
Notice of Exemption 
Appendix E 

To: • Office of Planning and Research 
1400 Tenth Street, Room 121 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

■ San Diego County Recorder/County Clerk 
1600 Pacific Highway, Suite 260 
San Diego, CA 92101-2480 

CEQA Guidelines 

From: (Public Agency) 
San Diego Unified Port District 
Planning & Green Port 
3165 Pacific Highway 
San Diego, CA 92101 

Project Title: Agreement with the San Diego Natural History Museum for Monitoring, Management, 
and Predator Control Services for the Endangered California Least Tern and Threatened Western 
Snowy Plover Nesting Site 
Project Location - Specific: D Street Fill Site (south of Sweetwater Channel) 
Project location - City: Chula Vista 
Project Location - County: San Diego 

Description of Nature, Purpose, and Beneficiaries of Project: 
The proposed project is an agreement between the San Diego Unified Port District (District) and 
the San Diego Natural History Museum for monitoring, management, and predator control 
services for the endangered California Least Tern and threatened Western Snowy Plover. 
Services would occur at an approximately 42-acre site at the D Street Fill site (south of the 
Sweetwater Chanel), in the City of Chula Vista; activities may occur on various parcels in Chula 
Vista and National City due to the migratory nature of predator control. The site is jointly 
managed by the District, on District tidelands, and by the US Fish and Wildlife Service 
(USFWS), as part of the Sweetwater Marsh National Wildlife Refuge. 

Routine monitoring and management tasks include: obtain all required state and federal permits 
to conduct least tern monitoring, banding, and compliance reporting; coordinate closely with the 
District and USFWS on minor maintenance of fencing and signage replacement to protect the 
nesting site; prepare D Street Fill for nesting (prune of vegetation that could be used as a 
predator perch, scrape the site free of vegetation, coordinate with predator control services, and 
complete the placement of ceramic tiles at grid intersections of 30-meter squares to assist in 
nest mapping); monitor the least tern nesting colony at least two times per week, at a minimum, 
during the nesting season and conduct snowy plover monitoring at low tide (monitoring includes 
nest location, abundance, and fledging productivity estimates for least terns and snowy plovers); 
band chicks with appropriate bands using standard banding pliers and report on the bands 
used; measure and record chick wing chords and record weight; report status of least tern and 
snowy plover nesting; conduct photo documentation of monitoring activities; coordinate end of 
season GPS mapping of nests and sensitive vegetation; provide estimate of fledging success; 
coordinate with and attend California Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) and USFWS meetings regarding 
least tern and snowy plover nesting season and complete required reporting; provide 
management recommendations to ensure the future nesting success of least terns and snowy 
plovers; and work cooperatively and actively to identify and minimize or eliminate threats to 
endangered and threatened species, in consultation with the District and USFWS. 

Predator control tasks include: perform daily predator control services; obtain all required state 
and federal permits to use trapping devices and/or remove mammal and avian predators in 
accordance with all applicable laws and regulations; develop a predator control program to 
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manage any potential mammalian or avian predators at the least tern nesting colonies at the 
site during the nesting season; trap or otherwise remove predators by any appropriate legal 
means until it has been determined that the least terns have abandoned or otherwise departed 
from the nesting sites on District property; set and monitor equipment as necessary to provide 
effective predator control for least terns and snowy plovers; remove all trapped animals from 
least tern nesting sites and disposed of in a legal manner; and prepare a final report with the 
results of the predator control program. 

The proposed project would further the goals, objectives, and policy recommendations of the 
District's Integrated Natural Resources Management Plan (INRMP), which guides planning, 
management, conservation, restoration, and enhancement of the Bay's natural resources. The 
following categorical determinations are based on the draft agreement, scope of services, and 
all project information know to the District as of the date of this determination. 

Name of Public Agency Approving Project: San Diego Unified Pott District (SDUPD) 

Name of Person or Agency Carrying Out Project: Heather Kramp, Environmental 
Conservation, San Diego Unified Port District, 3165 Pacific Highway, San Diego, CA 92101, (619) 
686-8198 

Exempt Status: o Ministerial (Sec. 21080(b)(1); 15268); 
o Declared Emergency (Sec. 21080(b)(3); 15269(a)); 
□ Emergency Project (Sec. 21080(b)(4); 15269(b)(c)); 
■ Categorical Exemption 
o Statutory Exemption 

Signature: o/n~ IJ..,_,,b.,vu Date: // · UJ · /'j Title: Senior Planner 

■ Signed by Lead Agency 
o Signed by Applicant 

Date received for filing at QPR/Clerk: 
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.. 
State of California • Department of Fish and Wildlife 

2019 ENVIRONMENTAL FILING FEE CASH RECEIPT 
DFW 753.Sa (Rev. 2/7/19) Previously DFG 753.Sa 

SEE INSTRUCTIONS ON REVERSE. lYPE OR PRINT CLEARLY. 
LEAD AGENCY LEAD AGENCY EMAIL 

SAN DIEGO UNIFIED PORT DISTRICT PLANNING & GREEN PORT 

COUNTY/STATE AGENCY OF FILING 

San Diego County 

RECEIPT NUMBER: 

37-2019- 0921 
STATE CLEARINGHOUSE NUMBER (If applicable) 

DATE 

11/06/2019 
DOCUMENT NUMBER 

2019 - 0921 

PROJECT TITLE AGREEMENT WITH THE SAN DIEGO NATURAL HISTORY MUSEUM FOR MONITORING, MANAGEMENT, AND PREDATOR 

CONTROL SERVICES FOR THE ENDAGEREO CALIFORNIA LEAST TERN AND THREATENED WESTERN SNOWY PLOVER NESTING SITE 

PROJECT APPLICANT NAME 

HEATHER KRAMP 
PROJECT APPLICANT ADDRESS 

3165 PACIFIC HIGHWAY 
PROJECT APPLICANT (Check appropriate box} 

18] Local Public Agency D School District 

CHECK APPLICABLE FEES: 

0 Environmental impact Report (EIR) 

0 Mitigated/Negative Declaration (MNO)(NO) 

0 Certified Regulatory Program document (CRP) 

0 Exempt from fee 

121 Notice of Exemption (attach) 

0 COFW No Effect Determination (attach) 

PROJECT APPLICANT EMAIL 

CITY 

SAN DIEGO 
!STATE 

CA 

PHONE NUMBER 

619.686.8198 
ZIP CODE 

92101 

D Other Special District D State Agency D Private Entity 

$3,271.00 

$2,354.75 

$1,112.00 

$ __________ _ 

$ ----------s __________ _ 

0 Fee previously paid (attach previously issued cash receipt copy) 

D Water Right Application or Petition Fee (State Water Resources Control Board only) 

121 County documentary handling fee 

$850.00 $ 

$ 

$ D Other 

PAYMENT METHOD: 

0 Cash 0 Credil 0 Check D Other TOTAL RECEIVED $ 

SIGNATURE AGENCY OF FILING PRINTED NAME ANO TITLE 

X San Diego County KBAO 

$50.00 

$50.00 

• Deputy 

I 
I 
I 

ORIGINAL · PROJECT APPUCANT COPY - CDFW/ASB COPY· LEAD AGENCY 

111111111111 lllll lllll 111111111111111 11111111 
CGP'I' • COUNTY CLERK DFW 753.5a {Rev 20190207) 



Ernest J. Dronenburg, Jr. 
Assessor/Recorder/County Clerk 
1600 Pacific Highway Suite 260 
P. 0. Box 121750, San Diego, CA92112-1750 
Tel. (619) 237-0502 Fax (619) 557-4155 

www.sdarcc.com 

Payment 

VITALCHEK PAYMENT 

Total Payments 

Miscellaneous Items 

FISH & WILDLIFE FEES 

San Diego County 

Transaction#: 
Receipt#: 

4130344 
2019533698 

Cashier Date: 11/06/2019 
Cashier Location: SD 

Fees: Fish & Wildlife County Administrative Fee 

Total Fees Due: 

FISH & WILDLIFE FEES 

Fees: Fish & Wildlife County Administrative Fee 

Total Fees 'Due: 

Grand Total-All Documents: 

I 111111111111111111111111111111111111 Ill llll 

Print Date: 11/06/2019 9:31 am 

Payment Summary 

Total Fees 
Total Payments 
Balance: 

$100.00 
$100.00 

$0.00 

$100.00 

$100.00 

$50.00 

$50.00 

$50.00 

$50.00 

$100.00 
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