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Berrenda Mesa Water District
Berrenda Mesa Water District Solar Project

Project Location:

Kern

Lost Hills
City

County

Please provide a Project Decription (Proposed Actions, location, and/or consequences).
Berrenda Mesa Water District proposes to construct and install a fenced and gated 8-megawatt (MW) solar photovoltaic (PV)
energy generation facility, interconnection to Pump Station A, and installation of electrical connection equipment at Pump
Station A. The solar array is proposed to generate approximately 1,300 MWh per year. BMWD would acquire easements for
the interconnection route and access to public roads and to Station A for project purposes over land burdened by existing
BMWD easements for water pipeline and access purposes primarily. A new access route would extend approximately 1,600
feet south of the array and then east approximately 2,670 feet across the north side of APN 057-070-43 and a small portion
of the northeast corner of APN 057-070-42 to connect to existing farm roads and then to SR 33. The project site is an
approximately 60-acre parcel owned by BMWD (currently APN 057-070-25-00-8) near the Keck’s Corner area in northwestern
unincorporated Kern County, California.
The project is intended to offset approximately 80 percent of the current electrical energy usage of BMWD’s Station A
facilities. The majority of BMWD’s electricity needs are related to the pumping and conveyance of water from and along the
California Aqueduct, but includes electrical needs at the solar site including an electrical water pump, switchgear, inverters,
and transformers to run the solar panels and solar tracking system. Power generated would be used to operate the Station A
facility and would not exceed the total power demand (i.e., no net export of electricity).

Please identify the project's significant or potentially significant effects and briefly describe any proposed mitigation measures that
would reduce or avoid that effect.
- Biological Resources - The project would not result in significant impacts to the blunt-nosed leopard lizard (BNLL),
migratory birds, burrowing owl, Swainson's hawk, and San Joaquin kit fox following implementation of MMs BIO-1 through
BIO-5, which require pre-construction surveys and avoidance measures for each individual species and for nesting birds.
- Cultural Resources and Tribal Cultural Resources - With implementation of MM CUL-1, which stops work in the event of
discovery of a previously unknown cultural resource, potential impacts to unanticipated subsurface archaeological
resources and unanticipated tribal cultural resources would be less than significant.
- Geology and Soils - MM GEO-1 requires stopping work and determination of significance by a qualified paleontologist,
which would reduce potential impacts to unanticipated paleontological resources to less than significant.
- Hazards and Hazardous Materials - The project site may contain Valley Fever spores, which could be disturbed during
construction. MM HAZ-1 requires an Injury and Illness Prevention Program and project-specific health and safety plans to
reduce potential impacts to less than significant.
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If applicable, please describe any of the project’s areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by agencies
and the public.
None

Please provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.
- Kern County
- San Joaquin Valley Air Pollution Control District
- Regional Water Quality Control Board
- State Water Resources Control Board
- Pacific Gas & Electric Company

