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Step 2: Preliminary review of the Project and determination of exemption. 

14 CCR§ 15061 . REVIEW FOR EXEMPTION (as amended December 28, 2018): 

(a) Once a lead agency has determinecl that an activity is a pro;ect sub;ect to CEQA, a 
Lead Agency shall determine whether the pro;ect is exempt from CEQA 

(b) a project is exempt from CEQA if.' 

(2) The project is exempt pursuant to a categorical exemption and the application 
of that categorical exemption is not barred by one of the exceptions set forth in 
Section 15300. 2 

The Project Description was developed (please see letter dated 08/30/2019), all potential 
exemptions were reviewed, and discussions occurred with Self-help Enterprises. It was 
determined that the Project is exempt from CEQA pursuant to a categorical exemption. 

Step 3: Confirm the Project is categorically exempt, determine which categorical 
exemption applies, and confirm the Project meets the requirements of said exemption. 

It was determined that the Project is exempt under 14 CCR §15301 (Existing Facilities). 

14 CCR§ 15301 . EXISTING FACILITIES (as amended December 28, 2018): 

Class 1 consists of the operation, report, maintenance, permitting, leasing, licensing, or minor 
alteration of existing public or private structures, facilities, mechanical equipment, or 
topographical features, involving negligible or no expansion of existing or former use. The types 
of "existing facilities" itemized within this section are not intended to be a/I-inclusive of the types of 
which might fall within Class 1. They key consideration is whether the project involves negligible 
or no expansion of use. 

Examples include but are not limited to: 

(b) Existing facility of both investor and publicly owned utilities use to provide electric 
power, natural gas, sewerage, or other public utility services. 

The Project is a water connection project. The necessary infrastructure is already in place and 
needs only minor modifications to be functional. The improvements are minor in nature and would 
result in negligible or no expansion of use. Therefore, the exemption is applicable. 
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Step 4: Evaluate whether there any potential exceptions to the exemption. 

14 CCR§ 15300.2 EXCEPTIONS (as amended December 28, 2018): 

(a) Location. Classes 3, 4, 5, 6, and 11 are qualified by consideration of where the project 
is to be located - a project that is ordinarily insignificant in its impact on the environment 
may in a particularly sensitive environment be significant. Therefore, these classes are 
considered to apply all instances, except where the project may impact on an 
environmental resource of hazardous or critical concern where designated, precisely 
mapped, and officially adopted pursuant to law by federal, state, or local agencies. 

(b) Cumulative Impact. All exemptions for these classes are inapplicable when the 
cumulative impact of successive projects of the same type in the same place, over time is 
significant. 

(c) Significant Effect. A categoncal exemption shall not be used for an activity where 
there is a reasonable possibility that the activity will have a significant effect on the 
environment due to unusual circumstances. 

(d) Scenic Highways. A categorical exemption shall not be used for a project which may 
result in damage to scenic resources, including but not limitecl to, trees, historic buildings, 
rock outcroppings, or similar resources, within a highway officially designated as a state 
scenic highway. This does not apply to improvements which are required as mitigation by 
an adopted negative declaration or certified EIR. 

(e) Hazardous Waste Sites. A Categorical Exemption shall not be used for a project 
located on a site which is included on any list compiled pursuant to Section 65962. 5 of 
the Government Code. 

(f) Historical Resources. A Categorical exemption shall not be used for a project which 
may cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of a historical resource. 

(a) The Project is located on the Orosi High School campus, within footprints of previously 
disturbed area, and would result in minimal contact with vegetation. The location would not be 
considered an applicable exception to the exemption. 

(b) The Project would not result in any reasonably foreseeable cumulative impacts. The Project is 
a water connection project and would not require future projects that could result in a cumulative 
impact. Therefore, this would not be an applicable exception to the exemption. 

(c) There are no unusual circumstances that would result in a significant effect; therefore, this 
would not be an applicable exception to the exemption. 
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(d) According to the Caltrans ArcGIS database2 of scenic highways in California, the two closest 
scenic highways to Orosi High School are Highway 198 (postmiles 3.80-44.20) in Tulare County, 
and highway 180 (postmiles 78-112.10) in Fresno County. Highway 198 is over 15 miles south of 
Orosi High School and Highway 180 is over 12 miles north. No improvements would be made 
along any designated scenic highways; therefore, this is not considered an exception to the 
exemption. 

(e) According to the Department of Toxic Substances Control's EnviroStor Database3
, there are 

no hazardous waste sites located at Orosi High School. There are other clean up sites adjacent 
to the Project site. Approximately 0.5 miles north of the site, at El Monte Middles School, a school 
investigation occurred in connection with purchasing the site; a determination of "no further 
action" was made 6/23/2004. Approximately 0.57 miles southwest of Orosi High School, an active 
clean up site was identified due to underground storage tanks. The nature of the Project and 
proposed improvements include minimal ground disturbance and all disturbance would occur in 
locations of previous disturbance. The potential for release of air emissions is minimal. Therefore, 
this would not be an applicable exception to the exemption. 

(f) According to the California Historical Resources list 4 for Tulare county, the only historical 
resource in the City of Orosi is the Orosi Branch Library, which is located 0.25 miles south of 
Orosi High School. None of the proposed improvements would impact or result in impacts to the 
library. Therefore, this would not be an applicable exception to exemption. 

Conclusion 

Based on the above findings, a CEQA Notice of Exemption (NOE) is the appropriate document to 
prepare for the Project. 

BLAIR, CHURCH & FLYNN CONSUL TING ENGINEERS 

~~ 
Kristian Calma, PE 
Project Engineer 

2 California Department of Transportation. (2017, February). California Eligible and officially designated scenic highway 
routes designated by the California Scenic Highway Program. Retrieved from 
https ://www.arcgis.com/home/webmap/viewer. html?useExisting= 1 &layers=f0259b 1 ad0fe4093a5604c9b838a486a 

3 Department of Toxic Substances Control. (2019). Envirostor Database. Retrieved from 
https://www.envirostor.dtsc.ca.gov/public/ 

• Californ ia Offfice of Historic Presevation. (2019). Historical Resources in Tulare County. Retrieved from 
http://www.ohp.parks .ca.gov/ListedResources/?view=county&criteria=54 
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