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SCH #: 2019100323

Project Title: Shasta County - USDA APHIS-WS IWDM Cooperative Service Agreement

Lead Agency: Shasta County

Contact Name: Faul Hellman

I phellman@co.shasta.ca.us 530-225-5789

Emai Phone Number:

Shasta County (countywide)
City County

Project Location:

Project Description (Proposed actions, location, and/or consequences).

The proposed project is the establishment and implementation of Cooperative Service Agreement (CSA) between
Shasta County and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service — Wildlife
Services (APHIS-WS) for an integrated wildlife damage management (IWDM) program in the County. The overall goal of
the proposed project is to ensure that wildlife damage management for purposes of protecting agricultural resources,
public health and safety, and property is performed in a biologically sound, environmentally safe, and accountable
manner and in accordance with applicable regulations. Primary functions provided by APHIS-WS specialists in the
County would include offering technical advice/assistance to resource owners and investigating and responding to
wildlife damage situations. Direct control methods would include non-lethal and lethal methods. The County would not be
materially involved in any of the IWDM program activities other than to cost share the financial portion of the program.
Neither APHIS-WS nor Shasta County is proposing any change to the IWDM program activities in the County as it
historically operated from 1998 to 2018, when the County voluntarily terminated the CSA.

Identify the project’s significant or potentially significant effects and briefly describe any proposed mitigation measures that
would reduce or avoid that effect.

The proposed project could result in the removal of certain common wildlife species by lethal methods. Species
historically removed in the County and for which the most technical assistance has been provided are American beaver,
black bear, bobcat, coyote, gray fox, mountain lion, muskrat, raccoon, striped skunk, Virginia opossum, red-winged and
Brewer's blackbirds, and coots. The proposed project would not result in any significant impacts on these common
species compared to baseline conditions, because no changes to the IWDM activities in the County are proposed. It
would not result in any significant impacts on federal- and state-listed threatened and endangered species or California
species of special concern because the CSA does not provide for managing these species. The proposed project would
not involve on-the-ground activities that would affect habitat or migration corridors. No mitigation measures are required.
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continued

If applicable, describe any of the project's areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by
agencies and the public.

Non-lethal alternatives to wildlife damage management should be considered. This topic is evaluated in Section 5.0,
Alternatives, in the Draft EIR.

Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.

California Department of Fish and Wildlife
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration - National Marine Fisheries Service
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