
Notice of Exemption Appendix E 

To: Office of Planning and Research 
P.O. Box 3044, Room 113 
Sacramento, CA 95812-3044 

From: (Public Agency) : CA Dept of Water Resources 

2440 Main Street 

Red Bluff, CA 96080 
County Clerk 

County of: _______ _ 

Project Title: Roberti Monitoring Well Installation Project 

Project Applicant: California Department of Water Resources 

Project Location - Specific: 

(Address) 

The project is located on the Roberti Ranch property, located within the Sierra Valley approximately 5 miles 
southwest of the town of Vinton in Plumas County. (Latitude: 39°46'39.80"N, Longitude: 120°16'5.79"W) 

Project Location - City: Vinton Project Location - County: _P_lu_m_a_s ______ _ 

Description of Nature, Purpose and Beneficiaries of Project: 
DWR is proposing to install a multi-completion groundwater elevation observation well, which will be 
incorporated into the larger Sierra Valley Basin groundwater elevation monitoring program, future subsidence 
monitoring network, and the Sierra Valley Basin Sustainable Groundwater Management Plan. 

Name of Public Agency Approving Project: California Department of Water Resources 

Name of Person or Agency Carrying Out Project: California Department of Water Resources 

Exempt Status : (check one): 

□ Ministerial (Sec . 21080(b)(1 ); 15268) ; 

□ Declared Emergency (Sec. 21080(b)(3) ; 15269(a)); 

□ Emergency Project (Sec. 21080(b)(4); 15269(b)(c)); 
lEI Categorical Exemption. State type and section number: 15306- Information Collection 

□ Statutory Exemptions. State code number: ___________________ _ 

Reasons why project is exempt: 
The installation of the monitoring well will be used to measure groundwater elevations. Proposed activities 
are not anticipated to impact any environmental resources, including scenic resources, cultural resources or 
special status plants or wildlife species. The project will not result in any significant impact to the environment. 

Lead Agency 
Contact Person: Brian Humphrey 

------------ Area Code/Telephone/Extension: (530) 529-7307 

If filed by applicant: 
1. Attach certified document of exemption finding . 
2. Has a Notice of Exemption been filed by the public agency approving the project?. IBl Yes □ No 

Signature: ~ ~ Date: 7 / ~/l'7 Title : Environmental Scientist 

IBl Signed by Lead Agency IBl Signed by Applicant 

Authority cited: Sections 21083 and 21110, Public Resources Code. 
Reference : Sections 21108, 21152, and 21152.1 , Public Resources Code. 

Date Received for filing at OPR: _____ _ 
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA- CALIFORNI A NATURAL RESO UR CES AG ENCY 

DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES 
NORTHERN REGION OF FI CE 
2440 MAIN STREET 
RED BLUFF, CA 96080-2356 

September 6, 2019 

State Clearinghouse 
1400 Tenth Street 
Post Office Box 3044 
Sacramento, California 95812-3044 
E-mail: State.Clearinghouse@opr.ca.gov 

GAVIN NEWSOM, Governor 

Subject: CEQA Notice of Exemption - Roberti Monitoring Well Installation 

The purpose of this letter is to submit the enclosed California Environmental Quality Act 
(CEQA) Notice of Exemption form (Appendix E) and Determination Memo (form DWR 
1 00a) to install a multi-completion groundwater elevation observation well approximately 
5 miles southwest of the town of Vinton in Plumas County. The California Department 
of Water Resources is proposing to install the observation well on the property owned 
by Roberti Ranch Inc., located approximately 2.2 miles south of Highway 70. The 
Roberti multi-completion groundwater elevation observation well will be incorporated 
into the larger Sierra Valley groundwater elevation monitoring program and be one of 
the key groundwater elevation monitoring wells used as part of a future ground 
subsidence monitoring network and the Sierra Valley Basin Sustainable Groundwater 
Management Plan. 

The completed well will be drilled to a depth of approximately 1,000 feet and consist of 
three to four discrete monitoring zones to be determined by the site geologist/engineer 
after the completion of the test hole and down hole geophysical survey. The well will be 
drilled with a rotary drill rig and mud pump. Other necessary equipment onsite may 
include a pipe truck, water truck, cement truck, backhoe, front-end loader, and support 
vehicles. 

The proposed multi-completion groundwater elevation observation well installation is for 
information gathering purposes and falls under Categorical Exemption described in 
CEQA Guidelines §15306 for Information Collection (Class 6) . Proposed activities are 
not anticipated to result in any significant impact to the environment. 

If you have any questions or need additional information, please contact me at 
(530) 529-7307. 

Sincerely, ~ 

~ 

Brian Humphrey, Environmental Scientist 
Environmental Services Section 

Enclosures 



State of California DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES 

OFFICE MEMO 

TO: 

Debbie Spangler 
Engineering Geologist 
Northern Region Office 

FROM: Brian Humphrey 
Environmental Scientist 
Environmental Services Section 
Northern Region Office 

DATE: 

SUBJECT: 

California Natural Resources Agency 

August 26, 2019 

CEQA Notice of Exemption -
Roberti Monitoring Well Installation 

Project Location: The California Department of Water Resources (DWR), Northern Region Office is 
proposing to install a multi-completion groundwater elevation observation well in Sierra Valley approximately 
5 miles southwest of the town of Vinton in Plumas County (Figure 1 ). The observation well will be installed on 
the property owned by Roberti Ranch Inc. (APN 010-070-046-000), located approximately 2.2 miles south of 
Highway 70. The legal description is Section 11 of Township 22N, Range 15E based on the Reconnaissance 
Peak United States Geological Survey (USGS) 7.5' quadrangle. 

Purpose: The proposed multi-completion groundwater elevation observation well will be incorporated into the 
larger Sierra Valley Basin groundwater elevation monitoring program and be one of the· key groundwater 
elevation monitoring wells used as part of a future ground subsidence monitoring network and the Sierra 
Valley Basin Sustainable Groundwater Management Plan. 

Project Description: The completed well will be drilled to a depth of approximately 1,000 feet and consist of 
three to four discrete monitoring zones to be determined by the site geologist/engineer after the completion of 
the test hole and downhole geophysical survey. The well will be drilled with a rotary drill rig and mud pump. 
Other necessary equipment on site may include a pipe truck, water truck, cement truck, backhoe, front-end 
loader, and support vehicles . The following are steps involved with the proposed drilling process: 

1. An 8-inch diameter test hole will be drilled to a depth of approximately 1,000 feet. 
2. A downhole geophysics survey and well design will be completed based on the test hole, which will 

determine the number, depth, and type of casings and material to be placed within the well. 
3. The test hole will then be enlarged to approximately 18 inches in diameter to house three to four 2-inch 

PVC or steel casings placed at different depths with the deepest at approximately 1,000 feet. During 
the drilling operations, all drilling fluid (freshwater and bentonite) will be contained in a recirculation 
system with drilling cuttings separated with a shaker. 

4. Well casings will be placed in the hole at different depths and backfilled with sand and/or bentonite. 
When the mud is thinned for well construction , the excess drilling fluid will be pumped into a bermed 
area, measuring approximately 30 feet by 30 feet, depending on the volume of fluid . 

5. A sanitary seal will be installed at the surface, which will entail placing concrete and/or bentonite in the 
upper 20 feet of the hole. 

6. Fresh groundwater will then be circulated from the well to flush drilling fluid from the surface of the 
geologic formation and annular material. 

7. A four- to five-foot square concrete slab will be poured around the 2-inch well casings, which will be 
contained within 24- to 36-inch diameter steel well housing measuring approximately 3.5 feet in height 
with a locking lid . 

8. The excess drilling cuttings and mud will be disposed and stored on-site and used by the landowner. 

DWR 100a (Rev. 1/09) 
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9. The site will be cleaned of trash and debris, while equipment and materials will be removed . 

The proposed activities are anticipated to take three weeks to complete and are currently scheduled to take 
place during the fall of 2019 or spring/summer of 2020. 

Environmental Setting: The project area is situated at approximately 4,900 feet in elevation in a rural setting 
within the Sierra Valley. The topography is relatively flat across the basin floor, which serves as a flood plain 
to the neighboring Sierras. The entire project area has been previously disturbed and is currently being used 
·for the staging of vehicles, farm equipment, supplies, and alfalfa. A farm access road extends along the west 
side of the project limits with an irrigation ditch extending across the north end of the project limits (Figures 2 
and 3). The surrounding land use consists primarily of livestock grazing with several barn structures located 
to the south and a sand mining operation located north of the project area. No trees are located within or 
immediately adjacent to the project area, while vegetation within the project area consists primarily of non­
native ruderal grasses, such as alfalfa (Medicago sativa) and clover species (Trifolium sp.). 

Biological Resources: California Department of Fish and Wildlife's (CDFW's) California Natural Diversity 
Database (CNDDB) was used to create a map to depict special status plant and wild life species documented 
within ten miles of the project site (Figure 4). Based on a literature search and CDFW's CNDDB, a list of 
special status plant and wildlife species with the potential to occur within the project vicinity was compiled and 
evaluated (Appendices A and B). The project limits were surveyed on July 25, 2019 to identify any potential 
biological resources within and adjacent to the project area. As previously mentioned, the entire project area 
has been previously disturbed with vegetation consisting primarily of non-native ruderal grasses with no 
overstory vegetation within or immediately adjacent to the project area. 

Flora 
Wetlands and/or other Special Aquatic Habitats: 
No work will take place within any jurisdictional wetlands, waters of the U.S., or other special aquatic habitats. 

Invasive Plant Species: 
Proposed activities are not anticipated to be responsible for the introduction or the spread of existing noxious 
weeds . 

Special Status Plant Species: 
The project site was surveyed for rare or special status plant species. All proposed activities will take place 
on previously disturbed areas where there is low potential suitable habitat for special status or rare plant 
species to occur. The proposed project is not anticipated to impact special status or rare plant species 
(Appendix A). 

Fauna 
Special Status Bat Species: 
The foliage and/or bark of large trees and small crevices and/or cavities within the adjacent barn structures 
have the potential to provide day roosting habitat for several special status bat species, such as the silver­
haired bat (Lasionycteris noctivagens) , fringed myotis (Myotis thysanodes) , Yuma myotis (Myotis 
yumanensis), pallid bat (Antrozous pallidus) , and hoary bat (Lasiurus cinereus) . No large trees are located 
near the proposed drilling site, while the barn structures are located over 700 feet from the proposed drilling 
site. Therefore, no impacts to bat species are anticipated as a result of the proposed activities associated 
with the project. 

Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA) : 
Migratory birds, their occupied nests, and their eggs are protected under the Migratory Bird Treaty Act (16 
U.S.C. 703 et seq .); Title 50 Code of Federal Regulations part 10, and DFG Code Sections 3503, 3513, and 
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3800. The typical nesting window for migratory and special status bird species within the project area is from 
February 15 through August 31, which also includes nesting raptors. Since the project area and immediate 
adjacent areas are absent of any overstory vegetation, the project area does not provide suitable nesting 
habitat for many tree-nesting birds, including special status bird species, such as bald eagle (Haliaeetus 
Jeucocephalus), northern goshawk (Accipiter gentilis), red-tailed hawk (Buteo jamaicensis), willow flycatcher 
(Empidonax trail/ii), and Swainson's hawk (Buteo swainsom). The adjacent barn structures also provide· 
potential nesting habitat for several bird species, including cliff swallows (Petrochelidon pyrrhonota), but are 
located far enough away; the proposed drilling is not anticipated to affect their nesting behavior. In addition, 
ground nesting birds are not anticipated to nest within the project limits, since the project area has been 
previously disturbed and is actively used to stage farm equipment and materials. Proposed activities are not 
anticipated to affect nesting migratory birds, their occupied nests, or their eggs. 

Swainson's hawk (Buteo swainsom): 
The Swainson's hawk is a State threatened species, which typically nests between March 1 and August 1 in 
stands with few trees within juniper/sage, riparian, or oak savannah habitats. Grasslands adjacent to the 
project area provide potential foraging habitat, but no nesting habitat is located within or immediately adjacent 
to the project area. The nearest documented Swainson's hawk nest is located approximately 6.8 miles 
northeast of the project site. Since no potential nesting habitat is located near the proposed activities, the 
proposed project is not anticipated to impact Swainson's hawks. 

Greater Sandhill Crane (Grus canadensis tabida) 
The greater sandhill crane is a State threatened species, which historically nested in the northeastern portion 
of California, while wintering in wetland habitats within the Central Valley. Nesting generally takes place in 
remote areas of large mounds of wetland plants, in shallow water, ideally on small islands screened by tall 
vegetation. Foraging habitat includes meadows, irrigated pastures, grain fields, bogs, fens, marshes, and 
nearby fields with potential food sources consisting of a variety of grains and seeds as well as aquatic 
invertebrates, insects, small reptiles, amphibians, eggs, and rodents. The closest nesting pair has been 
documented approximately 4.5 miles west of the project area. No suitable nesting habitat is located within or 
immediately adjacent to the project area. Therefore, the proposed activities are not anticipated to affect 
greater sandhill cranes. · 

Biological Resources Summary: 
Proposed activities associated with the project are not anticipated to result in impacts to sensitive habitats or 
special status plant or wildlife species. 

Cultural Resources: No historic or prehistoric cultural resources were recorded within a quarter mile of the 
project site, while no cultural resources were recorded or observed during a field survey conducted on 
July 25, 2019. The proposed project and associated activities will have no effect on cultural resources. 

Should any of the above project plans be modified to include work that will disturb the ground surface in areas 
not reviewed by this memo, additional studies will. be required. If cultural resources are uncovered while 
engaging in construction activities, all work will temporarily cease until the findings can be assessed by a 
qualified archaeologist and an appropriate course of action can be determined. Should human remains be 
uncovered, all work must stop immediately, and the County coroner must be contacted pursuant to California 
Health and Safety Code 7050.5(b). 

Greenhouse Gas Emissions 
In an effort to reduce its impact on the environment, DWR has developed the Greenhouse Gas Emissions 
Reduction Plan (GGERP) to guide its project development and decision making with respect to energy use 
and Greenhouse Gas (GHG) emissions. The GGERP provides an analysis of GHG emissions from most 
DWR activities. In most cases, DWR projects that are completing CEQA documents can rely on the GGERP 
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analysis when analyzing project impacts for GHG emissions. DWR projects that use outside contractors to 
complete work for DWR must inventory emissions from the activities of these contractors. Project GHG 
emissions were estimated, analyzed, and determined to be consistent with DWR's GGERP, and the 
greenhouse gases emitted by the project are covered by t~e plan's analysis. 

Hazardous Waste: The Cortese List is a compilation of contaminated sites identified by the California State 
Water Resource Control Board; active, closed, and inactive landfills identified by the Integrated Waste 
Management Board; and hazardous waste sites identified by the Department of Toxic Substances Control 
(DTSC). This list was reviewed as part of the initial screening for the project, and the proposed project is not 
within or impacting any site on the Cortese List. 

Permits: No regulatory permits (U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Regional Water Quality Control Board, or 
California Department of Fish and Wildlife) will be required since the proposed activities will not impact 
wetlands and/or riparian vegetation, place fill within or dredge material from waters of the U.S., or substantially 
change the streambed or streambank. 

Conservation Measures I Best Management Practices: 
1. If previously unidentified cultural materials are revealed during project-related activities, work shall be 

halted in the immediate vicinity until a qualified archaeologist can assess the significance of the find. 
An additional archaeological survey may be required if the project limits expand beyond the area 
reviewed for cultural resources. If human remains are uncovered, all work must stop immediately, and 
the County coroner must be contacted pursuant to California Health and Human Safety Code 
7050.5(b). 

2. Hazardous materials associated with construction activities must be stored and used in accordance with 
practices that prevent them from polluting receiving waters. 

3. Equipment must be kept in good working order and any petroleum or lubricant spills must be cleaned up 
immediately and reported to Northern Region Office, Environmental Services Section. 

4. All trash and debris must be removed at the end of the project. 

Summary: The proposed project is not anticipated to impact any environmental resources, including scenic 
resources, cultural resources, hazardous waste sites, sensitive habitats, and special status plants or wildlife 
species. Overall, proposed activities are not anticipated to result in any significant impact to the environment. 

Name of Public Agency Approving Project: California Department of Water Resources 

Name of Person or Agency Implementing Project: California Department of Water Resources 

Reasons Why Project is Exempt: 
• Categorical Exemption 15306. Information Collection (Class 6): Exempts basic data collection, 

research, experimental management, and resource evaluation activities that do not result in major 
disturbances to an environmental resource. 

Lead Agency Contact Person and Phone: Brian Humphrey (530) 529-7307 

Signature: _____________ _ Date: ----------------
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Figure 1. 
Location Map 
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Figure 2. 
Environmental Study Limits 
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Figure 3. Property Photos 
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Appendix A. 

Potential Special Status Plant Species Table 
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fScientific Name 

Common Name 

.istraga/u; lemmonii 

Lemmon'~ milk-,·etch 

.,l;tragalu: l•mifonnis 

len,-pod milk-ntch 

.. ,farragalu; pub ifsra tJ ,·ar. 

pul:ifera• 
Puhifer'o milk-,·otch 

Crepiz n mcinata 

fiddleJfhawksbeJtd 

Cymopreru: globo;u; 

iµobo,e cymopte=. 

Erigsron earo,zii ,·a r. 11e.,·adi11cola 

N .. -.dJ dJisy 

Hy m&110X)': lm ,monii 

alkili hymeno:<y:; 

[l.-e;ia ap6na ,·ar. apGTta 

Sim-a Valley h-e~i2 

Sierra Valley (Roberti Ranch) Monitoring Well Installation; August 5, 2019 

Legal Sratu, • 

Fedenl/StJte!CNPS Distnliution H,bitJt Associ, tion, 

FSSl- f! B.2 I..=, Plum,o, Modoc, Sha, t>. Gro.r B,oin oaub, Mud°"-, .md , .. p,, M=w >nd 
c.l\-amps (IJke shores). 4199 to i2 IS ft . Sim-a, Mono 

FSSI- IIB.2 Plumas Gn!J.t Basin :crubr Lower monane coni!Uou:. fo~t. 
Eh·. 4, 790-6,266 ft. Shillo"· bare, dry, , ·okanic , oili 
>mon; >Jg.brush and bunchgr.,s, , comes "1\-ith Jeffrey 
pines. 

FSSI- / IB.2 

--l- 12B.2 

--l- .12B.2 

_.,_ ,,B.3 

--r - ,.:.B.2 

FSSI-II B.2 

Lassen. Pluma: , Sierra Counti.~. NV Great B~ in ~crub, Lo\\·er monane conifero~ forest: 

Inyo. Mono, NV 

Mono, Phi=, . :NV. i:rr 

Pin yon and juniper woodland. 4265-5905 ft. Volcanic 
~ub:tnte, :ometimes in c.b.y; : .mdy or rocl.--y -:.oil 
often '\\-ith pin~ or ~ageb~h. 

Moh3\·ean de,ert scrub, Pinyon and juniper woodland 
/ me,ic, alblino 

Groat B,oin , aubisandy, open flat. 3937-7005 ft. 
Knol\'ll in Cilifomi2 from £ewer thm fi,-. occurrence>. 

LJ, sen. Plumas. Sietn. Placer. Ne,-adJ Groat B .. in oaub. lower monane coniferous fore>L 
Pinyon and jumper m,odlandlrocky. 4593-9514 feot. 

Siokiyou, ),!odoc, Pluma: , Sh>; t>, and Groat B,:in saub, lower monane coniferous fore:L 
Sierra Countio,. Mudo""' and seeps (oubJ!kiline coils). 800 • 3275 ft. 

L1!.~D. Pluma:.. Nevad.i . J.:c.d Sierra 
Countie:; 

Gtear B J.~in -:crub, lcm·er montme coci&ro~ forest. 
mudo"l\-s (somotimeo xmc), and pinyon and juniper 
woodland, u:u,.lly in !031Dy soils derived from 
volcmi~ . Gr.zy are.a:. n-ithin :.areb~ h ~b or 
other communities. 1,480-2,300 m.. 

Potenti:il to 

Identification Occur at tho 

Period (Bloomo) Project Site 

M,y-Aug None, no suitable 
h>bit>L 

May-Jul Modente 

May-Aug 

May-Jul 

MJt-Jun 

~h y-Jul 

Jun.Aug 

Jun-Sep 

Modente 

None, no ~uitable 
hJbitat 

Modente 

Lon•7 no suitable 
h>bitat. 

Lo-n·, no suitable 
h>biaL 

Modente 
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Scientific Name 

Commo:c.N3me 

~b-e;ia bail~ri , ·ar. baile)i 

B~ley's iYe!iiJ 

h ·e.:ia snirol~uC'o 

Plumas i'n~sia 

lv6Sia webbui 
Webber~ iY!:$ia 

Ju11cu; lucionsi; 

Santa Lucia d"•an rush 

Kobr11:;ia myo;uroid~.s 

~ffpkobr~ia. 

Loeflin:ia ;quarro;a l 'ar. 
arremisiarum 

,a:ebrush loeilinpa 

P e11;unnon sudar.s 

Su»nville buidton!lll• 

Sierra Valley (Roberti Ranch) Monitoring Well Installation; August 5, 2019 

Legal Stanu• 

Feder.u!State!CNPS 

-J - 12B .3 

--1- II B .2 

FSSl- l lB.1 

FSSI- / IB.2 

--1- 12B.2 

--/- 12B.2 

FSSJ-/ IB.2 

Di>tnbution 

Lassen, Pluma,, ID, NV, OR 

La.,.,,, Nenda, Placer, Plumas, and 
Siem Counties 

Plumas, La.sen, Siem, Nenda 

Lassen. Monterey. Modoc, Napa, 
Nevada.. Placer. Plum.as! Ri,·enide, 
Santa B.irlwa, San Benito, San Dieio, 
Shn ta. San Lui> Obispo 

Mono, ID. OR, 

Habitat A~!;ociario~ 

Lo-..-u montane cociferou:. fore>! (volcanic, rocky). 
4396 - S530 ft. Kno\\-n in California from 
approximately 15 occurrence>. Roel.,' volcanic 
outcrop~. 

Gnat B»in scrub, IO\\'er montane coniferous 
fore,1,moi>1 to dry rocl.,' meado-..-,., ,·ernal pools / 
,-em.illy me,ic, u..-ually on , ·olcanic soi1s. · Ele\·. 4298-
721 S ft. 

Great Ba~in :jQ'Ub on YolcWc as~ lov.·er montane 
coa.iferou:. fore,t, pinyon & juniper woodland/,andy 
or ='3\·elly. Rocky, ,·olcanic ooili. 32S0-
6S07ft.(Knowu in CA from only Sierra and Dog 
,-alloy,.) 

Chaparral. Great Bami Scrub, Lower monrane 
coa.iferouo forest, Meadows, vernal poo1s. Ephemenl 
draina~e, , "'!t meadow habitat, and stream.ides. 9S4-
6692ft. 

Alpine boulder and rock field (me.ic), Mudo-..-, 
(cubonate), Subalpine conikrous forest 

Inyo , Kem, La.sen, Lo:; Angele>, De>en dune,, Gnat Baoin scrub, Sonoran de.en scrub 
Plumas, San B•rnardion, NV, OR, WY. I ,andy. 55i7 - 5299 ft. 

La»en, Modoc, Plum» counties. 
Nevada 

Limited to area near Susanville! G.-eat b»in =-ub, 
Pinyon & Juniper woodland, Lo" -u m ontaine 
coniferous fore,t/ Open - often ,·olcanic, rocl.,' area. 
& ,ometim•• ro,dside, . 3937 - 7956 ft. 

Identification 

Period (Bloo=) 

May-Aug 

May-Oct 

May-Jul 

Apr-Jul 

Aug 

Apr-1\!,y 

Jun-Jul 
(Aui)(SEP) 

Potential to 

Occuutthe 

Project Site 

None, no suitable 
habibt 

Low, no ruitable 
habitat. 

Low, no suitable 

habitat. 

Low, 110 "1itable 
habitat 

None, no suitable 
habitat 

N one, no :.uit~ble 
habitat. 

None, no mitable 
habibt. 
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Sierra Valley (Roberti Ranch) Monitoring Well Installation; August 5, 2019 

Leia! Status• 

Scientific Name 

Common Name Fedei-.J/Sme!CNPS Distn1>ution Habitat A,oociations 

Po(vgonum poQ"!Oloidt-: z.p. 
~soraricum 

l\fodoc County knotweed 

Poramogaron epihydro: 

Nuttall', nl,bon-lta\"ed 
pond"·eed 

P)TTocoma lucida 

Sticky p)nocom• 

S ra11l.·y a ,iridiflora 

green-flowered pince'• plume 

; Sr:uu:. E.xpbn::uion.,;: 

Fedor2I 
= No , taru, definition. 

FSS = Forest Sen-ice sensitin specie, 

Stot• 

= No ,oru, definition. 

C,liforni> ::-,tin Pbnr Soci•t}· 

--1- /l B.3 

--/--12B.2 

--/- / IB.2 

--1--12B.3 

uztn, Modoc. Plumas, Sha,ta, Sie,n 

l\lodoc. Plumas. Shasta, El Donc:!o, 
l\laden, Mendocino, Mariposa, 
Tuolumne 

Plumas, Sie,n, u ,,..,,_ 311d Yuba 
Counties 

Great Ba~in sc.rub, Lower monane coniferous forest, 
Meado"-,; and ,eepo. ed~ of ,easonal lakes 311d 
ponds \\-ith Deschampsia, ~a,-:,n-eti;i, etc .. Vemal 
poob . 2903-5545 ft. 

l\br..hes 311d °''·amp, (a» orted ;hallo\\· freshwater). 
1211-7126ffft. 

Lov;u montme coniferous foret, meadol\~ & :.eep~. 
Alkaline flats, clay ,oili. 2296-6397 ft. (California: 
non \\-etbnd and yellow pine fore<t) 

u o<en, Plumao, ID. NV, OR, UT, V-JY G<ear Basin oaub (white a:h depo,ie). 4265-52.;9 ft. 

Identification 

Period (Bloom,) 

May-Sep 

Jul-Sept 

Jul-Aug 

May-Aug 

Potential to 

Occuratihe 

Project Site 

Low, no suitable 
habitat. 

None, no suitable 
habitat. 

Modente 

None, no suitable 
habitat. 
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Common Name 

Scientific Name 

We, tm, bumble bee 

Bornbu:; ocddemali: 

Si!.-er-luired bat 

La;ionyc-re,i; noctivags11; 

Spotted bat 

Euderma n1aculatum 

Sierra Valley (Roberti Ranch) Monitoring Well Installation; August 5, 2019 

Leg•! Staiu> • 

Federal/State 

FSS/-

--/SC 

Distnoution Habitat As,ocutions 

Historically from the Pacific coast 10 the As,ocuted food plant include meliloru,. cmium, trifolium, 
Colorado R.ocl.,• Mountains; se·,·ere decline centaure>. chry,othamnu,. and erioll:onum. 
,not of the Sie.-n Casc•de Crest, bur 
populations are knou'U from the Gre>t 
Bcin, the R.ocl.,· Mountains and Ahsk•. 

Co=! and montane fore>t> from the Pr-imarily • coastal and montane fore,r dn·eller, feeding 
Orei,on border south along the coast to San o,·er streams, pond>, and open bru,:hy area>. Roosts in 
Francisco Bay and alon~ the Sierra Ne,-eda hollow tree; (abondoned woodpeclter hole,), =~. 
and Great Basin repon to Inyo County. building>, rock cre,-ices, cans, and under ban:. 

Th.e species bas • scattered clistnoution 
througout C>liforni.l. R.ecorcb indicate the 
species found is in Kern Couniy (Red 
R.ock Canyon State Pm, Indian Welli 

The species inhabit • , ·ariety of habitat ranpng from 
belon· , ea level in the desens of California to as hip, as !he 
coniferous fores t at 9800ft. The species fora,e in arid or 
Ponderosa Pine, forest> and marshland,. They roost in ,mall 

Valley), Rn·erside County (Mecca), Inyo crack, found in cliffs and ,rony outcrop,. 
County (Owens Valley). Recent sun·e;·, 
re,-ul that se,·er>l mounrain , ires in Slusta 
and Siskiyou counties are occupied by the 
species. lndi,-idu>ls occur in the Sierra 
Neyada repon are found between 3500-
4000 ft in ele,·ation, but auditory dictation 
indicates that the species could occur up to 
8500ft. Other auditory detections chim 
that indi,-idu>ls hn-e been heard from Mt. 
Palomar in San Diego County and near 
Bishop, Inyo County. An actual rOO>t cite 
n·» dbcO\·ered in tho cliff, at Owen's 
George, Mono County. 

?orenti>l to 

Occur•! the 
Project Site 

Lo"·· 

Low, adjacent 
, trucrures could 

proi,-ide porenrial 
day roo>rint< habitat. 

None~ no ~uitable 
habitit. 
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Common Name 

Scientific Name 

Bald Eagle 

Haliaeeru. 16ucocepl:a/u; 

S•o;aill,on's Hawk 

Butoo swairuoni 

Northem w.hawk (North American pop.) 

_,/.ccipitu gmtilis 

Sierra Valley (Roberti Ranch) Monitoring Well Installation; August 5, 2019 

Legal Status• 

Federal/State 

DL'E.FP 

BCOT 

FSS/SC 

Distribution 

Nests in Sbkiyou, Modoc, Trinity, Sha.ta, 
Lassm. Plumas, Butte_ Tehama, Lake, and 
Mendocino Counties ad in the Lake 
T>hoe Basin; reintroduced into «ntral 
coast. Winter range includes the re.t of 
Califomia, el<cept the southu,tm, deserts, 
,·e,y hi~ altitudes in the Sierras, and east 
of the Sierra Ne\-ada south of Mono 
County; range e:o<panding 

Lower Sacramento and San Joaquin 
Valleys. the Klamath Basin, and Butte 
Valley; hi~est nesting densities occur 
near Da,-is and Woodlmd, Yolo Couniy 

Permanent resident in the Klamath and 
Ca.:;c,ade iuni;es, in the north Coast 
iuni::es &om Del Norte County to 
Mendocino County, and in the Siem 
Nenda south to Kern County. Winter. in 
Modoc, L»sm. !lfo110, and northem Inyo 
Countie.. 

Habitat Associations 

In western North America.. nem and rooots in coniferous 
forests ..,-;thin 5249 ft or a mile of a lake, reser>·oir, stream, 
or the ocean. Breeding seasons are betv.-.en January and 
July or Augus,t. 

Nests in oaks or cottonwoods in or near riparian habitats; 
forages in p-a,sland<, irrigated pa<tures, and grain fields 

Nests and roosts in older stands of red fir, Jeffrey pine, 
lodgepole pine, and a,pens. Nesting usually occurs 011 the 
north slope, near water. 

Potential to 

Occur at the 

Project Site 

Low. Lari:• trees in 
project ,-icillity 

pro,-ide potential 
nesting habitat. 

Moderate, large 
trees in project 

,-icinity pro,-ide 
potential nesting 

habitat. 

Unlikely. No 
suitable habitat. 
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Common Name 

Scientific Name 

Prairie falcon 

Falco ma:cic-a11u.: (n&;ri,zg) 

Greater =clhill cr.ne 

Grus canads1z;i; rabida 

Willol\' flycatcher 

Empidona:c trai/lii 

Fringed myoti:; 

Myoti; t/o·sanode: 

Sierra Valley (Robetti Ranch) Monitoring Well Installation; August 5, 2019 

Legal Staiu, • 

Fe<ienl/State 

--/-

FSS/! 

FSSIE 

FSSI-

Distribution 

Permanent resident in the ~outh Coast, 
T r.n,,·ene, Peninsular, and nonhmi 
Cascade Range, , the southeaslenl desem, 
Inyo-White Mountain, , fooihilli 
,UJTounding the Ceninl Valley, and in the 
Sierra Ne,"3da in Modoc. La» en, md 
Pluma, Counties. Winter. in the Centta! 
Valley, a!o~ the eoa.~t &om Sann Bub:in 
County to San Diego County, md in 
Marin, Sonom;a, Humboldt, Del None, and 
Inyo Countie,. 

Breedo in Sisl.i you. Modoc:, La, ,en, 
Pluma, . and Siern Counties. Winton in 
the Ceninl Villey, ,outhmi Imperial 
County, Lake Han su Nation.ti Wildlife 
Refuge, and the Colon do R.inr Indian 
R.e: erve. 

Summen along the we>lem Siem Nt\·ada 
from El Dorado to Maden County, in the 
Ca,cade and nonhem Siena Nend• in 
Trinity, Shasta, Sukiyou, T eham;a, Butte, 
and Pluma, Countie,:, and along the 
eastmi Siein N0\"3da from La,,en to Inyo 
County. 

Habitat As, oc:ution,; 

Ne;t> on cliff> or e: ca,pmene. usually o,·erlooking dzy , 
open tenain or uplands. Fora~e; far afield to m.w.hlands 
and ocean :bore>. 

Summer. in open terrain near :hallow lake, or freshn"3ter 
mal"..hes. Winters in plain, and ,·alley, n .. r bodie, of fresh 
\\"ater. 

Riparian dominated "-ith " -illow,. alder, & crHk dog..,,ood, 
or decidio~ \"egeration/ Permanent v.~ttr such ~ ,,ret 
meado"°' l\ithin or adjacent to forested landscape_ Ptefer 
open area. Usually found in riparian habi1ats duri.n~ 
migntion. 

Occur. throu~out Califorui• "-'<Ctpt the Wide ,-ariety of habitats from low cle,en scrub to high 
,outhea,tmi d..-.erts and the Centta! Valley elenrion coniferou, forest>; day and ni~ roosts in ca\"es, 

mine>, lrffs, buildings, and rock cm-ices 

Potential lo 

Occur at the 

Ptoject Site 

Low, no -::uitable 
habitat 

Moderat~ large 
open areas pro\-ide 

ouitable habit>t. 

None, no ,uitable 
habit1t 

Low. adjacent 
slnlcture> could 
pro~ide potential 

day roosting habitat. 
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Common Name 

Scientific Name 

Yumamyotis 

A/j-otis yurnansnsis 

Pallid bat 

• fotro:ous pa/lidu; 

lon~..eared myotis 

My oti; cn-oti: 

Sierra Nenda red fox 

Vu/pc, vu/p,s necator 

American ba~er 

Ta:ridas taxu; 

hoary bat 

Lasiuru; cirzuou; 

Sierra Valley (Roberti Ranch) Monitoring Well Installation; August S, 2019 

Legal Status• 

Federal/State 

SC/SC 

--/SC 

SCI--

ClT 

--!SC 

- 1-

Distribution Habitat As,ociatiom 

Common and "-idespread throughout moot Found in a wide ,"3Jiel}• of habitats from Oto 11007 ft, 
of California e.-.:cept the Colorado and uncommon abo,·e 7251 ft; optimal habitat is open forem 
!!i.fojan deoms and m,odlands near " ·ater bodies . 

Occun throughout California eJtcept the 
bigh Sierra &om Shasta lo Kern Counry 
and w northwest c<>ast. primarily al lower 
and mid ele\-ation, 

Occurs in a ,"3Jiety of habitats from desert to coniferous 
forest. Most closely associated "-ith c»l:, yellow pine, 
redwood, and giant sequoia habitats in northem CaJifornia 
and ou woodland, grassland, and desert scrub in southern 
California. R.elies hen-ily on trees for 100stin~. 

Occur.; throughout California ucepl the Primarily in bigh elention coniferous forests, but ah o 
southeastern de.en, and the Central Valley found in mixed hardm,ocl/coci.'"er, bipi desert, and humid 

coastal conifer habitats 

Cascade Jun~• east to the Sierra Nevada 
and south 10 Tulare County. 

Occur, stat.m-ide exctpt for the 
northweotern corntr in Del Nortt Count}· 
and puts of Humboldt and Sruciyou 
Countie~. 

Coniferous forem and rugged alpine, irenerally from 4,000 
to 12.000 feet. Often associated with mountain meadows. 

Dwell in areas "-ith shon p-asses. They can be found in 
places like prairies, plain,;, flumbnd, and edges of 
woodland. Aho can be found in ,bolter along road"-ay:., 
fence ~ -., ditches bank,;, and fiold edges. They need 
habitats "-ith deep top ,oils. This make,:; it easier for them 
to bumm-- and make dens. 

May be found at any location in California, Prefers open habitats or habitat mooaics, "-iih access to 
uthough distnl>ution patchy in tree, for co\'er & open areas or habitat edge; for feeding. 
southoastem deserts. Durin[! migration in Roosts in dense foliage of medium to large tree,_ Feeds 
southern Caliiornia, males are found in primarily on moths. Requires "'2ter. 
foothilh, de:.erts and mountains; females 
in lowland,; and coastal nlleys. 

Potential to 

Occur at the 

Project Site 

Low, adjacent 
s trucnues could 

pro,-ide potential 
day roosting habitat. 

Low, adjacent 
struc~ could 

pro,-ide potential 
day roooting ha bi tat. 

None, no suitable 
habitat. 

Low. no suitable 
dmcin~ habit.tr. 

Moderate. 

Low, adjacent 
structures could 

pro,-ide potential 
day roostinte habitat. 
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Sierra Valley (Roberti Ranch) Monitoring Well Instillation; ~aust 5, 2019 

~ Sto.tuz ~lan:uions: 

Feder:u 

= No :titus cefumion. 

BCC =U.S. rlSh :md Wucllife Se.-rice; Birds o:Co=-:ttion 

C = species formiich v"SFWS has Oll file su5cie:,t mfonnation on biological~ ;md th."eat(s} to SHpport prop<Y..als to list man as endange....d or threatened. 
FSS = For= Serrice sei:isi:ir.e species 

SC = species o: con=; species !o:- m:ici,e:ci:;ciug :information inmc= it m..-y-=:a:mr Nztm:: but i'o:c....-hie subst:mtial bioiogic31 in:foi=;:ion to supper: a propor..ed ra!e i,:; 
!ac:lcing. 

St:ite 

= No s;att,s defimtion. 
E = I.:sted asend:mge:-cd UlldertheCaliiimiia End:mgeted Species Act. 

SC = Specie,; of special co= in Califomia. 

T = Listed as t!:eate::i!d under the Califomia Endmgeted Species Act. 
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