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ABSTRACT 

LSA Associates, Inc. (LSA) completed a cultural resources assessment of the Lancaster 40 
Residential Project Area (project), a 40-acre project located in the Quartz Hill area of Los Angeles 
County (County), California. The assessment included a record search of the 40-acre project, a field 
survey of the northern half of the project area, and the updating of two previously recorded historic 
sites, one located in the central part of the project area and one located along the western side of the 
south half of the project area. 
 
The project area encompasses 40 acres of currently open land located southeast of the intersection of 
West Avenue K and 55th Street West. The record search, conducted January 29, 2015, at the South 
Central Coastal Information Center, indicates that the project area was previously surveyed in its 
entirety and two cultural resources were recorded: historic trash scatter P-30-003693, and an 
unnumbered historic farmstead. The record search also shows that seven surveys have occurred 
within 0.25 mile of the project area, including adjacent parcels on the north and west. These previous 
surveys identified five cultural resources, four historic and one prehistoric, within 0.25 mile of the 
project area.  
 
Historic trash scatter P-30-003693 was recorded as having rusted cans and broken glass in an area 
measuring 15 x 15 feet (ft) and dating as old as pre-1950. Little remains of this site. The historic 
farmstead measures 215 x 530 ft and contains 14 features in three main areas located along the longer 
east-west axis. The easternmost and primary area consists of the house, outbuildings, well pump, and 
water tank foundations, a capped well, and a refuse pit, and measures approximately 215 x 110 ft with 
its greater length in the north-south direction. The central portion of the site is the earthen reservoir or 
irrigation pond that measures approximately 130 x 140 ft. The western portion of the site is a series of 
nine 12-inch diameter standpipes that extend 300 ft west from the central area of the reservoir’s 
western berm. 
 
This farmstead and the now open, former agricultural fields on the north are clearly depicted on 
historic aerials from 1948 through 1959. The farmstead is visible on historic maps dating from 1915 
through 1966, and suggests the farmstead was established prior to 1915 and demolished in the early to 
mid-1960s. Little remains of the farmstead except a few concrete foundations, the capped well, and 
the earthen reservoir, a string of stand pipes, and scattered historic metal, glass, and ceramic 
fragments.  
 
A pedestrian survey of the northern portion of the project area was completed January 20 and 21, 
2015. Ground visibility within the project area at the time of the survey was fair to poor 
(approximately 30 percent) and was restricted by grass and weeds. The survey updated 
documentation on both previously recorded sites, the historic trash scatter P-30-003693 and the 
remains of the historic farmstead. Neither site is recommended as important under the California 
Environmental Quality Act. 
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Based on the lack of important cultural material, no further cultural resource management of the 
project area, such as construction monitoring, is recommended. In the unlikely event that previously 
undocumented archaeological materials are encountered during construction, work in the vicinity of 
the find should be halted and a qualified archaeologist consulted to determine the appropriate 
treatment of the discovery. 
 
If human remains are encountered during construction activities, State Health and Safety Code 
Section 7050.5 states that no further disturbance shall occur until the County Coroner has made a 
determination of origin and disposition pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 5097.98. The 
County Coroner must be notified of the find immediately. If the remains are determined to be Native 
American, the County Coroner will notify the Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC), 
which will determine and notify a Most Likely Descendant (MLD). With the permission of the 
landowner or his/her authorized representative, the MLD may inspect the site of the discovery. The 
MLD shall complete the inspection within 48 hours of notification by the NAHC. The MLD may 
recommend scientific removal and nondestructive analysis of human remains and items associated 
with Native American burials. 
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INTRODUCTION  

LSA Associates, Inc. (LSA) has been retained by Meridian Land Development Company to provide a 
cultural resource assessment of the 40-acre Lancaster 40 Residential Project (project) to determine 
whether cultural resources are present. As part of this assessment, LSA surveyed the northern 20 
acres and revisited two previously recorded cultural resources to document their current condition. 
This assessment addresses the requirements of the California Environmental Quality Act ([CEQA] as 
amended January 1, 2015): Public Resources Code, Division 13 (Environmental Quality), 
Chapter 2.6, Section 21083.2 (Archaeological Resources) and Section 21084.1 (Historical 
Resources); and the Guidelines for CEQA (as amended December 1, 2013), California Code of 
Regulations (CCR) Title 14, Chapter 3, Article 5, Section 15064.5 (Determining the Significance of 
Impacts on Historical and Unique Archaeological Resources). 
 
 
PROJECT LOCATION 

The project area is located in the western portion of the Mojave Desert just northwest of the 
community of Quartz Hill, approximately 4.0 miles southwest of the central portion of the City of 
Lancaster. The project is situated on the southeast side of West Avenue K and 55th Street West, and is 
depicted on the United States Geological Survey (USGS) Lancaster West, California 7.5-minute 
topographic quadrangle map within the western side of the northeast quarter of Section 26, Township 
7 North, Range 13 West, San Bernardino Baseline and Meridian (Figure 1). The slightly but evenly 
sloped project area is currently vacant land located at an elevation of 2,385–2,410 feet (ft) above 
mean sea level (amsl). Slope is approximately 1 percent to the north. 
 
 
PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

Meridian Land Development Company proposes to develop a residential community on the property. 
Development will include clearing and grading to prepare the parcel, construction of several new 
roads within the area, and installation of utilities such as storm drains, as well as water, sewer, 
electrical, and natural gas lines. 
 
 
PROJECT PERSONNEL 

The survey and site updates were completed by Brooks Smith. Report write-up was completed by 
Ivan Strudwick and Mr. Smith. Project review was completed by LSA Principal Deborah McLean. 
Much of the environmental background and setting sections of this report are adapted from Strudwick 
(2010) and Fulton (2012). 
 



Project Location

SOURCE: USGS 7.5' Quad - Lancaster West (1974), CA
I:\MEV1501\GIS\ProjectLocation.mxd (1/23/2015)
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SETTING 

NATURAL SETTING 

The natural setting of the project vicinity is presented in this report based on the underlying 
theoretical assumption that humans are in continual interaction with the physical environment. Being 
part of the ecological system, humans respond to the environment through technological and 
behavioral adaptations, altering their behavior to produce a situation more favorable to local 
environmental conditions. Archaeological site locations are based on environmental constraints, 
whether they include proximity to a necessary resource, or distance from hindering circumstances 
such as steep or otherwise uninhabitable terrain. Sites will contain an assemblage of artifacts and 
ecofacts consistent with the particular behavior exhibited.  
 
 
Environment 

The project area is located within the western portion of the High Desert Plains and Hills ecological 
subsection (Subsection 322Ag) within the Mojave Desert ecological section (Section 322A) as 
defined by Miles and Goudey (1997). This section is the westernmost portion of the Great Basin and 
bounded by the southern end of the Sierra Nevada and the Tehachapi Mountains on the north, the 
Transverse Ranges on the west, and Nevada and Arizona on the east. The section is within the 
Mojave Desert geomorphic province. The High Desert Plains and Hills subsection is located in the 
northwestern-most portion of the Mojave Desert. The landforms present in the High Desert Plains and 
Hills subsection largely consist of alluvial plains and pediment. The plains are interrupted by small 
areas of hills and low mountains including the Rosamond Hills, the Bissel Hills, and the Shadow 
Mountains. Notable playas located within the subsection include Rosamond Lake and Rogers Lake 
(DeLorme 2000; Miles and Goudy 1997). Specifically, the project area is situated on young alluvial 
deposits from the Late Pleistocene and Holocene (Hernandez 2010).  
 
The climate of the area is hot and arid. Between 1971 and 2000, the Lancaster weather station, 
located approximately 4 miles northeast of the project area, received annual precipitation of 
7.4 inches. On average, 88 percent of this precipitation fell in the 6 months from November to April 
(United States Department of Commerce 2002). The natural vegetation in the area consists of the 
Creosote bush series with scattered Joshua trees.  
 
 
PREHISTORIC SETTING 

The chronology of the Desert Region prehistory applies to large expanses of the Mojave and 
Colorado deserts and the southern Great Basin. Listed earliest to latest, the periods include Lake 
Mojave, Pinto, Gypsum, Saratoga Springs, and the Protohistoric (Warren 1984; Warren and Crabtree 
1986).  
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Lake Mojave Period (10,000–5000 BC) 

The Lake Mojave Period is characterized by sites located on the margins of pluvial lakes. 
Characteristic artifact assemblages include large numbers of leaf-shaped bifaces and projectile points, 
as well as stemmed projectile points, especially Lake Mojave and Silver Lake types. Other Lake 
Mojave period implements include domed unifacial scraping tools that were apparently used for 
processing animal products, and the flaked stone artifact known as the crescentic or eccentric biface 
of unknown function. Manos and milling stones rarely occur (Warren and Crabtree 1986:184). This 
has been taken to suggest a reliance on hunting. 
 
 
Pinto Period (5000–2000 BC) 

Large pluvial lakes disappeared during the Pinto Period, influencing settlement and subsistence 
patterns (Warren 1984:410–411; Warren and Crabtree 1986:184–185). Pinto Period artifact 
assemblage includes a wide range of bifaces, domed scrapers, and unifacial tools. Major differences 
between Pinto and Lake Mojave Period sites are the introduction of Pinto points, drills, and an 
increase in milling tools, in conjunction with the absence of crescents, beaked gravers, and the loss of 
the Lake Mojave point. Another technological addition was the atlatl, or spear thrower, used to 
increase the throwing force and range of dart points (Warren and Crabtree 1986:186). It is thought 
that the transition from a primarily foraging subsistence strategy to a more logistically oriented 
seasonal collecting strategy occurred during the Pinto Period. Pinto Period sites exhibit considerable 
functional differences, and later Pinto Period sites are often specialized activity sites, reflecting these 
changes in subsistence strategy (Warren and Crabtree 1986:187). Changes in food procurement were 
characterized by exploitation of a wider variety of resources from a broader range of ecological zones 
than utilized previously. This settlement and subsistence strategy is referred to as the Archaic in the 
Great Basin region. 
 
 
Gypsum Period (2000 BC–AD 500) 

The Gypsum Period is characterized by the successful adaptation to arid desert landscapes (Warren 
and Crabtree 1986:189). Cultural assemblages of the Gypsum Period are more elaborate and diverse 
than any that preceded this time. Gypsum Period artifacts include Elko, Gypsum (cf., Gatecliff 
Contracting Stem), and Humboldt series projectile points, as well as large, broad, thin, extremely 
well-made triangular and lanceolate knives and bifaces (Warren 1984:414–420; Warren and Crabtree 
1986:187–189). Manos and metates are common during this period, and the mortar and pestle first 
occur. Additional artifacts include shaft straighteners, incised slate and sandstone tablets and 
pendants, and drilled slate tubes. Evidence of use of the atlatl includes the presence of atlatl engaging 
spurs, and dart shafts, foreshafts, and butts. Bone awls, Haliotis spp. rings, and coastal Intermediate 
period artifacts, including Olivella spp. shell beads, are also found in Gypsum Period sites and are 
found in increasing numbers in Saratoga Springs Period sites. Perishable items from Gypsum period 
sites include sandals, S-twist cordage, and split-twig figurines (Warren 1984:416). 
 
 
Saratoga Springs Period (AD 500–1200) 

The Saratoga Springs Period is characterized by successful adaptation to a desert environment 
through increasingly complex subsistence strategies and technology (Warren 1984:424). The major 
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technological change was the introduction of the bow and arrow, indicated by the use of small arrow 
points rather than the larger dart points used in conjunction with the atlatl or spear-chucking device 
(Warren 1984:420-424; Warren and Crabtree 1986:189–191). Artifacts characteristic of the Saratoga 
Springs Period include small projectile points such as stemmed Rosegate series projectile points and 
Cottonwood triangular points. Also present are quantities of marine shell beads originating from the 
California and Gulf of California coasts. Ceramic pottery also occurs. Pottery from Saratoga Springs 
period sites includes Puebloan Graywares, lower Colorado Buffwares, and Tizon Brownwares, the 
latter two of which are associated with Hakatayan culture groups of the lower Colorado River area 
(Warren 1984:422–423; Warren and Crabtree 1986:189–191). 
 
 
Protohistoric Period (AD 1200–Historic Period) 

The Protohistoric Period is characterized by the continuation of the generalized Archaic lifestyle 
based on hunting and gathering practices with a strong reliance on plant foods and small game 
(Warren 1984:424–426; Warren and Crabtree 1986:191–192). A decreased reliance on large game is 
evident in archaeological assemblages. Seasonal transhumance was common and resulted in a diverse 
range of site types. The beginning of the Protohistoric Period is identified by the introduction of 
Desert Side-notched points and the presence of Brownware and Buffware ceramics. Another indicator 
of the Protohistoric Period is the presence of Obsidian Butte obsidian, especially at Southern 
California sites. Obsidian Butte obsidian occurs commonly in prehistoric sites only after the shoreline 
of prehistoric Lake Cahuilla receded, the lake’s last stand ending approximately AD 1500 (Wilke 
1978:57).  
 
 
ETHNOHISTORY 

The project area is located in an area occupied by three ethnographically recorded native groups: the 
Serrano, the Kitanemuk, and the Tatavium (Kroeber 1925:611). Earle (2002) suggests that the 
southern half of the Antelope Valley may have been an area of shared use among these three groups. 
Blackburn and Bean (1978) clearly depict the Kitanemuk as occupying only the Tehachapis and 
northern portion of the Antelope Valley. King and Blackburn (1978:535) state that the majority of the 
Antelope Valley was probably Kitanemuk and Vanyume, a little known native group that disappeared 
early in the historic period. The Serrano, the Tatavium, and the Kitanemuk all spoke languages that 
are considered part of the Takic branch of the Uto-Aztecan language family. Bright (1975) names this 
branch Serran (Bean and Smith 1978:570; Blackburn and Bean 1978:564). Combined, speakers of 
Uto-Aztecan languages occupied about one-third of California, most of which are represented in 
southern and south-central California and farther east into the Great Basin.  
 
 
Serrano  

The Serrano, meaning “mountaineers,” inhabited mainly the San Bernardino, and San Gabriel (Sierra 
Madre) Ranges and much of the desert floor from the Antelope Valley east to the area near Cajon 
Pass (Kroeber 1925:615; Bean and Smith (1978:570-571). Kroeber (1925) describes Kitanemuk and 
Alliklik (Tatavium) as divisions of the Serrano. Elevation in Serrano territory varied from about 
1,500 ft in the desert to more than 11,000 ft in the mountains. 
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The Serrano were primarily hunters and gatherers and did some fishing. They hunted mountain sheep, 
deer, and rabbits, and gathered acorns, seeds of the mesquite (screw bean) and grasses, pinon nuts, 
bulbs and tubers, shoots, roots, berries, and also used parts of the barrel cactus and Joshua tree. Most 
Serrano settlements were in the foothills, although some were located on the desert floor near 
permanent water sources. 
 
Serrano dwellings were circular, domed willow-framed structures covered with a thatch of tule. The 
dwelling contained a central fire pit. Many outdoor activities occurred under another type of structure, 
a ramada, which is a shelter constructed of four poles supporting a roof of tule thatch. Other village 
buildings included the ceremonial house, the granary, and the sweathouse. Sweathouses were built 
near water and were large, circular, semi-subterranean, earth covered structures supported by willow 
pole frames and thatching.  
 
The Serrano made baskets and pottery, made rabbit skin blankets and bone awls, and also wove mats; 
bags, storage pouches, and cordage and nets. They used fire drills, wooden rasps, and stone pipes. 
During ceremonial occasions, they used rattles made from turtle shell or deer hooves, bone whistles, 
bull-roarers, flutes, and feathered costumes. They used hunting implements such as sinew-backed 
bows and arrows, curved throwing sticks, traps, snares, and deadfalls. Food preparation implements 
included earth ovens, water tight baskets, heated stones, shallow trays, metates, wooden and stone 
manos, stone knives, stone and bone scrapers, pottery trays and bowls, baskets, and horn and bone 
spoons and stirrers. 
 
 
Kitanemuk 

The Kitanemuk occupied the upper Tejon and Paso Creeks on the north side of the Tehachapi 
Mountains, the small creeks on the northern slope of the Liebre and Sawmill Mountains, and the 
northern Antelope Valley into the westernmost portion of the Mojave Desert (Kroeber 1925:611) to a 
point approximately 10 miles east of Lake Rosamond (Blackburn and Bean 1978:564). Like the 
Serrano, the Kitanemuk were primarily mountain dwellers, but did range into the arid lowlands of 
Antelope Valley during cooler times of the year. Culturally, the Kitanemuk were influenced by their 
northern neighbors, the Yokuts, and their western neighbors, the Chumash. Very little historical 
documentation was ever compiled on this rather obscure group; however, the subsistence strategies 
and technologies were similar to their more well-documented neighbors. The Kitanemuk population 
at the time of European contact is estimated to have been 500–1,000 (Blackburn and Bean 1978:564). 
 
 
Tatavium 

Tatavium (also known as the Alliklik) territory was south of the Kitanemuk and north of the 
Gabrielino who occupied the modern day Los Angeles area (Kroeber 1925:611). Tatavium territory 
included the upper reaches of the Santa Clara River drainage east of Piru Creek and extended north to 
include the southwestern fringes of the Antelope Valley (King and Blackburn 1978:535). The 
Tatavium probably numbered less than 1,000 at the time of European contact. Kroeber (1925:611, 
613) states that they were not numerous and were extinct by the early 1920s. Although the Tatavium 
had a language distinct from the Serrano and the Kitanemuk, they lived in the same manner and had 
similar dwellings and tools. As the Tatavium occupied the southwestern portion of the Antelope 
Valley, they inhabited the area where the current proposed project is located. 
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HISTORIC SETTING 

The Spanish Mission Period (1769–1821) 

The Spanish Mission Period (Robinson 1949:51-52) begins in 1769 with the Portolá expedition of 
1769-1770, and ends in 1821, when Mexico gained independence from Spain (McGroarty 1911:117, 
148; Avina 1932:29; Robinson 1949:13).  
 
Although Spain had claimed California since the 16th century, it was not until the middle of the 18th 
century that exploration and colonization of California took place. Spain built missions along the 
coast of California, beginning in San Diego in 1769, ending in Sonoma in 1823. Mission San Gabriel 
was established in the Los Angeles basin in 1771. It was from this mission that most exploration and 
settlement affecting the region took place.  
 
However, the first documented Spanish travels through the Antelope Valley began in a journey 
originating in the Imperial Valley. In 1772 Pedro Fages, who was the acting governor of Alta 
California, traveled through the Antelope Valley while pursuing army deserters. His expedition went 
from the Imperial Valley to San Luis Obispo via the Cajon Pass and the Antelope Valley (Hoover et 
al 1962:97).  
 
 
The Mexican Rancho Period (1821–1848) 

In 1821, Mexico gained independence from Spain, and in 1848, the United States (U.S.) formally 
obtained California in the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo (Cleland 1962:xiii). The period from 1821 to 
1848 is referred to as the Mexican Rancho Period. It was during this period of time that tracts of land 
in excess of 1,000 acres, termed ranchos (Avina 1932:iii), were granted by the various governors of 
alta California, usually to individuals who had worked in the service of the Mexican government. In 
1833, 12 years after gaining independence from Spain, the Mexican government’s Secularization Act 
changed missions into civil parishes, and those natives who had inhabited regions adjacent to a 
Spanish Period mission were to obtain half of all mission possessions, including land. In 1834, a 
prominent group of Californians, including the Lugos, the Vallejos, the Picos, and the Ortegas, 
coerced Governor Figueroa to create the “Provisional Regulations.” These regulations made mission 
lands available for granting to influential Californians rather than being distributed among the former 
mission residents (Beattie and Beattie 1939).  
 
 
The American Period (post-1848) 

Following the end of a brief period of hostilities between Mexico and the U.S., the U. S. officially 
obtained California from Mexico through the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo on February 2, 1848 
(Cleland 1962:xiii). In 1850, California was accepted into the Union of the United States mainly due 
to the population increase created by the Gold Rush of 1849. 
 
 
Antelope Valley. Initial Euro-American settlement of the Antelope Valley began after the Mexican-
American War and California’s Gold Rush. The August 1854 establishment of Fort Tejon in the 
Tejon Pass (Stammerjohan 1992:24-25) helped protect against Indian depredations and thus created 
safe transportation corridors into the Antelope and Central valleys. 
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Gold mining and cattle ranching were also important factors in the early development of the Antelope 
Valley. Transportation and communications developments such as the Butterfield stagecoach route in 
1858, the construction of the Los Angeles-to-San Francisco telegraph line in 1860, and the 
completion of the Southern Pacific Railroad line in 1876 increased access to the valley (County of 
Los Angeles Public Library 2011). 
 
Development of the Antelope Valley was originally spurred in large part by the construction of the 
railroad through the area. Most of the original communities in Antelope Valley were either founded 
or received a huge economic and population boost with the advent of the railroad through the area. 
Between 1874 and 1876, the Southern Pacific Railroad built a route from the Bakersfield area through 
Tehachapi, the Antelope Valley, and Palmdale, and met the line coming north from Los Angeles 
through the Newhall Pass, Santa Clarita, and Acton. 
 

On September 5, 1876 at Palmdale, in a scene reminiscent of the one at Promontory 
Point five years before, Charlie Crocker drove another golden spike and the Golden 
State was united from north to south. A Southern Pacific train bound from San 
Francisco reached Los Angeles the same day. (Yenne 1988:39) 

 
Farmers were attracted to the Antelope Valley, which had several years of abundant rainfall, and 
farming the high desert seemed viable. Unfortunately, in 1894, a drought began that decimated the 
regional economy and forced many settlers to abandon their homesteads. After 1900, improved 
irrigation methods and electricity again made farming in the Antelope Valley viable. Construction of 
the Los Angeles Aqueduct between 1908 and 1913 between the Owens Valley and Los Angeles also 
revived the valley's economy. Today, the Antelope Valley remains largely rural with agricultural 
uses, but its economic base is now supported by the aerospace and defense industries (County of Los 
Angeles Public Library 2011). 
 
 
City of Lancaster. Lancaster was named in 1877 by Pennsylvania settlers in memory of their former 
home (Gudde 1998:202). Originally settled in the late 1870s when real estate developer M.L. Wicks 
purchased six sections of land from the Southern Pacific Railroad, the town was little more than a 
railroad stop. A small boom occurred at the beginning of the 20th century when gold and borax were 
discovered in the mountains above the Antelope Valley. In 1933, the U. S. Army Air Corps began 
conducting flight and weapon testing at Muroc Army Air Field, now known as Edwards Air Force 
Base, and Lancaster has grown steadily since. The largest employer in the region is currently the 
aerospace industry, and Lockheed has been the primary employer since 1953. Although he currently 
lives in Oroville, California, Major Chuck Yeager (b. 1923), the first man to break the sound barrier 
in a jet plane on Oct. 14, 1947, called Lancaster home for many years. 
 
Lancaster is known for having the first "musical road" in the United States. First installed by Honda 
for a television commercial, a series of notes can be heard when a vehicle’s rubber tires hum as they 
run over grooves cut into the pavement. The grooves in the pavement make the tires hum to the tune 
of the “William Tell Overture,” which was used as the theme to the 1950s television show The Lone 
Ranger. Although the musical road was first created closer to the city, this original road was paved 
over to stop the music due to disruption it created for local residences. On October 17, 2008, a new 
musical road was created along Avenue G, near 30th Street West and Fox Field (Airport). 
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In 1977, Lancaster incorporated as a city with a population of 37,000. By 2000, the town had grown 
to over 118,000. By 2009, the city had a population of over 145,000, and by 2014, the population had 
grown to 159,500, making Lancaster one of the fastest-growing cities in the nation. 
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METHODS 

ARCHIVAL RESEARCH 

A record search of the project area was completed on January 29, 2015, at the South Central Coastal 
Information Center (SCCIC), located at California State University, Fullerton. The record search 
identified all previous cultural resources and surveys within 0.25 mile of the project area. A copy of 
the record search response letter is provided as Appendix A. In addition, the California State Historic 
Resources Inventory, which includes the National Register of Historic Places (National Register), the 
California Register of Historical Resources, California Historical Landmarks, California Points of 
Historical Interest, and various local historical registers, was examined. 
 
In addition, ten online historic aerial photographs dating from various years from 1948 to 2012 were 
reviewed.1 USGS topographic maps dating from 1915 to 1975 were also examined2 to determine 
whether any structures or other features are depicted within the project area. 
 
 
FIELD SURVEY 

On January 20–21, 2015, Brooks Smith conducted a pedestrian survey of the northern half of the 
project area. The ground surface was intensively examined by walking transects separated by 
approximate 8–10 meter intervals. Since subsurface excavations were not proposed as part of this 
study, observation of the subsurface was limited to a few rodent burrows and the accompanying 
rodent backdirt piles. Photographs of the project area were taken to document the condition of the 
parcel at the time of the survey. 
 
The field survey was also conducted to update the documentation on two previously recorded historic 
sites: the historic farmstead site in the middle east side of the project area, and the historic trash 
scatter P-19-003693, located in the southern portion of the parcel along the east side of 55th Street 
West. Site record updates are attached as Appendix B. No official site record was originally filed for 
the farmstead. Instead, information contained in previous reports (Norwood 2007a and 2007b), and 
observations made during the current site visit were used to create an official site record for this site. 
The previous survey of the south half of the project area (Norwood 2007a) and test of the farmstead 
site (Norwood 2007b) are attached as Appendix C. 
 

                                                      
1 National Environmental Title Research, LLC. Website: http://www.historicaerials.com/. 
2 Ibid. 
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RESULTS 

ARCHIVAL RESEARCH 

Results of the archival research (Appendix A) indicate that the northern half of the project (20 acres) 
was previously surveyed by Hudlow (2004). A report obtained directly from the author showed that 
the southern half of the project was previously surveyed by Norwood (2007a). In addition, the 
western edge of the current project was surveyed by Cooley (2007). While the Norwood (2007a) 
survey reported excellent ground visibility in the south half of the current project area, Hudlow 
(2004) does not describe survey conditions within the north half of the project area. An additional 
seven cultural resource surveys have occurred within 0.25 mile of the current project area. These 
surveys include land adjacent to the north and west of the current project. 
 
Previous surveys have resulted in recording six cultural resource sites, including four historic trash 
scatters, a historic farmstead site, and one prehistoric lithic scatter. Two of these sites, the historic 
farmstead (Norwood 2007a, 2007b) and a historic trash scatter, P-19-003693 (Tsunoda 2007 and 
Norwood 2007), are recorded within the project area (Figure 2). The farmstead is located within the 
central portion of the project area, while historic trash scatter P-19-003693 is located along the east 
side of 55th Street West, in the south half of the project area. Archival research shows that subsurface 
testing was conducted at the farmstead (Norwood 2007b). Both sites are reviewed below. 
 
Online historic aerial photographs of the area were also reviewed. The earliest of these photographs 
(1948) clearly shows the farmstead, including house, outbuildings, water tank, and square earthen 
reservoir located in the southeastern corner of the project area. Mature trees are present on the 
farmstead, suggesting that the buildings and improvements existed for some time prior to 1948. The 
1948 aerial photograph also depicts agricultural use of the entire project area north of the house and 
reservoir. Later aerial photos taken in 1953, 1956, and 1959 show little change in the house, 
buildings, and reservoir. A 1963 aerial photograph is grainy, but appears to show that several 
buildings are gone. A somewhat clearer 1965 aerial also appears to show an absence of outbuildings 
and trees around the reservoir, indicating that it did not hold water. A clearer aerial from 1971 
definitively shows that the farmstead is no longer occupied and the fields north of the house are no 
longer being worked. 
 
Online historic USGS maps of the area depict a house on the property on all available maps, 1915 
through 1966. Based on the historic maps, the house was constructed some time prior to 1915. The 
reservoir is depicted on USGS maps from 1959 until the last available map in 1975. Since the 
reservoir exists on the 1948 aerial photograph, the pre-1959 USGS maps probably do not show the 
reservoir due to the distance between topographic contours. 
 
 
Site P-19-003693 

This site is a historic trash scatter originally recorded by (Tsunoda 2007) as part of the survey of a 
proposed power line described in Cooley (2007). The site was said to measure 15 x 15 ft and was  
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recorded as containing metal cans and broken glass. Information in Norwood (2007a) indicates that 
the site is a small, disturbed short-term household refuse deposit dating circa 1955 to 1957. Norwood 
(2007a:7) states that in addition to cans and bottles, the site contains household debris, personal 
maintenance, and transportation and farming/ranching items. Norwood (2007a:8) continues to say 
that the site lacks integrity and does not qualify as a significant cultural resource under CEQA. 
 
 
Farmstead Site 

This site is a historic farmstead site originally recorded by Norwood (2007a) and later tested for site 
importance (Norwood 2007b). The site was recorded as measuring 65 x 25 meters (m) (213 x 82 ft) 
and consisting of a homesite complex with a variety of features including the foundations to a house, 
a water tank, an equipment shed, a pump shed, a well engine, and a capped well, all located just east 
of an earthen reservoir/irrigation pond measuring 40 x 30 m (131 x 98 ft). 
 
Testing at this farmstead site included archival research and fieldwork, including a surface survey, 
collection, and excavation of thirteen 1 x 1 m units and a special feature unit (Norwood 2007b). All 
excavated sediment was passed through ⅛-inch mesh screen. Archival research conducted by 
Norwood (2007b:4-5) indicates that the northeastern quarter of Section 26, in which the project area 
is situated, was granted to David R. S. Schaffer on April 11, 1898. Sometime prior to 1945, the 
property was obtained by A.J. Arthur and Selma L. Peterson, who sold it to Earl F. and Lela Leonard 
on May 12, 1954. The Leonards then sold the property to Jose G. and Lois Avike on January 27, 
1956, and the Avikes then subdivided the property and sold it. Maps found by Norwood (2007b:4-5, 
8) indicate that buildings on the site were constructed and occupied sometime between 1922 and 
1956. 
 
Test excavation conducted by Norwood (2007b) placed units within foundations or areas of increased 
artifact density. Twelve of the units were excavated to depths of 7–45 centimeters (cm), while one 
unit was excavated to 60 cm. The feature excavation, placed in the basement stairwell of the house 
foundation was excavated to a depth of 123 cm. A total of 688 items was cataloged from this 
excavation, including cans, bottles, ceramics, electrical and plumbing hardware, toys, housewares, 
tools, clothing and personal adornment, firearm cartridges, automobile parts and farm machinery that 
dated from 1954 to 1960 (Norwood 2007:12-32). No sun-colored amethyst (purple) glass was found 
during testing. 
 
Norwood (2007b:33-34) concludes that although the site appeared to have research potential due to 
its overall good state of preservation, and the possibility for the occurrence of significant intact older 
buried deposits from the early 1900s, that the deposit simply represents deposition during the period 
from 1954 to 1960. Due to the limited period of occupation, and  
 

“consideration of the site in terms of age, rarity, variation in context, quantity, 
context and integrity, there is no factor that supports findings of significance. … [As 
such,] The overall research value of the site is considered fulfilled by the Phase II 
evaluations.” (Norwood 2007b:33) 

 
Norwood (2007b:34) then concludes that the site does not have the potential to provide additional 
significant data. Finally, Norwood (2007b:34) recommended no additional cultural resource work at 
the site. 



L S A  A S S O C I A T E S ,  I N C .  
A P R I L  2 0 1 5  

C U L T U R A L  R E S O U R C E S  A S S E S S M E N T
L A N C A S T E R  4 0  R E S I D E N T I A L  P R O J E C T

C O U N T Y  O F  L O S  A N G E L E S ,  C A L I F O R N I A

 

P:\MEV1501\Cultural\Report and Attachments\Survey Report.docx «04/22/15» 14 

FIELD SURVEY 

Due to the excellent ground visibility reported by Norwood (2007a:5) within the southern 20-acre 
half of the current 40-acre project area, and because the Hudlow (2004) survey that occurred more 
than 10 years ago does not describe ground visibility, it was recommended that only the northern half 
of the project area be resurveyed. Also, during the survey of what is now the south half of the current 
project area, Norwood (2007a) recorded the historic farmstead, which is primarily within the north 
half of the current project area previously surveyed by Hudlow (2004). Norwood (2007a:7-8) also 
describes historic trash scatter site P-19-003693. Because of these considerations, the northern half of 
the current project area was resurveyed.  Additionally, the condition of two sites, historic trash scatter 
P-19-003693 located in the southwestern portion of the project area along the east side of 55th Street 
West and the historic farmstead located in the middle of the current 40-acre project area, were 
documented.  Both sites are described below, and site updates are provided as Appendix B. 
 
The survey encountered weeds and brush resulting in fair to poor ground visibility of approximately 
30 percent. Abundant modern trash was observed along the margins of the project area adjacent to 
existing roads, as well as in the farmstead’s earthen reservoir. Rodent burrow back-dirt piles were 
inspected, but no cultural resources were observed. Project area sediment is a reddish-brown silty clay 
with some gravel and appears to be what is commonly referred to as decomposing granitic. 
Geologically, this sediment is Holocene to Late Pleistocene alluvium. 
 
 
P-19-003693 

This historic trash scatter currently exists as recorded by (Tsunoda 2007) and Norwood (2007a:7). 
The household debris, personal maintenance, and transportation and farming/ranching items 
described by Norwood (2007a) include ceramics, window pane glass, fragments of shoes, and a 
rubber hose. The current survey found fewer rusted cans than are pictured in photographs provided by 
Norwood (2007a) and Tsunoda (2007). This may have been the result of a combination of 
deterioration and the often high desert winds that can easily move surface items from their original 
location. The current survey also identified the beverage cans as flat-top, requiring a church key 
opener, roughly dating this deposit to the 1950s. This verifies previous identification of the site as a 
small, disturbed, short-term household refuse deposit from the 1950s (Norwood (2007a:1). Although 
this deposit may be related to the nearby farmstead, there is no way to positively verify this 
relationship. One argument against the relationship of this trash scatter with the farmstead site is that 
the farmstead contained a refuse pit (Feature H). 
 
 
Farmstead Site 

This site was found to be essentially the same as originally recorded by Norwood (2007a, 2007b). 
However, during the current survey, a series of nine standpipes was found to extend west from the 
reservoir. These standpipes, not originally included in the site description, have been added. 
Additionally, several small pieces of sun-colored amethyst (purple) glass were observed at the site, 
suggesting deposition in the 1920s. The fields north of the house that were farmed as part of this site 
are not included in the site area depicted in Figure 2 or on the site record (Appendix B). 
 
The farmstead measures 215 ft north-south x 530 ft east-west and contains 14 features in three main 
areas located along the longer east-west axis. The easternmost and primary area consists of the house, 
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outbuildings, well pump, and water tank foundations, a capped well, and a refuse pit, and measures 
approximately 215 x 110 ft with greatest length in the north-south direction. The central portion of the 
site is the earthen reservoir or irrigation pond, as described by Norwood (2007a, 2007b), which 
measures approximately 130 x 140 ft and is slightly longer in the east-west direction. The western 
portion of the site is a series of nine 12-inch diameter standpipes that extend 300 ft west from the 
central area of the reservoir’s western berm. The standpipes begin 75 ft west of the western berm and 
are spaced at intervals of 25 ft. The standpipes were intended to water the field to the north. Nine 
standpipes are visible, while one near the reservoir is buried. Two or three more standpipes are likely 
present but buried on the eastern and western ends of the standpipe alignment. 
 
Nearly all the eastern portion of the site has been razed, and nearly everything that once existed above 
ground level has been removed. Some trash exists in the now dry reservoir. Based on the historic 
aerials, razing occurred in the early to mid-1960s. A site record for this site (Appendix B) is based on 
descriptions within Norwood (2007a and 2007b), as well as on observations made during the current 
study. 
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SUMMARY AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

A survey was conducted on the northern half of the 40-acre project area and two previously recorded 
historic resources, one near the center of the project area (farmstead) and one in the southwestern 
portion of the project area (historic trash scatter site P-19-003693), were relocated and documented. 
Previous record search information shows that although the entire project area was previously 
surveyed, the southern half of the project area contained excellent ground visibility for the previous 
survey, while the northern half of the project area had far less ground visibility, and was conducted 
over 10 years ago. The current survey identified no new cultural resources. 
 
The two previously recorded resources, the farmstead and P-19-003693, were found to be essentially 
as previously recorded. Both sites were documented for this project. Since no site records were 
submitted to the SCCIC for the farmstead as part of the Norwood (2007) survey, a site record for this 
site was completed using site information from previous reports as well as from the current survey. 
 
The small historic trash scatter, P-19-003693, is located along the east side of 55th Street West in the 
southern half of the current project area. The site measures 15 x 15 ft and contains household debris 
including rusted metal cans, bottle and window glass, glazed ceramic fragments, shoe pieces, and a 
rubber hose. Material from the site dates from the 1950s and appears to be contemporaneous with the 
farmstead, although there is no direct connection with the other site. Site P-30-003693 lacks size, an 
abundance of material, and contains highly fragmented items. As such, it is recommended that this 
site is not important under CEQA. 
 
The farmstead measures 215 x 530 ft and contains 14 features in three main areas located along the 
longer east-west axis. The easternmost and primary area consists of the house, outbuildings, well 
pump, and water tank foundations, a capped well, and a refuse pit, and measures approximately 215 x 
110 ft with its greatest length in the north-south direction. The central portion of the site is an earthen 
reservoir that measures approximately 130 x 140 ft. The western portion of the site is a series of nine 
12-inch diameter concrete standpipes extending 300 ft west from the central portion of the reservoir 
and spaced at 25 ft intervals. Additional buried standpipes may exist at the eastern and western ends 
of the standpipe alignment. Almost the entire eastern portion of the site has been razed, and almost 
everything that once existed above ground level has been removed from the property. The earliest 
aerial photo obtained shows that the farmstead was fully established by 1948. Historic maps indicate 
that the site existed by the late 1910s to the early 1920s. The site was razed sometime in the early to 
mid-1960s. 
 
The farmstead site was previously tested (Norwood 2007b) using thirteen (13) 1 x 1 m units 
excavated to depths of 7–60 cm. A special feature unit was excavated to a depth of 123 cm in the 
basement stairwell of the house. A total of 688 items from this excavation included household debris 
such as cans, bottles, ceramics, electrical and plumbing hardware, toys, housewares, tools, clothing 
and personal adornment, firearm cartridges, automobile parts, and farm machinery dating primarily 
from 1954 to 1960. Little remains of this site aside from the foundations, reservoir, standpipes, and a 
scatter of historic and modern trash. Because it has been levelled, the site does not retain its character. 
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It is neither the last of its kind nor is it associated with an important or historically significant person. 
Previous testing at the site exhausted its research potential and suggested that this site is not important 
under CEQA. It is recommended that this site is not important under CEQA. 
 
Because neither P-19-003693 nor the farmstead site is important, LSA recommends no additional 
cultural resource management of the project area, such as construction monitoring. However, in the 
event that additional cultural resources not associated with either of the two known sites are 
encountered during project construction, work in the vicinity of the find should be halted until a 
qualified archaeologist has determined the appropriate treatment of the discovery. 
 
If human remains are encountered during construction activities, State Health and Safety Code 
Section 7050.5 states that no further disturbance shall occur until the County Coroner has made a 
determination of origin and disposition pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 5097.98. The 
County Coroner must be notified of the find immediately. If the remains are determined to be Native 
American, the County Coroner will notify the Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC), 
which will determine and notify a Most Likely Descendant (MLD). With the permission of the 
landowner or his/her authorized representative, the MLD may inspect the site of the discovery. The 
MLD shall complete the inspection within 48 hours of notification by the NAHC. The MLD may 
recommend scientific removal and nondestructive analysis of human remains and items associated 
with Native American burials. 
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APPENDIX B 

SITE RECORD UPDATES 



 
State of California  — The Resources Agency   Primary #  P-19-003693 UPDATE 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRI #  

PRIMARY RECORD    Trinomial    
NRHP Status Code  

Other Listings  
Review Code ______  Reviewer ____________________Date  

Page 1 of 2       *Resource Name or #: (Assigned by recorder)  Historic Trash Scatter (P-19-003693)  
 
  P1. Other Identifier:  
*P2. Location:  Not for Publication     Unrestricted *a.  County   Los Angeles  

and (P2b and P2c or P2d.  Attach a Location Map as necessary.) 
*b.  USGS 7.5' Quad  Lancaster West  Date 1974   Township/Range T 7N  R 13W in the SE¼ of NE¼ of Sect 26. 
 c.   Address  (along E. side of 55th St. West, So of W. Ave. K)  City  Lancaster Zip  93536 
 d. UTM:  387530 mE/  3837043 mN.  (11N) 
e. Other Locational Data: (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc.)  The site is located 1.0 mile NW of downtown Quartz Hill 20 ft 

west of 55th Street West at a point 1,900 ft south of West Ave. K.  Elevation is 2,504 ft. 
*P3a. Description:  (Describe  resource and its major elements.  Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries)   The site appears as originally 

recorded: It is a scatter of primarily rusted cans (beverage, sanitary food, and vacuum-sealed coffee) and glass pieces (clear, 
brown, and aqua) in an area measuring approx. 15x15 ft dating from the 1950s.  The current survey also confirmed the presence 
of window glass, glazed ceramics (orange and green, flow-blue, and white), shoe pieces, a rubber hose, lumber and concrete 
fragments, as noted by (Norwood 2007), but not mentioned by Tsunoda (2007).  Flat-topped cans are all church-key opened 
suggesting a 1950s deposition.  Fewer cans exist at the site than were present in 2007 based on photos in Norwood (2007), and 
on the original site record by Tsunoda (2007). 

*P3b. Resource Attributes:  Trash scatter (AH4). 
*P4. Resources Present:  Building   Structure   Object   Site   District   Element of District   Other  
  P-19-003693:  Historic trash scatter showing primarily rusted cans and glass.  View to north. 

 

 
 
*P6. Date Constructed/Age and Sources:  

      Historic  
          Prehistoric 
  1950s based on church key 
opened steel beverage cans     
 
*P7. Owner and Address:  
  Meridian Land Development  
  19153 Town Center Dr., Ste 106
  Apple Valley, CA  
  92308  
 
*P8. Updated by:   
  Brooks Smith  
  LSA Associates, Inc.  
  20 Executive Park, Suite 200  
  Irvine, CA  92614  
 
*P9. Date Updated 
  March 19, 2015  
 
*P10. Survey Type: (Describe) 
  Intensive Relocation Survey  
    
    
    
  

 
* P11. Report Citations:  Strudwick, I and Smith, B.  2015.  Cultural Resource Survey and Assessment, Lancaster 40 Residential 
Project, Los Angeles County, CA.  LSA Associates, Inc.; Norwood, Richard H. 2007, Phase I Cultural Resource Investigation for 20 
Acres Northeast of the Intersection of 55th Street West and Avenue K-8, Lancaster, Los Angeles County, CA, RT Factfinders; Tsunoda, 
Koji, 2007, State of California, DPR Site Record Form for P-19-003693, on file, SCCIC, California State University, Fullerton.   
Attachments:    None   Location Map   Site Map   Continuation Sheet   Building, Structure, and Object Record  
Archaeological Record   District Record   Linear Feature Record   Milling Station Record   Rock Art Record   
Artifact Record    Photograph Record   Other (List):     
 
DPR 523A (1/95) *Required Information 



Farmstead
P-19-003693

I:\MEV1501\GIS\DPR_Trash.mxd (3/20/2015) * Required Information

*Map Name:   *Scale: *Date of Map:

*Resource Name or # (Assigned by recorder)

State of California - The Resources Agency
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION
LOCATION MAP

Primary #
HRI #
Trinomial

Page   2   of   2

 
 

 

1974Lancaster West, California

DPR 523J (1/95)

0 1000 2000
FEET

FEET
METERS6103050

Historic Trash Scatter

Legend
Project Boundary
Historic Farmstead
Historic Trash Scatter

1:24000

19-003693



 
State of California  — The Resources Agency   Primary #  P-19-  
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRI #  

PRIMARY RECORD    Trinomial    
NRHP Status Code  

Other Listings  
Review Code ______  Reviewer ____________________Date  

Page 1 of 6       *Resource Name or #: (Assigned by recorder)  Farmstead  
 
  P1. Other Identifier:  
*P2. Location:  Not for Publication     Unrestricted *a.  County   Los Angeles  

and (P2b and P2c or P2d.  Attach a Location Map as necessary.) 
*b.  USGS 7.5' Quad  Lancaster West, CA  Date 1974  Township/Range T 7N  R 13W in middle of W½ of NE¼ of Sect 26. 
 c.   Address   (SE of W. Ave. K and 55th St. West)          City   Lancaster Zip  93536 
 d. UTM:  387693 mE/  3837269 mN.  (11N) 
e. Other Locational Data: (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc.)  The site is located 1.0 mile NW of downtown Quartz Hill 100-

600 ft west of 55th Street West at a point 0.25 mile south of West Ave. K.  Site elevation is 2,395-2,400 ft. 
*P3a. Description:  (Describe  resource and its major elements.  Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries)   This site is an historic farmstead 

measuring 215x530 ft and containing 14 features in 3 main areas located along the longer east-west axis.  The easternmost and 
primary area contains foundations of the house, outbuildings, well pump, and water tank, … (See Continuation Sheet)  

 
*P3b. Resource Attributes:  This resource is a farmstead (HP33) incorporating house and outbuilding foundations (HP2), a trash 

scatter (AH4), a capped well (AH5), an earthen reservoir/irrigation pond and buried standpipes (AH6). 
*P4. Resources Present:  Building   Structure   Object   Site   District   Element of District   Other  
  Farmstead:  View of House Foundation (Feature A).  Note basement entrance.  Truck parked on 

side of earthen reservoir/irrigation pond (Feature J).  View to the west. 

 

 
 
*P6. Date Constructed/Age and Sources:  

      Historic  
          Prehistoric 
    
    
 
*P7. Owner and Address:  
  Meridian Land Development  
  19153 Town Center Dr., Ste 106  
  Apple Valley, CA  
  92308  
 
*P8. Updated by:   
  Brooks Smith and I. Strudwick  
  LSA Associates, Inc.  
  20 Executive Park, Suite 200  
  Irvine, CA  92614  
 
*P9. Date Updated 

  March 19, 2015  
 
*P10. Survey Type: (Describe) 
  Intensive Relocation Survey  
    
    
    
  

 
* P11. Report Citation:  Strudwick and Smith.  2015.  Cultural Resource Survey and Assessment, Lancaster 40 Residential Project, 
Los Angeles County, California.  LSA Associates, Inc.   
Attachments:    None   Location Map   Site Map   Continuation Sheet   Building, Structure, and Object Record  
Archaeological Record   District Record   Linear Feature Record   Milling Station Record   Rock Art Record   
Artifact Record    Photograph Record   Other (List):     
 
DPR 523A (1/95) *Required Information 
 



 
State of California  — The Resources Agency   Primary #  P-19-  
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRI #  

CONTINUATION SHEET   Trinomial    

Page 2 of 5      *Resource Name or #: (Assigned by recorder)  Farmstead  
 
*Recorded by  B. Smith and I. Strudwick  *Date   Mar. 19, 2015    Continuation    Update 

 
*P3a. Description: 

… as well as a capped well, and a refuse pit in an area measuring 215x115 ft with greatest length in the N-S direction.  The 
central portion of the site is an earthen reservoir (irrigation pond) that measures approximately 130x140 ft and is longer in 
the E-W direction.  The western portion of the site is a series of nine 12-inch diameter standpipes that extend 300 ft west 
from the central area of the reservoir’s western berm.  The standpipes begin 75 ft west of the western berm and are spaced at 
25 ft intervals.  The standpipes were intended to water the field to the north, which are not included within the site boundary. 
 Nine standpipes are visible, while one near the reservoir is buried.  Two or three more standpipes may be buried at the 
eastern and western ends of the standpipe alignment.  The central and eastern portions of the site were found and described 
in 2007(Norwood 2007a) and tested later the same year (Norwood 2007b).  The western (standpipe) portion of the site was 
identified in 2015 (Strudwick and Smith 2015).  The following information describing the central and eastern portions of the 
site are from Norwood (2007a, 2007b), referenced below. 
 
Testing at this Farmstead site included archival research and fieldwork, including a surface survey, collection, and 
excavation of thirteen 1 x 1 m units and a special feature unit (Norwood 2007b).  Archival research conducted by 
Norwood (2007b:4-5) indicates that the northeastern quarter of Section 26, in which the project area is situated, was 
granted to David R. S. Schaffer on April 11, 1898.  Sometime prior to 1945 the property was obtained by A. J. Arthur 
and Selma L. Peterson, who sold it to Earl F. and Lela Leonard on May 12, 1954.  The Leonards then sold the property 
to Jose G. and Lois Avike on January 27, 1956 and the Avikes then subdivided the property and sold it.  Maps found by 
Norwood (2007b:4-5, 8) indicate that buildings on the site were constructed and occupied sometime from 1922-1956. 
 
Test excavation at the site was conducted by Norwood (2007b) using 1x1 m units placed within foundations or in areas 
of increased artifact density.  Excavated sediment was passed through one-eighth inch mesh screen.  Twelve of the 
excavation units were excavated to depths of 7-45 cm, while one unit was excavated to 60 cm.  The feature excavation, 
placed in the basement stairwell of the house foundation was excavated to a depth of 123 cm.  A total of 688 items was 
cataloged from this excavation, including cans, bottles, ceramics, electrical and plumbing hardware, toys, housewares, 
tools, clothing and personal adornment, firearm cartridges, and automobile parts and farm machinery that dated 1954-
1960 (Norwood 2007b:12-32).  No sun-colored amethyst (purple) glass was found during testing, although purple glass 
was observed during the 20015 survey.  Site recording (Norwood 2007a) and testing (Norwood 2007b) identified the 
following features: 
 
Feature A is a 6 inch wide perimeter house foundation measuring approx. 20x20 ft square that represents the original 
residence.  Feature A was tested using two 1x1 m units.  A semi-basement in the northeastern corner of the foundation 
was also tested using a special larger feature excavation unit. 
 
Feature B is a capped well and cement pad.  The 12-⅛ inch diameter well casing is made of heavy gauge steel set into a 
raised concrete block measuring approx. 2 ft square.  One 1x1 m excavation unit was placed just east of this feature. 
 
Feature C is a 2 ft 11 inch diameter concrete standpipe just less than 9 ft south of the well. 
 
Feature D is a concrete pump mount measuring approx. 4x3 ft and 2 ft tall.  The block contains twin raised mounts each 
with 4 mounting bolts. 
 
Feature E is a 2 ft tall concrete block measuring approx. 7.5x4 ft.  This block also contains twin raised mounts each 
with 4 mounting bolts.  One 1x1 m unit was placed adjacent to Feature E. 
 
Feature F is a 6 inch wide concrete perimeter foundation set in an area measuring 10x10 ft that appears to be a water 
tank foundation. 
 
 

DPR 523L (1/95) *Required Information 

 



 
State of California  — The Resources Agency   Primary #  P-19-  
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRI #  

CONTINUATION SHEET   Trinomial    

Page 3 of 6      *Resource Name or #: (Assigned by recorder)  Farmstead  
 
*Recorded by  B. Smith and I. Strudwick  *Date   Mar. 19, 2015    Continuation    Update 

 
*P3a. Description (Cont’d): 

Feature G is a 6 inch wide concrete strip set in an approx. 36x17 ft rectangular perimeter that was the foundation for a 
barn or workshop.  The southernmost 25 ft of the eastern side does not contain the perimeter foundation, suggesting that 
it was the entrance to the structure.  Two 1x1 m excavation units were placed along the northern end of the eastern side 
of this feature. 
 
Feature H is a circular refuse deposit or burn pit measuring 16.5 ft diameter.  Five 1x1 m excavation units were placed 
at this feature. 
 
Feature I is a 6 inch wide perimeter footing for an outbuilding foundation measuring approx. 16x32.5 ft.  A concrete 
slab measuring approx. 5x6.5 ft is located at the eastern side within the larger foundation.  One 1x1 m excavation unit 
was placed on the north side of the concrete slab within the larger foundation. 
 
Feature J is an earthen-banked reservoir or irrigation pond measuring approx. 130x140 ft and 5ft deep located in the 
center of the site.  The pond is connected with the standpipes to the west and was also connected to the well (Feature B), 
which provided the water.  The pond contains recent household trash and debris that appears to be post-occupation 
dumping.  Bottle collectors have looted this feature. 
 
Feature K is a concrete slab measuring approx. 11x8.5 ft rounded at both north and south ends and made of four 2 ft 
wide sections.  The function of this feature is unknown. 
 
Feature L is a rough equipment mounting slab measuring 5 ft square that contains two 2x4 inch wooden boards than are 
nearly 4 ft long.  This feature was completely buried and was discovered in the 1x1 m excavation unit placed just east of 
the well (Feature B).  Feature L is encrusted with grease and oil. 
 
Feature M is a concrete slab measuring 19.5x18.75 inches that contains brick impressions.  Located on the eastern side 
of the house (Feature A) foundation, Feature M is probably the foundation of a brick-lined stove or heater vent. 
 
Feature N was identified in 2015 and consists of a 300 ft length of nine 12-inch diameter concrete standpipes extending 
westward from the middle of the west side of the irrigation pond (Feature J).  The standpipes are spaced at 25 ft 
intervals and one of the pipes nearest the pond is buried.  It is possible that additional buried standpipes exist on both 
the east end nearest the reservoir, and also at the west end of the alignment nearest 55 Street West. 
 
Based on the archival research and site testing, Norwood (2007b:33-34) states that the deposit represented deposition 
during the period 1954-1960, and that… “… in terms of age, rarity, variation in context, quantity, context and integrity, 
there is no factor that supports findings of significance. … The overall research value of the site is considered fulfilled 
by the Phase II evaluations” (Norwood 2007b:33).  Norwood (2207b:34) concluded that the site did not contain the 
potential to provide additional significant data and no additional cultural resource work was recommended at this site. 
 

Norwood, Richard H. 
2007a Phase I Cultural Resource Investigation for 20 Acres Northeast of the Intersection of 55th Street West and Avenue K-

8, Lancaster, Los Angeles County, California.  RT Factfinders.  Project Number 539. 
 

2007b Phase II Cultural Resource Investigation for 20 Acres Northeast of the Intersection of 55th Street West and Avenue 
K-8, Lancaster, Los Angeles County, California.  Prepared by RTFactfinders.  Project Number 541.   

 

Strudwick, Ivan H., and Brooks Smith 
2015 Cultural Resource Survey and Assessment, Lancaster 40 Residential Project, Los Angeles County, California.  LSA 

Associates, Inc. 
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APPENDIX C 

PHASE I AND PHASE II CULTURAL RESOURCE INVESTIGATIONS 
IN THE PROJECT AREA (NORWOOD 2007A AND 2007B) 

 














































































































































































































































