary.

Conclusion

The proposed project would not exceed applicable SLOAPCD thresholds for construction and operational
emissions and would implement standard SLOAPCD mitigation measures for dust and DPM suppression
during construction activities within 1,000 feet of sensitive receptors. With incorporation of the mitigation
detailed below, the project would result in less than significant impacts on Air Quality.

Mitigation Measures

AIR-1 Upon application for encroachment permits, all required PM o measures shall be shown
on applicable grading or construction plans and made applicable during grading and
construction activities as described below.

a. Reduce the amount of the disturbed area where possible;

b. Use of water trucks or sprinkler systems in sufficient quantities to prevent
airborne dust from leaving the site and from exceeding the San Luis Obispo
County Air Pollution Control District’s limit of 20% opacity for greater than 3
minutes in any 60-minute period shall be implemented. Increased watering
frequency shall be required whenever wind speeds exceed 15 miles per hour.
Reclaimed (non-potable) water shall be used whenever possible;

c. All dirt stockpile areas shall be sprayed daily or covered with tarps or other dust
barriers, as needed;

d. Permanent dust control measures identified in the approved project revegetation
plans shall be implemented as soon as possible following completion of any soil-
disturbing activities;

e. Exposed ground areas that are planned to be reworked at dates greater than 1
month after initial grading shall be sown with a fast germinating, non-invasive
grass seed and watered until vegetation is established,;

f.  All disturbed soil areas not subject to revegetation shall be stabilized using
approved chemical soil binders, jute netting, or other methods approved in
advance by the San Luis Obispo County Air Pollution Control District;

g. All roadways, driveways, sidewalks, etc. to be paved shall be completed as soon
as possible. In addition, building pads should be laid as soon as possible after
grading unless seeding or soil binders are used;
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h. Vehicle speed for all construction vehicles shall not exceed 15 miles per hour on
any unpaved surface at the construction site;

i.  All trucks hauling dirt, sand, soil, or other loose materials shall be covered or
shall maintain at least 2 feet of freeboard (minimum vertical distance between top
of load and top of trailer) in accordance with California Vehicle Code Section
23114;

j.  To the extent feasible, installation of wheel washers or other devices to control
tracking of mud and dirt onto adjacent roadways where vehicles enter and exit
unpaved roads onto streets shall be implemented, or trucks and equipment shall
be washed prior to leaving the site;

k. Streets shall be swept at the end of each day if visible soil material is carried onto
adjacent paved roads. Water sweepers with reclaimed water shall be used where
feasible. Roads shall be pre-wetted prior to sweeping when feasible;

1. The contractor or builder shall designate a person or persons to monitor the
fugitive dust emissions and enhance the implementation of the measures as
necessary to minimize dust complaints, reduce visible emissions below the San
Luis Obispo County Air Pollution Control District’s limit of 20% opacity for
greater than 3 minutes in any 60-minute period, and to prevent transport of dust
off-site. Their duties shall include holidays and weekend periods when work may
not be in progress. The name and telephone number of such persons shall be
provided to the San Luis Obispo County Air Pollution Control District
Engineering & Compliance Division prior to the start of any grading, earthwork,
or demolition.

AIR-2 Prior to issuance of encroachment permits, the following measures shall be incorporated
into the construction phase of the project and shown on all applicable plans:

Construction Equipment

a. Maintain all construction equipment in proper tune according to manufacturer’s
specifications;

b. Fuel all off-road and portable diesel-powered equipment with California Air
Resources Board-certified motor vehicle diesel fuel (non-taxed version suitable
for use off-road);

c. Use diesel construction equipment meeting the California Air Resources Board’s
Tier 2 certified engines or cleaner off-road heavy-duty diesel engines, and
comply with the State Off-Road Regulation;

d. Use on-road heavy-duty trucks that meet the California Air Resources Board’s
2007 or cleaner certification standard for on-road heavy-duty diesel engines, and
comply with the State On-Road Regulation;

e. Construction or trucking companies with fleets that that do not have engines in
their fleet that meet the engine standards identified in the above two measures
(e.g., captive or oxides of nitrogen exempt area fleets) may be eligible by proving
alternative compliance;
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f.  All on- and off-road diesel equipment shall not idle for more than 5 minutes.
Signs shall be posted in the designated queuing areas and or job sites to remind
drivers and operators of the S-minute idling limit;

g. Diesel idling shall be avoided to the greatest extent feasible throughout the
duration of construction activities. No idling in excess of 5 minutes shall be
permitted as described above;

h. Staging and queuing areas shall not be located within 1,000 feet of sensitive
receptors whenever possible;

i.  Electrify equipment when feasible;

j-  Substitute gasoline-powered in place of diesel-powered equipment, where
feasible; and,

k. Use alternatively fueled construction equipment on-site where feasible, such as
compressed natural gas (CNG), liquefied natural gas (LNG), propane, or
biodiesel.

Sources
San Luis Obispo County Air Pollution District (SLOAPCD). 2012. CEQA Air Quality Handbook.

San Luis Obispo County Air Pollution District (SLOAPCD). 2017. Clarification Memorandum for the
CEQA Air Quality Handbook.

Less Than
Significant
Potentially with Less Than
Significant Mitigation Significant
Impact Incorporated Impact No Impact

IV. BIOLOGICAL
RESOURCES

Would the project:

(@) Have a substantial adverse effect,
either directly or through habitat D D D

modifications, on any species identified
as a candidate, sensitive, or special
status species in local or regional
plans, policies, or regulations, or by the
California Department of Fish and
Game or U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service?

(b)  Have a substantial adverse effect on D D D

any riparian habitat or other sensitive
natural community identified in local or
regional plans, policies, regulations or
by the California Department of Fish
and Game or US Fish and Wildlife
Service?
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Less Than

Significant
Potentially with Less Than
Significant Mitigation Significant
Impact Incorporated Impact No Impact
(c) Have a substantial adverse effect on ] ] H

state or federally protected wetlands
(including, but not limited to, marsh,
vernal pool, coastal, etc.) through
direct removal, filling, hydrological
interruption, or other means?

(d) Interfere substantially with the D D D

movement of any native resident or
migratory fish or wildlife species or with
established native resident or
migratory wildlife corridors, or impede
the use of native wildlife nursery sites?

(e)  Conflict with any local policies or D D D

ordinances protecting biological
resources, such as a tree preservation
policy or ordinance?

() Conflict with the provisions of an D D D

adopted Habitat Conservation Plan,
Natural Community Conservation Plan,
or other approved local, regional, or
state habitat conservation plan?

Setting

The NCSD proposes to construct and operate three new underground interconnection facilities within the
Nipomo Mesa to provide supplemental water to its purveyor partners as part of the NSWP. Each facility
and its associated piping would be installed approximately 5 feet below grade and require minimal
aboveground infrastructure. The following information is based on a field survey and literature review
performed by SWCA Environmental Consultants (SWCA).

The GSWC Facility would be located near an asphalt road within the County’s right-of-way in an area
surrounded by disturbed roadside ruderal habitat. The roadside ruderal habitat is comprised primarily of
non-native plant species such as veldt grass (Ehrharta calycina), slender oats (Avena barbata), and stork
bill filaree (Erodium botrys). Few native annual herbs are present in the ruderal vegetation including
California poppy (Eschscholzia californica) and telegraph weed (Heterotheca grandiflora).

The GSWC-CR Facility would be located near an asphalt road within the County’s right-of-way in an
area surrounded by highly disturbed roadside ruderal habitat. The roadside ruderal habitat is comprised
primarily of a dense cover of non-native plant species such as ice plant (Carpobrotus chilensis), veldt
grass and stork bill filaree. Few native annual herbs are present in the ruderal vegetation including
horseweed (Erigeron canadensis) and croton (Croton californica). A blue gum eucalyptus tree
(Eucalyptus globus) is located approximately 50 feet to the east of the proposed facility.

The WMWC Facility would be located on the Woodlands parcel and is surrounded by landscaping
vegetation and blue gum eucalyptus trees. The ground under the eucalyptus trees is cleared and
maintained for a walking path. Species within the project area include rosemary (Rosemarinus
officinalis), toyon (Heteromeles arbutifolia), and a variety of ornamental subshrubs and annuals planted
by Woodlands during development of the subdivision.
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Regulatory Framework

Federal Regulations

Federal Endangered Species Act of 1973. The federal Endangered Species Act (FESA) provides
legislation to protect federally listed plant and animal species and requires that the responsible agency or
individual consult with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) to determine the extent of impact to
a particular species. If USFWS determines that impacts to a species would likely occur, alternatives and
measures to avoid or reduce impacts must be identified. The USFWS also regulates activities conducted
in federal critical habitat, which are geographic units designated as areas that support physical or
biological features that are necessary for a listed species survival and recovery.

The Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA) protects all migratory birds, including their eggs, nests, and
feathers. The MBTA was originally drafted to put an end to the commercial trade of bird feathers, popular
in the latter part of the 1800s. The MBTA is enforced by USFWS, and potential impacts to species
protected under the MBTA are evaluated by USFWS in consultation with other federal agencies. On April
11, 2018, the USFWS issued guidance on the recent M-Opinion affecting MBTA implementation. The
M-Opinion concludes that the take of birds resulting from an activity is not prohibited by the MBTA
when the underlying purpose of that activity is not to take birds. The USFWS interprets the M-Opinion to
mean the MBTA prohibitions on take apply when the purpose of the action is to take migratory birds,
their eggs, or their nests. Working with other federal agencies on migratory bird conservation is an
integral mission of the USFWS; therefore, the USFWS maintains that potential impacts to migratory birds
resulting from federal actions should be addressed under NEPA.

Section 404 of the Clean Water Act of 1997. The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) regulates
discharges of dredged or fill material into “waters of the U.S.” These waters include wetland and non-
wetland water bodies that meet specific criteria. Under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (CWA),
USACE regulates traditional navigable waters, wetlands adjacent to traditional navigable waters,
relatively permanent non-navigable tributaries that have a continuous flow at least seasonally (typically
three months), and wetlands that directly abut relatively permanent tributaries. The USACE determines its
jurisdiction over non-navigable, non-relatively permanent waters (non-RPW), wetlands adjacent to
tributaries of non-RPW, and wetlands not directly abutting non-navigable but relatively permanent waters
after making a significant nexus finding.

Section 401 of the Clean Water Act of 1997 and its provisions ensure that federally permitted activities
comply with the federal CWA and state water quality laws. Section 401 is implemented through a review
process that is conducted by the Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB), and is triggered by
the Section 404 permitting process.

State Regulations

The California Endangered Species Act of 1970 (CESA) ensures legal protection for plants listed as rare
or endangered, and species of wildlife formally listed as endangered or threatened by the State of
California. The state law also identifies California Species of Special Concern (SSC) based on limited
distribution, declining populations, diminishing habitat, or unusual scientific, recreational, or educational
value. Under state law, the California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) is empowered to review
projects for their potential to impact state listed species and SSC species, and their habitats.

California Fish and Game Code (FGC) Section 3503 — Protections of Bird’s Nests includes provisions to
protect the nests and eggs of birds. Section 3503 states: “It is unlawful to take, possess, or needlessly
destroy the nest or eggs of any bird, except as otherwise provided by this code or any regulation made
pursuant thereto.”
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Per FGC Section 2835, in absence of a CDFW-approved Natural Community Conservation Plan, the
CDFW cannot authorize take of a Fully Protected species. FGC Section 3511 (birds), Section 4700
(mammals), Section 5050 (reptiles and amphibians), and Section 5515 (fish) include provisions to protect
Fully Protected species, such as: 1) prohibiting take or possession “at any time” of the species listed in the
statute, with few exceptions; 2) stating that “no provision of this code or any other law shall be construed
to authorize the issuance of permits or licenses to “take” a species that has been designated as Fully
Protected; and 3) stating that no previously issued permits or licenses for take of these species “shall have
any force or effect” for authorizing take or possession. CDFW is unable to authorize incidental take of
Fully Protected species when activities are proposed in areas inhabited by those species.

The CDFW also manages the California Native Plant Protection Act of 1977 (NPPA) (FGC Sections

1900 et seq.), which was enacted to identify, designate, and protect rare plants. In accordance with CDFW
guidelines, plant species with California Native Plant Society (CNPS) Ranks 1A, 1B, 2A, 2B, and 3 are
considered “rare” under the NPPA. Impacts to plants with these rarity rankings must be fully evaluated
under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). Plants with CNPS Rank 4 have limited
distributions but are not necessarily eligible for listing. It is recommended that impacts to plants with
CNPS Rank 4 also be evaluated per CEQA.

Pursuant to Division 2, Chapter 6, Sections 1600—1602 of the FGC, the CDFW regulates all diversions,
obstructions, or changes to the natural flow or bed, channel, or bank of any river, stream, or lake, which
supports fish or wildlife. The CDFW defines a “stream” (including creeks and rivers) as “a body of water
that flows at least periodically or intermittently through a bed or channel having banks and supports fish
or other aquatic life. This includes watercourses having surface or subsurface flow that supports or has
supported riparian vegetation.” The CDFW’s definition of “lake” includes “natural lakes or man-made
reservoirs.” The CDFW jurisdiction within altered or artificial waterways is based upon the value of those
waterways to fish and wildlife.
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Methods

SWCA) performed a literature review to assess which species have known occurrences in the project
vicinity. The review was initiated with a query of the most recent version of the CDFW California Natural
Diversity Database (CNDDB) and the USFWS Information Planning and Consultation (IPaC) website to
identify reported occurrences of sensitive resources within the project area and in the Oceano and Nipomo
Geological Survey 7.5-Minute Quadrangle maps. In addition to the CNDDB query, the CNPS Electronic
Inventory of Rare and Endangered Plants of California (2018) was reviewed to provide additional
information on rare plants that are known to occur in the area. SWCA has extensive experience with
natural resources in the Nipomo area; the literature review for this Initial Study included existing
environmental documents and reports prepared by SWCA.

Following the literature review, SWCA biologist Ben Wagner conducted a field survey at each of the
three facilities on July 13, 2018. The Protocols for Surveying and Evaluating Impacts to Special Status
Native Plant Populations and Sensitive Natural Communities (CDFW 2018a) require that botanical field
surveys are conducted in a manner which maximizes the likelihood of locating special-status plants and
sensitive natural communities that may be present within each of the facility’s project area. The field
surveys were sufficient to: (1) characterize the existing conditions on the site; (2) determine the presence
or absence of spring blooming sensitive plant species; (3) evaluate the site’s potential to support other
sensitive wildlife species; and (4) identify those biological resources that could be impacted by the
proposed project.

During the survey, SWCA inventoried the botanical resources observed on the site using dichotomous
keys as necessary (Baldwin et al. 2012). The surveys were scheduled to correlate with the blooming
period for those rare plant species with potential to occur in the survey area. Wildlife species were
documented based on visual observation, auditory cues (i.e., calls and songs), and indirect signs (e.g.,
tracks, scat, skeletal remains, burrows, etc.).

Results
For the purposes of this section, special-status plant species are defined as the following:
e Plants listed or proposed for listing as threatened or endangered under the Federal Endangered

Species Act (FESA; Code of Federal Regulations [CFR] Title 50, Section 17.12 for listed plants
and various notices in the Federal Register for proposed species).

o Plants that are candidates for possible future listing as threatened or endangered under the FESA.

o Plants that meet the definitions of rare or endangered species under the California Environmental
Quality Act (CEQA; State CEQA Guidelines Section 15380).

e Plants considered by CNPS to be “rare, threatened, or endangered” in California (CNPS Ranks 1,
2, and 3).

e Plants listed by CNPS as plants about which we need more information and plants of limited
distribution (CNPS Rank 4).

e Plants listed or proposed for listing by the State of California as threatened or endangered under
the California Endangered Species Act (CESA; California Code of Regulations [CCR] Title 14,
Section 670.5).

e Plants listed under the California Native Plant Protection Act (California Fish and Game Code
Section 1900 et seq.).
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o Plants considered sensitive by other Federal agencies (i.e., U.S. Forest Service, Bureau of Land
Management), state and local agencies, or jurisdictions.

Based on the literature review for this project, a total of 31 special-status plant species have been
documented in the queried quadrangles. Because the plant list is regional, SWCA evaluated the species to
identify which special-status plant species have the potential to occur in each facilities’ project area.
SWCA compared the known habitat requirements of those 31 species to the survey area’s existing
conditions, elevation, and soils. The analysis determined that the roadside portions of the project areas
support suitable conditions for the following plant species:

e Pismo clarkia (Clarkia speciosa ssp. immaculata): Pismo clarkia has a documented occurrence
from 2006, located near the GSWC-CR Facility survey area (occurrence ID 103705) on the north
side of Lyn Rd between Stanton Road and Camino Perillo Road and two additional occurrences
within 0.5 miles of the GSWC-CR Facility. Pismo clarkia was not observed within the GSWC-
CR Facility survey area during the survey conducted on July 13, 2018. To ensure that the local
population was within the appropriate blooming season during the survey, on July 12, 2018, Mr.
Wagner observed Pismo clarkia flowering at a known reference site at 615 West Ormonde Road,
San Luis Obispo, California.

e Mesa horkelia (Horkelia cuneata ssp. puberula): Mesa horkelia was not observed in any of the
survey areas during the survey, which was conducted in the appropriate season.

o Kellogg’s horkelia (Horkelia cuneata ssp. sericea): Kellogg’s horkelia was not observed in any of
the survey areas during the survey, which was conducted in the appropriate season.

e Southern curly-leaved monardella (Monardella sinuata ssp. sinuata): southern curly-leaved
monardella was not observed in any of the survey areas during the survey, which was conducted
in the appropriate season.

For the purposes of this section, special-status animal species are defined as the following:

e Animals listed or proposed for listing as threatened or endangered under the FESA (50 CFR
17.11 for listed animals and various notices in the Federal Register for proposed species).

e Animals that are candidates for possible future listing as threatened or endangered under the
FESA.

e Animals that meet the definitions of rare or endangered species under CEQA (State CEQA
Guidelines Section 15380).

e Animals listed or proposed for listing by the State of California as threatened and endangered
under the CESA (14 CCR 670.5).

e Animal species of special concern to CDFW.

e Animal species that are fully protected in California (California Fish and Game Code, Sections
3511 [birds], 4700 [mammals], and 5050 [reptiles and amphibians]).

Based on a CNDDB query and a review of existing literature, a total of 28 special-status wildlife species
have been documented as occurring in the queried quadrangles. Because this list of species is considered
regional, an analysis of the range and habitat preferences of those animal species was conducted to
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identify which sensitive wildlife species have the potential to occur within the survey area. SWCA
determined that silvery legless lizard (Anniella pulchra pulchra), monarch butterfly (Danaus plexippus),
and migratory birds have potential to occur within one or more of the project areas.

Silvery legless lizard is not listed as federally or state endangered or threatened; however, it is a CDFW-
designated species of special concern. Although silvery legless lizards have potential to occur in all three
of the project areas, CNDDB does not document any occurrences in or near any of the project areas, nor
were silvery legless lizards observed in any of the project areas during the survey. Monarch butterfly is a
candidate for protection under the FESA and is listed as a US Forest Service Sensitive Species. It is
known to occur in the WMWC Facility project area, and there is a known overwintering site
approximately 0.5 mile from the proposed WMWC Facility. Suitable habitat for migratory nesting birds
is present within the WMWC Facility survey area; however, migratory birds were not observed nesting
within the WMWC Facility survey area during the survey.

Discussion

(a) Have a substantial adverse effect, either directly or through habitat modifications, on any
species identified as a candidate, sensitive, or special status species in local or regional
plans, policies, or regulations, or by the California Department of Fish and Game or U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service?

Less than Significant Impact with Mitigation. Silvery legless lizard is relatively common in
areas of Nipomo that contain sandy soil. Silvery legless lizard is a fossorial species. Fossorial
species spend most of their lives underground; therefore, they are difficult to detect without
shallow excavation of the soil surface. Although silvery lizards were not observed in any of the
survey areas during the surveys, the presence of silvery legless lizard in the vegetated portions of
the survey areas cannot be ruled out. Vehicle disturbance of the roadside vegetation could result
in the direct take of silvery legless lizards. Direct take may include being struck by equipment,
entrapped in stockpiled materials, or trampled by construction personnel. Mitigation Measure
BIO-1 is included to minimize impacts to silvery legless lizards during project implementation.

The WMWC Facility is approximately 0.5 mile from a known overwintering site for monarch
butterfly, a candidate species for protection under the FESA and listed as a US Forest Service
Sensitive Species. Monarch butterflies require specific microclimatic conditions to survive the
winter and are sensitive to any habitat modifications to their overwintering sites. Monarch
butterflies typically cluster in groves of trees including eucalyptus and Monterey pines.
Eucalyptus were identified on the WMWC Facility project site and are proposed to be removed to
accommodate installation of the interconnection facility. Mitigation Measure BIO-2 has been
included below to ensure that monarch butterflies will not be impacted during tree removal or
other site disturbance activities.

The vegetation occurring near the WMWC Facility provides suitable nesting habitat for a variety
of bird species. Common passerines may use the non-native ruderal and landscaping vegetation
for nesting and/or foraging; raptors may use the area for foraging and nesting within the
disturbance area. The passerine nesting habitat would be impacted by project activities including
grading and vegetation removal. If the project activities are conducted between March and
September, birds may be nesting in the affected area and the individuals could be directly
impacted. Direct impacts could include loss of active nests during vegetation removal. Mitigation
Measure BIO-3 is included to avoid impacts to nesting birds during project construction.
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(b)

(c)

(d)

(e)

Have a substantial adverse effect on any riparian habitat or other sensitive natural
community identified in local or regional plans, policies, regulations or by the California
Department of Fish and Game or US Fish and Wildlife Service?

No Impact. The project area for each facility does not contain riparian habitats or other sensitive
natural communities. Implementation of the project would not result in the removal or
disturbance of any sensitive natural community; therefore, no impacts to riparian habitat or
sensitive natural communities would occur.

Have a substantial adverse effect on state or federally protected wetlands (including, but
not limited to, marsh, vernal pool, coastal, etc.) through direct removal, filling,
hydrological interruption, or other means?

No Impact. The three facilities within the project site is comprised of upland habitat dominated
by non-native grasses and ruderal vegetation. According to USFWS National Wetland Inventory
(NWI) Wetlands Mapper, there are no surface water or wetland resources within or adjacent to
the project site in any of the three facility project areas (USFWS 2018b). The project would not
have a substantial adverse effect on state or federally protected wetlands; therefore, no impact
would occur.

Interfere substantially with the movement of any native resident or migratory fish or
wildlife species or with established native resident or migratory wildlife corridors, or
impede the use of native wildlife nursery sites?

No Impact. The project area does not support any surface water resources, migratory corridors,
or nursery sites. The California Essential Habitat Connectivity Project was queried for Essential
Habitat Connectivity, which are the best available data describing important areas for maintaining
connectivity between large blocks of land for wildlife corridor purposes (CDFW 2018b). These
important areas are referred to as Essential Connectivity Areas. Essential Connectivity Areas are
only intended to be a broad-scale representation of areas that provide essential connectivity. The
project site is not located within an Essential Connectivity Area. Implementation of the proposed
project would not significantly restrict the movement of any native resident or migratory fish or
wildlife species, or established native resident or migratory wildlife corridors, or the use of native
wildlife nursery sites; therefore, no impacts would occur.

Conflict with any local policies or ordinances protecting biological resources, such as a
tree preservation policy or ordinance?

Less than significant. The local ordinances pertinent to biological resources in the area are San
Luis Obispo County Code: Title 22 Land Use Ordinance, Article 5 Standards for Development,
Section 22.56 Tree Preservation and Section 22.58 Oak Woodland Ordinance, both of which
restrict the removal of trees. The proposed project would remove 9 eucalyptus trees for the
development of an access road near the WMWC Facility. Eucalyptus are non-native trees and are
not protected under any of the policies described above. Additionally, Section 22.56.020 of the
County’s Land Use Ordinance exempts zoning clearance requirements and a tree removal permit
for projects located within or adjacent to a public or public utility right-of-way, when such trees
are to be removed by a public agency, public utility, or are to be removed under an encroachment
permit issued by a public agency having jurisdiction. The WMWC Facility would be located on
the Woodlands parcel on a NCSD easement, and tree removal would be performed by the NCSD
or their contractor. Moreover, Government Code section 53091 exempts local agencies such as
NCSD from the zoning and building ordinances of counties and cities, such as Title 22 of the
County Code, when implementing projects involving “the location or construction of facilities for
the production, generation, storage, treatment, or transmission of water.” Therefore, there are no
potential conflicts with local policies or ordinances protecting biological resources.
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() Confilict with the provisions of an adopted Habitat Conservation Plan, Natural Community
Conservation Plan, or other approved local, regional, or state habitat conservation plan?

No Impact. Based on the records and literature research conducted for the project, the project
does not overlap with any adopted Habitat Conservation Plan, Natural Community Conservation
Plan, or other conservation plans. Therefore, the project would not conflict with any approved
local, regional or state habitat conservation plans.

Conclusion

The project related disturbances would be located near areas of existing asphalt, highly disturbed ruderal
vegetation, actively maintained landscape vegetation and eucalyptus woodland. The proposed project
would result in disturbances to ruderal and landscaping vegetation as well as the removal of eucalyptus
trees to install water related infrastructure. The roadside vegetation throughout the alignment was
surveyed for sensitive biological resources on July 13, 2018 and no sensitive or special-status biological
resources were observed.

The roadside vegetation within portions of the survey areas have the potential to support silvery legless
lizard, monarch butterflies and nesting birds. Mitigation Measure BIO-1 has been included to minimize
the potential impact to silvery legless lizards, Mitigation Measure BIO-2 has been provided to avoid
impacts to monarch butterflies, and Mitigation Measure BIO-3 has been provided to avoid impacts to
nesting birds.

Mitigation Measures

BIO-1 Within 30 days prior to and during disturbance to roadside vegetation, a qualified
biologist shall conduct surveys for silvery legless lizards in the anticipated disturbance
area for each of the proposed facilities. The biologist shall utilize hand search or cover
board methods in areas of disturbance where legless lizards are expected to be found
(e.g., under shrubs, other vegetation, or debris). If cover board methods are used, they
shall commence at least 30 days prior to the start of construction. Hand search surveys
should be completed immediately prior to and during disturbances to the vegetated areas.
During vegetation disturbing activities, the qualified biologist shall walk behind the
equipment to capture silvery legless lizards that are unearthed by the equipment. The
biologist shall capture and relocate any legless lizards or other reptiles observed during
the survey effort. The captured individuals shall be relocated from the construction area
and placed in suitable habitat on the site but outside of the work area.

BIO-2 Tree removal and site disturbance for the WMWC Facility shall be avoided during the
monarch butterflies’ fall and winter migration (late October through February) to the greatest
extent feasible. If tree or vegetation removal or site disturbance is necessary during the
monarch butterflies’ fall and winter migration, a qualified biologist shall conduct a
preconstruction survey for monarch butterflies that could utilize trees on the site for
overwintering. If monarch butterflies are detected, development will be postponed until after
the overwintering period or until a qualified biologist determines monarch butterflies are no
longer utilizing the trees on site for overwintering.

BIO-3 Prior to tree removal or any site preparation, ground-disturbance, and related construction
activities for the WMWC Facility, a qualified biologist shall conduct a nesting bird
survey and verify that migratory birds are not nesting in the site. If nesting activity is
detected, the following measures shall be implemented:

a. The project shall be modified via the use of protective buffers, delaying
construction activities, or other methods designated by the qualified biologist to
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avoid direct take of identified nests, eggs, and/or young protected under the
MBTA and/or California Fish and Game Code;

b. The qualified biologist shall document all active nests and submit a letter report
to NCSD documenting project compliance with the MBTA, California Fish and
Game Code, and applicable project mitigation measures.
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V. CULTURAL RESOURCES
Would the project:
(@) Cause a substantial adverse change in
the significance of a historical resource L] L] L
pursuant to § 15064.5?
(b)  Cause a substantial adverse change in
the significance of an archaeological L] L L]
resource pursuant to § 15064.5?
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(c) Disturb any human remains, including
those interred outside of formal o N N
cemeteries?
Setting

The project includes the installation of three interconnection facilities in the Nipomo Mesa within existing
County right-of-way and on the Woodlands parcel. The GSWC and GSWC-CR Facilities would each
require approximately 10 cubic yards of cut material resulting in 500 square feet of disturbance while the
WMWC Facility would require approximately 35 cubic yards of cut material resulting in approximately
900 square feet of disturbance. Excavation would not exceed 5 feet in depth and would primarily occur
within non-native fill material or areas subject to previous disturbance. The project vicinity is within late
Pleistocene “Old eolian deposits (Qoe)” according to the Preliminary Geologic map of the Oceano 7.5-
minute Quadrangle for San Luis Obispo County, California (Holland and O’Neil 2013). These deposits
have a very low potential to contain important fossils (Woodring and Bramlette 1950).

SWCA conducted a cultural resources study of the project area including a records search at the Central
Coast Information Center (CCIC) at the University of California, Santa Barbara, a Native American
Heritage Commission (NAHC) Sacred Lands File search, and a pedestrian survey. The records search
indicates whether there are known cultural resources located within or near the project area. This included
a query of the California Historical Resources Information System (CHRIS) for resources listed on or
determined eligible for listing on the National Register of Historical Place (NRHP), the California
Register of Historical Resources (CRHR), California State Historical Landmarks, California Sate Points
of Historical Interest, and historic building surveys within or near the project area. The CCIC records
search data concluded that there are no previously identified cultural resources within 0.25-mile of any of
the three interconnection facility locations. A pedestrian survey was conducted by SWCA on December 35,
2018, and no cultural resources were identified within the project area.

Discussion

(a) Cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of a historical resource pursuant
to § 15064.5?

No Impact. The CCIC records search data confirmed that the project sites do not contain, nor are
located near, any historic resources identified in the National Register of Historic Places or
California Register of Historic Resources. The proposed project will not cause a substantial
adverse change in the significance of a historical resource. Therefore, no impacts will occur.

(b) Cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of an archaeological resource
pursuant to § 15064.5?

Less than Significant Impact with Mitigation. Based on the CCIC records search results and a
pedestrian field survey, there are no known archaeological resources within or near the proposed
interconnection facilities. Improvements would occur in areas subject to previous disturbance and
the extent and depth of grading would generally occur within non-native fill material. However,
during excavation, there is a potential to encounter buried and/or obscured archaeological
resources during construction. Mitigation Measure CUL-1 has been identified to reduce
potential impacts to less than significant.
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(c)

Disturb any human remains, including those interred outside of formal cemeteries?

Less than Significant Impact with Mitigation. There are no known sites containing human
remains within or near the project areas and there is a low probability of significant
archaeological resources in the area. Based on previous site disturbance and manipulation, buried
human remains are not expected in the site area. However, project excavations have the potential
to encounter previously unidentified human remains in the form of burials or isolated bones and
bone fragments. If human remains are exposed during construction, construction shall halt around
the discovery of human remains, the area shall be protected, and consultation and treatment shall
occur as prescribed by State law. The County’s Coroner and Sheriff Department shall be notified
immediately to comply with State Health and Safety Code Section 7050.5, which states that no
further disturbance shall occur until the County Coroner has been notified and can make the
necessary findings as to origin and disposition of the remains. If the remains are determined to be
Native American, the Coroner will notify the NAHC and the remains will be treated in
accordance with Public Resources Code Section 5097.98. If the human remains are part of an
archaeological site, Mitigation Measure CUL-2 shall be followed to reduce potential impacts to
less than significant.

Conclusion

No archaeological or historical resources are known to occur within the project area; however, during
excavation there is a potential to encounter buried archaeological resources. In the event of an
unanticipated discovery of archeological resources or human remains during project excavations, the
following mitigation measures are provided to reduce impacts to less than significant.

Mitigation Measures

CUL-1

CUL-2

In the event that archaeological resources are encountered during the project, all ground
disturbing activities in the vicinity of the find shall cease, and the NCSD shall be notified
so that the extent and location of discovered materials may be assessed for significance
and recorded by a qualified archaeologist.

After the archaeological assessment is completed, the archaeologist shall submit a report
describing the significance of the discovery with resource management recommendations
to the NCSD. If the finding is determined to be an historical or unique archaeological
resource, the NCSD must provide adequate time and funding to allow for sufficient
implementation of appropriate mitigation. Should significant archaeological resources be
found, the resources shall be treated in compliance with Public Resources Code Section
21083.2. If the project can be modified to accommodate avoidance, preservation of the
site is the preferred alternative. Data recovery of the damaged portion of the site also
shall be performed pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 21083.2(d).

If human remains are found, the County’s Coroner and Sheriff Department shall be
notified immediately and the NCSD shall comply with State Health and Safety Code
Section 7050.5, which states that no further disturbance shall occur until the County
Coroner has been notified and can make the necessary findings as to origin and
disposition of the remains pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 5097.98.
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Sources

Holland, Peter and Matt O’Neal. 2013. Preliminary Geologic Map of the Oceano 7.5 Quadrangle, San
Luis Obispo County, California: a Digital Database. California Geological Survey. Available at:
ftp://ftp.consrv.ca.gov/pub/dmg/rgmp/Prelim_geo_pdf/Oceano 24k v1-0.pdf. Accessed in

August 2018.
Less Than
Significant
Potentially with Less Than
Significant Mitigation Significant
Impact Incorporated Impact No Impact
VI. ENERGY
Would the project:
(@) Resultin a potentially significant
environmental impact due to wasteful, D D D
inefficient, or unnecessary
consumption of energy resources,
during project construction or
operation?
(b)  Conflict with or obstruct a state or local
plan for renewable energy or energy o o u
efficiency?
Setting

The new interconnection facilities would consist of new electrical panels and instrument control panels
used to operate the interconnection facility and the supervisory control and data acquisition (SCADA)
systems. Power to the electrical panels would be provide by Pacific Gas & Electric Company (PG&E),
which is the primary electricity provider for urban and rural communities within the County of San Luis
Obispo. Approximately 33% of electricity provided by PG&E is sourced from renewable resources and
an additional 45% is sourced from greenhouse gas-free resources (PG&E 2017).

The County has adopted a Conservation and Open Space Element (COSE) that establishes goals and
policies that aim to reduce vehicle miles traveled, conserve water, increase energy efficiency and the use
of renewable energy, and reduce greenhouse gas emissions County-wide. This element provides the basis
and direction for the development of the County’s EnergyWise Plan (EWP), which outlines in greater
detail the County’s strategy to reduce government and community-wide greenhouse gas emissions
through a number of goals, measures, and actions, including energy efficiency and development and use
of renewable energy resources.

Discussion

(a) Result in a potentially significant environmental impact due to wasteful, inefficient, or
unnecessary consumption of energy resources, during project construction or operation?
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Less than Significant Impact. Installation of the three new facilities is part of the Nipomo
Supplemental Water Project and the Supplemental Water Management and Groundwater
Replenishment Agreement, allowing the GSWC and the WMWC to receive supplemental water
from the City of Santa Maria, through NCSD. Installation and operation of the facilities would
require minimal consumption of energy resources. During construction, fossil fuels, electricity,
and natural gas would be used by construction vehicles and equipment. The energy consumed
during construction would be temporary and would not represent a significant or wasteful
demand on available resources. Operationally, minimal energy resources would be required to run
the interconnection facilities and additional energy resources would be used for periodic
maintenance of the systems. Power use will be very limited and backup power would be supplied
by small portable gasoline generators (2 to 3 kilowatt) or solar panels with battery backup. There
are no unusual project characteristics that would result in an inefficient, wasteful use, or
unnecessary consumption of energy resources during construction or throughout operation.
Potential impacts would be less than significant.

(b) Conflict with or obstruct a state or local plan for renewable energy or energy efficiency?
No Impact. Implementation of the new interconnection facilities would be consistent with
anticipated NCSD infrastructure improvements and there are no other improvements or activities
associated with the project that would conflict with the EWP or any other state or local plan for
renewable energy or energy efficiency. Therefore, no impact would occur, and no mitigation is
necessary.

Conclusion

No significant impacts related to energy resources were identified; therefore, no mitigation measures are

required.

Sources

Pacific Gas and Electric (PG&E). 2019. Delivering Low-Emission Energy. Webpage.

Less Than
Significant
Potentially with Less Than
Significant Mitigation Significant
Impact Incorporated Impact No Impact
VIl. GEOLOGY AND SOILS
Would the project:
(@) Directly or indirectly cause potential
substantial adverse effects, including D D D
the risk of loss, injury, or death
involving:
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Potentially
Significant

Impact

(i)  Rupture of a known earthquake ]
fault, as delineated on the most
recent Alquist-Priolo Earthquake
Fault Zoning Map issued by the
State Geologist for the area or
based on other substantial
evidence of a known fault? Refer
to Division of Mines and Geology
Special Publication 42.

(i)  Strong seismic ground shaking?

(iii) Seismic-related ground failure,
including liquefaction?

(iv) Landslides?

(b)  Result in substantial soil erosion or the
loss of topsoil?

O O o o o

(c) Be located on a geologic unit or sail
that is unstable, or that would become
unstable as a result of the project, and
potentially result in on- or off-site
landslide, lateral spreading,
subsidence, liquefaction or collapse?

(d) Be located on expansive soil, as ]
defined in Table 18-1-B of the Uniform
Building Code (1994), creating
substantial direct or indirect risks to life
or property?

(e) Have soils incapable of adequately D
supporting the use of septic tanks or
alternative waste water disposal
systems where sewers are not
available for the disposal of waste
water?

() Directly or indirectly destroy a unique D
paleontological resource or site or
unique geologic feature?

Setting

Less Than

Significant
with Less Than
Mitigation Significant
Incorporated Impact No Impact
L] L]
[] ]
L] L]
[] ]
L] L]
L] L]
L] L]
[] ]
[] []

The following information is based on a Geotechnical Data Report prepared for this project (Yeh and

Associates, Inc. 2018):

The project is located within the Coast Ranges geologic and geomorphic province, which extends from
the Transverse Ranges in southern California to the Klamath Mountains in northern California and into
Oregon. The province is characterized by north-northwest trending mountain ranges composed of
sedimentary, volcanic, and metamorphic formations predominantly comprising Jurassic and Cretaceous
age rocks with Tertiary to Quaternary age rocks commonly overlying the older formations along the
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flanks and foothills of those ranges. Pleistocene and Holocene sediments are found above the rock within
intervening drainages, valleys, and coastal areas.

Regionally, geologic structure in the site vicinity is characterized by northwest trending faults and folds.
Local northwest trending faults include active and potentially active faults such as the Oceano and
Wilmar Avenue faults located approximately 1.7 miles southwest, and approximately 0.97 miles
northwest of the GSWC Facility, approximately 1.5 miles southwest and approximately 3.9 miles
northwest of the GSWC-CR Facility, and approximately 0.41 miles northeast, and approximately 3.8
miles northeast of the WMWC Facility, respectively.

The surface geology for each of the sites is late Pleistocene age Old Eolian Deposits typically consisting
of well-sorted red to brown windblown sand with weak to moderate soil development in certain locations.
The topography for each of the new facilities is relatively flat to gently sloping and none of the facilities
would be located within the County’s Geologic Hazards Study Area (GSA) combining designation
overlay. Based on the County’s General Plan Safety Element, the potential for liquefaction is moderate
and the landslide hazard is low for each of the sites. Shrink-swell potential and soil erodibility are low.
None of the facilities are within a known area containing serpentine or ultramafic rock or soils nor are any
of the facilities located within a 100-year flood zone or Flood Hazard combining designation. The nearest
creek to the GSWC Facility is Nipomo Creek, located approximately one-mile northeast, on the east side
of Highway 101; the nearest creek to the GSWC-CR Facility is Los Berros Creek, located approximately
0.6 miles north; and the nearest surface water to the WMWC Facility is an unnamed tributary of the Oso
Flaco Creek, approximately 1.57 miles southwest of the facility, an unnamed tributary to Black Lake,
approximately 1.70 miles north of the WMWC Facility, and the Santa Maria River, approximately 3.58
miles south of the WMWC Facility.

Discussion

(a) Directly or indirectly cause potential substantial adverse effects, including the risk of
loss, injury, or death involving:

(a-i)  Rupture of a known earthquake fault, as delineated on the most recent Alquist-Priolo
Earthquake Fault Zoning Map issued by the State Geologist for the area or based on
other substantial evidence of a known fault? Refer to Division of Mines and Geology
Special Publication 42.

Less than Significant Impact. Fault rupture refers to displacement of the ground surface along a
fault trace. There are three active faults delineated by the Alquist-Priolo Earthquake Fault Zoning
Map and 17 other potentially active faults delineated within San Luis Obispo County. The nearest
active and potentially active faults are the Oceano and Wilmar Avenue faults. The proposed
improvements would primarily be subterranean, requiring installation of an underground vault
and associated piping and trenching at a depth of approximately 5 feet. Ground disturbance
activities would be minimal and temporary. The project would not directly or indirectly
exacerbate the risk of loss, injury, or death associated with the rupture of any known active faults,
as delineated on the most recent Alquist-Priolo Earthquake Fault Zoning Map. Impacts would be
less than significant, and no mitigation is necessary.

(a-ii)  Strong seismic ground shaking?

Less than Significant Impact. San Luis Obispo County is located in a geologically complex and
seismically active region. The project sites are located in area with moderately high potential for
seismic activity, ground shaking, and seismic settlement. The project includes the installation of
underground interconnection facilities and associated piping and would not directly or indirectly
exacerbate the risk of loss, injury, or death associated with strong seismic ground shaking.
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(a-iii)

(b)

(c)

Incorporation of current professional engineering standards would ensure the project is designed
to adequately address potential seismic-related impacts. Therefore, potential impacts would be
less than significant, and no mitigation is necessary.

Seismic-related ground failure, including liquefaction?

Less than Significant Impact. Liquefaction occurs when strong ground shaking causes saturated
soils to lose their strength and behave as a fluid. The project sites are located in an area with
moderate potential for liquefaction. The project includes installation of underground
interconnection facilities and associated piping and would not directly or indirectly exacerbate the
risk of loss, injury, or death associated with liquefaction or any other seismic-related ground
failure. Incorporation of current professional engineering standards would ensure the project is
designed to adequately address potential liquefaction-related impacts. Therefore, potential
impacts would be less than significant, and no mitigation is necessary.

Landslides?

No Impact. According to the County’s General Plan Safety Element and Landslide Hazards
overlay map, the proposed project sites are located in area with low potential for landslides.
Additionally, the project area is relatively flat surrounded by gentle topography absent of
significant geologic features. The project is not located in an area prone to landslides and would
not directly or indirectly exacerbate the risk of loss, injury, or death associated with landslides.
No impacts would occur, and no mitigation is necessary.

Result in substantial soil erosion or the loss of topsoil?

Less than Significant Impact. Improvements would occur directly within the County’s right-of-
way and on the Woodlands parcel, requiring installation of underground 8-foot by 4-foot concrete
vaults and associated piping. Disturbance activities include demolition of existing infrastructure
(GSWC Facility only) and soil excavation and removal for the new vaults. Asphalt removal and
replacement for trenching associated with the pipeline interconnections may also be required. The
WMWC Facility would also require the construction of a new 12-foot wide all-weather access
road which would conform to the County of San Luis Obispo gravel road standard A-1F. Per
County of San Luis Obispo Public Improvement Standards, installation of the access road and
pipelines within public right-of-way would be required to include sedimentation and erosion
control measures as part of an encroachment permit required by the San Luis Obispo County
Department of Public Works. Disturbance would be minimal and localized, and any excess soil or
debris would be removed to an offsite location via large trucks. Minimal staging of excess soils,
spoils and other debris during construction is anticipated and would occur within the County
right-of-way or on the Woodlands parcel and would be covered and protected using Best
Management Practices (BMPs) and applicable sedimentation and erosion control measures per
the encroachment permit required by the San Luis Obispo County Department of Public Works.
Therefore, potential impacts related to soil erosion or loss of topsoil would be less than
significant, and no mitigation is necessary.

Be located on a geologic unit or soil that is unstable, or that would become unstable as a
result of the project, and potentially result in on- or off-site landslide, lateral spreading,
subsidence, liquefaction or collapse?

Less than Significant Impact. The proposed project would not be located on an unstable soil or
geologic unit or placed in areas that would become unstable and potentially result in landslides,
lateral spreading, subsidence, liquefaction or collapse. As previously discussed in Question a-iii
and a-iv, the project sites are located in an area with moderate potential for liquefaction and low
potential for landslides; however, the project includes underground interconnection facilities and
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would not expose people or buildings to liquefaction or any other seismic-related ground failure.
Incorporation of current professional engineering standards would ensure the project is designed
to adequately address potential impacts related to unstable geologic units. Therefore, potential
impacts would be less than significant, and no mitigation is necessary.

(d) Be located on expansive soil, as defined in Table 18-1-B of the Uniform Building Code
(1994), creating substantial direct or indirect risks to life or property?

Less than Significant Impact. The project includes underground interconnection facilities and
would not be located on expansive soils that would create substantial risks to life or property.
Incorporation of current professional engineering standards would ensure the project is designed
to adequately address potential impacts related to expansive soil conditions. Therefore, potential
impacts would be less than significant, and no mitigation is necessary.

(e) Have soils incapable of adequately supporting the use of septic tanks or alternative
waste water disposal systems where sewers are not available for the disposal of waste
water?

No Impact. Septic tanks and other alternative waste water disposal systems are not proposed as
part of the project. No waste water disposal would occur onsite as a result of the project. No
impacts would occur, and no mitigation is necessary.

() Directly or indirectly destroy a unique paleontological resource or site or unique geologic
feature?

Less than Significant Impact with Mitigation. The project area is underlain with late
Pleistocene dune sand. There are no known unique paleontological resources or unique geological
features located within the project sites and the area has a low potential for encountering
important fossils. Improvements would occur in areas subject to previous disturbance and the
extent and depth of grading would generally occur within non-native fill material. However, if
paleontological resources are encountered during construction activities, Mitigation Measure
GEO-1 shall be implemented to reduce potential impacts to less than significant.

Mitigation Measures

GEO-1 If paleontological resources are encountered during ground-disturbing activities,
activities in the immediate area of the find shall be halted and a qualified paleontologist
shall be retained to evaluate the discovery and recommend appropriate treatment options
pursuant to guidelines developed by the Society of Vertebrate Paleontology.

Conclusion

The project would not directly or indirectly exacerbate the potential for substantial adverse effects
associated with unstable soil conditions or geologic hazards. No paleontological resources are known to
occur within the project area; however, during excavation there is a potential to encounter important
fossils. With implementation of Mitigation Measure GEO-1, potential impacts to paleontological
resources would be reduced to less than significant.

Sources
County of San Luis Obispo (County). 1999. General Plan: Safety Element.

County of San Luis Obispo (County). 2018. Land Use View: Geology and Soils. Available at:
https://gis.slocounty.ca.gov/sites/luview.htm. Accessed on August 24, 2018.
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U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS). 2018. Custom
Soil Resource Report for San Luis Obispo County, California, Coastal Part. Available at:
https://websoilsurvey.sc.egov.usda.gov/App/HomePage.htm. Accessed on: August 24, 2018.

Woodring, W.P. and M.N. Bramlette. 1950. Geology and Paleontology of the Santa Maria District
California. Geological Survey Professional Paper 222. U.S. Department of the Interior,
Washington. Available at: https://pubs.usgs.gov/pp/0222/report.pdf. Accessed May 2018.

Yeh and Associates, Inc. 2018. Geotechnical Data Report — NCSD New Interconnection Facility (at
Primavera Lane and Orchard Road, Lyn Road and Red Oaks Way, and Trail View Place and Via
Concha Road, Nipomo, California). April 2, 2018.

Less Than
Significant
Potentially with Less Than
Significant Mitigation Significant
Impact Incorporated Impact No Impact
Vill. GREENHOUSE GAS
EMISSIONS
Would the project:
(@) Generate greenhouse gas emissions,
either directly or indirectly, that may D D D
have a significant impact on the
environment?
(b)  Conflict with an applicable plan, policy ] ] ]

or regulation adopted for the purpose
of reducing the emissions of
greenhouse gases?

Setting

Greenhouse gases (GHG) are any gases that absorb infrared radiation in the atmosphere, and are different
from the criteria pollutants discussed in Section III, Air Quality, above. The primary GHGs that are
emitted into the atmosphere as a result of human activities are carbon dioxide (CO2), methane (CH4),
nitrous oxide (N20), and fluorinated gases. These are most commonly emitted through the burning of
fossil fuels (oil, natural gas, and coal), agricultural practices, decay of organic waste in landfills, and a
variety of other chemical reactions and industrial processes (e.g., the manufacturing of cement).

Carbon dioxide is the most abundant GHG and is estimated to represent approximately 80-90% of the
principal GHGs that are currently affecting the earth’s climate. According to the ARB, transportation
(vehicle exhaust) and electricity generation are the main sources of GHG in the state.

The passage of AB32, the California Global Warming Solutions Act (2006), recognized the need to
reduce GHG emissions and set the greenhouse gas emissions reduction goal for the State of California
into law. The law requires that by 2020, State emissions must be reduced to 1990 levels. This is to be
accomplished by reducing greenhouse gas emissions from significant sources via regulation, market
mechanisms, and other actions. Subsequent legislation (e.g., SB97-Greenhouse Gas Emissions bill)
directed the ARB to develop statewide thresholds.
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In December 2008, CARB approved the AB 32 Scoping Plan outlining the State’s strategy to achieve the
2020 GHG emissions limit. In April 2015, Governor Edmund G. Brown Jr. also issued an executive order
to establish a California GHG reduction target of 40 percent below 1990 levels by 2030 and directed the
CARB to update the AB 32 Scoping Plan to incorporate the 2030 target.

In March 2012, the SLOAPCD approved thresholds for GHG emission impacts, and these thresholds
have been incorporated into the SLOAPCD’s CEQA Air Quality Handbook. The SLOAPCD determined
that a tiered process for land use development projects was the most appropriate and effective approach
for assessing the GHG emission impacts. The tiered approach includes three methods, any of which can
be used for any given project:

1. Qualitative GHG Reduction Strategies (e.g. Climate Action Plans): A qualitative threshold that is
consistent with AB 32 Scoping Plan measures and goals; or,

2. Bright-Line Threshold: Numerical value to determine the significance of a project’s annual GHG
emissions; or,

3. Efficiency-Based Threshold: Assesses the GHG impacts of a project on an emissions per capita
basis.

For most projects, the Bright-Line Threshold of 1,150 Metric Tons CO2/year (MT CO2e/yr) will be the
most applicable threshold. The SLOAPCD thresholds are for a project’s amortized construction and
operational-related GHG emissions. In addition to the land use development threshold options proposed
above, a bright-line numerical value threshold of 10,000 MT CO2e/yr was adopted for stationary source
(industrial) projects.

It should be noted that projects that generate less than the above-mentioned thresholds will also
participate in emission reductions because air emissions, including GHGs, are under the purview of the
California Air Resources Board (or other regulatory agencies) and will be “regulated” by either CARB,
the Federal Government, or other entities. For example, new vehicles will be subject to increased fuel
economy standards and emission reductions, large and small appliances will be subject to more strict
emissions standards, and energy delivered to consumers will increasingly come from renewable sources.
Other programs that are intended to reduce the overall GHG emissions include Low Carbon Fuel
Standards, Renewable Portfolio standards, and the Clean Car standards. As a result, even the emissions
that result from projects that produce fewer emissions than the threshold will be subject to emission
reductions.

Under CEQA, an individual project’s GHG emissions will generally not result in direct significant
impacts. This is because the climate change issue is global in nature. However, an individual project
could be found to contribute to a potentially significant cumulative impact. Projects that have GHG
emissions above the noted thresholds may be considered cumulatively considerable and require
mitigation.

Discussion

(a) Generate greenhouse gas emissions, either directly or indirectly, that may have a
significant impact on the environment?

Less than Significant Impact. The project includes the installation of three interconnection
facilities for water supply as well as minor access development associated with the WMWC
Facility. No GHG emissions would be generated by the project except during short-term
construction activities and very limited long-term maintenance activities and the project is well
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below any thresholds identified in the SLOAPCD’s screening criteria for project air quality
analysis (SLOAPCD CEQA Air Quality Handbook Table 1-1). Further, the project would require
a minimal amount of energy for long-term operations. These impacts would be negligible and
well under the SLOAPCD’s Bright-Line Threshold; therefore, the project would not result in a
considerable contribution to cumulative GHG emissions. Potential impacts would be less than

significant, and no mitigation is necessary.

(b) Conflict with an applicable plan, policy or regulation adopted for the purpose of reducing

the emissions of greenhouse gases?

No Impact. The proposed project would not generate significant additional long-term vehicle
trips or mobile-source emissions. The project would not conflict with the control measures
identified in the CAP or other state and local regulations related to GHG emissions and renewable
energy. The project would have no impact on plans and policies adopted for the purpose of

reducing GHG emissions and no mitigation is necessary.

Conclusion

The project would not generate significant GHG emissions above existing levels and would not exceed
any applicable GHG thresholds, considerably contribute to cumulatively significant GHG emissions, or
conflict with plans adopted to reduce GHG emissions. Impacts would be less than significant, and no

mitigation is necessary.

Sources

San Luis Obispo County Air Pollution District (SLOAPCD). 2012. CEQA Air Quality Handbook.

Potentially
Significant

Impact

IX. HAZARDS AND
HAZARDOUS MATERIALS

Would the project:

(@) Create a significant hazard to the D
public or the environment through the
routine transport, use, or disposal of
hazardous materials?

(b)  Create a significant hazard to the D
public or the environment through
reasonably foreseeable upset and
accident conditions involving the
release of hazardous materials into the
environment?

(c) Emit hazardous emissions or handle ]
hazardous or acutely hazardous
materials, substances, or waste within
one-quarter mile of an existing or
proposed school?

Mitigation
Incorporated

Less Than
Significant

with Less Than
Significant
Impact No Impact
[ []
[ []
[ [
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(d)

(e)

()

(9)

Less Than

Significant
Potentially with Less Than
Significant Mitigation Significant
Impact Incorporated Impact No Impact
Be located on a site which is included ] ] ]

on a list of hazardous materials sites
compiled pursuant to Government
Code Section 65962.5 and, as a result,
would it create a significant hazard to
the public or the environment?

For a project located within an airport
land use plan or, where such a plan D D D

has not been adopted, within two miles
of a public airport or public use airport,
would the project result in a safety
hazard or excessive noise for people
residing or working in the project area?

Impair implementation of or physically
interfere with an adopted emergency D D D

response plan or emergency
evacuation plan?

Expose people or structures, either D D D

directly or indirectly, to a significant risk
of loss, injury or death involving
wildland fires?

Setting

Based on a search of the California Department of Toxic Substance Control’s EnviroStor database, the
State Water Resources Control Board’s (Water Board) Geotracker system, solid waste disposal sites
identified by Water Board, “active” cease and desist orders and cleanup and desist orders identified by the
Water Board, and the list of hazardous waste facilities subject to corrective action identified by DTSC,
there are no environmental cleanup sites near any of the three interconnection facilities The project is not
located within 2 miles of any public airport or private airstrip; the nearest airport is the Oceano County
Airport, located approximately 4 miles northwest of the nearest facility (GSWC-CR Facility). There are
no schools located within 0.25 mile of any of the proposed facilities.

Discussion

(@)

Create a significant hazard to the public or the environment through the routine
transport, use, or disposal of hazardous materials?

Less than Significant Impact. The proposed project involves the installation of three new
underground interconnection facilities, which would not create a significant hazard to the public
or environment through the routine transport, use, or disposal of hazardous materials. During
project construction, road paving materials, epoxies, oil, gasoline, diesel fuel, paints, solvents,
and other hazardous materials may be used. The transport, use, handling, and disposal of
hazardous materials during construction would be pursuant to local, state, and federal regulations
to minimize risk and exposure. No hazardous materials are proposed to be permanently stored
onsite. Therefore, the project would not pose a significant risk to the public or environment as a
result of the routine transport, use, or disposal of hazardous materials, and impacts would be less
than significant. No mitigation is necessary.
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(b)

(c)

(d)

(e)

Create a significant hazard to the public or the environment through reasonably
foreseeable upset and accident conditions involving the release of hazardous materials
into the environment?

Less than Significant Impact. During the short-term construction period of 4 months for the
three project sites, there is a possibility of accidental release of hazardous substances such as road
paving materials and petroleum-based fuels used for construction equipment. The level of risk
associated with the accidental release of hazardous substances is not considered significant due to
the limited nature and duration of construction activities and the small volume and low
concentration of materials that would be utilized during construction. No hazardous materials
would be permanently stored on site, though soils adjacent to the roadway could potentially
contain deposited contaminants. The contractor would be required to use standard construction
controls and safety procedures, which would avoid and minimize the potential for accidental
release of such substances into the environment and mitigate impacts in the event of a spill or
accidental release. Standard construction practices would be implemented such that any materials
released are appropriately contained and remediated as required by local, state, and federal law.
Therefore, potential impacts related to an accidental release of hazardous materials would be less
than significant, and no mitigation is necessary.

Emit hazardous emissions or handle hazardous or acutely hazardous materials,
substances, or waste within one-quarter mile of an existing or proposed school?

Less than Significant Impact. There a no schools located within 0.25 mile of the proposed
interconnection facilities. The proposed project would not emit hazardous emissions or handle
acutely hazardous materials, substance or waste; however, during construction, road paving
materials, oils, lubricants, fuels, and other hazardous materials may be used. Given the limited
nature (underground interconnection facilities), duration of construction activities (approximately
4 months for all three facilities, which is expected to require 30-45 days at each site, with some
activities overlapping at each site), and the distance to the nearest school, potential impacts would
be less than significant. No mitigation is necessary.

Be located on a site which is included on a list of hazardous materials sites compiled
pursuant to Government Code Section 65962.5 and, as a result, would it create a
significant hazard to the public or the environment?

No Impact. The project sites do not overlay a landfill or hazardous material site. Based on a
review of the California Department of Toxic Substance Control’s EnviroStor database, the State
Water Resources Control Board’s Geotracker system, and other lists included in the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency’s Cortese List data resources, the new facilities would not be
located in an area that includes any known hazardous material storage or cleanup sites. The
proposed facilities are not on a site that is on a list of hazardous materials site complied pursuant
to Government Code Section 65962.5 and would not create a significant hazard to the public or
the environment related to disturbance in a hazardous materials site. No impacts would occur, and
no mitigation is necessary.

For a project located within an airport land use plan or, where such a plan has not been
adopted, within two miles of a public airport or public use airport, would the project result
in a safety hazard or excessive noise for people residing or working in the project area?

No Impact. The proposed facilities are not located near any public airports or County designated
Airport Review Areas. The closest public airport is the Oceano County Airport, located

approximately 4 miles northwest of the nearest facility. The proposed project would not result in
a safety hazard related to airport operations, flight patterns, or other airport uses or resources that
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would create a safety hazard or excessive noise for people residing or working in the project area.
No impacts would occur, and no mitigation is necessary.

(f) Impair implementation of or physically interfere with an adopted emergency response
plan or emergency evacuation plan?

Less than Significant Impact. Implementation of the proposed project would not have a
permanent impact on any adopted emergency response plans or emergency evacuation plans.
Temporary construction activities and staging would occur within the County’s right-of-way and
on the Woodlands parcel, and temporary road closures and/ or detours may be required during
construction. Access to nearby residential driveways would be maintained throughout the
duration of the project. There are adequate alternative routes available to accommodate any
rerouted trips through the project area for the short-term construction period. Therefore, the
project would not impair implementation of or physically interfere with an adopted emergency
response plan or emergency evacuation plan. Impacts would be less than significant, and no
mitigation is necessary.

(9) Expose people or structures, either directly or indirectly, to a significant risk of loss, injury
or death involving wildland fires?

Less than Significant Impact. According to the County’s General Plan Safety Element and Fire
Hazard Severity Zones overlay map, the project sites are within a high fire hazard severity zone
and 0- to 10-minute emergency response time zones. The GSWC and WMWC Facilities are
located in the Local Responsibility Area (LRA) and the GSWC-CR Facility is located in the State
Responsibility Area (SRA), as designated by CalFire. The closest fire facility is San Luis Obispo
County Fire, located approximately 2.5 miles from the GSWC Facility, approximately 6 miles
from the GSWC-CR Facility, and approximately 3 miles from the WMWC Facility. The project
would construct underground interconnection facilities and would not directly or indirectly
expose people or structures to a substantial risk of wildfires, nor impair an adopted emergency
plan or result in the maintenance or installation of structures that would further increase the risk
of fire. Standard construction processes and BMPs would include any necessary fire management
onsite during construction related disturbances. Potential impacts would be less than significant,
and no mitigation is necessary.

Conclusion

The proposed project would not result in significant adverse impacts to Hazards and Hazardous Materials.
The limited nature and duration of disturbance substantially reduces and avoids the potential for
significant effects related to hazardous material contamination, emergency evacuation, and fire risk.
Therefore, potential impacts would be less than significant, and no mitigation is necessary.

Sources

California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection (CalFire). 2016. State Responsibility Areas (SRA).
Available at: http://frap.fire.ca.gov/projects/sra_mapping/. Accessed on August 28, 2018.

California Department of Toxic Substance Control. 2018. Envirostor. Available at:
https://www.envirostor.dtsc.ca.gov/public/. Accessed on August 28, 2018.

California Department of Transportation (Caltrans). 2018. Caltrans GIS Data — Aviation. Available at:
http://www.dot.ca.gov/hg/tsip/gis/datalibrary/. Accessed on August 28, 2018.

California Environmental Protection Agency (CalEPA). 2018. Cortese List Data Resources. Available at:
https://calepa.ca.gov/sitecleanup/corteselist/. Accessed on August 28, 2018.
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California State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB). 2018. GeoTracker. Available at:
https://geotracker.waterboards.ca.gov/. Accessed on August 28, 2018.

County of San Luis Obispo (County). 1999. General Plan: Safety Element.

County of San Luis Obispo (County). 2018. Land Use View: Hazards and Hazardous Materials Available
at: https://gis.slocounty.ca.gov/sites/luview.htm. Accessed on August 28, 2018.
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Less Than

Significant
Potentially with Less Than
Significant Mitigation Significant
Impact Incorporated Impact No Impact
(e)  Conflict with or obstruct ] ] ]

implementation of a water quality
control plan or sustainable
groundwater management plan?

Setting

The project area is located in the Estero Bay Hydrologic Unit, in the Arroyo Grande Hydrologic Area,
and in the Oceano Hydrologic Sub-Area — Hydrologic Unit Number 310.31 (GSWC-CR Facility) and the
Nipomo Mesa Hydrologic Sub-Area — Hydrologic Unit Number 310.32 (GSWC and WMWC Facility).
The proposed project is located within the Los Berros Creek Watershed super-planning area of the Arroyo
Grande Creek watershed, approximately 9 miles below the Lopez Lake Dam. The USGS Oceano,
California 7.5-minute quadrangle shows the nearest blue-line channel to the GSWC Facility is Nipomo
Creek, located approximately one mile northeast; for the GSWC-CR Facility, Los Berros Creek is located
approximately 0.6 mile to the north; and for the WMWC Facility, an unnamed tributary of the Oso Flaco
Creek is located approximately 1.57 miles southwest of the facility, an unnamed tributary to Black Lake
is located approximately 1.70 miles north of the facility, and the Santa Maria River is located
approximately 3.58 miles south of the facility. The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)
Flood Insurance Rate Maps (FIRM) indicate that there are no floodplains present within any of the
proposed location for the three facilities and each are mapped entirely within Flood Zone X. The project
area is underlain by the Santa Maria Groundwater Basin, which underlies more than 280 square miles in
the southwestern corner of San Luis Obispo County and the northwestern corner of Santa Barbara
County. The project site is not located in the County’s mapped dam inundation area.

Discussion

(a) Violate any water quality standards or waste discharge requirements or otherwise
substantially degrade surface or groundwater quality ?

Less than Significant Impact. The proposed project is located within the jurisdiction of the
Central Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board (CCRWQCB). The CCRWQCB sets
standards for all ground and surface waters within its region. Water Quality standards are defined
under the Clean Water Act (CWA) to include both the beneficial uses of specific water bodies
and the levels of water quality that must be met and maintained to protect those uses. Water
quality standards for all ground and surface waters overseen by the CCRWQCB are documented
in their Basin Plan. Water Quality standards are attained when designated beneficial uses are
achieved and water quality objectives are being met. The regulatory program of the CCRWQCB
is designed to minimize and control discharges to surface and ground water within the region,
largely through permitting, such that water quality standards are effectively attained.

Improvements including construction, maintenance, and operation of the NCSD facilities would
be covered under an existing Statewide National Pollution Discharge Elimination System
(NPDES) Permit for utility discharges. This permit would be revised, as necessary, to cover
transmission system installation, cleaning, testing, and operation of the proposed project.
Compliance with NPDES permit requirements and implementation of BMPs would ensure that
potential impacts related to a violation of any water quality standards or waste discharge
requirements would be less than significant. The project does not propose any waste discharge
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(b)

(c)

and would not substantially affect water quality. Therefore, potential impacts would be less than
significant, and no mitigation is necessary.

Substantially decrease groundwater supplies or interfere substantially with groundwater
recharge such that the project may impede sustainable groundwater management of the
basin?

Less than Significant Impact. The proposed project is underlain by the Santa Maria
Groundwater Basin, which encompasses approximately 280 square miles in the southwestern
corner of San Luis Obispo County and the northwestern corner of Santa Barbara County. The
Department of Water Resources has designated the Santa Maria Groundwater Basin as high
priority under the 2015 Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA). The SGMA does
not apply to the portion of the Santa Maria Basin defined by the Superior Court in the Santa
Maria Groundwater Litigation, which is also subject to the stipulation and judgement entered in
the adjudication (“adjudicated areas”). The project lies within the adjudicated basin, which is
managed by the Nipomo Mesa Management Areca (NMMA). NMMA is responsible for
implementing monitoring and management practices so that present and future water demands are
satisfied without causing long-term damage to the underlying groundwater resource. By
stipulation and Court judgement, the NCSD has agreed to purchase and transmit to the NMMA,
2,500 acre-feet of Nipomo Supplemental Water per year from the City of Santa Maria. Under the
Supplemental Water Management and Groundwater Replenishment Agreement (Replenishment
Agreement; NCSD et. al 2015) and the stipulation, GSWC and WMWC have a purveyor
purchase allocation of 8.33% and 16.66%, respectively, of the total 2,500 acre-feet a year
delivered through the Nipomo Supplemental Water Project (NSWP). At the time that the
stipulation and Replenishment Agreement were entered into, a third water supplier, Rural Water
Company, was required to purchase an additional 8.33% of the water delivered through the
NSWP. GSWC has since purchased Rural Water Company and is now responsible for its 8.33%
share.

The proposed project would install three new underground interconnection facilities as part of the
NSWP to allow the GSWC and the WMWC to receive supplemental water from the City of Santa
Maria, through NCSD. Installation of the new facilities would allow the GSWC and the WMWC
to receive their maximum allowable allocations of water delivery per the Replenishment
Agreement and the Stipulation while meeting the objectives of the NSWP. The proposed project
would allow for necessary infrastructure improvements for supplemental water and would not
substantially increase water demand, deplete groundwater supplies, or interfere substantially with
groundwater recharge. The project is consistent with the NMMA’s responsibility to manage the
groundwater basin in a manner that avoids long-term damage. As called for in the Stipulation and
the Replenishment Agreement, the project would enable supplemental water to be used in areas
of the NMMA portion of the groundwater basin showing greatest levels of decline, reducing
pumping in those areas and benefitting the basin as a whole. Potential impacts would be less than
significant, and no mitigation is necessary.

Substantially alter the existing drainage pattern of the site or area, including through the
alteration of the course of a stream or river or through the addition of impervious
surfaces, in a manner which would:

(i) Result in substantial erosion or siltation on- or off-site?

Less than Significant Impact. Ground disturbance and excavation would primarily occur within
the County right-of-way or on the Woodlands parcel, and all disturbance activities would be at
least 0.5 mile from the nearest stream or river. As part of the WMWC Facility, a 12-foot all-
weather gravel access road would be developed per the County gravel road standard A-1F. The
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proposed project would not significantly alter any surface drainage patterns to a point that would
result in substantially increasing erosion or siltation on or off site. The project would incorporate
BMPs to minimize any potential for construction related runoff. Impacts related to erosion or
siltation following construction would be similar to existing conditions and would be less than
significant. No mitigation is necessary.

(i) Substantially increase the rate or amount of surface runoff in a manner which would
result in flooding on- or off-site?

Less than Significant Impact. The proposed project site is not located within the direct vicinity
of surface water, and, according to the FEMA FIRM maps, none of the facilities would be located
in an area prone to flooding. The proposed project would not alter the course of a stream or river
and would not substantially change drainage patterns within the project area. The project would
slightly increase impervious surfaces at each facility by approximately 50 square feet and changes
to the volume or rate of runoff would be negligible. Remaining surface conditions would be
restored to their original condition following construction activities. Additionally, the project
would incorporate BMPs to minimize the potential for construction related runoff. Potential
impacts would be less than significant, and no mitigation is necessary.

(iii)  Create or contribute runoff water which would exceed the capacity of existing or
planned stormwater drainage systems or provide substantial additional sources of
polluted runoff?

Less than Significant Impact. Improvements would occur within an existing County right-of-
way and on the Woodlands parcel and would not substantially increase or expand existing
impervious surfaces within the project area. Although the project would result in slight increases
in impervious surfaces (approximately 50 square feet at each facility) changes would be
negligible and any potential runoff resulting from the project would be similar to what presently
occurs. The project would be predominantly subsurface and does not connect to an existing or
planned drainage system. Runoff would continue to sheet flow across the project site along curbs
and into pervious roadside surface areas. Potential impacts related to runoff water that could
exceed existing or planned storm water drainage systems or provide substantial additional sources
of polluted runoff water would be less than significant. No mitigation is necessary.

(iv) Impede or redirect flood flows?

No Impact. Construction and operation of the proposed project would not substantially affect the
existing drainage pattern for the site and no activities or structures are proposed that would
substantially impede or redirect runoff from the site. No impacts would occur, and no mitigation
is necessary.

(d) In flood hazard, tsunami, or seiche zones, risk release of pollutants due to project
inundation?

No Impact. The project is not located in a 100 or 500-year flood zone. According to the FEMA
FIRM maps (panel 06079C1638F — effective 8/28/2008, 06079C1608G — effective 11/16/2012,
and 06079C1616F — effective 8/28/2008 — FEMA 2018) the project is in area designated as Zone
X, an area of minimal flood hazard above the 500-year level. Lopez Lake Dam is located
approximately 9 miles from the nearest facility. The three new facilities would not be within the
dam inundation zone according to County’s dam inundation overlay in the General Plan Safety
Element. The new facilities are located on the Nipomo Mesa, elevated above the flood prone
areas within the Cienega Valley and other areas of the Arroyo Grande Creek Watershed.
According to the Department of Conservation’s San Luis Obispo County’s Tsunami Inundation
maps (USGS Oceano, California 7.5-minute quadrangle), the project is located outside of a
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tsunami inundation zone. The project is not located in proximity to any impounded body of water
that would be subject to seiche. The project would install three underground vaults with minimal
above ground infrastructure and would not expose people or structures to flooding. The project
would not be located in flood hazard, tsunami, or seiche zones, and would not risk release of
pollutants due to project inundation. Therefore, no impacts would occur, and no mitigation is
necessary.

(e) Conflict with or obstruct implementation of a water quality control plan or sustainable
groundwater management plan?

Less than Significant Impact. As discussed above in response to Question b, the project lies
within an adjudicated portion of the Santa Maria Basin that is not subject to the SGMA, and
installation of the new facilities would allow the GSWC and the WMWC to receive their
maximum allowable allocations of water delivery per the Replenishment Agreement and
Stipulation. Therefore, the project would not conflict with or obstruct implementation of a water
quality control plan or sustainable groundwater management plan. Potential impacts would be
less than significant, and no mitigation is necessary.

Conclusion

The new facilities would not be located in proximity to any surface water bodies and would not affect
quantity or quality of groundwater. The project does not propose alterations to existing water courses or
other significant alterations to existing drainage patterns at the project site. The new facilities are not
within the 100-year flood zone and would not substantially increase impervious surfaces. The proposed
project would not result in a significant adverse impact related to Hydrology and Water Quality. No
mitigation is necessary.

Sources

California Department of Conservation. 2009. Tsunami Inundation Map for Emergency Planning —
Oceano Quadrangle. Available at:
http://www.conservation.ca.gov/cgs/geologic _hazards/Tsunami/Inundation Maps/Sanl.uisObispo
Accessed on August 27, 2018.

County of San Luis Obispo (County). 2018. Santa Maria River Valley Groundwater Basin Non-
Adjudicated “Fringe Areas.” Available at:
https://www.slocountywater.org/site/Water%20Resources/SGMA/santamaria/. Accessed on
August 27, 2018

Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA). 2018. FEMA Flood Map Service Center. Available
at: https://msc.fema.gov/portal/search? AddressQuery=nipomo%2Cca. Accessed on August 27,
2018

Nipomo Community Services District (NCSD). 2012. Nipomo Community Services District
Supplemental Water Project — Addendum Environmental Impact Report.

Nipomo Community Services District (NCSD), Rural Water Company, The Woodlands Mutual Water
Company of San Luis Obispo County, and Golden State Water Company (GSWC). 2015.
Supplemental Water Management and Groundwater Replenishment Agreement. October 16,
2015.

Nipomo Mesa Management Area Technical Group. 2017. Nipomo Mesa Management Area 9th Annual
Report Calendar Year 2016. Available at: https://ncsd.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2014/03/9th-
Annual-Report-Calendar-Year-2016.pdf. Accessed on April 26, 2018
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2005.

. 2008. Santa Maria Groundwater Litigation Judgement After Trial. January 25, 2008.

Less Than
Significant
Potentially with Less Than
Significant Mitigation Significant
Impact Incorporated Impact No Impact
Xl. LAND USE AND
PLANNING
Would the project:
(@) Physically divide an established
community? D D D
(b)  Cause a significant environmental D D D

impact due to a conflict with any land
use plan, policy, or regulation adopted
for the purpose of avoiding or
mitigating an environmental effect?

Setting

The project is in the Residential Suburban, Residential Rural, and Recreation land use categories in
unincorporated San Luis Obispo County within the South County Planning Area (South County Inland
Sub Area). The new facilities would be located within the County’s right-of-way or on the Woodlands
parcel near suburban and rural neighborhoods. The GSWC Facility is located within the Nipomo Urban
Reserve Line and the WMWC Facility is within the Woodlands Village Reserve Line. The GSWC-CR
Facility is not located within an Urban or Village Reserve Line, and is approximately 0.20 mile south of
the Los Berros Village Reserve Line.

Discussion

(a) Physically divide an established community?

No Impact. The new facilities would be located near rural and suburban neighborhoods primarily
surrounded by single family residences. The proposed improvements would require temporary
construction to allow for three underground interconnection facilities to be installed within the
County right-of-way and on the Woodlands parcel and would not result in physically dividing an
established community. No impacts would occur, and no mitigation is necessary.

(b) Cause significant environmental impact due to a conflict with any land use plan, policy,
or regulation adopted for the purpose of avoiding or mitigating an environmental effect?

No Impact. The proposed facilities lie within the South County Planning Area — South County
Inland Sub-area and within the Nipomo Urban Reserve Line (GSWC Facility) and Woodland
Village Reserve Line (WMWC Facility). The South County Area Plan recognizes the rural nature
of this region and outlines goals and policies to maintain that character. The proposed project
would install three new interconnection facilities to allow the GSWC and WMWC to receive
supplemental water from the City of Santa Maria per the Replenishment Agreement and as part of
the NSWP. The project would allow for GSWC and WMWC to receive their maximum allowable
water allocations and ensure a reliable water supply to the communities within the Nipomo Mesa
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area, which would further support the goals of providing community services outlined in the
South County Area Plan. Therefore, the project would not cause a significant environmental
impact due to a conflict with any land use plan, policy, or regulation. No impacts would occur,
and no mitigation is necessary.

Conclusion

The proposed project would not result in a significant adverse impact related to Land Use and Planning.
Therefore, no mitigation is necessary.

Sources

County of San Luis Obispo (County). 2014. General Plan: Land Use and Circulation Elements (Part II):
The Area Plans (South County Area Plan).

Less Than
Significant
Potentially with Less Than
Significant Mitigation Significant
Impact Incorporated Impact No Impact

Xll. MINERAL RESOURCES
Would the project:

(@) Resultin the loss of availability of a ] ] ]

known mineral resource that would be
of value to the region and the residents
of the state?

(b)  Resultin the loss of availability of a ] ] ]

locally- important mineral resource
recovery site delineated on a local
general plan, specific plan or other
land use plan?

Setting

The project site does not contain any known mineral resources.

Discussion

(a) Result in the loss of availability of a known mineral resource that would be of value to the
region and the residents of the state?

No Impact. According the County’s General Plan Land Use Element and the Energy or
Extractive Area (EX) combining designation overlay, there are no known mineral resources in the
project area. Future extraction of mineral resources is very unlikely due to the location of the
facilities within the County right-of-way and on the Woodlands parcel, which is encumbered by
an open space. No impacts to known mineral resources would occur, and no mitigation is
necessary.
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(b) Result in the loss of availability of a locally- important mineral resource recovery site
delineated on a local general plan, specific plan or other land use plan?

No Impact. As discussed in Question a, above, there are no known or mapped mineral resources
in the project area and the likelihood of future mining of important resources within the project
area is very low. No impacts would occur, and no mitigation is necessary.

Conclusion

No impacts to Mineral Resources would occur as a result of the project, and no mitigation is necessary.

Sources

County of San Luis Obispo (County). 2015. General Plan: Framework for Planning (Inland)

Less Than
Significant
Potentially with Less Than
Significant Mitigation Significant
Impact Incorporated Impact No Impact
XIlll. NOISE
Would the project result in:
(@) Generation of a substantial temporary
or permanent increase in ambient o u u
noise levels in the vicinity of the project
in excess of standards established in
the local general plan or noise
ordinance, or applicable standards of
other agencies?
(b)  Generation of excessive groundborne
vibration or groundborne noise levels? D D D
(c) For a project located within the vicinity D D D

of a private airstrip or an airport land
use plan or, where such a plan has not
been adopted, within two miles of a
public airport or public use airport,
would the project expose people
residing or working in the project area
to excessive noise levels?

Setting

Noise sources throughout the county can generally be divided into two categories: mobile sources and
stationary sources. Mobile sources include automobiles, trucks, trains, airplanes, buses, motorcycles, and
other vehicles. Stationary sources include power equipment, industrial plants, construction equipment and
other activities such as rock concerts and auto racing. The nearest stationery noise source is the Conoco
Phillips Santa Maria Facility located over 2 miles south of the nearest facility. All other noise sources in
the project vicinity can generally be characterized as mobile sources (predominantly transportation
related).

The residential land uses surrounding the project are considered noise-sensitive land uses. While the
project is exempt from County noise standards and policies per Government Code section 53091,
standards established in the County’s General Plan Noise Element were used as a frame of reference to
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evaluate potential noise impacts. The County’s General Plan Noise Element outlines numerical noise
standards that limit noise exposure within noise-sensitive land uses. For transportation noise sources, 60
A-weighted decibels (dBA) day/night average sound level (Lpn) or Community Noise Equivalent Level
(CNEL) is the acceptable level, and 70 dBA Lpnx or CNEL is considered conditionally acceptable. The
maximum allowable noise-exposure for stationary noise sources during the daytime (7 a.m. to 10 p.m.) is
70 dBA.

Discussion

(@)

(b)

Generation of a substantial temporary or permanent increase in ambient noise levels in
the vicinity of the project in excess of standards established in the local general plan or
noise ordinance, or applicable standards of other agencies?

Less than Significant Impact with Mitigation — The proposed project does not include any
features that would generate a permanent or consistent source of mobile or stationary noise. Noise
generation from the proposed project would be limited to construction activities. Construction
noise would be variable, temporary, and limited in nature and duration. However, construction
related noise could exceed standards established in the County General Plan at nearby sensitive
receptors (residences). Heavy trucks and machinery for demolition, concrete pouring, waste
disposal, etc., could generate a significant amount of noise. Equipment used for asphalt cutting,
soil excavation, and aggregate base compaction would likely be the loudest machinery used.

Typical construction equipment (e.g., loader, jack hammer, masonry saw) generally ranges from
90-115 dBA at the source or between 65 to 90 dBA at 50 feet. By estimating sound dampening
over distance, noise produced by construction equipment is generally reduced over distance at a
rate of about 6 dB per doubling of distance. The GSWC Facility would be located approximately
50 feet northwest of the nearest residence, while the GSWC-CR and WMWC Facilities would be
located over 100 feet from the nearest residences, which would result in an approximately 24
dBA or greater reduction in noise generated by construction equipment. In general, given the
average distance of construction to the nearest home, noise generating equipment would attenuate
to below the 70 dBA threshold; however, in some circumstances, noise levels may infrequently
and periodically exceed those levels. Therefore, potential impacts would be potentially
significant. Mitigation Measures NOISE-1 and NOISE-2 would reduce potential noise impacts
by ensuring construction activities are limited to daytime hours and requiring construction
equipment to be equipped with appropriate mufflers recommended by the manufacturer. With
implementation of these measures, potential impacts would be less than significant.

Generation of excessive groundborne vibration or groundborne noise levels?

Less than Significant Impact. Groundborne vibration is not a common environmental problem.
It is unusual for vibration from sources such as buses and trucks to be perceptible, even in
locations close to major roads. Some common sources of groundborne vibrations are trains, buses
on rough roads, and heavy construction activities such as blasting, pile driving, and extensive
grading and heavy earth moving equipment. Any groundborne vibrations from construction
would be temporary and short-term in nature, and likely imperceptible. No heavy construction
activities that would generate significant vibrations are proposed as part of the project. Therefore,
impacts related to excessive groundborne vibration would be less than significant. No mitigation
is necessary.
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(c) For a project located within the vicinity of a private airstrip or an airport land use plan or,
where such a plan has not been adopted, within two miles of a public airport or public
use airport, would the project expose people residing or working in the project area to
excessive noise levels?

No Impact. The project site is not within 2 miles of any public airport or private airstrip. The
nearest airport is the Oceano County Airport, located approximately 4 miles northwest of the
nearest facility. The project would not generate a new noise source or expose people residing or
working in the project area to existing excessive noise; therefore, no impacts would occur, and no
mitigation is necessary.

Conclusion

The project has the potential to temporarily and periodically increase ambient noise levels and/or
temporarily exceed noise thresholds as defined in the County’s General Plan Noise Element. Mitigation
limiting construction hours to times when people are generally away from residences and requiring
construction engines be equipped with appropriate mufflers would reduce potential construction-related
impacts to less than significant. No long-term operational impacts related to noise would occur, a no
additional mitigation is necessary.

Mitigation Measures

NOISE-1 Construction activities shall be limited to the daytime hours of 7:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m.
Monday through Friday, and 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. on Saturday or Sunday.

NOISE-2 Internal combustion engines shall be equipped with the muffler recommended by the
manufacturer. Internal combustion engines shall not be operated on the job site without
the appropriate muffler.

Sources

County of San Luis Obispo (County). 1992. General Plan: Noise Element

Less Than
Significant
Potentially with Less Than
Significant Mitigation Significant
Impact Incorporated Impact No Impact
XIV. POPULATION AND
HOUSING

Would the project:
(@) Induce substantial unplanned

population growth in an area, either o o o

directly (for example, by proposing

new homes and businesses) or

indirectly (for example, through

extension of roads or other

infrastructure)?
(b) Displace substantial numbers of

existing people or housing, D D D

necessitating the construction of

replacement housing elsewhere?
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Setting

In 2016, the California Department of Finance estimated San Luis Obispo County’s population at
277,977. While a large portion of the county’s population lives in and around seven incorporated cities,
growth in the unincorporated areas including Nipomo and the Nipomo Mesa have continued to outpace
other portions of the county. Between 2000 and 2010, the population of Nipomo grew by 24.5%,
compared to 12% in the total unincorporated county and 8.5% in the county as a whole (U.S. Census).
While this area remains rural relative to other urbanized locations in the county, ongoing pressure for
affordable housing has increased development throughout the region.

Discussion

(a) Induce substantial unplanned population growth in an area, either directly (for example,
by proposing new homes and businesses) or indirectly (for example, through extension
of roads or other infrastructure)?

No Impact. The proposed project involves the installation of three new interconnection facilities
to convey supplemental water from the City of Santa Maria, via the NCSD, to the Nipomo Mesa.
Per the Replenishment Agreement and as part of the NSWP, the new interconnection facilities
would allow GSWC and WMWC to connect with the NCSD distribution system and receive their
maximum allowable allocations for water delivery. Installation of the new facilities is consistent
with the objectives of the NSWP to deliver supplemental water to the Nipomo Mesa Management
Area in accordance with the Stipulation and Judgement entered by the Superior Court in the Santa
Maria Groundwater Litigation, and it would not remove an obstacle to growth in the area.
Therefore, the project would not induce substantial growth directly or indirectly. No impacts
would occur, and no mitigation is necessary.

(b) Displace substantial numbers of existing people or housing, necessitating the
construction of replacement housing elsewhere?

No Impact. The project would occur within the existing County right-of-way and on the
Woodlands parcel and would not displace existing people or housing or necessitate the
construction of replacement housing elsewhere. No impacts would occur, and no mitigation is
necessary.

Conclusion

The proposed project would not result in a significant adverse impact related to Population and Housing.
Therefore, no mitigation is necessary.

Sources

U.S. Census Bureau. 2010. 2010 Census Summary File 1, Nipomo CDP, California. Available at:
https://factfinder.census.gov/faces/nav/jsf/pages/index.xhtml#. Accessed on August 27, 2018.
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Less Than

Significant
Potentially with Less Than
Significant Mitigation Significant
Impact Incorporated Impact No Impact
XV. PUBLIC SERVICES
(@) Would the project result in substantial
adverse physical impacts associated o o u
with the provision of new or physically
altered governmental facilities, need
for new or physically altered
governmental facilities, the
construction of which could cause
significant environmental impacts, in
order to maintain acceptable service
ratios, response times or other
performance objectives for any of the
public services:
Fire protection? ] ] H
Police protection? D D D
Schools? ] ] ]
Parks? D D D
Other public facilities? ] ] H

Setting

The California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection (Cal Fire), a California state agency, functions
as the County Fire Department under contract with the County of San Luis Obispo. Approximately 180
full-time state employees operate the Department, supplemented by as many as 100 state seasonal fire
fighters, 300 County paid-call and reserve fire fighters, and 120 state inmate fire fighters. The closest fire
facility is located approximately 2.5 miles from the GSWC Facility, approximately 6 miles from the
GSWC-CR Facility, and approximately 3 miles from the WMWZC Facility, with an average response time
of 0-10 minutes. The San Luis Obispo County Sheriff's Office provides service to the unincorporated
areas of San Luis Obispo County. The nearest Sheriff’s office is in the community of Oceano,
approximately 13 miles from the GSWC Facility, approximately 6 miles from the GSWC-CR Facility,
and approximately 8.5 miles from the WMWC Facility. The project area is within the Lucia Mar Unified
School District. Nearby schools have been identified in Table 2, with the closest being Treasures From
Heaven Day Care. Numerous parks and public facilities are located within the greater vicinity, most
notably, Oceano Dunes State Vehicular Recreation Area, located west of the project sites.
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Discussion

(a) Would the project result in substantial adverse physical impacts associated with the
provision of new or physically altered governmental facilities, need for new or physically
altered governmental facilities, the construction of which could cause significant
environmental impacts, in order to maintain acceptable service ratios, response times or
other performance objectives for any of the public services:

Fire protection?

Less than Significant Impact. The proposed project would install three new underground
interconnection facilities within existing County road right-of-way and on the Woodlands parcel.
Construction activities may slightly increase fire risk during construction activities, but the
project would not generate substantial long-term increases in demand for fire protection or other
emergency services. Response times within the project area are currently within acceptable levels
and would not be substantially affected by project construction or operations. The proposed
project would not result in substantial adverse physical impacts associated with the provision of
new or physically altered fire protection facilities. Therefore, potential impacts would be less than
significant, and no mitigation is necessary.

Police protection?

Less than Significant Impact. The proposed project would install three new underground
interconnection facilities within existing County road right-of-way and on the Woodlands parcel.
Construction activities may slightly increase demand on police protection services, but the project
would not generate substantial long-term increases in demand for police protection or other
emergency services. Response times within the project area are currently within acceptable levels
and would not be substantially affected by project construction or operations. The project would
not require long-term police protection, would not necessitate the construction of new facilities or
increase the long-term demand on police protection services, and would not result in extended
response times for police protection services. Potential impacts would be less than significant,
and no mitigation is necessary.

Schools?

No Impact. The project would install new underground facilities that would not directly impact
nearby schools and would not result in the generation of additional school children or create an
increase in demand for additional school capacity. No school facilities would be displaced as a
result of project implementation. No impacts would occur, and no mitigation is necessary.

Parks?

No Impact. The project does not extend through any public parks or recreational area and would
not directly impact these resources. The project would not result in an increase in population and
would not place any new or increased demand on existing local or regional park and recreation
facilities. Construction of the project would not displace any existing or known proposed
recreational facilities. Therefore, no impacts related to public park and recreational facilities
would occur and no mitigation is necessary.

Other public facilities?

No Impact. The project would result in negligible operational impacts and potential construction
related effects would be predominantly limited to the existing County right-of-way and
Woodlands parcel. The project would not directly or indirectly affect other public facilities in the
project vicinity. The proposed project would not directly or indirectly induce population growth
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in the area and would not increase demand on public facilities as a result of the project. No
expansion of County facilities or emergency services would be required. Therefore, no impacts to
other public facilities would occur and no mitigation is necessary.

Conclusion

The proposed project would not result in a significant adverse impact related to Public Services.

Therefore, no mitigation measures are necessary.

Sources

County of San Luis Obispo (County). 2018. Land Use View: Public Services. Available at:
https://gis.slocounty.ca.gov/sites/luview.htm. Accessed on August 28, 2018.

Less Than
Significant
Potentially with Less Than
Significant Mitigation Significant
Impact Incorporated Impact No Impact
XVI. RECREATION
(@)  Would the project increase the use of
existing neighborhood and regional D D D
parks or other recreational facilities
such that substantial physical
deterioration of the facility would occur
or be accelerated?
(b)  Does the project include recreational D D D

facilities or require the construction or
expansion of recreational facilities
which might have an adverse physical
effect on the environment?

Setting

San Luis Obispo County provides a variety of recreational opportunities including hiking, biking,
camping, beach access, and golf. The project vicinity itself is suburban and rural, offering few
recreational facilities within the immediate vicinity. The Oceano Dunes State Vehicular Recreation Park,
Pismo State Beach, Nipomo Regional Park, and the Blacklake Golf Resort are the nearest recreational
facilities to the project.

Discussion

(a) Would the project increase the use of existing neighborhood and regional parks or other
recreational facilities such that substantial physical deterioration of the facility would
occur or be accelerated?

Less than Significant Impact. The proposed project would install underground interconnection
facilities to provide supplemental water supply to the Nipomo Mesa. Construction of the facilities
would be short in duration and operational maintenance would be minimal and would not directly
or indirectly induce population growth which may increase the demand for, use and deterioration
of existing parks and recreational facilities. Potential impacts would be less than significant, and
no mitigation is necessary.
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(b) Does the project include recreational facilities or require the construction or expansion of
recreational facilities which might have an adverse physical effect on the environment?

No Impact. The proposed project would install underground facilities and would not include the
construction or expansion of recreational facilities. Therefore, no impacts related to the
construction or expansion of recreational facilities would occur and no mitigation is necessary.

Conclusion

No significant impacts to recreational resources would occur and no mitigation is necessary.

Sources

County of San Luis Obispo (County). 2006. General Plan: Parks and Recreation Element

Less Than
Significant
Potentially with Less Than
Significant Mitigation Significant
Impact Incorporated Impact No Impact

XVIl. TRANSPORTATION
Would the project:

(a)  Conflict with a program, plan, ] ] L]

ordinance or policy addressing the
circulation system, including transit,
roadway, bicycle, and pedestrian
facilities?

(b)  Would the project conflict or be D D D

inconsistent with CEQA Guidelines
section 15064.3, subdivision (b)?

(c)  Substantially increase hazards due to
a geometric design feature (e.g., sharp D D D
curves or dangerous intersections) or
incompatible uses (e.g., farm
equipment)?

(d)  Resultin inadequate emergency
access? [ [ [
Setting

Regional access in the project vicinity is provided by U.S. Highway 101 (US 101), a major freeway of
statewide importance that traverses north-south through the Central Coast. Access is also provided by
State Route 1, another major state highway running north-south along the coastline. Access to the GSWC
Facility would primarily be via Orchard Avenue at Primavera Lane, the GSWC-CR Facility would
primarily be accessed via Lyn Road near Red Oak Way, and the WMW(C Facility would be accessed from
a new access drive off Camino Caballo. Orchard Road, an arterial road, and Lyn Road are maintained by
the County of San Luis Obispo, while Via Concha Road is privately maintained.
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Discussion

(a)

(b)

Conflict with a program, plan, ordinance or policy addressing the circulation system,
including transit roadway, bicycle, and pedestrian facilities?

Less than Significant Impact. The proposed project is consistent with applicable local and
regional transportation plans including the County’s General Plan Circulation Element
(Framework for Planning). Construction at each of the sites would occur sequentially over
approximately 4 months and consist of several workers operating small excavators, dump trucks,
and a crane. Based on a 2015 circulation study, Via Concha (adjacent to NCSD WMWC project
site) and Orchard Road (adjacent to NCSD GSWC project site) are currently operating at Level of
Service (LOS) A, which indicates these roadways have stable flow and experience very little
congestion (County of San Luis Obispo 2016). Other roadways, including those adjacent to the
NCSD GSWCCR project site do not experience a substantial number of trips and additional
construction-related trips would be negligible. Therefore, minor increases in construction
employee and construction equipment vehicle trips would have a negligible effect on traffic in
each of these areas.

Increases in local traffic can be accommodated by existing local streets and construction traffic
would comply with applicable County traffic regulations. The contractor would obtain an
encroachment permit from the County and would be required to implement any traffic control
measures necessary to access the site to maintain unobstructed traffic flow during construction.
The project would not result in any long-term changes in traffic or circulation and would not
cause a conflict with a program, plan, ordinance or policy establishing measures of effectiveness
for the performance of the circulation system, including transit, roadway, bicycle, and pedestrian
facilities. Impacts would be less than significant, and no mitigation is necessary.

Would the project conflict or be inconsistent with CEQA Guidelines section 15064.3,
subdivision (b)?

Less than Significant Impact. In 2013, Senate Bill 743 was signed into law with the intent to
“more appropriately balance the needs of congestion management with statewide goals related to
infill development, promotion of public health through active transportation, and reduction of
greenhouse gas emissions” and required the Governor’s Office of Planning and Research (OPR)
to identify new metrics for identifying and mitigating transportation impacts within CEQA. As a
result, in December 2018, the California Natural Resources Agency certified and adopted updates
to the State CEQA Guidelines. The revisions included new requirements related to the
implementation of Senate Bill 743 and identified vehicle miles traveled (VMT) per capita, VMT
per employee, and net VMT as new metrics for transportation analysis under CEQA. Beginning
July 1, 2020, the newly adopted VMT criteria for determining significance of transportation
impacts must be implemented statewide. Currently, the County of San Luis Obispo has not yet
adopted new standards or threshold targets for VMT reduction, nor has the NCSD. The project
does not propose development or any activities that would result in any permanent increases to
VMT. Long-term maintenance activities would not substantially increase traffic trips above those
currently used to maintain the NCSD infrastructure. Construction related traffic would be short-
term and managed through requirements of the San Luis Obispo County encroachment permit
and standard construction practices. Therefore, the project would not conflict with or be
inconsistent with CEQA Guidelines section 15064.3, subdivision (b). Impacts would be less than
significant, and no mitigation is necessary.
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(c)

(d)

Substantially increase hazards due to a geometric design feature (e.g., sharp curves or
dangerous intersections) or incompatible uses (e.q., farm equipment)?

Less than Significant Impact. Underground interconnections with existing adjacent waterlines
may require minor improvements within the road and require new asphalt paving and road
surfacing; however, this would be implemented in accordance with the County’s Public
Improvement Standards and modern safety requirements. The project would not change roadway
design and does not include geometric design features that would create new hazards or an
incompatible use. Impacts would be less than significant, and no mitigation is necessary.

Result in inadequate emergency access?

Less than Significant Impact. The project may result in partial road closures during short-term
construction activities; however, individual access to properties neighboring the new facilities
will be maintained during all construction activities. Additionally, in the event of partial lane
closures, sufficient alternative routes exist near each facility and the project would not interfere or
result in inadequate emergency access. Impacts would be less than significant, and no mitigation
is necessary.

Conclusion

The proposed project would not result in significant adverse impacts related to Transportation, and no
mitigation is necessary.

Sources

County of San Luis Obispo (County). 2015. General Plan: Framework for Planning (Inland).

County of San Luis Obispo (County). 2016. 2015 South County Circulation Study and Traffic Impact Fee

Update.

County of San Luis Obispo (County). 2018. Department of Public Works & Transportation: 2019 Public

Improvement Standards.
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Less Than

Significant
Potentially with Less Than
Significant Mitigation Significant
Impact Incorporated Impact No Impact

XVIIl. TRIBAL CULTURAL
RESOURCES

Would the project cause a substantial
adverse change in the significance of a tribal
cultural resource, defined in Public
Resources Code section 21074 as either a
site, feature, place, cultural landscape that is
geographically defined in terms of the size
and scope of the landscape, sacred place, or
object with cultural value to a California
Native American tribe, and that is:

(a) Listed or eligible for listing in the ] ] H

California Register of Historical
Resources, or in a local register of
historical resources as defined in
Public Resources Code section
5020.1(k), or

(b) A resource determined by the lead D |:| D

agency, in its discretion and supported
by substantial evidence, to be
significant pursuant to criteria set forth
in subdivision (c) of Public Resources
Code Section 5024.1. In applying the
criteria set forth in subdivision (c) of
Public Resources Code Section

5024 .1, the lead agency shall consider
the significance of the resource to a
California Native American tribe.

Setting

The NCSD (the CEQA Lead Agency) provided notifications to Native American tribes affiliated with the
project area pursuant to Assembly Bill 52 (AB 52). Notification letters were sent on September 19, 2018
to the yak tit'u tit'u - Northern Chumash Tribe, the Northern Chumash Tribal Council, the Santa Ynez
Band of Chumash Indians, and the San Luis Obispo County Chumash Council. On September 20, 2018,
the NCSD received a request for consultation from Mona Tucker of the yak tit"u tit'u - Northern Chumash
Tribe and consultation was initiated on October 5, 2018. The Phase I Archaeological Survey prepared for
the project was provided to Ms. Tucker on January 14, 2019 and no further comments or requests for
consultation were received from the yak tit*u tit*u - Northern Chumash Tribe. On October 8, 2018, Fred
Collins of the Northern Chumash Tribal Council requested that the records search and archaeological
reports prepared for the project be submitted to the Northern Chumash Tribal Council. The Phase I
Archaeological Survey prepared for the project was provided to Mr. Collins on January 14, 2019 and the
NCSD also conducted a field visit to the GSWC project site location on Primavera Lane (the GSWC
Facility) with Fred Collins. No further comments or requests for consultation was received from the
Northern Chumash Tribal Council.

SWCA conducted a cultural resources study (SWCA 2018) of the project area including a records search
at the CCIC, a NAHC Sacred Lands File search, and a pedestrian survey conducted on December 5, 2018.
The cultural resources survey did not identify cultural resources within the project area. Additionally, no
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sites listed in or eligible for listing in the California Register of Historical Resources, or in a local register
of historical resources were identified in the project area.

Discussion

(a) Listed or eligible for listing in the California Register of Historical Resources, or in a local
register of historical resources as defined in Public Resources Code section 5020.1(k),
or

No Impact. The proposed project does not contain any known tribal cultural resources that have
been listed or are eligible for listing in the California Register of Historical Resources, or in a
local register of historical resources as defined in Public Resources Code section 5020.1(k).
Therefore, no impacts to historical resources would occur and no mitigation is necessary.

(b) A resource determined by the lead agency, in its discretion and supported by substantial
evidence, to be significant pursuant to criteria set forth in subdivision (c) of Public
Resources Code Section 5024.1. In applying the criteria set forth in subdivision (c) of
Public Resources Code Section 5024.1, the lead agency shall consider the significance
of the resource to a California Native American tribe.

Less than Significant with Mitigation. The cultural resources survey results as well as
consultation between the NCSD and the yak tit*u tit'u - Northern Chumash Tribe and the
Northern Chumash Tribal Council concluded that there are no known sensitive tribal cultural
resources in the project arca. However, while the three facilities associated with the project site
have low sensitivity based on their location and previous disturbance, discovery of unknown
subsurface resources during earthmoving activities is always a possibility. As discussed in
Section V, Cultural Resources, Mitigation Measures CUL-1 and CUL-2 have been proposed to
ensure impacts to any unknown resources that may be encountered during project development
would be avoided and/or minimized; therefore, potential project impacts would be less than
significant with mitigation.

Conclusion

Following a cultural resources survey and consultation between the NCSD and yak tit'u tit"u - Northern
Chumash Tribe and the Northern Chumash Tribal Council, no tribal cultural resources have been
identified within the proposed disturbance areas. While the potential to impact significant archacological
remains low, Mitigation Measures CUL-1 and CUL-2 have been included to reduce potentially
significant impacts to tribal cultural resources to less than significant.
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Less Than

Significant
Potentially with Less Than
Significant Mitigation Significant
Impact Incorporated Impact No Impact
XIX. UTILITIES AND SERVICE
SYSTEMS
Would the project:
(@) Require or result in the relocation or
construction of new or expanded D D D
water, wastewater treatment or storm
water drainage, electric power, natural
gas, or telecommunications facilities,
the construction or relocation of which
could cause significant environmental
effects?
(b)  Have sufficient water supplies D D D

available to serve the project and
reasonably foreseeable future
development during normal, dry, and
multiple dry years?

(c) Resultin a determination by the ] ] ]

wastewater treatment provider which
serves or may serve the project that it
has adequate capacity to serve the
project’s projected demand in addition
to the provider’s existing
commitments?

(d)  Generate solid waste in excess of D D D

State or local standards, or in excess
of the capacity of local infrastructure,
or otherwise impair the attainment of
solid waste reduction goals?

(e) Comply with federal, state, and local D D D

management and reduction statutes
and regulations related to solid waste?

Setting

The NCSD has a service area of approximately 7 square miles in southern San Luis Obispo County, and
relies on groundwater and imported water from the City of Santa Maria to serve its customers. GSWC and
WMWC are partner purveyors and provide water to customers in the Nipomo Mesa outside the NCSD
service areas. The GSWC Facility and the WMWC Facility would be located outside the NCSD service
area, while the GSWC-CR Facility would be located inside NCSD’s service area. All three facilities
would be constructed and maintained by the NCSD per the NSWP. Both GSWC interconnects would be
located in areas without a wastewater service provider (on-site septic systems are utilized) and the NCSD
WMWC site would be located in an area serviced by the WMWC. .

The exact location of existing utility components, infrastructure or systems in the project area, including
sewer, natural gas, electric power, and telecommunications has not yet been determined. Although it is
not anticipated, any existing utility component or facility that would be impacted by the project would be
relocated or replaced in-kind.
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Discussion

(a)

(b)

(c)

Require or result in the relocation or construction of new or expanded water, wastewater
treatment, or storm water drainage, electric power, natural gas, or telecommunications
facilities, the construction or relocation of which could cause significant environmental
effects?

Less than Significant Impact with Mitigation. The project proposes three new interconnection
facilities that would connect the NCSD with GSWC and WMWC as part of the NSWP to deliver
supplemental water to the Nipomo Mesa Management Area in accordance with the Stipulation
and Judgement entered in the Santa Maria Groundwater Litigation. As part of the Replenishment
Agreement and upon project completion, GSWC and WMWC would receive their maximum
allowable purveyor purchaser allocation of 8.33% and 16.66%, respectively, of the total 2,500
acre-feet a year delivered through the NSWP. At the time that the Stipulation and Replenishment
Agreement were entered into, a third water supplier, Rural Water Company, was required to
purchase an additional 8.33% of the water delivered through the NSWP. GSWC has since
purchased Rural Water Company and is now responsible for its 8.33% share. The project would
allow for the NCSD to connect with other existing facilities and would not directly or indirectly
increase population or promote the generation of additional wastewater or require water supply
beyond existing allocations. Storm flows and onsite drainage patterns would not be substantially
changed from existing conditions and would be required to comply with applicable post-
construction stormwater regulations. The WMWC Facility would require electrical service from
PG&E and include the extension of power lines from an existing PG&E power pole to a new
power pole along Camino Caballo and the underground installation of a 3-inch electrical conduit
from the new power pole to the WMWC Facility. Utility line improvements would be limited,
would not occur in sensitive areas, and would be completed in coordination with PG&E using
best management practices. Impacts resulting from the installation of utility lines and other
project components have been evaluated in this Initial Study and have been determined to result
in less than significant environmental effects with implementation of identified mitigation.
Therefore, potential impacts would be less than significant with mitigation identified in other
resource area sections and the project would not result in the construction of new facilities that
would cause significant environmental effects.

Have sufficient water supplies available to serve the project and reasonably foreseeable
future development during normal, dry, and multiple dry years?

Less than Significant Impact. The project involves the installation of new interconnection
facilities to allow for the NCSD to provide supplemental water to its partner purveyors, GSWC
and WMWC. Upon project completion, GSWC and WMWC would be able to receive the
maximum allowable water allocation per the Replenishment Agreement. The project would meet
the objective of the NSWP by providing supplemental water to the Nipomo Mesa and would not
create new or expand existing water supply entitlements. Short-term construction activities would
require minimal amounts of water (i.e., for concrete mixing, dust suppression, etc.), which would
be met through available existing supplies. Potential impacts would be less than significant, and
no mitigation is necessary.

Result in a determination by the wastewater treatment provider which serves or may
serve the project that it has adequate capacity to serve the project’s projected demand in
addition to the provider’s existing commitments?

No Impact. As discussed in the response to Question a, above, the proposed project would not
include wastewater facilities or create an increase in demand on existing facilities. The site would
not require the construction of habitable structures or new restroom facilities. A wastewater
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(d)

(e)

treatment provider would not be required to serve the project and the project would not affect the
existing commitments of any provider. No impacts would occur, and no mitigation is necessary.

Generate solid waste in excess of State or local standards, or in excess of the capacity
of local infrastructure, or otherwise impair the attainment of solid waste reduction goals?

Less than Significant Impact. Upon completion, operation and use of the project would not
generate any solid waste. Construction activities would result in the generation of solid waste
materials, including excavated soils, demolition debris, piping, pavement, and trash. The
proposed project will be served by the Cold Canyon Landfill, which has adequate permitted
capacity to serve the project. The Cold Canyon Landfill currently has a capacity of 1,650 tons per
day and an estimated remaining capacity of 14,500,000 cubic yards. Currently, the estimated
closure date for this landfill is December 31, 2040 (CalRecycle 2018). The project would not
generate solid waste in excess of State or local standards or in excess of the Cold Canyon
Landfill. The project would not otherwise impair the attainment of solid waste reduction goals.
Therefore, impacts would be less than significant, and no mitigation is necessary.

Comply with federal, state, and local management and reduction statutes and
regulations related to solid waste?

Less than Significant Impact. As discussed in the response to Question d, above, no waste
generation would occur after the project has been completed. Construction waste disposal would
comply with federal, state, and local management and reduction statutes and regulations related to
solid waste. Impacts would be less than significant, and no mitigation is necessary.

Conclusion

The proposed project would not result in a significant adverse impact related to Utilities and Service
Systems. Therefore, no mitigation is necessary.

Sources

CalRecycle. 2018. Facility/Site Summary Details: Cold Canyon Landfill, Inc. (40-AA-0004). Available

at: http://www.calrecycle.ca.gov/SWFacilities/Directory/40-A A-0004/Detail/. Accessed August
28, 2018.

Less Than
Significant
Potentially with Less Than
Significant Mitigation Significant
Impact Incorporated Impact No Impact
XX. WILDFIRE
If located in or near state responsibility areas
or lands classified as very high fire hazard
severity zones, would the project:
(@)  Substantially impair an adopted
emergency response plan or [ [ [
emergency evacuation plan?
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Less Than

Significant
Potentially with Less Than
Significant Mitigation Significant
Impact Incorporated Impact No Impact
(b)  Due to slope, prevailing winds, and
other factors, exacerbate wildfire risks, L] L] L
and thereby expose project occupants
to, pollutant concentrations from a
wildfire or the uncontrolled spread of a
wildfire?
(c) Require the installation or maintenance D D D

of associated infrastructure (such as
roads, fuel breaks, emergency water
sources, power lines or other utilities)
that may exacerbate fire risk or that
may result in temporary or ongoing
impacts to the environment?

(d)  Expose people or structures to D D D

significant risks, including downslope
or downstream flooding or landslides,
as a result of runoff, post-fire slope
instability, or drainage changes?

Setting

In central California, the fire season usually extends from roughly May through October, however, recent
events may indicate that wildfire behavior, frequency, and duration of the fire season are changing in
California. Fire Hazard Severity Zones (FHSZ) are defined by the California Department of Forestry and
Fire Protection (CALFIRE) based on the presence of fire-prone vegetation, climate, topography, assets at
risk (e.g., high population centers), and a fire protection agency’s ability to provide service to the area
(CAL FIRE 2007). FHSZs throughout the County have been designated as “Very High,” “High,” or
“Moderate.” According to the County’s General Plan Safety Element and Fire Hazard Severity Zones
overlay map, the project sites are within a high fire hazard severity zone with an emergency response
times between 0-10 minutes. The GSWC and WMWC Facilities are located in the Local Responsibility
Area (LRA) and the GSWC-CR Facility is located in the State Responsibility Area (SRA), as designated
by CALFIRE. The closest fire facility is San Luis Obispo County Fire, located approximately 2.5 miles
from the GSWC Facility, approximately 6 miles from the GSWC-CR Facility, and approximately 3 miles
from the WMWC Facility.

The County Emergency Operations Plan (EOP) addresses several overall policy and coordination
functions related to emergency management. The EOP includes the following components:

o Identifies the departments and agencies designated to perform response and recovery activities
and specifies tasks they must accomplish;

e OQutlines the integration of assistance that is available to local jurisdictions during disaster
situations that generate emergency response and recovery needs beyond what the local
jurisdiction can satisfy;

e Specifies the direction, control, and communications procedures and systems that will be relied
upon to alert, notify, recall, and dispatch emergency response personnel, alert the public, protect
residents and property, and request aid/support from other jurisdictions and/or the federal
government;
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e Identifies key continuity of government operations; and
e Describes the overall logistical support process for planned operations.

Topography influences wildland fire to such an extent that slope conditions can often become a critical
wildland fire factor. Conditions such as speed and direction of dominant wind patterns, the length and
steepness of slopes, direction of exposure, and/or overall ruggedness of terrain influence the potential
intensity and behavior of wildland fires and/or the rates at which they may spread (Barros et al. 2013).

The County of San Luis Obispo Safety Element establishes goals, policies, and programs to reduce the
threat to life, structures, and the environment caused by fire. Policy S-13 identifies that new development
should be carefully located, with special attention given to fuel management in higher fire risk areas, and
that new development in fire hazard areas should be configured to minimize the potential for added
danger. Implementation strategies for this policy include identifying high risk areas, the development and
implementation of mitigation efforts to reduce the threat of fire, requiring fire resistant material to be used
for building construction in fire hazard areas, and encouraging applicants applying for subdivisions in fire
hazard areas to cluster development to allow for a wildfire protection zone.

The California Fire Code provides minimum standards for many aspects of fire prevention and
suppression activities. These standards include provisions for emergency vehicle access, water supply,
fire protection systems, and the use of fire-resistant building materials.

The County has prepared an Emergency Operations Plan (EOP) to outline the emergency measures that
are essential for protecting the public health and safety. These measures include, but are not limited to,
public alert and notifications, emergency public information and protective actions. The EOP also
addresses policy and coordination related to emergency management.

Discussion

(a) Substantially impair an adopted emergency response plan or emergency evacuation
plan?

Less than Significant Impact. Implementation of the proposed project would not have a
permanent impact on any adopted emergency response plans or emergency evacuation plans.
Temporary construction activities and staging would occur within the County’s right-of-way and
on the Woodlands parcel, and temporary road closures and/or detours may be required during
construction. Access to nearby residential driveways would be maintained throughout the
duration of the project. There are adequate alternative routes available to accommodate any
rerouted trips through the project area for the short-term construction period. Therefore, the
project would not substantially impair an adopted emergency response plan or emergency
evacuation plan. Potential impacts would be less than significant, and no mitigation is necessary.

(b) Due to slope, prevailing winds, and other factors, exacerbate wildfire risks, and thereby
expose project occupants to, pollutant concentrations from a wildfire or the uncontrolled
spread of a wildfire?

No Impact. The project would develop three separate underground interconnection facilities in
areas that are generally flat and do not contain very substantial vegetation or mature trees except
for the WMWC Facility located on the Woodlands parcel, which includes a sparse eucalyptus
grove. The project does not propose the construction of habitable structures people and
maintenance of the facilities would be infrequent. Therefore, the project would not expose project
occupants to significant risk or pollutant concentrations from a wildfire. The interconnection
facilities do not propose any design elements and are not located in an area of steep slopes, strong
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(c)

(d)

prevailing winds, or other factors that would exacerbate risks of wildfire or the uncontrolled
spread of wildfire. Therefore, no impacts would occur, and no mitigation is necessary.

Require the installation or maintenance of associated infrastructure (such as roads, fuel
breaks, emergency water sources, power lines or other utilities) that may exacerbate fire
risk or that may result in temporary or ongoing impacts to the environment?

Less than Significant Impact. The potential temporary and ongoing impacts to the environment
resulting from the installation of proposed infrastructure, including new electrical service from
PG&E to the WMWC Facility, have been evaluated in this Initial Study and have been
determined to result in less than significant environmental effects with implementation of
mitigation identified in other resource area sections regarding the construction of wildfire-
associated infrastructure that would cause significant environmental effects.

The proposed extension of power lines from an existing PG&E power pole to a new power pole
along Camino Caballo and the underground installation of a 3-inch electrical conduit from the
new power pole to the WMWC Facility could result in a marginal increase in wildfire risks, as
electrical transmission facilities are a known ignition source of wildfires. The WMWC Facility
would also require the construction of a new 12-foot wide all-weather access drive via Camino
Caballo, thereby improving access, and the removal of existing vegetation including eucalyptus
trees, reducing wildfire fuel. All project-related improvements including development of the
access road would be constructed and operated consistent with applicable engineering and
building code standards. Utility line installation would be conducted in compliance with PG&E
standard practices, including Best Management Practices. Associated infrastructure
improvements at the WMWC Facility would be minimal and would be managed for wildfire
safety as a part of PG&E’s existing maintenance activities. Therefore, associated infrastructure
improvement would not significantly exacerbate wildfire risk or result in temporary or ongoing
impacts to the environment. In the event of a power outage, backup power would be supplied by
small portable gasoline generators (2 to 3 kilowatt) or solar panels with battery backup. Potential
impacts would be less than significant, and no mitigation is necessary.

Expose people or structures to significant risks, including downslope or downstream
flooding or landslides, as a result of runoff, post-fire slope instability, or drainage
changes?

No Impact. The project would develop three separate underground interconnection facilities in
areas that are generally flat and would not be located near slopes or areas subject to downstream
flooding or landslides. Therefore, the project does not include any design elements that would
expose people or structures to significant risks, including downslope or downstream flooding or
landslides, as a result of runoff, post-fire slope instability, or drainage changes. Potential impacts
would be less than significant, and no mitigation is necessary.

Conclusion

The proposed project would not result in a significant adverse impact related to Wildfire. Therefore, no
mitigation is necessary.

Sources

Barros, Ana M.G., Jose M.C. Pereira, Max A. Moritz, and Scott L. Stephens. 2013. Spatial

Characterization of Wildfire Orientation Patterns in California. Forests 2013, 4; Pp 197-217.”
2013.
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CAL FIRE. 2007. “Draft Fire Hazard Severity Zones in Local Responsibility Areas.”
http://frap.fire.ca.gov/webdata/maps/san_luis obispo/fhszl06 1 map.40.pdf.

XXI. MANDATORY FINDINGS
OF SIGNIFICANCE

(@) Does the project have the potential to
substantially degrade the quality of the
environment, substantially reduce the
habitat of a fish or wildlife species,
cause a fish or wildlife population to
drop below self-sustaining levels,
threaten to eliminate a plant or animal
community, substantially reduce the
number or restrict the range of a rare
or endangered plant or animal or
eliminate important examples of the
major periods of California history or
prehistory?

(b)  Does the project have impacts that are
individually limited, but cumulatively
considerable? (“Cumulatively
considerable” means that the
incremental effects of a project are
considerable when viewed in
connection with the effects of past
projects, the effects of other current
projects, and the effects of probable
future projects)?

(c) Does the project have environmental
effects which will cause substantial
adverse effects on human beings,
either directly or indirectly?

Discussion

(a) Does the project have the potential to substantially degrade the quality of the

Potentially
Significant
Impact

]

[l

Less Than
Significant
with Less Than
Mitigation Significant
Incorporated Impact
[
[]
[]

No Impact

environment, substantially reduce the habitat of a fish or wildlife species, cause a fish or
wildlife population to drop below self-sustaining levels, threaten to eliminate a plant or
animal community, substantially reduce the number or restrict the range of a rare or
endangered plant or animal or eliminate important examples of the major periods of

California history or prehistory?

Less than Significant Impact with Mitigation. As discussed in the preceding sections, the
project has the potential to degrade the quality of the environment, including short-term
construction related impacts on air quality and noise and effects on sensitive animal species and
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(b)

(c)

nesting birds. Mitigation measures have been identified to reduce potential impacts to a less-than-
significant level, including but not limited to, avoidance of sensitive animal species, standard dust
and DPM reduction measures, and standard construction noise reducing measures.
Implementation of identified mitigation would reduce potential impacts to sensitive species,
noise, and historic and prehistoric resources to less than significant.

Does the project have impacts that are individually limited, but cumulatively
considerable? (“Cumulatively considerable” means that the incremental effects of a
project are considerable when viewed in connection with the effects of past projects, the
effects of other current projects, and the effects of probable future projects)?

Less than Significant Impact with Mitigation. When project impacts are considered along with,
or in combination with other impacts, the project-related impacts may be significant. Construction
and operation of the project would contribute to cumulative levels of air pollutant emissions,
increases in ambient noise levels, and potential impacts to special status animal species.
Mitigation measures have been incorporated into the project to reduce project-related impacts to a
less than significant and less than cumulatively considerable level. Based on implementation of
identified project-specific mitigation measures, the cumulative effects of the proposed project
would not be cumulatively considerable and would be less than significant.

Does the project have environmental effects which will cause substantial adverse effects
on human beings, either directly or indirectly?

Less than Significant Impact with Mitigation. Implementation of the project would result in
the short-term generation of air pollutants and increase ambient noise levels to levels that may
exceed established acceptable thresholds at proximate sensitive receptors (residences). Mitigation
measures have been developed that would reduce these project-specific impacts to a less than
significant level; therefore, the project would not result in substantial, adverse environmental
effects to human beings, either directly or indirectly.

Conclusion

Based on implementation of mitigation measures identified in each of the sections above, all potential
impacts associated with the construction and operation of the proposed project would be mitigated to less
than significant levels.
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ATTACHMENTS

Attachment 1 — Project Design Plans
Attachment 2 — Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program
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Attachment 2 - Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program



ATTACHMENT 2. MITIGATION MONITORING AND
REPORTING PROGRAM

The mitigation monitoring and reporting program (MMRP) table below is structured to enable quick
reference to mitigation measures and the associated monitoring program based on the environmental
resource. The numbering of mitigation measures correlates with numbering of measures found in the
NCSD Interconnection Project Initial Study and Mitigated Negative Declaration.

The Nipomo Community Services District (NCSD) is the Lead Agency responsible for the adoption of
the MMRP. As the project applicant, the NCSD is also responsible for implementation of the MMRP, in
coordination with other government agencies. According to State CEQA Guidelines Section 15097(a), a
public agency may delegate reporting or monitoring responsibilities to another public agency or to a
private entity that accepts the delegation. However, until mitigation measures have been completed, the
Lead Agency remains responsible for ensuring that the implementation of the measure occurs in
accordance with the program.

Nipomo Community Services District Interconnection Project Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program
Date: October 2019 1



Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program

Table 6-1. Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program

Mitigation Requirements of Measure Compliance Method Verification Timing Responsible
Measure Party
Air Quality
AIR-1 Upon application for encroachment permits, all required PM10 measures shall be Implement dust Prior to finalization of NCSD

shown on applicable grading or construction plans and made applicable during
grading and construction activities as described below.

a. Reduce the amount of the disturbed area where possible;

b.  Use of water trucks or sprinkler systems in sufficient quantities to prevent
airborne dust from leaving the site and from exceeding the San Luis Obispo
County Air Pollution Control District’s limit of 20% opacity for greater than 3
minutes in any 60-minute period shall be implemented. Increased watering
frequency shall be required whenever wind speeds exceed 15 miles per
hour. Reclaimed (non-potable) water shall be used whenever possible;

c.  All dirt stockpile areas shall be sprayed daily or covered with tarps or other
dust barriers, as needed;

d. Permanent dust control measures identified in the approved project
revegetation plans shall be implemented as soon as possible following
completion of any soil-disturbing activities;

e. Exposed ground areas that are planned to be reworked at dates greater
than 1 month after initial grading shall be sown with a fast germinating, non-
invasive grass seed and watered until vegetation is established;

f.  All disturbed soil areas not subject to revegetation shall be stabilized using
approved chemical soil binders, jute netting, or other methods approved in
advance by the San Luis Obispo County Air Pollution Control District;

g. All roadways, driveways, sidewalks, etc. to be paved shall be completed as
soon as possible. In addition, building pads should be laid as soon as
possible after grading unless seeding or soil binders are used;

h.  Vehicle speed for all construction vehicles shall not exceed 15 miles per
hour on any unpaved surface at the construction site;

i.  Alltrucks hauling dirt, sand, soil, or other loose materials shall be covered
or shall maintain at least 2 feet of freeboard (minimum vertical distance
between top of load and top of trailer) in accordance with California Vehicle
Code Section 23114;

j-  To the extent feasible, installation of wheel washers or other devices to
control tracking of mud and dirt onto adjacent roadways where vehicles
enter and exit unpaved roads onto streets shall be implemented, or trucks
and equipment shall be washed prior to leaving the site;

k.  Streets shall be swept at the end of each day if visible soil material is
carried onto adjacent paved roads. Water sweepers with reclaimed water
shall be used where feasible. Roads shall be pre-wetted prior to sweeping

control measures,
verify onsite through
regular site
inspections
throughout
construction

design plans and
throughout
construction




Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program

Mitigation
Measure

Requirements of Measure

Compliance Method

Verification Timing

Responsible
Party

when feasible;

I. The contractor or builder shall designate a person or persons to monitor the
fugitive dust emissions and enhance the implementation of the measures
as necessary to minimize dust complaints, reduce visible emissions below
the San Luis Obispo County Air Pollution Control District’s limit of 20%
opacity for greater than 3 minutes in any 60-minute period, and to prevent
transport of dust off-site. Their duties shall include holidays and weekend
periods when work may not be in progress. The name and telephone
number of such persons shall be provided to the San Luis Obispo County
Air Pollution Control District Engineering & Compliance Division prior to the
start of any grading, earthwork, or demolition.

AIR-2

Prior to issuance of encroachment permits, the following measures shall be
incorporated into the construction phase of the project and shown on all applicable
plans:

Construction Equipment

a. Maintain all construction equipment in proper tune according to
manufacturer’s specifications;

b.  Fuel all off-road and portable diesel-powered equipment with California Air
Resources Board-certified motor vehicle diesel fuel (non-taxed version
suitable for use off-road);

c. Use diesel construction equipment meeting the California Air Resources
Board’s Tier 2 certified engines or cleaner off-road heavy-duty diesel
engines, and comply with the State Off-Road Regulation;

d. Use on-road heavy-duty trucks that meet the California Air Resources
Board’s 2007 or cleaner certification standard for on-road heavy-duty diesel
engines, and comply with the State On-Road Regulation;

e. Construction or trucking companies with fleets that that do not have
engines in their fleet that meet the engine standards identified in the above
two measures (e.g., captive or oxides of nitrogen exempt area fleets) may
be eligible by proving alternative compliance;

f.  All on- and off-road diesel equipment shall not idle for more than 5 minutes.
Signs shall be posted in the designated queuing areas and or job sites to
remind drivers and operators of the 5-minute idling limit;

g. Diesel idling shall be avoided to the greatest extent feasible throughout the
duration of construction activities. No idling in excess of 5 minutes shall be
permitted as described above;

h.  Staging and queuing areas shall not be located within 1,000 feet of
sensitive receptors whenever possible;

i.  Electrify equipment when feasible;

j. Substitute gasoline-powered in place of diesel-powered equipment, where
feasible; and,

k.  Use alternatively fueled construction equipment on-site where feasible,

Implement diesel
idling restriction
measures and identify
truck routes; verify
onsite through regular
site inspections
throughout
construction

Prior to approval of
improvement plans
and throughout
construction

NCSD




Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program

Mitigation
Measure

Requirements of Measure

Compliance Method

Verification Timing

Responsible
Party

such as compressed natural gas (CNG), liquefied natural gas (LNG),
propane, or biodiesel.

Biological Resources

BIO-1

Within 30 days prior to and during disturbance to roadside vegetation, a qualified
biologist shall conduct surveys for silvery legless lizards in the anticipated disturbance
area for each of the proposed facilities. The biologist shall utilize hand search or cover
board methods in areas of disturbance where legless lizards are expected to be found
(e.g., under shrubs, other vegetation, or debris). If cover board methods are used,
they shall commence at least 30 days prior to the start of construction. Hand search
surveys should be completed immediately prior to and during disturbances to the
vegetated areas. During vegetation disturbing activities, the qualified biologist shall
walk behind the equipment to capture silvery legless lizards that are unearthed by the
equipment. The biologist shall capture and relocate any legless lizards or other
reptiles observed during the survey effort. The captured individuals shall be relocated
from the construction area and placed in suitable habitat on the site but outside of the
work area.

Retain qualified
biologist, copies of
preconstruction
survey and site
disturbance
monitoring results
shall be provided to
the NCSD

Within 30 days prior to
onset of ground
disturbance activities,
during construction

NCSD

BIO-2

Tree removal and site disturbance for the WMWC Facility shall be avoided during the
monarch butterflies’ fall and winter migration (late October through February) to the
greatest extent feasible. If tree or vegetation removal or site disturbance is necessary
during the monarch butterflies’ fall and winter migration, a qualified biologist shall
conduct a preconstruction survey for monarch butterflies that could utilize trees on the
site for overwintering. If monarch butterflies are detected, development will be
postponed until after the overwintering period or until a qualified biologist determines
monarch butterflies are no longer utilizing the trees on site for overwintering.

Retain qualified
biologist, copies of
preconstruction
survey results shall
be provided to the
NCSD if conducted

Prior to any tree
removal or site
disturbance at the
WMWTC Facility, during
construction

NCSD

BIO-3

Prior to tree removal or any site preparation, ground-disturbance, and related
construction activities for the WMWC Facility, a qualified biologist shall conduct a
nesting bird survey and verify that migratory birds are not nesting in the site. If nesting
activity is detected, the following measures shall be implemented:

a. The project shall be modified via the use of protective buffers, delaying
construction activities, or other methods designated by the qualified
biologist to avoid direct take of identified nests, eggs, and/or young
protected under the MBTA and/or California Fish and Game Code;

b.  The qualified biologist shall document all active nests and submit a letter
report to NCSD documenting project compliance with the MBTA, California
Fish and Game Code, and applicable project mitigation measures.

Retain qualified
biologist, a letter
report documenting
preconstruction
survey results and
compliance with the
MBTA, CA Fish and
Game Code, and
applicable mitigation
measures shall be
provided to the NCSD

Prior to tree removal or
any site preparation or
ground disturbance
activities at the WMWC
Facility

NCSD




Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program

I\:\I’lltlgatlon Requirements of Measure Compliance Method Verification Timing Responsible
easure Party
Cultural Resources
CuLA1 In the event that archaeological resources are encountered during the project, all If resources are Throughout NCSD
ground disturbing activities in the vicinity of the find shall cease, and the NCSD shall encountered, retain construction
be notified so that the extent and location of discovered materials may be assessed qualified
for significance and recorded by a qualified archaeologist. archaeologist, a
After the archaeological assessment is completed, the archaeologist shall submit a report describing
report describing the significance of the discovery with resource management significance and
recommendations to the NCSD. If the finding is determined to be an historical or documenting
unique archaeological resource, the NCSD must provide adequate time and funding compliance with
to allow for sufficient implementation of appropriate mitigation. Should significant Public Resources
archaeological resources be found, the resources shall be treated in compliance with Code Section
Public Resources Code Section 21083.2. If the project can be modified to 21083.2 shall be
accommodate avoidance, preservation of the site is the preferred alternative. Data provided to the NCSD
recovery of the damaged portion of the site also shall be performed pursuant to Public
Resources Code Section 21083.2(d).
CUI-2 If human remains are found, the County’s Coroner and Sheriff Department shall be If human remains are Throughout NCSD
notified immediately and the NCSD shall comply with State Health and Safety Code found, NCSD shall construction
Section 7050.5, which states that no further disturbance shall occur until the County coordinate directly
Coroner has been notified and can make the necessary findings as to origin and with the County
disposition of the remains pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 5097.98. Coroner’s office and
document compliance
with State Health and
Safety Code Section
7050.5
Geology and Soils
GEO-1 If paleontological resources are encountered during ground-disturbing activities, If paleontological Throughout NCSD
activities in the immediate area of the find shall be halted and a qualified resources are construction
paleontologist shall be retained to evaluate the discovery and recommend appropriate encountered, retain
treatment options pursuant to guidelines developed by the Society of Vertebrate qualified
Paleontology. paleontologist and
document compliance
with the guidelines
developed by the
Society of Vertebrate
Paleontology
Noise
NOISE-1 Construction activities shall be limited to the daytime hours of 7:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. Document Prior to finalization of NCSD

Monday through Friday, and 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. on Saturday or Sunday.

construction hour
limits on finalized
design plans, verify

design plans,
throughout




Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program

Mitigation Requirements of Measure Compliance Method Verification Timing Responsible
Measure Party
onsite through regular construction
site inspections
throughout
construction
NOISE-2 Internal combustion engines shall be equipped with the muffler recommended by the Implement noise Prior to initiation of NCSD

manufacturer. Internal combustion engines shall not be operated on the job site
without the appropriate muffler.

control measures,
verify onsite through
regular site
inspections
throughout
construction

construction equipment
activities, throughout
construction
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