
NOTICE OF EXEMPTION 

TO: Office of Planning and Research 
1400 - 10th Street, Room 212 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

FROM: California Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation (CDCR) 
Office of Facility Planning, Construction and Management 
9838 Old Placerville Road, Suite B, Sacramento, CA 95827 

PROJECT TITLE: San Quentin State Prison Water Tank Roof Replacement 

PROJECT LOCATION(S): Main Street, San Quentin, CA 94964 Marin County 

Description of Nature, Purpose, and Beneficiaries of the Project: 
CDCR will replace the roof of San Quentin State Prisons' above ground, poured in place concrete water tank . The roof 
consists of wooden joists/rafters, overlaid with redwood sheathing, overlaid with 3/4" marine grade plywood , densdeck, and a 
PVC membrane. The redwood sheathing has severely deteriorated, rotting in place and pieces continually fall into the potable 
water; creating a public health hazard . The marine grade plywood has deteriorated to the extent that it is no longer safe to 
walk on the roof. Additionally, the tie-downs between roof rafters and the supporting structural beams are missing which make 
the tank vulnerable during an earthquake. The institution is at risk of not having sufficient supply of drinking water and 
sufficient capacity of firefighting should fire occur after an earthquake, as the water tank holds water for both purposes. The 
proposed roof design raises the roof of the water tank by 2' to 7' to satisfy the current California Building Code requirements 
on sloshing for regions with moderate to high seismicity . This project will contribute to unimpeded operations at the facility . 

Name Of Public Agency Approving Project: California Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation 

Name Of Person Or Agency 
Carrying Out Project: 

California Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation, Office of Facility Planning , 
Construction and Management, 9838 Old Placerville Road, Sacramento, CA 95827 

EXEMPT STATUS: 

Ministerial (Sec. 21080(b)(1 ); 15268) 

Declared Emergency (Sec. 21080(b)(3); 15269(a)) 

Emergency Project (Sec. 21080(b)(4); 15269(b)(c)) 

X Categorical Exemption Class 1, CEQA Guidelines Section 15301 (Existing Facilities) 

Reason Why Project Is Exempt: The projects consist of minor alteration to existing facilities that involve no expansion of 
use. The project site is not in an environmentally sensitive area and none of the exceptions to this exemption are applicable. 
This is one of a class of projects that the Secretary for Resources has found do not have a significant effect on the 
environment, and therefore is declared to be categorically exempt from the requirement for preparing an environmental 
document. None of the exceptions to a notice of exemption apply. 

Contact Person: 
Peter J Connelly Jr, Senior Environmental Planner, 916-255-3010 
Office of Facility Planning, Construction and Management, 
California Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation 
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