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March 26, 2018 
 
 
Donna Beddow 
County of San Diego  
Planning and Development Services 
5510 Overland Avenue, Suite 310 
San Diego, California  92123  
 
RE: Cultural Resources Negative Findings for the AutoZone Project, San Diego County, 

California (PDS2017-LDGRMJ-30144) 
 

Please be advised that a survey has been conducted for the above-referenced project.  It 
has been determined that there are no cultural resources present on this property.  The project has 
been plotted on the attached USGS Valley Center, California 7.5-minute topographic quadrangle 
map for your information.  The pertinent survey data is presented below:  
 

County: San Diego  
USGS 7.5' Quadrangle: Valley Center 
Date: Digital (no date)  
Section: 24 
Township: 11 South 
Range: 2 West  
Other Locational Data: The project can be found on Valley Center Road, south of Mirar De 
Valle Road, in the community of Valley Center, California 
Assessor’s Parcel Number (APN): 186-270-08 
UTM: 496822.03 mE / 3674534.13 mN 
Elevation: 1,305 to 1,340 feet 
Owner and Address: Mitch Bramlitt, 123 South Front Street, Memphis, Tennessee  38103 
Survey Type: Phase I Intensive Pedestrian Survey 
Date of Survey: March 22, 2018 
Field Crew: Principal Investigator Brian F. Smith directed the field survey with assistance from 
field technician James Shrieve.  Native American monitor Cody Reed of Native Grounds was 
present for the cultural resources survey of the project area. 
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INTRODUCTION 
 

Brian F. Smith and Associates, Inc. (BFSA) conducted an archaeological assessment for 
the AutoZone Project to assess the potential for cultural resources within the Area of Potential 
Effect (APE).  The proposed development consists of a 3,780 square-foot commercial building, 
34 parking spaces, a biofiltration system, and associated improvements on APN 186-270-08 in 
San Diego County, California.  The property is vacant, but on the east side of the Area of 
Potential Effect (APE), by Valley Center Road, an improved gravel road bisects the project that 
is frequently used by local residents.  The project consists of an open grassy pasture that gently 
slopes from west to east.  The parcel was previously used for agriculture.  The parcel is 
characterized as a disturbed agricultural field covered in non-native grasses and trees. 
 
RESULTS OF THE INSTITUTIONAL RECORDS SEARCHES AND RESEARCH 

 
BFSA reviewed an archaeological records search for a half-mile radius around the project 

area (Attachment B) that was conducted by the South Coastal Information Center (SCIC) at San 
Diego State University (SDSU).  The SCIC reported that no previously recorded archaeological 
sites exists within the project boundaries.  Within a half-mile radius of the project, a total of 16 
cultural resource locations have been recorded (Table 1).  The previously recorded sites are 
primarily prehistoric isolates (N=6) followed by milling feature sites with associated artifact 
scatters (N=4) and milling feature sites (N=3).  The remaining sites consist of a prehistoric 
residential camp, a historic ceramic scatter, and a historic residence.  In total, 20 cultural 
resource studies have been conducted within a half-mile radius of the project, three of which 
included the project APE (Chace 1984; Chace and Collins 1987; Guerrero and Gallegos 2008). 
 

Table 1 
Archaeological Sites Located Within  

a Half-Mile Radius of the AutoZone Project  
 

Site(s) Description 

P-37-015413, P-37-029061, P-37-033519,  
P-37-033520, P-37-033521, and P-37-022522 Prehistoric isolate 

SDI-10,464, SDI-10,554, and SDI-21,073 Bedrock milling feature(s) 
SDI-5812, SDI-13,585, SDI-21,074,  

and SDI-21,114 
Bedrock milling feature(s)  
with an associated scatter 

SDI-10,564 Prehistoric residential camp 
SDI-21,075 Historic ceramic scatter 

SDI-12,651/H Historic residence 
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BFSA also reviewed the following historic sources: 
 

• The National Register of Historic Places Index 
• The Office of Historic Preservation, Archaeological Determinations of Eligibility 
• The Office of Historic Preservation, Directory of Properties in the Historic Property 

Data File 
• The USGS 7.5-minute Valley Center Quadrangle (1948) 
• San Diego County Historic Roads Map (1769 to 1885) 
• Official Map of San Diego County (1872) 

 
BFSA requested a records search of the Sacred Lands File (SLF) by the Native American 

Heritage Commission (NAHC) (Attachment C).  The NAHC SLF search indicated that sites have 
been located within the project area.  In accordance with the recommendations of the NAHC, 
BFSA contacted all Native American consultants listed in the NAHC response letter.  The Agua 
Caliente Band of Cahuilla Indians indicated that the project is not located within the Tribe’s 
Traditional Use Area.  The Viejas Band of Kumeyaay Indians indicated that the project site has 
cultural significance or ties to the Kumeyaay Nation and recommended that the San Pasqual 
Band of Mission Indians be notified.  Further, Viejas also requested that all 
NEPA/CEQA/NAGPRA laws be followed and that San Pasqual be immediately contacted 
regarding any changes or inadvertent discoveries. 
 
RESULTS OF THE FIELD SURVEY 
 

The archaeological survey of the subject property was conducted on March 22, 2018, 
with a follow up site visit on March 26, 2018.  The intensive pedestrian survey was directed by 
Principal Investigator Brian F. Smith with assistance from field technician James Shrieve.  
Native American monitor Cody Reed of Native Grounds was present for the cultural resources 
survey of the project. 

The entire project was accessible for the survey, which consisted of an intensive 
reconnaissance consisting of a series of parallel survey transects spaced at approximately 10-
meter intervals oriented from north to south across the property, as appropriate.  The entire 
property was accessible and ground surface visibility was approximately 15 percent, with short 
green grasses and weeds obscuring ground visibility in some areas.  In general, the property 
consists of an open grassy pasture that gently slopes from west to east, contains a palm tree and 
an unknown tree, and has previously been used for agriculture, grazing, or both.  There is also a 
gravel roadway located on the eastern portion of the APE that is frequently used by local 
residents.  There are no structures on the property and there is no evidence of any previously 
existing structures.  Aerial photographs of the property show disking lines running from east to 
west, but these lines were not visible during the survey or have since deflated.  The property is 
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bound on the south by an unnamed residential access road, on the north by Mirar de Valle Road, 
on the west by white fencing, and on the east by Valley Center Road.  

The pedestrian survey indicated that much of the of the project has been affected by 
cultivation for several decades.  The characterization of the property as minimally disturbed is 
relevant to the consideration of cultural resources on the property.  For the current APE, if 
surface deposits of cultural resources were present, they would have been readily observable 
within the APE.  Photographs were taken to document project conditions at the time of the 
survey (Plate 1).  The survey did not result in the identification of any new historic or prehistoric 
cultural resources within the project APE. 

 

The Phase I archaeological assessment for the AutoZone Project was negative for the 
presence of cultural resources.  Based upon the results of the survey and the lack of any potential 
for cultural resources on this property, no site-specific mitigation measures will be required.  
However, because of the number of recorded sites in close proximity to the project APE, 
mitigation monitoring will be recommended as a condition of approval.  Monitoring would be 
conditioned to include both an archaeologist and a Native American representative during the 
grading.  
 

Plate 1: Overview of the project, facing east. 
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Sincerely,   

 
 
Brian F. Smith 
Principal Investigator 
Brian F. Smith and Associates, Inc. 
14010 Poway Road, Suite A 
Poway, California  92064 
(858) 484-0915 
 
Attachments: 
Attachment A – Figures 
Attachment B – Archaeological Records Search Results 
Attachment C – NAHC Sacred Lands File Search Results  
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ATTACHMENT B 
 

Archaeological Records Search Results 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

BRIAN F. SMITH and ASSOCIATES 
 

CALIFORNIA HISTORICAL RESOURCES INFORMATION SYSTEMS  

RECORDS SEARCH 

 

Company:   Brian F. Smith and Associates 

Processed By:   Andrew Garrison 

Date Processed:   02-28-18 

Project Identification:  AutoZone 

Information Center:  South Coastal Information Center 

Search Radius:   1/2 Mile 

 

Historical Resources: 

Trinomial and Primary site maps have been reviewed. All sites within the project 
boundaries and the specified radius of the project area have been plotted. Copies of the 
site record forms have been reviewed for all recorded sites.  

There are 16 resources within a half-mile of the current project area.  None intersect the 
current APE.   

Previous Survey Report Boundaries: 

Project boundary maps have been reviewed. National Archaeological Database (NADB) 
citations for reports within the project boundaries and within the specified radius of the 
project area have been reviewed.  

There are 20 reports within a half-mile of the current project area and three (SD-593, 
765,12041) intersect the APE. 
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ATTACHMENT C 
 

NAHC Sacred Lands File Search Results 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 








































































































