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Notice of Exemption 

To: 

Office of Planning and Research 
P.O. Box 3044, Room 113 
Sacramento, CA 95812-3044 

County Clerk 
County of San Diego 
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San Diego, CA 92101 

Attachment 4 

From: 

San Diego Association ofGovernments (SANDAG) 
401 B Street, Suite 800 
San Diego, CA 92101 

~011rn@ 
Ernest J Dronenburg, Jr. Recorder County Clerk 

OCT 2 5 2019 

Project Title: San Diego Forward: The 2019 Federal Regional Transportation Plan 

Project Location: San Diego County 

BY 
J. Samuela 

DEPUTY 

Description of Specific Location, Nature, Purpose, and Beneficiaries of Project: 

On February 22, 2019, the SANDAG Board of Directors approved an action plan to develop a bold new 
vision for the 2021 Regional Plan, with the goal of transforming the way people and goods move throughout 
the San Diego region. While work progresses to develop a 2021 Regional Plan that will combine all state 
and federal law requirements into one document, SANDAG has concurrently been developing San Diego 
Forward: The 2019 Federal Regional Transportation Plan (2019 Federal RTP) to comply with federal 
requirements, including air quality conformity, to meet a December 2019 deadline based in federal law. 

The 2019 Federal RTP carries forward the projects, programs, and policies included in the 2015 Regional 
Plan, while development of the 2021 Regional Plan continues. The 2019 Federal RTP uses the latest 
modeling tools and Regional Growth Forecast as well as updated costs and revenue assumptions and meets 
all federal RTP requirements. The 2019 Federal RTP also includes the Air Quality Conformity 
Determination demonstrating the 2019 Federal RTP's conformity with the State Implementation Plans for 
air quality, in accordance with the Transportation Conformity Requirements in 40 C.F.R. 51 and 93, as 
required by the 1990 Clean Air Act Amendments. 

Name of Public Agency Approving and Carrying out Project: San Diego Association of Governments 

Exempt Status: 

~ Statutory Exemption. State statute: Government Code Section 65080(d)(2)(e) as amended by 
Assembly Bill 1730 (AB 1730) 

Reasons why project is exempt: 

AB 1730 (Gonzalez), which was signed into law on October 8, 2019, amends California Government Code 
Section 65080(d) to state that SANDAG's update to the 2015 regional transp01tation plan, "submitted to 
federal agencies for purposes of compliance with federal laws ~pplicable to regional transportation plans 
and air quality conformity .. . shall not constitute a project for purposes of the California Environmental 
Quality Act." By adding this language in California Government Code Section 65080(d)(2)(e), the 
California Legislature codified its intent that the 2019 Federal RTP be statutorily exempt from the 
California Environmental Quality Act 
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