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County ofFresno
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS AND PLANNING

STEVENE. WHITE, DIRECTOR

INITIAL STUDYAPPLICATION

INSTRUCTIONS

Answer all questions coinpletely. An incompleteform I1lay delaypr()cessillgof
your application. Use additionalpaper ifnecessary and attaclt any supplemental
information to tltisform. Attaclt an operationalstatement ifappropriate. Tltis
application will be distributed to several agencies andpersons to determine tlte
potentialenvironmental effects ofyour proposal. Please complete tlteform in a
legible and reproducible manner (ie., USE BLACKINK OR TYPE).

OFFICE USE ONLY

IS No.'1LJ""L-

~~l:)~t CUP31o.,.3
Application Rec'd.:

t961Y71[1 .
GENERAL INFORMATION

1. Property Owner: DLM Partners PltoneIFax559-448-a010

1Jfdj~~~~:3265W Figarden Dr., Fresno,CA.93711
Street City State/Zip

2. Applicant: The Terl110 CompanYPltoneIFax: 562-595-.7401

1Jfd!!/~~~:P 0 Box2767, Long Beach, CA9G807
Street City State/Zip

3. Representative: Ne.il F. Ormond Plzone/Fax:559-298-5068

1Jfd!!/~~:312 5th 8t., 8uiteA, Clovis, CA93612
Street City State;zip

4. ProposedProject: The Termo Company.is·proposing the construction of a new earthen

well pad and the drilling of upto three (3) exploratory oil and gas wells.. If successful,
the Project would include the cons!ruction of oil and gas Production equipment and related appurtenances.

5. Project Location: Approximately one-half mile southwest of Five Points on the West side of Highway 145.

It is agricultural land 100 feet from the highway.

6. ProjectAddress:_N_1__A ---- ----__- ----

7. SectionlTownsltiplRange: 27 /178 /17E 8. Parcel Size: 156.22 acres

9. Assessor's Parcel No. 050-130-758 OVER .

DEVELOPMENT SERVICES AND CAPITAL PROJECTS DIVISION
2220 Tulare Street. Sixth Floor / Fresno, California 93721/ Phone (559)600-4497/600-4022/600-4540/ FAX 600-4200

The County of Fresno is an Equal Employment Opportunity Employer



10. Land Conservation Contract No. (Ifapplicable):..:.5..:.61 ------------

II. Wltat otlter agencies willyoulleed to getpermits or autllOrizati011from:

__ LAFCo (annexation or extension o/services) _x__
CALTRANS
Division ofAeronautics

x Water Quality Control Board
x Otlter_D_O_G__G-R.,...--.,...----__

SJVUAPCD (Air Pollution Control District)
Reclamation Board
Department ofEnergy
AirportLand Use Commission

12. Will tlte project utilize Federalfunds or require otlter Federal autltorization subject to tlte provisions of
tlte National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of1969? __ Yes _x__ No

Ifso, please provide a copy ofall relatedgrant and/orfunding documents, related informatioll and
environmental review requirements.

13. Existing Zone DistrictI : _A_E_2_0......_E_xc_lu_s_iv_e_A..:::g..:..ric_u_lt_ur_e :-- _

14. Existing General Plan Land Use Designation I : ..:.A.::::g:.:.,:ri.:.;cu:::..lt:::..ur:..::e :-- _

ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION

15. Present/and use: ..:P..:..is:..:t::.ac:::..h:.:.:io:..:o:::..rc:..:h:.:..a::..:rd:::...:--:-- --:--:---_,_-_,_:----_,_----
Describe existing pltysicalimprovements including buildings, water (wells) amlseJVagefacilities, roads,
and ligllting. Include a site plan or map sltowingtlteseiltlprovements:
There is an irrigated pistachio orchard of three year old trees covering the entire parcel.. Gravel farm roads exist on the East, West

and South sides of the parcel. No bUildings, water wells or sewagefacilities exist on the parcel.

Describe tlte major vegetative cover:,_t_hr_e_e~ye...:a...:r_o...:ld~p...:is....;ta..:.c...:hi..:..o..:..tr..:..ee...:s _,_--_,__,_---

Any perennial or intermittent water courses? Ifso, show on map:._N_o_n_e_:--_,_---------

Is property in aflood-prone area? Describe:

FEMA "A" Flood Zone.

No Base Flood Elevations performed; therefore, no flood depths are shown.

16. Describe surrounding land uses (e.g., commercial, agricultural, residential, school, etc.):

North: AgricUlture

South: AgricUlture

East: AgricUlture

West: AgricUlture
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17. Wltat land users) in tlte area may be impacted by your Project?: Road traffic could create dust which could impact

nearby agriculture. Dust control will be used by the applicant.

18. Wltat land users) in tlte area may impactyourproject?: Pistachio nuts harvesting and general orchard maintenance

may effect visibility and safety. Coordination between applicant and land owner will occur to reduce any hazards.

19. Transportation:

NOTE: Tlte information below will be used in determining traffic impactsfrom tllis project. The data
may also sllow tile needfor a Traffic Impact Study (TIS) for tile project.

A. Will additional drivewaysfrom tlte proposedproject site be necessary to access public roads?
Yes x No

B. Daily traffic generation:

L

IL

Residential- Number ofUnits
Lot Size
Single Family
Apartments

Commercial- Number ofEmployees
Number ofSalesmen
Number ofDelivery Trucks
Total Square Footage ofBuilding

o

8

o
2

o

IlL Describe and quantify otller traffic generation activities: See Attachment,#19 for chart of

traffic generation and associated data.

20. Describe any source(s) ofnoisefrom yourproject tltat may affect tile surrounding area: Construction

and drilling will create noise. See Attachment #20 for details.

21. Describe any source(s) ofnoise in tile area tllat may affectyour project: Applicant does not expect area noise to

effect the project.

22. Describe tile probable source(s) ofair pollutionfromyourproject:_S_ee_Att_a_c_hm_e_n_t_#2_2 _

23. Proposed source ofwater:
(!)private well .o community system!--name: --"'O-"-v:.::.E~R.:..:..•.:.:..'""'••.:.:..:....:....-
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24. Anticipated volume ofwater to be used (gallons per dayy: 8,000 to 10,000 gallons/day

25. Proposed method ofliquid waste disposal:

( ) septicsys!emlindividual see Attachment #25
( ) community system!-name ----------------

26 E
· d I ifl"d /. II J ,12 1,200 to 1,900 gallons/day for 20 to 25 day drilling period.

. stlmate vo ume 0 IqUl waste Iga ons per uay, : --------------

A
.. d /. ifl"d .. Fresh water mixed with earthen cuttings, betonite, barioum sulfate, calcium carbonate.27. ntlclpate typels) 0 IquI waste: - --- - ----

28. Anticipated type(s) ofhazardous waste~: _N_o_n_e _
29. Anticipated volume ofhazardous wastes2: _N__o__n_e _

2 If found, will use 22 CCR 66261.3 and disposal by a licensed hazardous wasle handler.
30. Proposed method ofhazardous waste disposal : _

31. Anticipatedtype(s) ofsolid waste: see Attachment #31
32. Allticipated amount ofsolid waste (tons or cubic yards per day): see AAttachment #32.

33 A t" t d if I 'lib I d/,b' d J ,I See Attachment #33.• II IClpa e amount 0 waste tltat WI e recyc e I tons or cu IC yar s per uay/: _

34. Proposed method ofsolid waste disposal: see Attachment #34
35. Fire protection district(s) serving this area: _C_.....F_D_._·_Z_o_._n_e__2 --- ---- ---
36. Has a previous application bem processed 011 this site? Ifso, list title and date: _

Well Permit, filed February 1967. The well was plugged and abandoned.

37. Do you have any underground storage tanks (except septic tanks)? Yes'--__ No X
38. Ifyes, are they currently in use? Yes Noo _

To THE BESTOFMYKNO~EGOINGINFORMATION IS.TRU.\f/¥IF!
SIG~ Combs . D TE 7 '

rhe Termo Company

1Refer to Development Services and Capital Projects Conference Checklist
2For assistance, contact Environmental Health System, (559) 600-3357
3For County Service Areas or Waterworks Districts, contact the Resources Division, (559) 600-4259

(Revised 12/14/18)
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NOTICE AND ACKNOWLEDGMENT

INDEMNIFICATIONAND DEFENSE

The Board ofSupervisors has adopted a policy that applicants should be made aware that they may he
responsible for participating in the defense ofthe County in the event a lawsuit is filed resulting from the
CO/fIlfJ"s adion .oil yourproject. .You may be requiredtoenter into anagree1ltellt to in~eltI1lifJ'lfn1defend

the County ifit appears likely that litigation could result from tlte County's action. Tlte agreement would
require thatyou deposit an appropriate security upon notice tltat a lawsuit has been filed. In tlte event that
you fail to comply witlt the provisions oftlte agreement, the County may rescind its approval ofthe project.

STATE FISHAND WILDLIFE FEE

State law requires that specified fees (effective January 1, 2019: $3,271.00 for an EIR; $2,354.75 for a
MitigatedlNegative Declaration) be paid to the Califomia Department ofFish and Wildlife (CDFW)for
projects wlticlt must be reviewedfor potential adverse effect on wildlife resources. The County is required
to col/ect the fees on behalfofCDFW. A $50.00 Itandling fee will also be charged, as providedfor ill tI,e
legislation, to defray a portiollofthe COUllty'S costs for col/ectillg thefees.

Thefol/owillg projects are exemptfrom thefees:

1. AI/projects statutorily exemptfrom the provisiolls ofCEQA (California Ellvironmelltal Quality Act).

2. All projects categorically exempt by regulations o/the Secretary ofResources (State of California)
from the requiremmt to prepare ellvironmelltal documellts.

A fee exemptioll may be issued by CDFW for eligible projects determilled hy tha/agency to Itave "110

effect 011 wildlife." That determitlatioll must he provided ill advancefromCDFWto the COUllty attlle
request of the applicallt. You may wish to call the local office of CDFW at (559) 222-3761 ifyou need
more information.

UpOIl completioll ofthe Illitial Study you will be Ilotified oftlte applicable fee. Payment ofthe fee will be
required before your project will be forwarded to the project allalyst for scheduling of allY required
hearillgs alldfilial processing. The fee will be refunded iftlte project should be dellied by tlte County.

ate Iift/t/1
Ralph Combs
The Termo Company

G:\ \4360DM&PLN\PROJSEC\PROJDOCS\TEMPLATES\lS-CEQA TEMPLATES\lNmALSWDYApP.DOTX
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ATTACHMENT

Initial Study Application
Pre-Application Review No. 39681

19. Transportation Details.

The following tables layout the anticipated trips for the Site Preparation and Drilling Phases ofthe Project.

Trips for Pre-Drilling Activity

RoundTrip
Duration

Total
Description Number Distance

(days)
Miles Notes

(miles) Driven

Passenger Car/Truck Roundtrips
6 TBD 1 TBD

Staff visits from construction thru drilling and
(Termo) completion

Passenger Car/Truck Roundtrips
2 TBD 1 TBD Site survey / Well staking -landmark

(Survey - well staking)

Passenger Car/Truck Roundtrips
1 TBD i TBD Construction staking - Landmark

(Survey - construction staking)

Trips for Site Preparation Activity

RoundTrip
Duration

Total
Description Number Distance

(days)
Miles Notes

(miles) Driven

Water Truck 1 TBD 3 TBD

Passenger Car/Truck Roundtrips 2 TBD 5 TBD Crew

Heavy Truck/Semi 1 TBD 2 TBD Haul equipment to / from contractors' yard

Heavy Truck/Semi 1 TBD 2 TBD Haul equipment to / from contractors' yard

Trips for Drilling Activity

RoundTrip
Duration

Total
Description Number Distance

(days)
Miles Notes

(miles) Driven

Water Truck (Heavy Duty) 2 TBD 20 TBD

Water Truck (Dust Control) 1 TBD 20 TBD

Passenger Car/Pickup Trucks (Light
8 TBD 20 TBD

Duty)

Heavy Duty Trucks (Normal
4 TBD 10 TBD Kenai or Ensign

Operations)

Heavy Duty Trucks (Mobilization
18 TBD 2 TBD Kenai or Ensign

and Demobilization of Equipment)

Heavy Duty Trucks (Diesel Fuel
2 TBD 4 TBD

Delivery for Drill Rig)

Heavy Duty Trucks (Casing
3 TBD 2 TBD

Cementing)

Heavy Duty Trucks (Other) 2 TBD 1 TBD

Heavy Duty Trucks (Services and
4 TBD 3 TBD

Delivery)

Pre-Application Review No. 39681
CUP
APN: 050-130-75S
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The following tables layout the anticipated maximum trips for the Completion / Testing and Production
Phases of the Project, should this portion of the Project occur.

Trips for Testing and Completion Activity

RoundTrip
Duration

Total
Description Number Distance

(days)
Miles Notes

(miles) Driven

Pick-up Truck 3 TBD 10 TBD

Downhole Pump Install 2 TBD 1 TBD

Other Completion Work 3 TBD 1 TBD

Heavy Duty Truck (Oil Transport) 1 TBD TBD TBD

Trips for Building Production Facility and Pipeline

RoundTrip
Duration

Total
Mobile Sources Number Distance

(days)
Miles Notes

(miles) Driven

Water Truck 1 TBD 5 TBD

Pickup Truck - Dirt Work 2 TBD 15 TBD Crew

Pickup Truck - Construction 3 TBD 30 TBD Crew

Heavy Truck/Semi 3 TBD 8 TBD Haul tanks and equipment

Heavy Truck/Semi 1 TBD 2 TBD Haul equipment to / from contractor yard

Heavy Truck/Semi 1 TBD 2 TBD Haul equipment to /from contractor yard

....

Tripsfor Daily Production

RoundTrip
Duration

Total
Mobile Sources Number Distance

(days)/yr
Miles Notes

(miles) Driven

Passenger Pick-up Truck 1 TBD 365 TBD

Other Heavy Work Truck 5 TBD 15 TBD

Heavy Duty Truck (Oil Transport) 1 TBD TBD TBD Dependent on well success

The Project proposes to use existing access roads and ingress / egress from Highway 145. No
additional roads, driveways, or other alterations are expected to be necessary.

Pre-Application Review No. 39681
CUP
APN: 050-130-75S
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20. Describe sources of noise from the project that may affect the
surrounding area.

Construction and drilling are the two activities that will create. noise during the Project development.

Noise - Construction

Operation of construction related equipment will generate noise. The United States Environmental
Protection Agency has fou~d that the noisiest equipment types operating at construction.sitest)'pically ra~ge

from 88 dBA to 101 dBA at a distance of 50 feet. The following table lists noise levels typically generated
by construction equipment that may be used during the Site Preparation Phase.

Type of Equipment Typical Sound level (dBA at 50 feet)

Generator 76
lAir Compressor 81
Pneumatic Tools 85
Backhoe 85
Excavator 86
Dozer 87
Front-End loader 88
Dump Truck 88
::>craper 88

Based on sound levels presented in the above table, equipment associated with the construction of the
drilling site. could produce noise levels in excess .of 88 dBA at a distance of 50 feet from the site.
However, the nearest residence is located approximately 3,600 feet northeast from the proposed project
site. Using an attenuation algorithm of 6 dBAper doubling ofdistance (accepted technical standard),
maximum outdoor noise levels are expected to be approximately 50.85dBA at the nearest residence.

Noise - Drilling

Operation of the drilling rig will produce noise. Termo has conducted noise studies using one of the
drilling rigs proposed for this project. The following table gives the results ofthis noise study:

Direction from Unit

Distance East (Next to the South (Next to

North generators) Pumps) West

50 feet 101 102 98 99
100 feet 91 90 89 89
200 feet 88 86 84.5 85.5

400 feet 81.3 83.5 77 81

800 feet 71.2 72 70.2 71.2

1,000 feet 67.5 68 68 69.3

1,400 feet 63.5 62.5 63.4 62.2
Sound survey measurements presented in dBA

Based on sound levels presented in the above table, equipment associated with the drilling of the well
could produce noise levels in excess of 102 dBA at a distance of 50 feet and 63.5 dBA at a distance of
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1,400 feet from the site. The nearest residence is located approximately 3,600 feet northeast from the
proposed project site. Using the accepted attenuation algorithm of 6 dBA per doubling of distance, the
noise level at the residence located in Five Points could be approximately 55.3 dBA.

It is worth noting that the project is adjacent to Highway 145 and the closest possible sensitive receptor
is in Five Points near the intersection ofHighways 145 and 269. No background noise studies have been
conducted in the area, but due to the proximity to the highway and the industrial activity in Five Points,
background noise could be expected to be higher than in other rural areas.

Noise from daily production activities will be. consistent with background noise.in the area and
would include personal vehicles, equipment operations, and mechanical or plumbing type work.

22. Describe the probable source(s) of air pollution from the Project.

Aspects of site construction, drilling, and oil production can produce pollution. However, the
polluting aspects of these activities are regulated by both the California Air Resources Board
(CARB) and the San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control District (SJVAPCD).

Emissions

Site construction and drilling utilize diesel powered .heavy equipment. All on-road heavy duty
trucks will be compliant with CARBs level 3 or greater emissions controlsor other applicable diesel
retro-fit regulations. The diesel generators and power sources for the drilling rig are PERP
registered.

Production emissions are prevented through regular inspections and the use of a LeakDetection
and Repair Program (lDAR). Production tanks will be outfitted with vapor recovery to prevent
fugitive emissions.

Dust

Site preparation activities and truck traffic during the drilling phase may produce dust. The applicant
proposes the following to mitigate this possibility:

• Water all active road and construction areas as needed to reduce or eliminate dust from traffic and
construction.

• Cover all trucks hauling soil, sand or other loose materials or require all trucks to maintain at least two
feet of freeboard:
Actively apply water for dust control during the drilling phase.
Apply a soil binder, gravel, or other material for dust mitigation

During the production phase, vehicle trips to the site may produce dust. Typically a maximum ofone truck
trip per day will be required to inspect the well during its producing life. Dust created by this daily visit
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will be minimal as applicant expects to gravel the small portion ofroad necessary to access the production
site.

Odor

Emissions resulting from the operation ofdiesel-powered generators used to power drilling equipment
may produce odors. However, these activities are short term and temporary in nature, The drill site is
over three-quarters of a mile from the nearest residence and any odors produced will be sharply
diminished by the distance oftravel. Additionally, odors are an unwelcome part ofdaily operations and
Termo actively works to prevent them.

25. Proposed method of liquid waste disposal

Liquid waste would be excess water separated from the drilling mud during the drilling process and that
volume ofwaste is expected to be approximately 1,200 to 1,900 gallons per day. All liquid waste will be
stored in covered, leak prooftanks. The liquid waste will be transported to a licensed disposal facility used
primarily for the disposal of oil exploration waste at the end ofthe Drilling Phase.

Liquid waste produced during the drilling, testing, and completion program is tested for hazardous criteria
prior to shipping and disposal. Any waste exhibiting the characteristics of a hazardous waste, will be
handled (stored, transported, and disposed of) according to CCR Title 22, Division 4.5, Environmental
Health Standards for the Management of Hazardous Waste.

Chemical toilets will be used onsite during the Drilling and Testing Phase and all sewlige will be
transported off site to an appropriate licensed disposal facility.

31. Anticipated types of solid waste

Solid waste from the site preparation phase of the Project will consist ofplant material from the removal of
the orchard trees. The landowner and Applicant will work together to manage this plant material ensuring
it is diverted from landfill.

Solid waste from the drilling phase ofthe Project will consist of earthen cuttings, dehydrated drilling mud,
and excess cement.

Solid waste from the completion and testing phase (if applicable) will consis~ of dehydrated mud.

Solid waste from the production facility construction phase (ifapplicable) will consist of scrap metal,
wiring, cement, and other construction debris.
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32. Estimated volume of solid waste per day

The estimated volume of plant material from the site preparation phase is unknown. Between 128
and 144 trees are anticipated to be removed for the initial site preparation. If the exploratory well
is successful another 40 trees would be removed. No soil material is expected to be removed from
the site for either phase.

The estimated volume of earthen cuttings and dehydrated drilling mud generated per day of
drilling (20 day period) is approximately 1,500 Ibs.

The estimated volume of waste cement from this phase is estimated to be between 4,000 Ibs. and
12,600 Ibs. The cement waste is generated over the span of three to four days and not during the
entirety of the Project. Cement waste is dependent on down-hole variables but the Applicant
endeavors to not exceed 12,600 Ibs.

The estimated volume of solid waste, consisting primarily of drilling mud generated during the
Completion and Testing Phase, is not expected to exceed 550 Ibs. per day over a 7 day period.

Solid waste volume from the construction of the production facility is unknown.

33. Anticipated amount of waste to be recycled

Applicant will work with the agricultural company to divert and recycle the trees .and vegetation
removed from the site. Past practice has included chipping and the creation of mulch material or
diversion for fire and bbq wood.

Drilling mud is re-used and recycled throughout the drilling process as much as possible. Liquid
separated from the mud and cuttings is also. recycled and continued to be used as much as
possible.

Waste generated from the site construction for the production phase will be managed in
accordance with the Construction Waste Reduction Disposal and Recycling requirements in CCR
Title 24, Part 11 (2016).
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34. Proposed method of solid waste disposal

Applicant will workwith the agricultural company to divert and recycle the trees and vegetation
removed from the site.

All earthen cuttings will be separated from the mud system, de-watered and stored on the
location in half round bins. All liquid waste is stored in covered, leak proof tanks. The. cuttings will
then be hauled to a licensed waste disposal facility that handles non-hazardous waste. The drilling
mud will be treated the same way. Cement will be managed as required by law.

Solid waste generated from the site construction for the production phase will be managed in
accordance with the Construction Waste Reduction Disposal and Recycling CCR Title 24, Part 11
(2016).

END OF ATTACHMENT
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