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If applicable, describe any of the project’s areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by
agencies and the public.

Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.


	Print Form Button: 
	Text Field: 2019110140
	Project Title: Wister Solar Energy Center Facility
	Lead Agency: Imperial County Planning & Development Services Department
	Contact Name: Patricia Valenzuela
	Email: PatriciaValenzuela@co.imperial.ca.us
	Phone Number: 442-265-1749
	Project Location:                                                                                                                   Imperial
	Project Description: The proposed Wister Solar Energy Facility Project involves the construction and operation of a 20 Megawatt (MW) photovoltaic (PV) solar energy facility on approximately 100 acres within APN No. 003-240-001(privately-owned land) north of Niland. The proposed solar energy project would be comprised of solar PV panels on single-axis horizontal trackers, an on-site substation and inverters, transformers, and underground electrical cables.  The power produced by the proposed project would be conveyed to the local power grid via an on-site 92-kV substation, which will be tied directly to the Imperial Irrigation District’s 92-kV transmission line. A gen-tie line would connect the Wister substation to the POI at the existing IID 92-kV “K” line.  A proposed fiberoptic line from the proposed Wister Substation would be connected with the existing Niland Substation approximately two miles to the south, which would then be added to connect the proposed Wister Substation to the region’s telecommunications system. 
	Project's Effects: With implementation of Mitigation Measures BIO-1 through BIO-11, potentially significant impacts on biological resources (special-status species and potential jurisdictional waters) would be reduced to a less than significant level. 

With implementation of Mitigation Measures CR-1 through CR-3, potentially significant impacts on unknown historic or unique archaeological materials and human remains during construction of the project site would be reduced to a less than significant level.  

With implementation of Mitigation Measure GEO-1, potentially significant impacts related to ground shaking and soil erosion would be reduced to a less than significant level. Mitigation Measure GEO-2 would ensure that the potential impacts on paleontological resources do not rise to the level of significance pursuant to CEQA.

With the implementation of Mitigation Measure HYD-1, impacts on surface water quality as attributable to the project would be reduced to a less than significant level. With the implementation of Mitigation Measure HYD 2, potential water quality impacts resulting from post construction discharges during operation for the project would be reduced to a less than significant level. 
	Areas of Controversy: A primary issue associated with this solar farm project, and other solar facility projects that are proposed in the County, is the corresponding land use compatibility and fiscal/economic impacts to the County. Other areas of concern and issues to be resolved include groundwater supply; relocation, modification, or reconstruction of IID facilities; and access. 
	List of Agencies: • California Regional Water Quality Control Board 
• California Department of Fish and Wildlife 
• U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
• U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
• Imperial County Air Pollution Control District 
• Imperial County Public Works Department
• Imperial County Fire Department
• Imperial Irrigation District





