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If applicable, describe any of the project’s areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by
agencies and the public.

Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.


	Print Form Button: 
	Text Field: 2019100513
	Project Title: Cottonwood Sand Mine Project
	Lead Agency: San Diego County
	Contact Name: Christopher Jacobs
	Email: christopher.jacobs@sdcounty.ca.gov
	Phone Number: (619)323-8718
	Project Location: 3121 Willow Glen Drive, El Cajon, CA 92019 (unincorporated San Diego County)
	Project Description: The project seeks approval of a Major Use Permit (MUP) and Reclamation Plan to conduct sand mining activities on 251 acres of an approximately 280-acre property that is known as the Cottonwood Golf Club. Extraction of aggregate (primarily sand) would occur on approximately 214 of the 251 acres. Approximately 4.3 million cubic yards (CY) (6.4 million tons) of material would be extracted and processed, with approximately 3.8 million CY (5.7 million tons) of marketable aggregate produced for sale over a 10-year period. Extraction operations would be limited to a maximum production of 380,000 CY (570,000 tons) of marketable construction grade aggregate per calendar year.
 

	Project's Effects: The Draft Environmental Impact Report (EIR) was circulated for public review from December 16, 2021 to February 28, 2022. The Recirculated Draft EIR project description discloses new information regarding the number of truck haul trips generated by the project, including an additional 58 truck trips per day over the 10-year project operation to import backfill material needed to achieve the proposed post-reclamation elevation. Revising the project description to add backfill import truck haul trips does not result in new potentially significant adverse impacts, or substantially increase the severity of the potentially significant impacts previously disclosed in the circulated Draft EIR. A Stormwater Quality Management Plan (SWQMP) for Priority Development Projects replaces the Green Street SWQMP previously circulated with the DEIR.
 
In response to comment letters received on the Draft EIR, additional biological resource surveys of the project site were conducted in 2022 to support the impact evaluation for rare plants, bats, and wildlife movement, as well as specific species including arroyo toad (Anaxyrus californicus), southwestern pond turtle (Actinemys pallida), southwester willow flycatcher (Empidonax traillii extimus), and coastal California gnatcatcher (Polioptila californica californica). These surveys identified a potential for the project to impact three additional special status plant species (Palmer’s goldenbush [Ericameria palmeri var. palmeri], San Diego sagewort [Artemisia palmeri], and southwestern spiny rush [(Juncus acutus ssp. Leopoldii]), and five additional special status animal species (white-tailed kite [Elanus leucurus], small-footed myotis [Myotis ciliolabrum], Townsend’s big-eared bat [Corynorhinus townsendii pallescens], western mastiff bat [Eumops perotis], western red bat [Lasiurus blossevillii], and Yuma myotis [Myotis yumanensis]). New biological resources mitigation measures and revisions to existing mitigation measures that reduce potential impacts to less than significant are identified. Mitigation Measures BIO-6, BIO-11, BIO-12, and BIO-13 were added. Mitigation Measures BIO-1, BIO-2, BIO-3, BIO-4, BIO-7, BIO-8, BIO-9, BIO-10, BIO-14, BIO-15, BIO-17, BIO-18, and BIO-19 were refined and/or enhanced.
	Areas of Controversy: Issues raised in the NOP comment letters include concerns regarding the following issue areas:
 
• Visual impacts
• Community character
• Air quality
• Biological resources
• Archaeological and tribal cultural resources
• Paleontological resources
• Greenhouse gases
• Hazardous materials and emissions
• Hydrology and water quality
• Groundwater contamination
• Land use consistency
• Noise generation
• Recreational opportunities
• Roadway capacity and safety
• Public utilities
• Evacuation during a wildfire
• Traffic generation
• School safety and student health
• Valley Fever
	List of Agencies: County of San Diego, San Diego Regional Water Quality Control Board/State Water Resources Control
Board (RWQCB/SWRCB), U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE), California Department of Fish and Wildlife
(CDFW), San Diego Air Pollution Control District (SDAPCD), San Miguel Consolidated Fire Protection District, Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), San Diego County Local Enforcement Agency. 


