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Lead Agency:
Project Title:

East Bay Municipal Utility District (EBMUD)
Duffel Photovoltaic Renewable Energy Project

Project Location:

Contra Costa

Orinda
City

County

Please provide a Project Decription (Proposed Actions, location, and/or consequences).
EBMUD is proposing to construct a 5-megawatt (MW) photovoltaic (PV) solar system to qualify for the Pacific Gas & Electric
(PG&E) Renewable Energy Self-Generation Bill Credit Transfer (RES-BCT) tariff. The RES-BCT tariff allows local governments to
generate up to 5 MW of electricity from a renewable energy source at one electric account and transfer bill credits to up to
50 benefiting accounts of the same local government entity. The project would assist EBMUD in meeting its goals for
increasing the cost-effective use of renewable energy and reducing greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions.
The project would be located on EBMUD wateshed land at 518 Bear Creek Road, approximately 0.5 mile north of the
intersection of Bear Creek Road and San Pablo Dam Road in the City of Orinda, Contra Costa County, California. The project
components include the following:
Solar panels and support structures
Underground collection system, transformers, and inverter
Electrical control building
Connection line to PG&E's electrical system, including up to five power poles with overhead power line
PG&E substation upgrades
Site security and perimeter fencing
Access roads
Stormwater controls
Relocated corral

Please identify the project's significant or potentially significant effects and briefly describe any proposed mitigation measures that
would reduce or avoid that effect.
Potential significant impacts could occur on the resources listed below:
Agricultural and Forestry Resources
Biological Resources
Land Use and Planning
The project would have a less than significant impact on each resource with the incorporation of mitigation measures
defined in the Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration (IS/MND). The mitigation measures include worker training, preconstruction surveys for special-status plants, foothill yellow-legged frog, western pond turtle, California red-legged frog,
and Alameda whipsnake, perimeter wildlife exclusion fencing, biological monitoring during construction, erosion control
measures, habitat compensation, American badger and ring-tailed cat avoidance and impact minimization, San Francisco
dusky-footed woodrat avoidance and impact minimization procedures, bird and bat conservation strategy, oak woodland
habitat compensation, and compensation of wetland impacts.
Based on the analysis presented in the attached IS/MND, the Lead Agency (East Bay Municipal Utility District) has
determined the Project would not have a significant effect on the environment.

Added 2010

continued
If applicable, please describe any of the project’s areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by agencies
and the public.
During meetings with the City of Orinda City Council and the City of Orinda Planning Commission the following issues were
raised to EBMUD:

1. Concerns regarding the installation of approximately 5 power poles and an overhead power line and the effect the
overhead power line would have on aesthetics and wildfire risk. The Planning Commission recommended that the proposed
overhead line be installed underground.
2. Concerns regarding the intensity of use on the Duffel Site with the implementation of the Project and whether the
intensity of use proposed by the Project is in keeping with designated watershed use for the site.

Please provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.
Water Quality Control Board Region 2
Fish and Wildlife Region 3

