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1.0 - INTRODUCTION

This Final Environmental Impact Report (FEIR) has been prepared to comply with Sections 15088
and 15089 of the State California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines (Guidelines). The
City has prepared the Final EIR pursuant to the CEQA Guidelines, including Sections 15086
(Consultation Concerning Draft EIR) and 15088 (Evaluation of and Responses to Comments). As
noted in Section 15089 (b) of the Guidelines, the focus of a FEIR should be on the responses to
comments on the Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR). In conformance with these
guidelines, the Final EIR consists of the following volumes:

(1) The Draft EIR circulated for a 45-day public agency and public review and comment period
commencing February 14, 2020 and ending on April 1, 2020. A Notice of Availability was sent
to government agencies, neighboring cities, and non-governmental interested parties. The
City’s Notification Mailing List for the DEIR is provided in Section 3.0 (Public Circulation) of
this FEIR.

(2) This Final EIR document includes a list of all commenters on the Draft EIR during the Draft
EIR public review period, the responses of the City to all environmental points raised through
the written communications, revisions to the Draft EIR (presented as errata pages) in
response to comments, and the public circulation record. None of the revisions to the Draft
EIR represents a substantial increase in the severity of an identified significant impact or the
identification of a new significant impact, mitigation, or alternative considerably different from
those already considered in the Draft EIR.

Certification of this Final EIR by the Desert Hot Springs City Council must occur prior to approval
of the General Plan Update and Zoning Amendment.

Availability of EIR Materials

All materials related to preparation of this EIR are available for public review on the City of Desert
Hot Springs website (https://www.cityofdhs.org/general-plan-update) and at the following
locations:

City of Desert Hot Springs Desert Hot Springs Library
Community Development Department 11691 West Drive
65950 Pierson Boulevard Desert Hot Springs, California 92240

Desert Hot Springs, California 92240
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Project Description

The General Plan Update is intended to achieve the land use, transportation, housing, and other
goals of the City that reflect the community’s growth over the long-term. Table 1-1 compares 2018
and 2040 land uses for the City of Desert Hot Springs, the Sphere of Influence, and the overall
Planning Area. The 2040 planning horizon for the Planning Area is estimated at approximately
53,664 dwelling units, 136,402 residents, 20,349,704 square feet of non-residential uses, and
20,531 jobs. This table shows existing conditions as of 2018 and the projected growth based on
the proposed land use plan for a future horizon year of 2040.

Table 1-1:
General Plan Update: Comparison of 2018 and 2040
Dwelling Units Non- Hotel/
Residential
Area Pop. A Employees | Motel | Students
SF! MF2 Total Building Rooms
Sq. Ft.
2018 8,358 3,204 11,562 29,390 2,655,016 4,162 755 6,326
City | 2040 22,214 12,594 | 34,808 88,476 13,140,605 14,611 1,652 12,900
Change | +13,856 | +9,390 | +23,246 | +59,086 | +10,485,589 +10,449 +897 +6,574
2018 7,292 246 7,538 19,160 559,250 1,020 -- 763
SOl | 2040 18,025 831 18,856 | 47,926 7,209,099 5,920 - 7,100
Change | +10,733 +585 +11,318 | +28,766 | +6,649,849 +4,900 -- +6,337
2018 15,650 3,450 19,100 | 48,550 3,214,266 5,182 755 7,089
er?ag 2040 40,239 13,425 | 53,664 | 136,402 | 20,349,704 20,531 1,652 20,000
Change | +24,589 | +9,975 | +34,564 | +87,852 | +17,135,438 +15,349 +897 +12,911
1 Single Family
2 Multi-Family

General Plan Elements
The General Plan Update addresses the seven State mandated general plan elements (land use,
circulation, housing, safety, conservation, open space, and noise), and also includes two optional
elements the Economic Development Element and the Health and Wellness Element. The
updated General Plan establishes an overall development capacity and serves as a policy guide
for determining the appropriate physical development, community services, and character of the
entire Planning Area. The General Plan Update includes the following chapters:

¢ Introduction

e Land Use and Community Design Element

e Housing Element

e Economic Development Element

e Mobility and Infrastructure Element

e Open Space and Community Resources Element

¢ Health and Wellness Element

e Safety and Noise Element
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Introduction

Each of the elements contains goals and policies consistent with the implementation of the GPU.
Many of these goals and policies are intended to maintain various potential environmental effects
of the Project at levels that are less than significant. Therefore, these goals and policies, in
particular, are considered when evaluating the potential environmental impacts of implementing
the GPU. The policies that are applicable to various environmental impact issue areas are shown
in the Introduction of Section 4. The entire list of goals and policies from the GPU are also provided
in Appendix C of this DEIR.

Land Use and Community Design Element

The Land Use and Community Design Element provides the framework for establishing the
patterns of development activity and land uses that support the visual character and built physical
environment of a desert community. This Element serves as a guide for decision-makers,
residents, stakeholders, business owners, and property owners as it identifies and describes the
type, intensity, and general distribution of land for housing, businesses, industries, and public
facilities. Land use designations identify the general categories of land-based activities permitted
throughout the Planning Area. The land use overlays identify special study areas for which
specific land use policies have been developed to better shape growth in these areas. The goals
and policies contained in the chapter provide guidance to plan for orderly growth, promote
economic development, and protect natural resources. The Land Use and Community Design
Element includes a Land Use Plan that establishes 12 land use designations intended to provide
a rational and orderly approach to land use development.

Housing Element

This Housing Element provides a coordinated and comprehensive strategy for promoting the
production of safe, decent, and affordable housing for all community residents. The Housing
Element specifically intends to: 1) provide direction for future planning programs to ensure that
sufficient consideration is given to housing goals and policies; 2) establish community goals and
policies relative to housing through the identification of existing, stated, and implicit goals, and the
identification of housing needs and challenges; 3) and establish and identify programs to
implement and attain the community's goals and policies, taking into consideration the feasibility
of those programs, and act as a meaningful guide to decision-makers considering housing-related
issues.

Economic Development Element

The Economic Development Element guides the City in expanding, maintaining, and enhancing
the local economy that provide jobs, attract and retain businesses, support diverse and vibrant
commercial areas, and provide sufficient revenue to local government. The Economic
Development Element provides the central organizational unit to establish the goals and policies
focused specifically on economic development related to strengthening established industries,
business attraction and retention, and capturing local dollars.

Mobility and Infrastructure Element
The Mobility and Infrastructure Element focuses on mobility and transportation, addressing
complete streets, pedestrian and bicycle networks, transit access, and the roadway network. It
also addresses street infrastructure, roadway design, and management. The infrastructure
component addresses utilities related to water and wastewater, drainage and flood control, energy
utilities, and solid waste and recycling.

Desert Hot Springs GP Update & Zoning Amendment 1-3
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Introduction

Open Space and Community Resources Element

The Open Space and Community Resources Element addresses open space and habitat
conservation, resource conservation, aesthetic resources, and cultural resources. The Element
sets forth goals and policies that address preservation of open space and natural habitat, natural
resource conservation, preservation of scenic resources, protecting water resources, managing
energy resources, reducing greenhouse gas emissions, protecting historic preservation and
cultural resources, and promoting sustainable building practices.

Health and Wellness Element

The Health and Wellness Element consists of three subjects: Health and Wellness; Parks,
Recreation, Trails; and Life-Long Learning. Health and Wellness includes goals and policies
addressing health and human services, homelessness, access to healthy foods, and
environmental justice. Parks, Recreation, and Trails includes goals and policies addressing park
facilities, recreational programming and classes, trails connectivity, and trailheads. Life-Long
Learning includes goals and policies addressing schools, library services, and other life-long
learning services.

Safety and Noise Element

The Safety and Noise Element addresses hazards and safety concerns that could adversely affect
property and threaten lives in the City, including noise. The Safety and Noise Element is
categorized into four topic areas: public safety, resilience and emergency preparedness, natural
hazards, and noise. Public safety addresses fire and police protection service capabilities and
needs. Resilience and emergency preparedness include policies to prevent or minimize potential
loss of life or property damage and to respond effectively to safety hazards, accidents, and natural
disasters. Natural hazards address seismic hazards, high winds and dust, wildland fires, and
flooding. Noise identifies noise sources in the community, establishes acceptable levels of noise,
projects future noise conditions, and identifies abatement strategies.

Zoning Code Amendment

The Zoning Code Amendment, which is being completed in concert with the GPU, includes an
updated Zoning Map with revised and new Zoning Districts that are consistent with the Land Use
Policy Plan map and corresponding land use designations proposed under the Draft Land Use
Element. The revised and new Zoning Districts will include development standards and tables
identifying permitted, conditional, and prohibited uses. This Zoning Code Amendment implements
the General Plan Update.

Intended Use of the EIR

The planning framework proposed in the General Plan Update would not result in the immediate
construction of any new development nor entitlement of any new project. All new development
within the City will continue to be subject to the City’s permitting, approval, and public participation
processes. Elected and appointed officials along with City Staff will review subsequent project
applications for consistency with the General Plan, applicable Specific Plans, and the Zoning
Ordinance, and will prepare appropriate environmental documentation to comply with CEQA and
other applicable environmental requirements.

Pursuant to Section 15168 of the State CEQA Guidelines, this EIR is a Program EIR. The goals,
policies, land use designations, implementation programs, and other substantive components of
the General Plan and implementing sections of the Zoning Ordinance comprise of the “program”
evaluated in this Program EIR. Subsequent activities undertaken by the City and project
proponents to implement the General Plan will be examined considering this Program EIR to
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Introduction

determine the appropriate level of environmental review required under CEQA. Subsequent
implementation activities may include but are not limited to the following:

Rezoning of properties to achieve consistency with the General Plan.

Updating and approval of Specific Plans and other development plans and planning
documents.

Approval of tentative maps, variances, conditional use permits, and other land use permits
and entitlements.

Approval of development agreements.

Approval of facility and service master plans and financing plans.
Approval and funding of public improvement projects.

Approval of resource management plans.

Issuance of permits and other approvals necessary for implementation of the General
Plan.

Issuance of permits and other approvals necessary for public and private development
projects.

Future amendments to the City’s Housing Element and other General Plan Elements.

Following certification of this EIR and adoption of the General Plan Update by the lead agency
(City of Desert Hot Springs), other agencies may use this Program EIR in the approval of
subsequent implementation activities. These agencies may include but are not limited to those
listed below:

Riverside County Local Agency Formation Commission (LAFCO)
County of Riverside

Riverside County Flood Control and Water Conservation District
Riverside County Transportation Commission

California Department of Fish and Wildlife

California Department of Conservation

California Department of Housing and Community Development (HCD)
California Department of Transportation (Caltrans)

Santa Ana Regional Water Quality Control Board

South Coast Air Quality Management District

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Services

National Park Service (Joshua Tree National Park)

Bureau of Land Management (Sand to Snow National Monument)

Desert Hot Springs GP Update & Zoning Amendment 1-5
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General Plan Update Objectives

The Desert Hot Springs GPU serves as the blueprint for the City’s future growth and development.
As such, the General Plan must contain goals, policies, and programs that will provide City staff
and discretionary bodies with a foundation for decisions for long-range planning related to
physical development and public services. The General Plan Update establishes the following
objectives for the long-term growth and enhancement of the community:

1.

1-6

Allow for clear and flexible developments to allow for a range of residential, commercial,
and industrial opportunities.

Create complete neighborhoods for new and established residential areas with
connections to retail and commercial services, public amenities and services,
transportation services, and parks and recreation facilities.

Expand and diversify housing opportunities throughout the community.

Foster growth of the economic base of the community and the provision of commercial
services and amenities, as well as pursue more sustainable revenue sources for
government services.

Strengthen the community’s resilience and preparedness against natural and human-
induced hazards, climate change, and other potential disasters.

Protect the natural habitat, open spaces, and desert washes within the community.

Plan and provide a transportation system that meets the needs of the community, while
providing mobility options, complete street approaches, and safer streets for pedestrians.

Expand park facilities and recreational programming opportunities throughout the
community.

Promote the community’s role as a health and wellness destination.

City of Desert Hot Springs
Final EIR May 01, 2020



2.0 — Response to Comments

The Draft EIR was circulated for 48-day public review and comment period beginning February
14, 2020 and ending on April 1, 2020. A Notice of Availability was sent to government agencies,
neighboring cities, and non-governmental interested parties. The City’s Draft EIR Notification
Mailing List is provided in Section 4.0 Public Circulation of this Final EIR. Six comment letters on
the Draft EIR were received, by the end of the public review comment period on April 1, 2020.
Another comment letter was received after the close of the public review period from the Riverside
County Transportation Department on April 8, 2020: nonetheless a response has been provided
to this comment letter.

Also included is a letter received during the Draft EIR public review period from the Agua Caliente
Band of Cahuilla Indians indicating that the SB 18 and AB 52 tribal consultation processes have
been concluded to their satisfaction. Although this letter does not explicitly address issues
pertaining to the Draft EIR it is included as part of the administrative record.

The correspondences listed in Table 2-1 (DEIR Comments) were submitted to the City of Desert
Hot Springs concerning the Draft EIR. Copies of each correspondence is provided and is followed
by written responses to each comment included in the correspondence.

Table 2-1
Written Comments Received

ID Agency/Entity Date

A | Coachella Valley Association of Governments April 1, 2020
B | Coachella Valley Water District April 1, 2020
C | Desert Water Agency April 1, 2020
D Lucker Anderson April 1, 2020
E Riverside County Flood Control District March 26, 2020
F California Qﬁlce of Planning and Research April 1, 2020

State Clearinghouse
G | Riverside County Transportation Department April 8, 2020
H Agua Caliente Band of Cahuilla Indians March 24, 2020
Desert Hot Springs GP Update and Zoning Amendment 2-1
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Response to Comments

COMMENT LETTER A -

(SULLIVAN)

2-2

The CWYMSHCP is administered by the Coachella Valley Conservation Commission ([CVCC). The CVCC s a separate
govemment agency from CVAG with a separate executive committee. CVCC contracts with CVAG for general
administration 5o you do deal with CVAG emplovees when you deal with the CVMSHCP.

The Habitat Acguisition and Megotiation Strategy (HANS)is not used in DH3. The write-up of the CVMSHCP in the draft
DHS General Plan seems to confuse the Western Riverside MSHCP with the Coachella Valley MESHCP.

The 2016 CVMSHCP is most relevant to DHS as it includes the Major Amendment which added DHS and Mission
Springs Water District as Permittees. http:/’www.cvmshcp.org/Plan_Documents htm | could not find in the Draft EIR a
mention that DHS is a Pemittee since 2016. The Draft EIR speaks of Riverside County ordinances but these ane only
relevant in the 110 Annexation Area not the rest of the city. The Draft EIR should explain that DHS has a MOU {attached)
with the County requiring implementation of the attached County Policy A<61 in the Conservation Areas within the <10
Annexation Area.

| would be happy to work with you of your consultant on revising the language.

Thank you,

Jim Sullivan AICP

GIS Program Director
Coachella Valley Association of Gavernments
T60-346-1127

&

City of Desert Hot Springs
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Response to Comments

ID

Response to Comment Letter A- Coachella Valley Association of Government

A-1

This comment indicates that the Coachella Valley Multi-Species Habitat Conservation
Plan (CVMSHCP) is administered by the Coachella Valley Conservation Commission
(CVCC) and not the Coachella Valley Association of Governments (CVAG), although
both entities are staffed by CVAG employees. A clarifying revision has been provided
on page 4.4-30 and is included in Section 3 — Errata and Revisions — of this document.

This comment clarifies that the Habitat Acquisition and Negotiation Strategy (HANS)
is not applicable to Desert Hot Springs. Clarifying revisions removing references to
HANS have been made to Section 4.4 (Biological Resources) of the EIR and specific
text changes proposed are included in Section 3 — Errata and Revisions — of this
document.

A-3

This comment references the I-10 Annexation Areas and the MOU that the City has
with Riverside County requiring implementation of County Policy A-16. Clarifying
revisions have been included in Section 4.4 (Biological Resources) of the EIR and the
specific text changes proposed are included in Section 3 — Errata and Revisions — of
this document.

Desert Hot Springs GP Update and Zoning Amendment 2-3
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Response to Comments

COMMENT LETTER B — COACHELLA VALLEY WATER DISTRICT (KRAUSE)

COACHELLA VALLEY WATER DISTRICT

Established in 1918 as a public agency

GENERAL MANAGER ASSISTANT GENERAL MANAGER

Jim Barrett Rabert Chenn

CLERK OF THE BOARD ASSISTANT GENERAL MANAGER
slia Bermude: Dan Charltor

April 1, 2020

Rebecca Deming

Community Development Director
Community Development Department
65950 Pierson Boulevard

Desert Hot Springs. CA 92240

Dear Ms. Deming:

Ee: Coachella Valley Water District Comments cn the Draft Environmental Impact Report
(DEIR) for the Proposed General Plan Update for the City of Desert Hot Springs

The Coachella Valley Water District is an independent special district formed in 1918,
specifically to protect and conserve local water sources in the Coachella Valley. Since then the
district has grown into a mmlti-faceted agency that delivers urigation and domestic water,
collects and recycles wastewater, provides regiomal storm water protection, replemishes the
groundwater basin and promotes water conservation. The CVWD is one of only 29 State Water
Contractors in California which has a right to imported water from the State Water Project. The
CVWD, in conjunction with Desert Water Agency, has a combined Table 1 allocation of
194 100 acre-feet of water from the State Water Project.

CVWD has been designated as an exclusive Grouvndwater Sustainability Agency (GSA) for the
portions of the Indie Subbasin (DWE Subbasin No. 7-21.01) and Mission Creek Subbasin (DWER
Subbasin No. 7-21.02) within its boundaries (Figure 1). In addition to its GSA groundwater
management responsibilities uader the Sustainable Grovndwater Management Act (SGMA), the
California State Water Code Sections 31630-31639 authorizes CVWD to conduct groundwater
replenishment programs within its boundary. CVWD manages two grouvndwater replenishment
program in the Indio Subbasin and one groundwater replenishment program in the Mission
Creek Subbasin to help meet the water related needs of its domestic customers. municipalities,
and private groundwater pumpers within its boundary.

CVWD and DWA completed construction of the Whitewater River Groundwater Feplenishment
Facility in 1973 and the Mission Creek Groundwater Replenishment Facility in 2002. In
addition, CVWD completed construction of the Thomas E. Levy Groundwater Replenishment
Facility in 2009 and the Palm Desert Groundwater Replenishment Facility in 2019 to replenish
the eastern and central areas of the Indio Subbasin, respectively. Recharge activities commenced
at each facility wpon completion of the facilities.

Coachella Valley Water District

RO, Box 1058 Coachella, (A 92236 www.cvwd.org
Fhone (760) 398-2651 Fax (760) 398-3711 an Equal Opportunity Employer
2-4 City of Desert Hot Springs
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Response to Comments

Rebecca Deming
April 1, 2020
Page 2

CVWD and DWA together are respeonsible for ensuning the sustainability of the groundwater
supply within the Mission Creek Subbasin, which is the sole source of water supply used by both
CVWD and Mission Springs Water District (MSWD) to meet the current and foture domestic
water needs of the City of Desert Hot Springs and other communities overlying the Mission
Creek and Desert Hot Spring Subbasins. An Alternative to a Groundwater Sustainability Plan
(Alternative Plan) for this subbasin was approved by the Califormia Department of Water
Resources (DWE) in July 2019. The Alternative Plan is currently in the process of being
updated. as required by DWE, and the population projections and water demands for the
subbasin will be based on the 2016 Southern Califormia Association of Governments (SCAG)
Demographics and Growth Forecast.

Under the SGMA, state policy on water supplies and land vse decision making was amended to
provide that there be close coordination and consultation between California’s water supply or
management agencies and California’s land uvse approval agencies. to ensure that proper water
supply planning and management occurs to accommodate projects that will result in increased
demand on water supplies or will impact water resource management. More specifically, before
the adoption or any substantial amendment of a city’s or covnty’s general plan, the planning
agency must review and consider the adoption of, or update to, a grovndwater sustainability plan
or grovndwater management plan (Govt. Code § 63352). Further, a city or county must now
refer the proposed adoption or substantial amendment of a general plan to any affected GSA
(Govt. Code § 65352). In response, the GSA must provide the land vse agency with the current
version of its GSP. other water management documents, and any additional informatien that is
relevant to determining the adequacy of existing and planned future water supplies to meet
existing and planned future demands on these water supplies. However, nothing in the SGMA or
a GSP shall be interpreted as superseding the land nse authority of cities and counties, mcluding
a city or county general plan, within the basin (CWC § 10726.8). These requirements uander
SGMA and a link to the approved Alternative Plan were sent to the City of Desert Hot Springs,
Community Development, on January 30, 2020.

CVWD in collaboration with DWA provides the following comments regarding Section 4.10.4.B
of the DEIR. for the proposed General Plan Update for the City of Desert Hot Springs
(Substantially decrease groundwater supplies or interfere substantially with groundwater
recharge such that the project may impede sustainable groundwater management of the basin?).
The EIR states that the existing vrban water management plans for MSWD and CVWD do not
take into accovant the proposed development associated with implementation of the GPU and
offers that Mitigation Measure UTL-1 does not allow approval of new development associated
with the implementation of the GPU if they increase water use in excess of what is identified for
supply in 2040 vnder the most recent Urban Water Management Plan (UWMP). The current
2015 UWMPs are being updated and, like the Alternative Plan, are basing their analysis and
planning on the 2016 SCAG Demographics and Growth Forecast, which i3 not consistent with
the City’s proposed General Plan Update (GPU). Furthermore, having identified water supply
shortfalls from the implementation of the proposed GPU that have not been included in existing
planning documents, the DEIR's Mitigation Measuge UTL-1 seems contradictory by proposing
growth that exceeds the water supply identified by MSWD and CVWD in their 2015 UWMPs.

Coachella Valley Water District
B0, Box 1058 Coachella, CA 92236 www.cvwd.org
Phone (760) 398-2651 Fax (760) 398-3711 an Equal Opportunity Emplayer

Desert Hot Springs GP Update and Zoning Amendment
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Response to Comments

Rebecca Deming
April 1, 2020
Page 3

The Desert Hot Springs GPU must align itself with the current and proposed water supply
planning documents for this area. As proposed, the GPU does not align with the population
projections being used as the basis for future water supply planning. The current imported water
supply is significantly inadequate to meet the GPU’s projected future water demands due to
climate change and environmental constraints in the San Francisco Bay Delta. CVWD and DW A
are actively pursuing participation in the State Water Project Delta Conveyance Facility and
Sites Reservoir projects to provide increased future water supply to meet future water supply
demand projections. However, both of these projects have not yet obtained approvals for
construction, It is CVWD's opinion that the impact of the GPU on sustainable groundwater
supply is significant and that the mitigation measure is not adequate, We encourage closer
consultation with CVWD and DWA to ensure that the GPU is consistent with the water supply
planning documents for the Mission Creek Subbagin.

Sincerely,
Steve Bigley

Director of Emvironmental Services

ce: Mark Krause
General Manager-Chief Engineer
Desert Water Agency
1200 S Gene Autry Trail
Palm Springs, CA 02264

ZR. sl Env Ervaronmenta 2020 April DIHS DEIR

File Mumbers: 0163.1 and 1 150,12,

Coachella Valley Water Drstrict
PO. Box 1058 Coachella, CA 92236 =

Phone {760) 398-2651 Fax (760) 396-3711 www.cywd.org

2-6 City of Desert Hot Springs
Final EIR May 01, 2020




Response to Comme

nts

ID

Response to Comment Letter B- Coachella Valley Water District

B-1

This comment summarizes the Coachella Valley Water District (CVWD) roles and
responsibilities with respect to water supply and groundwater management and
highlights the District's major groundwater replenishment facilities and programs.

The fourth paragraph of the comment also indicates that an Alternative to a
Groundwater Sustainability Plan for the Mission Creek and Desert Hot Springs sub-
basins was approved by the California Department of Water Resources (DWR) in July
2019. CVWD further explain that the Alternative Plan is currently in the process of being
updated, as required by DWR, and the population projection and water demands for
the sub-basins will be based on the 2016 Southern California Association of
Governments (SCAG) Demographics and Growth Forecast.

The fifth and final paragraph of this comment describes the policy requirements and
procedures of the State of California Sustainable Groundwater Management Act
(SGMA) and further indicates these requirements and a link to the Alternative Plan
were sent to the City of Desert Hot Springs Community Development on January 30,
2020.

Although this comment provides useful background that relates to the other comments
(B-2 and B-3) by CVWD, it does not actually provide a comment on the Draft EIR and
therefore no further response is necessary.

CVWD notes that their comments are in collaboration with the Desert Water Agency
(DWA) and references Section 4.10-4.B of the Draft EIR (see page 4.10-13) which
addresses the potential impacts of the General Plan Update on groundwater recharge.
The comment also indicates that the 2015 Urban Water Management Plans (UWMP)
for the CVWD and the DWA, which were both adopted in June 2016, are in the process
of being updated, with the analysis for these documents based on the 2016 Southern
California Association of Governments (SCAG) 2016 Demographic and Growth
Forecast which has a year 2040 time horizon. California State law requires that public
agency water suppliers update their UWMP every five years with the upcoming round
of updates due in June of 2021.

The CVWD reference that the Draft EIR says that existing urban water management
plans for the Mission Springs Water District (MSWD) and CVWD do not take into
account the proposed development associated with implementation of the GPU. This
is a correct statement because the 2015 UWMP’s were prepared prior to the General
Plan Update. The 2015 UWMP for the MSWD, which serves 98% of the population
within the City of Desert Hot Springs and its Sphere of Influence (SOI), estimated a
year 2015 population of 37,614 (including the City SOI) and a projected year 2040
population of 70,114. In contrast, the Draft EIR projected a year 2040 population of
136,402, although this estimate includes the small area that is served by the CVWD.
The CVWD 2015 UWMP does not include population projections or estimates specific
to the area that it serves within the City and its SOI.

This comment also addresses Mitigation Measure UTL-1 which was included in the
Draft EIR to mitigate potential water supply issues. Water supply issues are addressed
in Section 4.19 (Utilities and Service Systems) as well as Section 4-10 (Hydrology and
Water Quality) of the Draft EIR

Desert Hot Springs GP Update and Zoning Amendment
Final EIR May 01, 2020
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Response to Comments

ID | Response to Comment Letter B- Coachella Valley Water District
The full text of Mitigation Measure UTL-1 is provided below.

Mitigation Measure ULT-1: Developments, under the GPU, will not be approved if
they increase water use in excess of what is identified for supply in 2040 under the
most recent UWMP.

The CVWD comment asserts that, because the Draft EIR acknowledges that the
growth contemplated in the GPU is not accounted for in the 2015 UWMP’s (referred to
by the commenter as a “shortfall”), Mitigation Measure ULT-1 “seems contradictory by
proposing growth that exceeds the water supply identified by the MSWD and CVWD in
their 2015 UWMPs.”

Mitigation Measure (MM) UTL-1 is not contradictory with respect to water supply.
Instead it acknowledges the water supply planned for in the UWMP’s and provides a
hard limit for avoiding future water supply shortages by restricting growth to that which
can be accommodated by the water supply estimated in the UWMP’s. MM UTL-1 uses
the City’s Police Powers to ensure that future growth is firmly linked to existing and
planned water supply. Although the projected “worst case” 2040 population projection
used to evaluate potential environmental impacts exceeds the population projected in
the UWMP, such impacts are less than significant because MM UTL ensures that
growth cannot occur unless a reliable supply of water can be provided to support such
growth.

B3 | This comment indicates that: 1) the General Plan Update (GPU) must align itself with
the current and proposed water supply planning documents (presumably UWMPSs); 2)
Current imported water supply (which is used to artificially replenish groundwater
basins) will not meet the GPU’s projected future water demand due to climate change
and environmental constraints in the San Francisco Bay Delta; 3) It is the CVWD'’s
opinion that the GPU’s impact on sustainable groundwater supply is significant and
that mitigation (MM ULT-1) is not adequate, and 4) Encourages closer consultation
with CVWD and DWA to ensure consistency with the water supply planning documents
for the Mission Creek sub-basin.

The City does not agree with the assertion that that the GPU is not aligned with current
and future water supply planning documents and would note that MM ULT-1 provides
for strict alignment with UWMP’s, since developments that exceeds what is identified
for supply in 2040 under the most recent UWMP will not be approved.

The current Department of Finance population estimate as of January 1, 2020 is 29,251
persons, while the 2015 MSWD, which serves approximately 98% of the population of
the City and SOI, projected a year 2020 population of 34,287(The CVWD did not
include specific information for the 2% of the population they serve). Since there
currently is a short-term water supply surplus that could serve an additional 5,036
persons it is not likely that the estimated water demand for 2020 included in the current
UWMP will be exceeded before the UWMP update is completed by June of 2021.

In addition, the 2016 SCAG Demographics and Growth Forecast that, according to the
commenter, will provide the basis for the 2020 updates to the UWMP, has an initial
start year of 2012 and includes a 2020 population estimate of 39.200, exceeding the
2019 DOF estimate of 29,251 by nearly 9,949 persons. SCAG is also in the process of
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ID | Response to Comment Letter B- Coachella Valley Water District

preparing the 2020 update to the SCAG Demographics and Growth Forecast which is
scheduled for review on May 7, 2020. The new SCAG forecast will likely be completed
prior to or closely following the adoption of the updates to the UWMP’s for the MSWD,
CVWD, and DWA, which will create a further challenge in coordination of forecasts with
the UWMP’s and other documents related to water supply.

Another illustration with respect to the predictive efficacy of population/demographics
forecasting is provided by examining the forecast included in the current General Plan,
which was adopted in the year 2000, with the historic population growth that has
occurred in the City of Desert Hot Springs. The 2000 Desert Hot Springs General Plan
estimates “the General Plan could add about 178,058 additional people to the City’s
population. When combined with the City’s existing population of 15,398 residents, the
City’s maximum peak seasonal population could reach approximately 193,456.” (Page
[1I-15, 2000 Desert Hot Springs General Plan). The total population envisioned in the
2000 General Plan is approximately 46% higher than the 136,402 persons projected
for 2040 in the propose GPU. In fact, the population of the City during the roughly 20
years since the existing General Plan was adopted has only increased by 13,843
persons from 15,398 to 29,251: an annual average increase of 692 persons or
approximately 4.5%.

The two tables below show the population and housing growth that has occurred within
the City since 1990 and also provides two growth projection scenarios. The Aggressive
Growth Scenario shown in Table 1 is consistent with the projection included in the Draft
EIR and is based on a 20-year time horizon. The Conservative Growth Scenario shown
in Table 2 results in a growth rate roughly comparable to the rate of historic growth that
has occurred since 1990 and is based on a 40-year time horizon. Both scenarios
include somewhat accelerated growth rates in the first ten years in order to provide for
compliance with State housing requirements. Both scenarios are also based on growth
within City boundaries because historic information was not available for Sphere of
Influence areas.

Desert Hot Springs GP Update and Zoning Amendment 2-9
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ID | Response to Comment Letter B- Coachella Valley Water District

Table 1:
Desert Hot Springs City Housing Growth —
Aggressive Growth Scenario (20-year timeframe)

City (A)
p Percent Notes and
Source/Growth Year Population Hnt:‘?tl:g Growth G o
1990 11,668 5,494 -
1995 15,093 6,616 20.4%
2000 16,582 7,034 6.3% 2000 Recession
Department of
Finance Historic 2005 20,294 8,501 20.9%
Housing Growth (B) 2010 25.938 10,095 18.8% City Annexation
(I-10 Area)
2015 | 28,315 11,485 13.8% | Growth Slowed
as a Result of Great
2019 29,390 1 1,562 0.7% Recession
2024 43,879 17,262 49.3% Growth to
. Meet State Housing
General Plan Build o :
Out (Projections) — 2030 58,368 22,962 33.0% Requirements
Aggressive Growth | 5035 | 72,857 28,662 24.8%
Scenario (C) SCAG 2076
[s)
2040 88,476 34,808 21.4% SCS/RTP2040: 21,900 Units;

Note: (A) City of Desert Hot Springs (excludes Sphere of Influence)

Sources: (B) Department of Finance Demographic Research Unit, Population and Housing Estimates for Cities, 1990
to 2019.

(C) MIG General Plan Projections
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ID | Response to Comment Letter B- Coachella Valley Water District

Table 2:
Desert Hot Springs City Housing Growth —
Conservative Growth Scenario (40-year timeframe)

City (A
Source/Growth Year o I-)Iousin Percent Notes and
Population Units 9 Growth Observations
1990 11,668 5,494 -
1995 15,093 6,616 20.4%
2000 16,582 7,034 6.3% 2000 Recession
Department of Finance
Historic Housing 2005 20,294 8,501 20.9%
Growth (B) 2010 | 25,938 10,095 18.8% | City Annexation
’ ’ (I-10 Area)
2015 | 28,315 11,485 13.8% Srowltth ?lgwe(: asa
esult of Grea
2019 29,390 1 1,562 0.7% Recession
2024 38,439 15,122 30.8% Growth to
Meet State Housing
2030 47,489 18,682 23.5% Requirements
2035 54,319 21,369 14.4%
General Plan Build Out o SCAG 2016 RTP/SCS
(Projections) - 2040 61,149 24,056 12.6% 2040: 21,900 Units
Conservative (C) 2045 67,979 26,743 11.2% o
Projection: Average of
2050 74,810 29,430 10.0% 10% Growth Every Five
Years
2055 81,640 32,117 9.1%
2060 88,476 34,808 8.4%

Notes: (A) City of Desert Hot Springs (excludes Sphere of Influence)

Sources: (B) Department of Finance Demographic Research Unit, Population and Housing Estimates for Cities, 1990
to 2019.

(C) MIG General Plan Projections

As illustrated by the review of the difference between the actual and projected
population growth under the 2000 Desert Hot Springs General Plan growth projections
and forecasts have limited predictive accuracy, especially in the long term. The
“aggressive” growth projections were used in the Draft EIR so that worst-case
conditions could be evaluated in order to avoid criticism that potential environmental
impacts that could occur are not fully and thoroughly analyzed. While the actual growth
that will occur in the future cannot be known with certainty, implementation of MM UTL-
1 ensures that growth and water supply will remain in balance.

Since MM UTL-1 provides the vehicle to ensure that water supply and demand from
future growth are kept in balance, the City does not agree with the CVWD opinion that
MM UTL-1 is not adequate to address the potentially significant impacts on sustainable
groundwater supply. The simple fact is that MM UTL-1 as written will directly and
closely link growth levels to water supply: if adequate water supply is not available,
new development cannot occur. However, in order to further ensure a reliable water
supply, the language in MM UTL-1 has been revised and enhanced to, in collaboration
with water suppliers, better monitor and plan to address the potential for shortages in
the future.
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ID | Response to Comment Letter B- Coachella Valley Water District
Provided below is revised language for Mitigation Measure UTL-1

Mitigation Measure UTL-1: Developments under the General Plan Update (GPU), will
not be approved if they increase water use in excess of what is identified for supply i
2040 under the most recent applicable Urban Water Management Plan (UWMP),
including the long term horizon year and interim (5-year) short-term supply estimates
in the UWMP.

In order to ensure that water demand from new development is balanced with water
supply, a written report will be submitted annually by the City to the Mission Springs
Water District and the Coachella Valley Water District identifying building permits
issued and discretionary land use approvals that were approved during the past
calendar year. The Mission Springs Water District and the Coachella Valley Water
District may provide the estimated increase in water use generated by such
permits/approvals. by such permits/approvals, and shall also identify concerns and
issues regarding providing an adequate supply of water for such permits/approvals.

In their comment letter CVWD encouraged closer consultation by the City with CVWD
and DWA. In response, several revisions and policy additions have been made to the
General Plan Update to more fully address water supply, water agency coordination,
consultation and collaboration, and greater water agency involvement in the review of
development projects. These new and revised policies are included in Section 3 of this
document — Errata and Revisions.
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COMMENT LETTER C - DESERT WATER AGENCY (KRAUSE)

Joseph K. Stuart, President Mark 5. Krause, Genergl ManagerChief Engineer
&

Kristin Bloomer, Vice President @ Best, Best L Knieger, General Counsel
craig A. Baing, Secretany-Treasurer — Krieger & Stewart, Corsulting Engineers
Patricia &. Cygar, Director

James Cioffi, Director

April 1,2020

Project: Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) for the City of Desert Hot Springs
Attn: Rebecca Deming, Community Development Director

Community Development Department

65950 Pierson Boulevard

Desert Hot Springs, CA 92240

RE: Desert Water Agency Comments on the Draft Environmental Impact Report for the Propozed General Plan Update for the City of Desert
Hot Springs

Dear Mz Deming:

Desert Water Agency (DWA) iz an independent special district of the State of California created by a special act of the California Legislature in
1961 a= set forth in the California Water Code Appendix (Chapter 100, West's Edition), known as “The Desert Water Agency Law.” DWA was
created for the purpose of bringing imporied water to the western Coachella Valley. It iz one of only 2% State Water Confractors in California
which has a right to imported water from the State Water Project.

Purcuant to California Water Code sections 10723(c)(3) and 10723.8 of the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA), DWA also
serves as the Groundwater Sustainability Agency (55A4) for the porfions of the Indio Sub-Basin (DWR Suk-Basin Mo. 7-21.0 1), Mission Creek
Sub-Basin (DWR Subk-Basin No. 7-21.02) and San Gaorgonio Pass Sub-Basin (DWR Suk-Basin 7-2 1.04) shown on Figure 2 (attached).

DWA iz one of the statutorly named local agencies given the exclusive power o be the GSA within its boundaries. In addition to the
groundwater management responsibiliies given to DWA under SGMA, DWA alzo haz groundwater management powers under iis enabling
legislation and other applicable law across a large portion of the northwestem Coachella Valley. To this end, DWA manages one groundwater
replenishment program in the Indio Sub-Baszin and another groundwater replenishment program in the Mission Creek Sub-Bazin, DWA relies
on these replenishment programs in the Indio and Mission Creek Sub-Bazing to help meet the water related needs of customers within itz
boundaries. C-1

DWA and Coachella Valley Water District (CVWD) completed construction of the Whitewater River Replenishment Facility in 1973 and the
Mission Creek Replenishment Facility in 2002, Recharge activifies commenced within each respective sub-basin upon completion of the
facilites.

DWA and CVWD together ars responsible for ensunng the sustainability of the groundwater supply within the Mission Creek Sub-Basin, and
D'WA iz responsible for the sustainability of the Gamet Hill sub-area of the Indio Sub-Basin, all serving the Mission Springs Water District.
Altemative Groundwater Sustainability Plans (G3Ps) for these areas were approved by the California Department of Water Resources. These
Alemative GSPs are currently in the process of being updated and the population projections and water demands are based on the 2016
Southem California Association of Governments (SCAG) Demographics and Growth Forecast.

Under the SGMA, state policy on water supplies and land use decision making was amended to provide that there be close coordination and
conzultation between California's water supply or management agencies and California’s land use approval agencies to ensure that proper
water supply planning and management occurs to accommodate projects that will result in increased demand on water supplies or will impact
water resource management. More specifically, before the adoption or any substantial amendment of a city's or county's general plan, the

Desert Wiater Agency — 1200 South Gene AUty Tral, Paim Springs, CA 72244
P.O. Box 1710, Palm Springs, CA F2263-1710 | Phone: T40-323-4971 | Fax: 7460-325-6505 | WeDsite: www. dwa.ong
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DESERT,WATER -

w Page 2

City of DHS DEIR Comment

planning agency must review and consider the adoption of, or update fo, a groundwater sustainability plan or groundwater management
plan  (Govt. Code § 65352). Further, a city or county must now refer the proposed adoption or substantial amendment of a general
plan to any affected GSA (Govt Code § 63352). In response, the GSA must provide the land use agency with the current version of its C-1
GSP, other water management documents, and any additional imformation that is relevant to determining the adequacy of exising Cont.
and planned future water supplies to meet existing and planned future demands on these water supplies. However, nothing in the SGMA or
a G5P shall be interpreted as superseding the land use authorty of cifies and counties, including a city or county general plan, within the
basin (CWC § 10726.5).

DWA provides the following comments regarding the DEIR for the proposed General Plan Update for the City of Desert Hot Spring. The EIR
states that the MSWD and CVWD's existing wrban water management plans (UWMP’s) do not take imfo account the proposed
development associated with implementation of the GPU and further state that Mitigation Measure UTL-1 does not allow approval of new
development associated with the implementation of the GPU if they increase water use in excess of what is idenfified for supply in 2040
under the most recent UWMP’s. This document does not provide an explanation of how water demand will be controlled to insure it does
not exceed the thresholds provided in the 2015 UWMP's. Furthermore, the 2015 UWMPs are being updated and are basing their analysis
on @ more conservative population projection provided in the 2016 SCAG Demographics and Growth Forecast, which iz not consistent with
the City's proposed General Plan Update. C-2
Congultation with DWA and CYWD was not adequate in the preparation of this document. The Desert Hot Springs General Plan Update
must zlign itself with the current and proposed water supply planning documents for this area. The current General Plan Update does not
align with the population projections being used as the basis for future water supply planning. The current imported water supply is
significantly madequate to meet projected future water demands due to climate change and environmental constraints in the San Francisco
Bay Delta. DWA and CYWD are actively pursuing participation in the State Water Project Delta Conveyance Facility and Sites Reservoir
projects to provide increased future water supply to meet future water supply demand projections. However, both of these projects have not
yet obtamed approvals for construction. It is DWA's opinion that the impact of the General Plan Update on sustainable groundwater
supply is significant.

Sincerely,

- ; i -

W LA '{«.’m:i £/
Mark 5. Krauze

General Manager-Chief Enginesr

Attachment: 1 (Figure 2)

Desert Water Agency — 1200 South Gene Autty Trail, Paim Sprngs, CA P2264
P.C. Box 1710, Palm Springs, CA F2263-1710 | Phone: 760-323-4971 | Foo: 760-325-4505 | Website: wwaw. dwa.ong
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1D Response to Comment Letter C- Desert Water Agency

C-1 This comment summarizes the Desert Water Agency (DWA) roles and responsibilities
with respect to water supply and groundwater management and highlights the
District’'s major groundwater replenishment facilities and programs.

This comment also indicates an Alternative to a Groundwater Sustainability Plan for
the Mission Creek and Desert Hot Springs sub-basins was approved by the California
Department of Water Resources (DWR). DWA goes on to further explain that the
Alternative Plan is currently in the process of being updated, as required by DWR,
and the population projection and water demands for the sub-basins will be based on
the 2016 Southern California Association of Governments (SCAG) Demographics and
Growth Forecast.

This comment also describes the policy requirements and procedures of the State of
California Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA).

Although this comment provides useful background it does not actually provide
comment on the Draft EIR and therefore no further response is necessary.

C-2 This comment is similar to comments made in the letter received from the Coachella
Valley Water District included in Comment Letter B. Please see responses to
Comment B-2 and B-3.
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COMMENT LETTER D - LUCKER ANDERSON (LUCKER)

Ciy

LUCKERANDERSON

SEUES « ADVOCACY » CAMPAICHS

April 1, 2020

Rebecca Deming

Community Development Director
City of Desert Hot Springs

65950 Pierson Boulevard

Desert Hot Springs, CA 92240
rdeming@cityofdhs.org

re: Comments regarding the proposed Desert Hot Springs General Plan
Update and Draft EIR

Ms Deming:

On the behalf of Wintec Energy, D & E Land Company, D & F Land
Company, Wintec Properties, LLC, Windworks LLC, and SGWA Ill, we have
serious concermns and issues with the draft 2020 Desert Hot Springs General
Plan Update.

As proposed, the General Plan update includes great swaths of Renewable
Energy Land (REL), in the County of Riverside and within Desert Hot Springs
Sphere of Influence, located west of Indian Avenue, east of Highway 62,
south of Pierson Boulevard and bordered on the south by the Palm Springs
City Limits or Interstate 10. Desert Hot Springs wishes to include the REL in
its Industrial Zone. However, Desert Hot Springs Industrial Zone does not
allow solar, wind energy, natural gas or hydrogen based energy production
or battery storage uses (REL uses).

The draft General Plan Update, as it is written, will doom billions of dollars of
assats in this region when the CUPs for these essential energy production
facilities expire. REL land is currently Zoned W-E or M-2 and covered by
the Riverside County Wind Energy Overlay for a very important reason. This
region is one of the best REL sites in North America and is superior for
companion and supporting energy projects as well. The proposed General
Plan Update, as drafted, is an existential threat to wind energy and to gas-
powered energy plants that will ultimately transition to being hydrogen
fueled energy production facilities.

Further, the Draft Environmental Impact Report is totally defective to the extent it
does not consider the impact on climate change, wildlife and human health caused
by a land use policy which over time will eliminate these essential renewable energy
facilities, The General Plan Update ignores many of the City's key Policies, including:

Los Angeles Palm Springs
10401 Wilshire Boulevard, Ste. 1017 1801 E. Tahquitz Canyon Way, Ste. 101
Los Angeles, Califormia 90024 Palm Springs, California 92262
(310) 489 1605 (TB0) 792 4317
Clucker@luckerfnderson.com MAnderson@Luckerfnderson.com
2-16 City of Desert Hot Springs
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* Policy 05-1.2 Protect threatened, endangered or other special status
plant and animal species.

* Policy 05-2.1 Reduce air pollution.
*  Policy 05-2.2 Comply with State Laws addressing climate change.
+  Policy 05-2.4 Air quality goals.

*  Policy 05-4.5 Encourage solar energy farms. D-3

Cont.
*  Policy 05-4.9 Assure that no land use designation change hinders the

City's ability to allow and facilitate windmill development.

The solution for this critical emor in the draft General Plan Update and EIR is
for the City of Desert Hot Springs to adopt all Riverside County land use
policies with respect to the REL in their Industrial Zones.

Make no mistake, stakeholders in the renewable energy industry look
forward to working with Desert Hot Springs in adopting a workable and
comprehensive updated General Plan. However, as drafted, the Desert Hot D-4
Springs 2020 Draft General Plan Update is untenable and a threat to the
future of our assets and the future of renewable energy production in the
region.

Thank you for your consideration.

(o

Chris A. Lucker, for:
Wintec Energy

D & E Land Company
D &F Land Company
Wintec Properties LLC
Windworks LLC
SGWA I

www. LUCKER %ANDEH%N.MH 2
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ID

Response to Comment Letter D- Lucker Anderson

D-1

This introductory comment identifies the clients being represented by Lucker
Anderson and discusses provisions in the proposed General Plan Update (GPU) that
would place Renewable Energy Land in the Industrial designation, which would limit
certain types of renewable and non-renewable energy uses. This comment expresses
concerns over provisions in the GPU but does not raise any issues related to the EIR.
Therefore, no additional response is necessary.

The planning and land use issues raised in this comment, which do not pertain to the
Draft EIR, will be addressed through deliberations on the GPU during the public
hearing process.

This comment expresses concerns over provisions in the GPU but does not raise any
issues related to the EIR. Therefore, no additional response is necessary.

The planning and land use issues raised in this comment, which do not pertain to the
Draft EIR, will be addressed through deliberations on the GPU during the public
hearing process.

Except for the first sentence of this comment it also addresses issues related to the
GPU and not the Draft EIR.

The first sentence of this comment asserts that the Draft EIR is defective because it
does not consider the impacts of land use policy that will purportedly, over time,
eliminate renewable energy facilities which would, in turn, impact climate change,
wildlife, and human health. However, this comment is not substantiated by information
that explains the linkage of the referenced policy to specific impacts. The potential
impacts of Climate Change are addressed in Section 4.8 (Greenhouse Gas
Emissions) of the Draft EIR, and no substantiation or evidence has been provided by
the commenter that the potential loss of Renewable Energy Land (REL) would result
in impacts from shortages of renewable energy. Potential impacts on wildlife of the
GPU are addressed in Section 4.4 (Biological Resources). Impacts related to human
health and safety are addressed through the Draft EIR including Sections 4.3 (Air
Quality), 4.7 (Geology and Soils), 4.9 (Hazards and Hazardous Materials), 4.10
(Hydrology and Water Quality, 4.13 (Noise), and 4.20 (Wildfire).

Also, as discussed on page 4.6-14 of the Draft EIR, the Planning Area is within the
San Gorgonio Wind Resource Area but is not identified as a “Development Focus
Area” or “Variance Process Lands” in the Desert Renewable Energy Conservation
Plan. That is because there are other, more suitable areas for REL in the region.

This comment expresses concerns over provisions in the GPU but does not raise any
issues related to the Draft EIR. Therefore, no additional response is necessary.

The planning and land use issues raised in this comment, which do not pertain to the
Draft EIR, will be addressed through deliberations on the GPU during the public
hearing process.
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COMMENT LETTER E — RIVERSIDE COUNTY FLOOD CONTROL DISTRICT (YANG)

Rebecca Deming | Community Development Director

:“”ﬁ?\ Cffice: (760) 329-6411 ext. 240 Fax: (760) 288-0639
= ) -
¢ S~  City of Desert Hot Springs

— . .

\_/ 65950 Pierson Boulevard, Desert Hot Springs, CA 92240

www.cityeldhs.org

From: Yang, Han <hyana@BIVCO ORG=

Sent: Thursday, March 26, 2020 12:16 PM

To: Rebecea Deming <demina@eitvoidhs org=

Subject: Question: NOA_DEIR for the City General Plan Update

Hello Rebecca,

The District received the review request for the DEIR last week, please see the attached NOA.

Since this general plan update involves District's DHS Master Drainage Plan (MDP), | reviewed the drainage portion
It seems there are some information in the DEIR doesnt match District’s MDP report that was prepared in 2015.
Currently the updating of the MDP is on hold indefinitely.

Do you happen to know where and when the MDP information in the DEIR was obtained?

Thank you,

Han Yang | Development Review

Desert Hot Springs GP Update and Zoning Amendment 2-19
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ID Response to Comment Letter E- Riverside County Flood Control District

E-1 Information was included on page 4.10-6 of the Hydrology and Water Quality Section
of the Draft EIR (Section 4.10) that was incorrectly taken from a draft update of the
West Desert Hot Springs Master Drainage Plan (MDP) that was never approved.
Clarifying text changes are proposed and are included in Section 3 — Errata and
Revisions — of this document.
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA g"’* %
Governor’s Office of Planning and Research 3 ” §

State Clearinghouse and Planning Unit 7 o o

Gavin Newsom Kate Gordon
- —— Governer e s e e moa S g0 SRS o ST S _ Director. _. _. .

April 1,2020

Rebecca Demming

Desert Hot Springs, City of
65950 Pierson Boulevard
Desert Hot Springs, CA 92240

Subject: Desert Hot Springs General Plan Update and Zoning Amendment
SCH#: 2019080101

Dear Rebecca Demming:

The State Clearinghouse submitted the above named EIR to selected state agencies for review. The review
period closed on 3/30/2020, and no state agencies submitted comments by that date. This letter
acknowledges that you have complied with the State Clearinghouse review requirements for draft
environmental documents, pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act, please visit:
https://ceqanet.opr.ca.gov/2019080101/3 for full details about your project.

Please call the State Clearinghouse at (916) 445-0613 if you have any questions regarding the
environmental review process. If you have a question about the above-named project, please refer to the
ten-digit State Clearinghouse number when contacting this office.

Sincerely,

Scott Morgan
Director, State Clearinghouse

1400 TENTH STREET P.O. BOX 3044 SACRAMENTO, CALIFORNIA 95812-3044
TEL 1-916-445-0613  state.clearinghouse@opr.ca.gov www.opr.ca.gov
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ID Response to Comment Letter F- California Office of Planning and Research
State Clearinghouse

F-1 This comment letter from the State Clearinghouse indicates that no comment letters
on the Draft EIR were received from any State agencies. This letter does not include
any comments on the Draft EIR, and no further response is necessary.
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TRANSPORTATION AND
LAND MANAGEMENT AGENCY

Patricia Romo, P.E. Mojahed Salama, P.E.

Director of Transportation

Deputy for Transportation/Capital Projects

Transportation Department Richard Lantis, P.L.S.

Deputy for Transportation/Planning and

Development

April 8, 2020

City of Desert Hot Springs

Community Development Director

65950 Pierson Blvd.

Desert Hot Springs, CA 92240

Attn: Rebecca Deming, Community Development Director

RE: Notice of Availability (NOA) for Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) for the
City of Desert Hot Springs General Plan Update Draft EIR.

Dear Ms. Deming:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment for the Notice of Availability (NOA) for Draft
Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) for the City of Desert Hot Springs General Plan Update
Draft (EIR).

Based on a comparison between the County’'s General Plan Circulation Element and the City of
Desert Hot Springs General Plan Update, a few inconsistencies arise between the County and City
Circulation Elements that are related to roadway widths and/or number of lanes at a number of

locations at the City/County boundary and within the City’s Sphere of Influence.

The City Circulation Element classifies roadways with higher and lower designations than their

respective counterparts on the County Circulation Element.

The Riverside County Transportation Department (County) requests the City to coordinate
changes to its Circulation Element with County Transportation and Planning Departments to

address inter-jurisdictional classification and transitions.

4080 Lemon Street, 8" Floor - Riverside, CA 92501 - (951) 955-6740
P.O. Box 1090 - Riverside, CA 92502-1090 - FAX (951) 955-3198
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TRANSPORTATION AND
LAND MANAGEMENT AGENCY

Mojahed Salama, P.E.

Patricia Romo, P.E.
Director of Transportation

Deputy for Transportation/Capital Projects

Tl‘ﬂl‘lSpOl‘tation D epa rtment Richard Lantis, P.L.S.

Deputy for Transportation/Planning and
Development

Thank you again for the opportunity to review the DEIR. Please contact me at (951) 955-2016

with questions or comments.

Sincerely,

K trecti—

Russell Williams

Development Review Manager
RUW: KKT/TT
cc: Juan C. Perez, Director of Transportation and Land Management

Patricia Romo, Director of Transportation

Richard Lantis, Deputy Director of Transportation

4080 Lemon Street, 8™ Floor - Riverside, CA 92501 - (951) 955-6740
P.O. Box 1090 - Riverside, CA 92502-1090 - FAX (951) 955-3198
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ID Response to Comment Letter G- Riverside County Transportation Department

G-1 This comment letter notes that there are some inconsistencies between County and
City Circulation Elements with respect to roadway widths and/or number of lanes,
and further requests the City to coordinate changes to its Circulation Element with
the County Transportation and Planning Department.

This letter does not make any comments with respect to the adequacy of the Draft
EIR and, therefore, no additional response related to the Draft EIR is necessary.
However, the sizes needed to accommodate future traffic but will be monitored over
time and adjusted as needed.
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AGUA CALIENTE BAND OF CAHUILLA INDIANS

(T

March 24, 2020 03-012-2018-001

[VIA EMAIL T redeming@otyofdhz org)
City of Dezert Hot Springs

Iis. Rebecca Deming

65-950 Fierson Blwd

Desert Hot Springs, Cali fornia 92240

Re: City of Desert Hot Springs General Plan Update
Diear Mz Eebecca Deming,

The Agua Caliente Band of Cahuilla Indians (&4 CBCT) appreciates your efforts to include the
Tribal Historic Preservation Office (THEO in the General Plan Update project. The project area
1z not located within the boundarnies of the ACBECI Eeservation. However, 1t 15 within the
Tribe’s Traditi onal TTee Area For this reason, the ACECI THPO requests the following:

*4¢ this time the concerns of the ACBCI THP O have been addressed and proper
mitigati on measures have been proposed to ensure the protecti on of tribal cultural
rescuces, This letter shall conclude our ABSZ consultation efforts.

*4¢ this time the concerns of the ACBCI THP O have been addressed and proper
mitigati on measures have been proposed to ensure the protecti on of tribal cultural
resouces. This letter shall conclude cur consultation efforts under 3B 15

Again, the &gua Caliente appreciates yvour interestin our cultural heritage. If vou have questions
of require additi onal inform ati on, please call me at (760Y699-6907. ¥ ou may also email me at
ACECI-THPO@aguacali ente.net.

Cordially,
7 l‘"ikl Hea w. -!? l#-lh‘:-h- -Flulh.-\

Pattie Garcia-Flotkin

Durector

Trhal Historic Preservation Office
AGTTA CALIENTE BAND

OF CAHUILLA INDIARS
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ID Response to Comment Letter H- Agua Caliente Band of Cahuilla Indians

H-1 This comment letter was received during the Draft EIR public review period indicating
that the SB 18 and AB 52 tribal consultation processes have been concluded to their
satisfaction. Although this letter does not explicitly address issues pertaining to the
Draft EIR it is included as part of the administrative record. No further response is
necessary.
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3.0 - ERRATA

This section identifies revisions to the Desert Hot Springs General Plan Update and Zoning
Amendment Draft EIR to incorporate clarifications prepared in response to comments on the
General Plan Update Draft EIR or minor errors corrected through subsequent review. Additions
are shown in underline. Deletions are shown in strikethrough.

None of the revisions below represents a substantial increase in the severity of an identified
significant impact or the identification of a new significant impact, mitigation, or alternative
considerably different from those already considered in the Draft EIR.

Draft EIR Volume | — Section 4.4 (Biological Services)

The corrections and revisions made to this section of the EIR are made in response to the
Comment letter received from the Coachella Valley Association of Governments (CVAG)
regarding the Coachella Valley Multi-Species Habitat Conservation Plan (CVMSHCP)

The following revisions are made to page 4.4-30, third paragraph:

Coachella Valley Multiple Species Habitat Conservation Plan (CVMSHCP): The CVMSHCP
received a California state permit in September 2008 and a federal permit in October 2008. A
Major Amendment to the Plan was completed on August 24, 2016 to include the City of Desert
Hot Springs and Mission Springs Water District. The Plan identifies the most valuable resource
protection areas in and around the Planning Area and establishes a permanent habitat reserve
and perpetual land management program while accommodating adjacent urban development and
recreational uses. Without the CVMSHCP, individual ‘take permits’ from the USFWS would be
required for individual developments that may impact sensitive species or sensitive habitat.
Implementation of the CVMSHCP’s objectives and provisions satisfies the legal requirements for
the issuance of ‘take permits’ removing the need for individual permits in most cases.

The following revisions are made to page 4.4-30, fourth paragraph, fifth sentence:

Individual projects within a conservation area receive a determination of consistency with the
CVMSHCP through Joint Project Review (JPR) with the Coachella Valley Association—of
GovernmentsConservation Commission (GVAGCVCC).

The following revisions are made to page 4.4-31, adding the following after the fourth paragraph:

Riverside County Policy A-61

The City of Desert Hot Springs has a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with Riverside
County to implement County Policy A-61 in Conservation Areas within the 1-10 Annexation Area.
This policy establishes the Riverside County allocation of take policy for the CVMSHCP.

The following revisions are made to page 4.4-31, fifth paragraph:

The Riverside County General Plan: The plan is applicable to the Sphere of Influence portions
of the Planning Area with Policy 61 applying to the I-10 Annexation Area, includes policies in its
Multipurpose Open Space Element designed to preserve natural resources for both ecological
and recreational purposes. These policies are designed to implement the provisions of
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CVMSHCPs throughout the county, including the CVMSHCP. Those policies relating to biological
resources are as listed follows:

The following revisions are made to page 4.4-33, fourth paragraph:

Multiple Species Habitat Conservation Plans

0S-17.1 Enforce the provisions of applicable MSHCP's and implement related Riverside County
policies when conducting review of possible legislative actions such as general plan amendments,
zoning ordinance amendments, etc. including policies regarding the handling of private and public
stand alone applications for general plan amendments, lot line adjustments and zoning ordinance
amendments that are not accompanied by, or associated with, an application to subdivide or other

land use development appllcatlon Eve#y—stand—ale%apeheahen—ehaﬂ—mqwe—an—rm%—#@bﬂat

The following revisions are made to Mitigation Measure BIO-4 on page 4.4-38, first full paragraph:

BlO-4: Habitat Revegetation, Restoration, and/or Conservation: If riparian habitat or other
sensitive natural communities are impacted by project-related activities, a habitat restoration and
revegetation plan will be developed. Habitat restoration and revegetation plans will include, at a
minimum: a) the location of restoration sites and assessment of appropriate reference sites; b)
the plant species to be used, sources of local propagules, container sizes, and seeding rates; (c)
a schematic depicting the mitigation area; (d) a local seed and cuttings and planting schedule; (e)
a description of the irrigation methodology; (f) measures to control exotic vegetation on site; (g)
specific success criteria; (h) a detailed monitoring program; (i) contingency measures should the
success criteria not be met; and j) identification of the party responsible for meeting the success
criteria and providing for conservation of the mitigation site in perpetuity. Monitoring of restoration
areas should extend across a sufficient time frame to ensure that the new habitat is established,
self-sustaining, and capable of surviving drought.

For Projects with CVMSHCP Conservation Areas, habitat revegetation, restoration, and
conservation will be vetted via coordination with the appropriate resource agencies and the
Coachella Valley Conservation Commission (CVCC) through the Habitat—Evaluation—and

Joint Project Review (JPR) processes to ensure the

Acquisition-Negetiation-Strategy-(HANS)-and-
Project aligns with the goals and policies of the CVMSHCP{section-6-6-1-1and-6.6-12).
Draft EIR Volume | — Section 4.10 (Hydrology and Water Quality)

The following revisions are made to page 4.10-6, starting with the first paragraph:

Text. The District and City initiated preparation of the West Desert Hot Springs Master Drainage
Plan (WDHS MDP) to effectively manage flood hazards by providing storm water
management/drainage conveyance. The WDHS MDP_includes: (1) regional flood-control
improvements for Morongo Wash and Mission Creek; (2) local drainage facilities throughout the
planning area; and (3) revised regional flood hazard mapping and floodplain management
measures.
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b. . b 50_mil  local drai cacilit
C. nine detention basins totaling 126 acres.

Draft EIR Volume | — Section 4.5 (Cultural Resources)

The follow clarifying revision were requested by the Agua Caliente Band of Cahuilla Indians during
the SB 18 and AB 52 tribal consultation.

The following revision is made to Page 4.5-1, second paragraph, last sentence.
All of these natural resources were utilized and managed by the Cahuilla.
The following revision is made to Page 4.5-1, third paragraph, first sentence.

The Coachella Valley, including the Planning Area, has been the home to the Cahuilla Indians fer

several-hundred-years-since time immemorial.

The following revision is made to Page 4.5-1, by adding the following sentence in the fourth
paragraph, after the seventh sentence.

In 1876, President Grant set aside reservations for Tribes across the land, including the Agua
Caliente Reservation.

Draft EIR Volume | — Section 4.18 (Tribal Cultural Resources)

The follow clarifying revision were requested by the Agua Caliente Band of Cahuilla Indians during
the SB 18 and AB 52 tribal consultation.

The following revisions are made to Page 4.18-4, first paragraph, first sentence.

At least two tribal cultural resources have been identified within the Planning Area by the Agua
Caliente Band of Cahuilla_Indians. Pursuant to Section 15130 (b)(1) there are no proposed
projects within the Planning Area that would have a cumulative impact on these two identified
tribal cultural resources.
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Draft EIR Volume | — Section 4.19 (Utilities and Service Systems)
The following revisions are made to Mitigation Measure UTL-1 on page 4.19-15:

Mitigation Measure UTL-1: Developments under the General Plan Update (GPU), will not be
approved if they increase water use in excess of what is identified for supply in 2040 under the
most recent applicable Urban Water Management Plan (UWMP), including the long term horizon
year and interim (5-year) short-term supply estimates in the UWMP.

In order to ensure that water demand from new development is balanced with water supply, a
written report will be submitted annually by the City to the Mission Springs Water District and the
Coachella Valley Water District identifying building permits issued and discretionary land use
approvals that were approved during the past calendar year. The Mission Springs Water District
and the Coachella Valley Water District may provide the estimated increase in water use
generated by such permits/approvals and shall also identify concerns and issues regarding
providing an adequate supply of water for such permits/approvals.

The following revisions are made to page 4.19-12, starting with the second paragraph:

Desert Hot Springs General Plan: The Mobility and Infrastructure, Land Use and Community
Design, Open Space and Natural Resource, and Safety and Noise Elements of the General Plan
Update addresses utilities. Several policies are identified in these Elements that address issues
related to utilities and service systems and to-maintainand-enhance-the-visual characterof-the
Planning-Area-as-well-as reduce potential impacts related to implementation of the GPU:

e Policy LU-1.1: Balanced Growth

e Policy LU-2.9: Residential Master Plan Communities.

e Policy LU-3.11: Efficiency in Providing City Services and Infrastructure.
e Policy LU-9.1: Public Services.

e Policy LU-13.11: Natural Landforms.

o Policy MI-5.5: Green Streets.

o Policy MI-11.1: Infrastructure Service.

e Policy MI-11.5: Development Impacts.

e Policy MI-11.10: Water Quality

e Policy MI-11.11: Reduce Energy.

e Policy MI-11.13: Infrastructure Planning.

o Policy MI-11.14: Wastewater Services Consultation.

e Policy MI-11.15: Wastewater.

o Policy MI-11.16: Septic Tank Removal.

o Policy MI-11.17: Water Treatment and Delivery Infrastructure.

e Policy MI-11.18: Long-Range Water Supply Coordination.

o Policy OS-3.1: Water Conservation.
e Policy OS-3.2: Water Conservation Incentives.
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e Policy OS-3.5: Water District Consultation.

¢ Policy OS-3.6: Landscaping.

o Policy 0OS-3.7: Gray Water.

e Policy OS-3.8: Recycled Water.

e Policy 0S-3.9: Groundwater Contamination.

e Policy OS-3.10: Site Drainage.

o Policy OS-3.11: Reliable Water Supply

e Policy OS-3.12: Future Water Supply Constraints.
o Policy OS-3.13: Water Supply/Projected Growth Balance.
e Policy 0OS-5.1: Recycling Services.

o Policy 0OS-5.2: Waste Reduction.

e Policy OS-7.3: Drought-Tolerant Landscaping.

¢ Policy SN-6.6: Utilities and Vital Service Providers.
e Policy SN-7.1: Flood Control Improvements.

e Policy SN-7.3: Coordination.

e Policy SN-7.4: Master Drainage Plan

e Policy SN-7.7: Hydrological Studies

The following additions and revisions are made to Table 4.0-1 General Plan Policies to Avoid or
Reduce Environmental Impacts - starting on page 4.0-3:

Mobility and Infrastructure Element

Policy MI-11.10: Water Supply—Quality. Protect the quality and supply of the City’'s water
sources.

Policy MI-11.17: Water Treatment and Delivery Infrastructure. Use a coordinated review
process with local water supply agencies to assess the rate of growth in the City and the near-
and mid-term impacts of growth on water treatment and delivery infrastructure. Link the City’s
ability to approve projects and issue building permits to the agencies’ capacity to deliver services
based on its capital improvement programs and fee structures.

Policy MI-11.18: Long-Range Water Supply Coordination. Coordinate with water agencies
during the preparation of long-range water supply plans, including Urban Water Management
Plans and updates to the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA) groundwater
sustainability plans.

Open Space, Natural, and Cultural Resources Element

Policy 0S-3.2: Water Conservation Incentives. Encourage residents and businesses to
practice water conservation through incentive programs and where necessary, develop/support
programs that penalize wasteful practices.
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Policy 0S-3.11: Reliable Water Supply. Consult with local water agencies to plan for adequate
supplies of domestic water facilities commensurate with historical growth, anticipated growth, and
planned long-term growth.

Policy 0S-3.12: Future Water Supply Constraints. Recognize any immediate water supply
constraints and consider long-term availability of water in the approval of development projects.

Policy 0S-3.13: Water Supply/Projected Growth Balance. Use a coordinated review process
with local water resource management agencies to assess the rate of growth in the City and the
near- and mid-term demands on projected available water resources and consistency with water
management plans and SGMA groundwater sustainability plans. Link the City’s ability to approve
projects and issue building permits to the water resource _management agencies’ ability to
manage resources consistent with approved water management plans, SGMA groundwater
sustainability plans, and Urban Water Management Plans.
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4.0 - PUBLIC CIRCULATION

Availability and Distribution

The Notice of Preparation (NOP) was submitted on August 5, 2019 to the State Clearinghouse
for distribution to State agencies on the standard notification list maintained by the City of Desert
Hot Springs Community Development Department. The Notice of Availability (NOA) was
distributed to all agencies on the standard notification list via certified mail (see below) and was
posted to the County of Riverside Registrar-Recorder/County Clerk and published with the Desert
Star Weekly beginning on February 14, 2020 and ending on April 1, 2020. The NOA was sent to
government agencies, neighboring cities, and non-governmental interested parties. The NOA and
Notice of Completion (NOC) were both mailed to the State Clearinghouse for distribution to State
agencies. Notification was also submitted to local Native American Tribal Governments in
accordance with CEQA statutes, guidelines, and Assembly Bill (AB) 52.
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Notice of Preparation Distribution/Consultation

MR
L5

NOTICE OF PREPARATION

DATE: Amngnst 5, 2019
TO: Responsible Agencies, Tmstee Agencies, and Interested Parties
LEAD AGENCY: City of Desert Hot Springs

Contact: Rebecca Deming

55950 Pierzon Boulevard

Desert Hot Spongs, CA. 92240

SUBJECT: Motice of Preparation of a Diraft Environmental Impact Report for the City
of Desert Hot Springs General Plan Update'

MNOTICE OF PREEPARATION REVIEW PERIOD: Angust 6 to September 5, 2019

The City of Desert Hot Springs (City) will be the Lead Agency and will prepare a Diraft Environmental
Impact Repoct (DEIR) pursuant to the California Environmental COuality Act (CEQA) for the
proposed General Flan Update (described below). We are interested in your agency’s views as to the
appropoate scope and content of the DEIR’s environmental information pertaining to your agency’s
statutory responsibilities related to the project. We will need the name of a contact person for your
agency. For interested individuals, we would like to be informed of environmental topics of interest

to you reparding the project.

The City has already determined that an EIR is required for the proposed General Flan Update and,
and as permitted by CEQA Guidelines Section 15060(d) (Preliminary Rewiew), the City will not
prepare an Initial Stady for the project

The proposed project, its location, and its potential environmental effects are described below. The
City welcomes public input doong the Notice of Preparation (INOP) review period. Due to the time
limits mandated by the CEQA Guidelines, your response must be sent not lafer than 30 days after
Four receipt of this notice. If no response or request for additional time is received by the end of
the review peciod, the City may presume that you have no response.

'Per Title 14, California Code of Repulations, Califomis Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines, Sections
15082(a), 15103, and 15375
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Notice of Preparation Mailing List

Flinn Fagg, &ICP

Diirector of Planning Services
Planning Department

City of Palm Springs

3200 E. Tahquitz Canyon Way
Palm Springs, CA 92262

Tom Kirk, Exacutive Director
Coachella Valley Association of
Govermments

73-710 Fred Waring Drive, Ste #200
Palm Desart, CA 92260

Anthony Madrigal, Jr.

Twenty-Mine Palms Band of Mission Indians
Diirector of Tribal Historic Presenvation
46-200 Harriscn Place

Coachella, CA 92235

Pabdo Ramirez, Esq.,

Housing Practice Growp Director
1040 lowsa Avanwe Suite 109
Riwarside, CA 92507

United States

Rick Wade, Ganeral Manager
Desert Valley Disposal Inc.
4650 East Mesquite Avenue
Palm Springs, CA 922684

Ywonne Franco, District Manager
Coachella Valley Resource Conservation
Dristrict

BA10TT Indic Blvd. Swite &

Indioc, GA 82201

Tammy Martin, Executive Director
Friends of the Dasert Mountains
51500 Highway T4

Palm Desert, CA 892260

Irene M. Rodriguez, Executive Director
Cabot's Pueblo Musaum

GTE16 E. Desart View Avenue

Dresert Hot Springs, CA 92240

David Smith, Park Superintendeant,
Joshua Tree Mational Park

74485 Mational Park Drive
Twentynine Palms, CA S2277-3507

Robart Rodriguaz

Director of FlanningBuilding
Planning Department

City of Cathedral City

BA&T00 Avenida Lale Guerrero
Cathedral City, CA 92234

Jeff Brandt

Sanior Environmental Sciantist
Califormia Department of Fish and Game
Inland Deserts Region {Region &)

3802 Inland Empine Blvd, Suite C-220
Ointario, CA 91764

Ping Change

Manager, Compliance Monitoning
SCAG

900 Wilshire Bhed., Ste. 1700

Lios Angeles, CA 90017

Steve Bigley, Director
Cpachella Valley Water District
51501 Tyler Strest

PO, Box 1058

Coachella, CA 92236

Rose Mayes, Executive Direcior

Fair Housing Council of Riverside County
B55 M. Palm Canyon, Suite 202

Palm Springs, CA 82253

Lawuren Skiver, Chief Executive
Officer/General Manager
Sunline Transit Agency
32-505 Hamy Cliver Trail
Thousand Falms, G4 92276

Sandra Lyon, Superintendent of Schocls
Palm Springs Unified School District
150 District Center Drive

Palm Springs. CA 92254

Lamy Singh

Community Program Spacialist

Desert Hot Springs Family Resource Center
14-201 Palm Drive, Suite 108

Desert Hot Springs, CA 92240

Sowthermn Ca Gas Co.
Construction Planning
Inland Empire Region

1961 West Lugonia Avenua
Redlands, Ca 92373
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Juan C. Parez, TLM#& Director
County of Rivarside

4080 Lemon St, 14th Floor
P.O. Box 1605

Riverside, CA 92502-1605

Wictoria Martin, Tribal Secretany
Augustine Band of Cahuilla Indians
PO Box B46

84-481 Avenua 54

Coachella, CA 92236

Lijin Sun, J.0.

Program Supervisor, CEQA IGR
Sowth Coast Air Quality Management
District

21865 East Copley Drive

Diamond Bar, CA 91765-4178

Danny Friend

Diractor of Enginesring and Cperaticns
Mission Springs Water District

85575 Second Street

Desart Hot Springs, CA 92240

Jim R. Karnpiak, Executive Direcior
Coachella Walley Mountains Conservancy
73710 Fred Waring Driva, Suite 112
Palm Desert, CA 92260

Scott Moman, Deputy Director
State Clearinghouse

PO Baox 3044

1400 Tenth Streat
Sacramento, CA 95812-3044

Joaguin Tijering, Director
Coachella Walley Small Business
Devalopmant Center

44-199 Monroa Streat, Suite B
Indiz, CaA 92201

Joa Wallace

Chief Executive Officer

Coachella Valley Economic Parinership
3111 East Tahquitz Canyon Way

Palm Springs, California 82262

Edison International
Attn: Planning Dept.
28T Tannessaa Streat
Redlands, Ca 92373
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Please send your comments to:

Rebecca Deming, Commmunity Development Director
City of Desert Hot Springs
65950 Pierson Blvd.
Deesert Hot Springs, CA. 92240
(760) 329-6411

To allow for maling, receipt, and 30-day review of this NOP, the comment peciod closes on
Seprember 5, 2019,

’ QA Augnust §, 2019

ecca E _____b Drate

Community Development Director
(T60) 329-6411

Scoping Meetng

Pursnant to CEQA Guidelines Section 13082(c) (Motice of Preparation and Determination of Scope
of EIR). the City will conduect a scoping meeting for the purpose of soliciting comments of adjacent
cities, responsible agencies, tustee agencies, and interested parties requesting notice as to the
appropuate scope and content of the Diraft EIR.

The purpose of the meeting is to present the project and environmental topics in a public setting
and provide an opportunity for the City to hear from the commmnity and interested agencies on
what potential environmental issues are important to them. The meeting will include a brief
presentation of the proposed project. the EIR process, and the topics to be analyzed in the EIR.
Following the presentation, interested agencies, organizations, and members of the public will be
enconraged to offer their views concerning what environmental issues should be inclnded in the
SEIR.

The Public Scoping Meeting will be held on the following date/time and location:

Tuesday, Augnst 13, 2019, at 4:00 PAL to 6:00 P

Carl May Community Center
11711 West Drive
Desert Hot Springs, CA 92240
(760) 329-6411
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Project Title: Citv of Desert Hot Springs General Plan Update
Project Applicant:  Citv of Desert Hot Springs
Project Location:

The City of Desert Hot Spongs 15 in the northwestern portion of the Coachella Valley, north of the
City of Palm Springs and south of the nnincorporated community of Morongo Valley. The Cityis a
few miles sonth of the Riverside County/San Bernardine County boundary. The City is located near
the interchange of the I-10 freeway and SE-62 highway. The San Bernardine and Little San Bemardino
Monntains bound the City on the west and north while the 5an Jacinto and Santa Rosa Monntains lie
farther to the sonthwest and sonth. Joshua Tree MNational Park is located immediately to the northeast
of the City and the Sand to Snow National Monument is located to the north.

The southern portion of the City lies to the north of Interstate 10. Interstate 10 provides regional east-
west access throngh Desert Hot Springs; interchanges providing access for City of Desert Hot Springs
are located at Indian Canyon Dove and Palm Drive. State Route 62 iz a fonr-lane divided highway
mins in a north-south direction along the western side of the City. Primary access points for City of
Diesert Hot Springs access are provided at Indian Canyon Dirive, Pierson Boulevard, and Dillon Road.

Diesert Hot Springs is in a desert landscape within the Coachella Valley with views of surronnding
mountain ranges, which can be snow-capped duong the winter months. Sitting approzimately 1,000
feet above the rest of the valley, the City overlooks Palm Springs to the sonth and the rest of the
Coachella Valley to the southeast. The extensive alhrvial plains created by drainage from these
monuntains form the elevated valley. Both Mission Creek and Big Morongo Wash drainages traverse
though the City diagonally from nocthwest to southeast and connect to the Whitewater River st
south of Interstate 10. The City adjoins the Sand to Snow National Menument and Jeshua Tree
National Park  Although warmer temperatires are characteristic of the desert setting, the climate in
Diesert Hot Springs is cooler than the rest of the valley, and the air is less polluted becanse of the City's
elevated position in the mountain.

Project Description:

The Planning Area consists of the corporate bonndaries of the City of Desert Hot Sprngs and its
Sphere of Influence. The City's corporate boundaries total 30.5 sguare miles and its Sphere of
Inflnence (nnincorporated Riverside County) totals 28.8 square mules for a total Planning Area of 59.3
square miles. The regional and local context of the Planning Area are identified on Exhibits 1 (Vicinity

Map) and 2 (Planning Area).
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Base Map Features
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Ex hibit 2:
Planning Areas
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Ebcsring Conditions

Desert Hot Springs currently consists predominantly of low-density residential development, several
commercial centers at key intersections, a pedestrian scale downtown, and light industrial nses on the
peciphery. Much of the Planning Area 15 ourrently nndeveloped; there are areas on the peciphery of the city
where newer housing developments have been stardted Indoor cultwwation of cannabis for commercial
purposes occirs in the sonthern portion of the City. Since incorporation in 1963, the City has seen periods of
snurgang population growth, particulardy between 1980 and 2010, During the Great Recession of 2007 to 20089,
there was littfle growth or development. The population of the City, as of 2018, is just below 30,000; the City
has nine public schools (one high school, two middle schools, and six elementary schools).

The existing land nses are divided into six categores: residential, commercial, industrial, public and
mstitwtional, open space, and undeveloped (vacant) lands. The City's Existing Land Use map iz shown as
Exhibit 3-3. Desert Hot Springs” existing land nse distribution is noted in Table 1. There are an estimated
11,562 dwelling units within the city limits and 7,538 dwelling nnits in the sphere of influence, for a total
19100 dwellings within the Planning Area.

Proposed General Plan Updars

The General Flan Update iz intended to achieve the land use, transportation, honsing, and other goals of the
City that reflect the community's growth over the long-term. Tahble 2 compares 2018 and 2040 for the City of
Desert Hot Springs, the Sphere of Influence and combined (Planning Area). The 2040 planning horizon for
the Planning Area is estimated at approximately 33,664 dwelling nnits, 136,402 residents, 20,349,704 brulding
sqmare feet of non-residential nses, and 20,531 jobs. This tahle captures existing conditions as of 2018 and
the projected growth based on the proposed land nse plan is for a futire horizon year of 2040

Exhibit 3 shows the proposed Land Use Policy Plan under the General Plan Update.

The General Plan Update also includes an update of the zoning code or Zoning Code Amendment. The
Zom.ﬂg Code Amendment iz being completed in concert with the GFU and includes an npdated Zoning Map
with revised and new Zoning Districts that are consistent with the Land Use Policy Plan map. The revized
and new Zoning Districts will include development standards and tables identifving permitted, conditional,
and prohibited nses. This Zoning Code Amendment implements the General Plan Update.
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Table 2: General Plan Update - Comparison of 2018 and 2040

Dwelling Units Mon- Hotel/
" Residential

Area Population Buildi Employ=es Motel Students

SF! MF2 Total widing Rooms

Sq. FL.2

2018 8,258 3,204 11,562 29,290 2,655,016 4,162 755 5,326
City 2040 22,214 | 12,594 34,808 88,476 12,140,605 14,611 1,652 12,500
Change | +13,856 | +9,3%0 | +23,245 +53,086 | +10,485,589 +10,449 +897 +5,574
2018 7,292 246 7,538 19,160 559,250 1,020 - 7632
s0I 2040 18,025 831 18,856 47,926 7,205,099 5,920 - 7.100
Change | +10,732 +585 | +11,318 +28,766 | +&,649,849 +4,500 - +5,337
_ 2018 15,650 3,450 19,100 48,550 3,214,266 5,182 755 7,083
:I;_’;"'”g 2040 40,239 | 13,435 53,664 136,402 | 20,343,704 20,531 1,652 20,000
Changs | +24,58% | +5,975 | +34,564 +87,852 | +17,135.438 +15,349 +897 +12,511

The General Plan Update addresses the seven State mandated general plan elements (land mse,
circulation, homsing, safety, conservation, open space, and noise), and also inchndes two optional
elements the Economic Development Element and the Health and Wellness Element. The npdated
General Plan establishes an overall development capacity and serves as a policy gnide for determuning
the appropoate physical development, commmunity sermices, and character of the entire Planning Area.

The General Plan Update inclndes the following chapters:

* Intreduction

* TLand Use and Comnmnity Dezign Element

* Housing Element

* Economic Development Element

* DMobiity and Infrastrmcture Element

* Open Space and Commmunity Besounrces Element
*  Health and Wellness Element

» Safety and INoise Element

The Land Use and Community Design Element inchades a Land Use Plan that establishes 12 land nse
designations intended to prowide a rational and ordedy approach to land use development. The land
nse designations and acreages for the City are noted in Table 3 and for the City's Sphere of Inflnence
{SOI) in Table 4 while Table 5 shows the land nse information for the Plaoning Asea (the City and
the 50T combined).

Mo individnal, site-specific development proposals will be approved as part of the General Plan
Update EIR. Any such individoal project would be subject to its own CEQA review, inchiding

evalnation against the General Plan ETE.

13

Desert Hot Springs GP Update and Zoning Amendment
Final EIR May 01, 2020

4-13




Public Circulation

Table 3: Desert Hot Springs (City) General Plan Update (2040) Land Use

Commercial,

Max. Office, and
:;:E:::l ::iun A::El DU/ AC Units Pop. Industrial Emiployment
9 res FAR Building
Square Feet

Residential
Residential -Rural 2,212.7 | 0.20 DU/AC 230 585 - -
Desert
Residential -Low 2.656.2 6.0 DU/AC 11,168 28.388 - -
Residential -Medium &77.6 20,0 DU AC 6,368 16,695 - -
Residential -High 269.5 20.0 DUJAC 5,176 13,156 - -

Sub-Total 5,816.0 N/A | 23,142 | 58,824 - -
Commercial
General Commercial 984.8 0.20 FAR - - 5,581,081 SF 5,390
Visitor-Serving/ 557.5 1.00 FAR - -- - &30
Residential

Sub-Total 1,542.3 -— - -— 5,581,081 SF &, 020
Mixed Use
Mixed-Uss Corridor 223.2 | 20.0 DUJAC 2,679 6,810 340,397 5F 467
Mixed-Ls= 188.7 | 15.0 DU/AC | 1,132 | 2,877 287,631 SF 395
Neighborhood

Sub-Total 412.0 - 3811 Q.687 628,028 5F 802
Industrial
Industrial/Employment 1,202.8 0.60 FAR - - 6,809,936 SF 3,566

Sub-Total 1,302.8 - - - G, 200, 000 SF 5,500
Public Uses
Public Facilities 622.6 - - - (12,900 1,277

students)

Sub-Total 0622.6 -- - -- - 1,277
(Open Space/Recreation
Open Space 4,796.4 - - -- - -

Sub-Total 4, 706.4 - - -— - -
Other
Specific Plans 3,566.8 varies 7.855 | 19,965 121,300 SF 886

Sub-Total 3,566.8 - | 7,855 | 10,065 121,500 SF 886

TOTAL | 18,058.9 34,808 | 88,476 | 13,140,605 SF 14,611
Source: City of Desert Hot Springs and General Plan Update GIS data.
Mote: Project area acreage excudes ROWSs within planning area.
14
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Table 4: SOI General Plan Land Uses (2040)

Public Circulation

Commercial,
_ ) Net Ma. _ Office, a_nd
Land Use Designation Acres DS AC Units Pop. Ind!.ls!:rlal Employment
FAR Building
Square Feet
Residantial
Residential -Rural Desert 2,22%.4 | 0,20 DUAC 232 589 - -
Residential -Low 4,285.4 &.0 DWAC | 15,208 | 38,655 - -
Residential -Medium 326.0 | 20.0 DU/AC 2,585 6,370 - -—
Sub-Total G6,844.8 N/A | 18,025 | 45,814 - -
Commercial
General Commercial 244.8 0.20 FAR - - 1,226,251 1,340
Sub-Total 244.8 - - -- 1,226,251 1,340
Mixed Use
Mixad-Use Corridor 2.7 | 30.0 DUSAC 1is 293 14,728 20
Mixad-lUsa Neighborhood 11%.1 | 15.0 DUSAC 715 1,817 181,610 245
Sub-Total 128.8 - 831 2,112 196,338 260
Industrial
Industrial/ Employment 3,008.5 0.e0 FAR - -- 5,786,310 3,845
Sub-Total 3,008.5 - - -- 5,786,510 3,845
Public Uses
Public Facilitizs 250.3 - - - stulid?e:.—i{j_-.-ﬂ] 466
Sub-Total 250.3 - - - - 166
Open Space/Recreation
Open Space 7,020.5 -- - - - -
Sub-Total F,020.5 - - -- - -
TOTAL | 17,407.7 -- | 18,856 | 47,026 7,209,000 5,020

Source: City of Desert Hot Springs and General Plan Update GIS dat=.

Note: Project area acreage excludes ROWSs within planning area.

Required Approvals:

Implementation of the General Flan Update will require the following discretionacy approvals by the
City of Desert Hot Spongs’s City Conneil:

¢ Certification of Final Ennronmental Impact Report;

¢ Adoption of a Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program;
¢  Adoption of General Plan Update
¢ Adoption of Zoning Code and Map Amendment

15
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Table 5: Planning Area General Plan Land Uses (2040)

Commercial,
Max. Office, and
;1:":' :iiu“ A:El DU/JAC Units Pop. Industrial Employment
= res FAR Building
Square Feat
Residential
Residential -Rurs| 4,442.1 | 0.20 DU/AC 462 1,174 - -
Desert
Residantial -Low 65,945.6 6.0 DUJAC 26,376 67,043 - -
Residential -Medium 1,003.6 20,0 DUJAC 9,153 23,265 - -—
Residential -High 269.5 0.0 DUJAC 3.176 13,156 - -
Sub-Totsl | 12,660.8 N/A | 41,167 | 104,638 - -
Commercial
General Commercial 1,229.6 0.20 FAR - - 6,807,332 6,730
Visitorr-5 i
sitor-Serving/ 557.5 1.00 FAR -- - - 630
Residential
Sub-Total 1, 7F87.1 -— - - 6,807,332 7. 360
Mixed Use
Mixed-Uss Corridor 233.0 30,0 DUJAC 2,795 7,105 335,125 487
Mixed L= 307.8 | 15.0D U/AC | 1,847 4,694 469,241 544
Neighborhood
Sub-Total 540.8 - 4,642 11,7909 824, 366 1,131
Industrial
Industrial/ Employment 4,311.3 0.0 FAR -- -- 12,596,506 9,411
Sub-Total 4,311.3 - -- - 12,506,506 o411
Public Uses
. s (12,300
Public Facilities 872.9 students) 1,743
Sub-Total 872.0 -— - - -— 1,743
Open Space/Recreation
Open Space 11,816.9 - -- -- -- --
Sub-Total | 11,816.9 -— - - -— -
Other
Specific Plans 3,366.83 Varies 7,835 19,965 121,500 386
Sub-Total 3.566.8 - 7,855 10,065 121,500 86
TOTAL | 35,556.6 - | 53,664 | 136,402 20,349,704 20,531
Source: City of Desert Hot Springs and General Plan Update GIS data.
Mote: Project area acreage excdudes ROWs within planning area.
16
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Programmatc ETR:

The City of Desert Hot Springs has determuned that the proposed General Plan Update wrill require
preparation of an EIR pursuant to the California Environmental Ouality Act (CECQA). The City is the
Lead Agency for preparation of a Program Enwironmental Impact Feport (Program EIR) for the
proposed General Plan Update. The Program EIR will evaluate the environmental impacts resulting
from implementation of the General Plan Update and will recommend mutigation measures to avosd
or rednce significant impaets, where applicable. The Program EIR also is intended to help the City
review fotare project proposals pursnant to section 15168 (Program EIR) of the CEQA Guidelines.

The following environmental topics will be evalnated in the EIR:

Aesthetics: The EIR will descobe the aesthetic implications of the proposed General Plan Update,
inchading st visual relationships to the snoronnding wicinity and the potential impacts of development
(the proposed acray of budding masses, heights, miew corodors ete.) on important sucronnding vantage
points.

Adr Quality: The EIR will describe the potential impacts of the General Plan Update on local and
regional air guality based on methodologies defined by the Somth Coast Adwr Omality hManagement
Drastrict (SCAQMD).

Bioclogical Resources: The EIR will evaluate potential :mpacts on biological resoncces resulting from
implementation of the (General Plan TUpdate.

Cultural and Tribal Cultural Rescurces: The EIR will describe any potential impaects and mitigation
needs assoczated with historic and cnltural (archaeclogical) resousces, inchnding potential impacts on
Tobal Cultural Besonrces.

Geology and Seils: The EIR. will describe the potential geotechnical implications and,/or geclogic
harards associated with implementation of the General Plan Update.

Greenhouse Gas Emissions and Global Climate Change: The EIFR. will deseribe the impacts of
implementation of the General Plan Update on greenhonse gas enussions and global climate change,
followring the latest approach and methodologies recommended by State and regional agencies.

Hazards and Hazardous Materials: The EIE. will describe the poteatial for hazardons matenal nse
or hazardous waste investigation and cleanmp actrmittes anticipated in the plan area and will descobe
any associated potential impacts and oubigation needs, if applicable. Potential constmichon period
harards and harardons material impacts and outigation needs will also be descobed.

17
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Hydrology and Water Quality: The EIR will evalnate potential impacts on hydrology and water
quality resulting from mmplementation of the General Plan Update, inclnding possible effects related
to dranage and flooding.

Land Use and Planning: The EIR will descobe the potential effects of implementation of the
General Plan Update on exsting and planned land nse characteristics in the City, inclnding the General
Plan’s relationship to other adopted regional and local plans.

Mineral Resources: The EIR will evaluate if the General Plan Update will have any significant impact
on existing muneral resonrces in the Planning Area.

Moise: The EIFR will describe potential constmetion and long-term operationsl noise (traffic,
mechamnical systems etc.) impacts and related outigation needs where applicable.

Population and Housing: The EIR will desceibe the anticipated effects of the projected population
growth and subsequent increase in honsing. This information will be nsed to forecast public secvice
and ntlity needs in the General Plan area.

Public Services: The EIR will describe potential impacts on public secvices (police and fire protection
parks and recreation, and schools).

Transportation and Circuladon: The EIR will describe the transportation and cirenlation
implications of the proposed General Plan Update, inchnding the contribution to daily and peak honr
traffic on local and regional roadways. The evalnation will include roadway system impacts, transit
implications, and effects on pedestrian and bicyele cirenlation. General Plan components to mmprowe
mmltimodal travel will also be considesed

Udlities and Service Systems: The EIR will describe the impacts of implementation of the General
Plan Update on local utility and service systems, including water supply, water and wastewater
treatment, and solid waste and recyeling.

Agriculture and Forestry: The EIE will explain why these CEQA-defined environmental topics will
not be adversely affected by implementation of the General Plan Update.

Alternartives: Porsnant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15126.6, the EIR will :dentify and compare a
reasonable range of alternatmres to the General Plan Update.

18
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA GAVIN NEWSOM, Governor
NATIVE AMERICAN HERITAGE COMMISSION \.__-SSF:-E’—:,&
Cultural and Environmental Department s ot
1550 Harbor Blvd., Suite 100 ';&{_ ]
West Sacramento, CA 95691 Phone: (916) 373-3710 g;’;”“"/
Email: nahc@nahc.ca.qov A

Website: http://www.nahc.ca.gov

August 15, 2019

Rebecca Demming

Desert Hot Springs, City of
65950 Pierson Boulevard
Desert Hot Springs, CA 92240

RE: SCH# 2019080101, Desert Hot Springs General Plan Update and Zoning Amendment Project, Riverside County
Dear Ms. Demming:

The Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) has received the Notice of Preparation (NOP) for the project
referenced above. The California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) (Pub. Resources Code §21000 et seq.),
specifically Public Resources Code §21084.1, states that a project that may cause a substantial adverse change in
the significance of a historical resource, is a project that may have a significant effect on the environment. (Pub.
Resources Code § 21084.1; Cal. Code Regs., tit.14, §15064.5 (b) (CEQA Guidelines §15064.5 (b)). If there is
substantial evidence, in light of the whole record before a lead agency, that a project may have a significant effect on
the environment, an Environmental Impact Report (EIR) shall be prepared. (Pub. Resources Code §21080 (d); Cal.
Code Regs., tit. 14, § 5064 subd.(a)(1) (CEQA Guidelines §15064 (a)(1)). In order to determine whether a project
will cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of a historical resource, a lead agency will need to
determine whether there are historical resources within the area of potential effect (APE).

CEQA was amended significantly in 2014. Assembly Bill 52 (Gatto, Chapter 532, Statutes of 2014) (AB 52) amended
CEQA to create a separate category of cultural resources, “tribal cultural resources” (Pub. Resources Code §21074)
and provides that a project with an effect that may cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of a tribal
cultural resource is a project that may have a significant effect on the environment. (Pub. Resources Code §21084.2).
Public agencies shall, when feasible, avoid damaging effects to any tribal cultural resource. (Pub. Resources Code
§21084.3 (a)). AB 52 applies to any project for which a notice of preparation, a notice of negative declaration,
or a mitigated negative declaration is filed on or after July 1, 2015. If your project involves the adoption of or
amendment to a general plan or a specific plan, or the designation or proposed designation of open space, on or
after March 1, 2005, it may also be subject to Senate Bill 18 (Burton, Chapter 905, Statutes of 2004) (SB 18). Both
SB 18 and AB 52 have tribal consultation requirements. If your project is also subject to the federal National
Environmental Policy Act (42 U.S.C. § 4321 et seq.) (NEPA), the tribal consultation requirements of Section 106 of
the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (154 U.S.C. 300101, 36 C.F.R. §800 et seq.) may also apply.

The NAHC recommends consultation with California Native American tribes that are traditionally and culturally
affiliated with the geographic area of your proposed project as early as possible in order to avoid inadvertent
discoveries of Native American human remains and best protect tribal cultural resources. Below is a brief summary
of portions of AB 52 and SB 18 as well as the NAHC’s recommendations for conducting cultural resources
assessments.

Consult your legal counsel about compliance with AB 52 and SB 18 as well as compliance with any other
applicable laws.

Desert Hot Springs GP Update and Zoning Amendment 4-19
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AB 52
AB 52 has added to CEQA the additional requirements listed below, along with many other requirements:

1. Fourteen Day Period to Provide Notice of Completion of an Application/Decision to Undertake a Project: Within
fourteen (14) days of determining that an application for a project is complete or of a decision by a public agency
to undertake a project, a lead agency shall provide formal notification to a designated contact of, or tribal
representative of, traditionally and culturally affiliated California Native American tribes that have requested
notice, to be accomplished by at least one written notice that includes:

a. A brief description of the project.

b. The lead agency contact information.

c. Notification that the California Native American tribe has 30 days to request consultation. (Pub.
Resources Code §21080.3.1 (d)).

d. A “California Native American tribe” is defined as a Native American tribe located in California that is on
the contact list maintained by the NAHC for the purposes of Chapter 905 of Statutes of 2004 (SB 18).
(Pub. Resources Code §21073).

2. Begin Consultation Within 30 Days of Receiving a Tribe's Request for Consultation and Before Releasing a

Negative Declaration, Mitigated Negative Declaration, or Environmental Impact Report: A lead agency shall
begin the consultation process within 30 days of receiving a request for consultation from a California Native

American tribe that is traditionally and culturally affiliated with the geographic area of the proposed project. (Pub.
Resources Code §21080.3.1, subds. (d) and (e)) and prior to the release of a negative declaration, mitigated
negative declaration or Environmental Impact Report. (Pub. Resources Code §21080.3.1(b)).
a. For purposes of AB 52, “consultation shall have the same meaning as provided in Gov. Code §65352.4
(SB 18). (Pub. Resources Code §21080.3.1 (b)).

3. Mandatory Topics of Consultation If Requested by a Tribe: The following topics of consultation, if a tribe requests
to discuss them, are mandatory topics of consultation:
a. Alternatives to the project.
b. Recommended mitigation measures.
c. Significant effects. (Pub. Resources Code §21080.3.2 (a)).

4. Discretionary Topics of Consultation: The following topics are discretionary topics of consultation:

Type of environmental review necessary.

Significance of the tribal cultural resources.

Significance of the project's impacts on tribal cultural resources.

If necessary, project alternatives or appropriate measures for preservation or mitigation that the tribe may
recommend to the lead agency. (Pub. Resources Code §21080.3.2 (a)).

goop

5. Confidentiality of Information Submitted by a Tribe During the Environmental Review Process: With some
exceptions, any information, including but not limited to, the location, description, and use of tribal cultural
resources submitted by a California Native American tribe during the environmental review process shall not be
included in the environmental document or otherwise disclosed by the lead agency or any other public agency to
the public, consistent with Government Code §6254 (r) and §6254.10. Any information submitted by a California
Native American tribe during the consultation or environmental review process shall be published in a confidential
appendix to the environmental document unless the tribe that provided the information consents, in writing, to the
disclosure of some or all of the information to the public. (Pub. Resources Code §21082.3 (c)(1)).

6. Discussion of Impacts to Tribal Cultural Resources in the Environmental Document: if a project may have a
significant impact on a tribal cultural resource, the lead agency’s environmental document shall discuss both of

the following:
a. Whether the proposed project has a significant impact on an identified tribal cultural resource.
b. Whether feasible alternatives or mitigation measures, including those measures that may be agreed to
pursuant to Public Resources Code §21082.3, subdivision (a), avoid or substantially lessen the impact
on the identified tribal cultural resource. (Pub. Resources Code §21082.3 (b)).
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7. Conclusion of Consultation: Consultation with a tribe shall be considered concluded when either of the following
occurs:
a. The parties agree to measures to mitigate or avoid a significant effect, if a significant effect exists, on a
tribal cultural resource; or
b. A party, acting in good faith and after reasonable effort, concludes that mutual agreement cannot be
reached. (Pub. Resources Code §21080.3.2 (b)).

8. Recommending Mitigation Measures Agreed Upon in Consultation in the Environmental Document: Any
mitigation measures agreed upon in the consultation conducted pursuant to Public Resources Code §21080.3.2
shall be recommended for inclusion in the environmental document and in an adopted mitigation monitoring and
reporting program, if determined to avoid or lessen the impact pursuant to Public Resources Code §21082.3,
subdivision (b), paragraph 2, and shall be fully enforceable. (Pub. Resources Code §21082.3 (a)).

9. Required Consideration of Feasible Mitigation: If mitigation measures recommended by the staff of the lead
agency as a result of the consultation process are not included in the environmental document or if there are no
agreed upon mitigation measures at the conclusion of consultation, or if consultation does not occur, and if
substantial evidence demonstrates that a project will cause a significant effect to a tribal cultural resource, the
lead agency shall consider feasible mitigation pursuant to Public Resources Code §21084.3 (b). (Pub. Resources
Code §21082.3 (e)).

10. Examples of Mitigation Measures That, If Feasible, May Be Considered to Avoid or Minimize Significant Adverse
Impacts to Tribal Cultural Resources:

a. Avoidance and preservation of the resources in place, including, but not limited to:

i. Planning and construction to avoid the resources and protect the cultural and natural context.
ii. Planning greenspace, parks, or other open space, to incorporate the resources with culturally
appropriate protection and management criteria.

b. Treating the resource with culturally appropriate dignity, taking into account the tribal cultural values and
meaning of the resource, including, but not limited to, the following:

i. Protecting the cultural character and integrity of the resource.
ii. Protecting the traditional use of the resource.
iii. Protecting the confidentiality of the resource.

c. Permanent conservation easements or other interests in real property, with culturally appropriate
management criteria for the purposes of preserving or utilizing the resources or places.

d. Protecting the resource. (Pub. Resource Code §21084.3 (b)).

e. Please note that a federally recognized California Native American tribe or a non-federally recognized
California Native American tribe that is on the contact list maintained by the NAHC to protect a California
prehistoric, archaeological, cultural, spiritual, or ceremonial place may acquire and hold conservation
easements if the conservation easement is voluntarily conveyed. (Civ. Code §815.3 (c)).

f. Please note that it is the policy of the state that Native American remains and associated grave artifacts
shall be repatriated. (Pub. Resources Code §5097.991).

11. Prerequisites for Certifying an Environmental Impact Report or Adopting a Mitigated Negative Declaration or
Negative Declaration with a Significant Impact on an Identified Tribal Cultural Resource: An Environmental
Impact Report may not be certified, nor may a mitigated negative declaration or a negative declaration be adopted
unless one of the following occurs: )

a. The consultation process between the tribes and the lead agency has occurred as provided in Public
Resources Code §21080.3.1 and §21080.3.2 and concluded pursuant to Public Resources Code
§21080.3.2.

b. The tribe that requested consultation failed to provide comments to the lead agency or otherwise failed
to engage in the consultation process.

c. The lead agency provided notice of the project to the tribe in compliance with Public Resources Code
§21080.3.1 (d) and the tribe failed to request consultation within 30 days. (Pub. Resources Code
§21082.3 (d)).

The NAHC’s PowerPoint presentation titled, “Tribal Consultation Under AB 52: Requirements and Best Practices”
may be found online at: hitp:/nahc.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/AB52TribalConsultation CalEPAPDFE.pdf
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SB 18

SB 18 applies to local governments and requires local governments to contact, provide notice to, refer plans to, and
consult with tribes prior to the adoption or amendment of a general plan or a specific plan, or the designation of open
space. (Gov. Code §65352.3). Local governments should consult the Governor's Office of Planning and Research’s
“Tribal Consultation  Guidelines,” which can be found online at:
https://www.opr.ca.gov/docs/09 14 05 Updated Guidelines 922.pdf.

Some of SB 18's provisions include:

1. Tribal Consultation: If a local government considers a proposal to adopt or amend a general plan or a specific
plan, or to designate open space it is required to contact the appropriate tribes identified by the NAHC by
requesting a “Tribal Consultation List.” If a tribe, once contacted, requests consultation the local government must
consult with the tribe on the plan proposal. A tribe has 90 days from the date of receipt of notification to
request consultation unless a shorter timeframe has been agreed to by the tribe. (Gov. Code §65352.3
(@)(2)).

2. No Statutory Time Limit on SB 18 Tribal Consultation. There is no statutory time limit on SB 18 tribal consultation.

3. Confidentiality: Consistent with the guidelines developed and adopted by the Office of Planning and Research
pursuant to Gov. Code §65040.2, the city or county shall protect the confidentiality of the information concerning
the specific identity, location, character, and use of places, features and objects described in Public Resources
Code §5097.9 and §5097.993 that are within the city's or county’s jurisdiction. (Gov. Code §65352.3 (b)).

4. Conclusion of SB 18 Tribal Consultation: Consultation should be concluded at the point in which:

a. The parties to the consultation come to a mutual agreement concerning the appropriate measures for
preservation or mitigation; or

b. Either the local government or the tribe, acting in good faith and after reasonable effort, concludes that
mutual agreement cannot be reached concerning the appropriate measures of preservation or mitigation.
(Tribal Consultation Guidelines, Governor's Office of Planning and Research (2005) at p. 18).

Agencies should be aware that neither AB 52 nor SB 18 precludes agencies from initiating tribal consultation with
tribes that are traditionally and culturally affiliated with their jurisdictions before the timeframes provided in AB 52 and
SB 18. For that reason, we urge you to continue to request Native American Tribal Contact Lists and "Sacred Lands
File” searches from the NAHC. The request forms can be found online at: http://nahc.ca.gov/resources/forms/

NAHC Recommendations for Cultural Resources Assessments

To adequately assess the existence and significance of tribal cultural resources and plan for avoidance, preservation
in place, or barring both, mitigation of project-related impacts to tribal cultural resources, the NAHC recommends the
following actions:

1. Contact the appropriate regional California Historical Research Information System (CHRIS) Center
(http://ohp.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=1068) for an archaeological records search. The records search will
determine:

a. |If part or all of the APE has been previously surveyed for cultural resources.

b. If any known cultural resources have already been recorded on or adjacent to the APE.

c. If the probability is low, moderate, or high that cultural resources are located in the APE.

d. If a survey is required to determine whether previously unrecorded cultural resources are present.

2. If an archaeological inventory survey is required, the final stage is the preparation of a professional report detailing
the findings and recommendations of the records search and field survey.

a. The final report containing site forms, site significance, and mitigation measures should be submitted
immediately to the planning department. All information regarding site locations, Native American human
remains, and associated funerary objects should be in a separate confidential addendum and not be
made available for public disclosure.

b. The final written report should be submitted within 3 months after work has been completed to the
appropriate regional CHRIS center.
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3. Contact the NAHC for:
a. A Sacred Lands File search. Remember that tribes do not always record their sacred sites in the Sacred
Lands File, nor are they required to do so. A Sacred Lands File search is not a substitute for consultation
with tribes that are traditionally and culturally affiliated with the geographic area of the project's APE.
b. A Nalive American Tribal Consultation List of appropriate tribes for consullation concerning the project
site and to assist in planning for avoidance, preservation in place, or, failing both, mitigation measures.

4, Remember that the lack of surface evidence of archaeological resources (including tribal cultural resources) does
nol preclude their subsurface exislence,

a. Lead agencies should include in their mitigation and monitoring reporling program plan provisions for the
identification and evaluation of inadvertently discovered archaeological resources per Cal, Code Regs.,
tit, 14, §15064.5(f) (CEQA Guidelines §15064.5(f)). In areas of identified archaeological sensilivity, a
cerlified archaeologist and a culturally affiliated Native American with knowledge of cultural resources
should monitor all ground-disturbing activities.

b. Lead agencies should include in their mitigation and monitoring reperting program plans provisions for
the disposition of recovered cullural items that are not burial associated in consultation with cullurally
affiliated Native Americans.

c. Lead agencies should include in their mitigation and monitoring reporting program plans provisions for
the treatment and disposition of inadvertently discovered Native American human remains. Health and
Safety Code §7050.5, Public Resources Code §5097.98, and Cal. Code Regs., tit. 14, §15064.5,
subdivisions (d) and (e) (CEQA Guidelines §15084.5, subds. (d) and (e)) address the processes to be
followed in the event of an inadvertent discovery of any Native American human remains and associated
grave goods in a location other than a dedicaled cemetery.

If you have any questions or need additional information, please contact me at my email address:
w.Gr ;

Sincerely,

afm(fuw)@wm,

Andrew Green
Staff Services Analyst

ce: State Clearinghouse

Desert Hot Springs GP Update and Zoning Amendment 4-23
Final EIR May 01, 2020



Public Circulation

N South Coast
@ Air Quality Management District

rowrrsweny 2 | 865 Copley Drive, Diamond Bar, CA 91765-4178
LXe1YIR] (909) 396-2000 - www.agmd.gov

SENT VIA USPS AND E-MAIL: September 3, 2019
rdeming(@cityofdhs.org

Rebecca Deming, Director

City of Desert Hot Springs, Community Development Department

65950 Pierson Boulevard

Desert Hot Springs, CA 92240

Notice of Preparation of a Draft Environmental Impact Report for the Proposed
City of Desert Hot Springs General Plan Update

South Coast Air Quality Management District (South Coast AQMD) staff appreciates the opportunity to
comment on the above-mentioned document. South Coast AQMD staff’s comments are recommendations
regarding the analysis of potential air quality impacts from the Proposed Project that should be included
in the Draft Environmental Impact Report (EIR). Please send South Coast AQMD a copy of the Draft EIR
upon its completion. Mote that copies of the Draft EIR that are submitted to the State Clearinghouse are
not forwarded to South Coast AQMD. Please forward a copy of the Draft EIR directly to South Coast
AQMD at the address shown in the letterhead. Inm addition, please send with the Draft EIR all
appendices or technical documents related to the air quality, health risk, and greenhouse pas
analyses and electronic versions of all air quality modeling and health risk assessment files'. These
include emission calculation spreadsheets and modeling input and output files (not PDF files).
Without all files and supporting documentation, South Coast AQMD staff will be unable to
complete our review of the air quality analyses in a timely manner. Any delays in providing all
supporting documentation will require additional time for review beyond the end of the comment
period.

Air Quality Analysis

South Coast AQMD adopted its California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Air Quality Handbook in
1993 to assist other public agencies with the preparation of air quality analyses. South Coast AQMD staff
recommends that the Lead Agency use this Handbook as puidance when preparing its air quality analyses.
Copies of the Handbook are available from the South Coast AQMD’s Subscription Services Department
by calling (909) 396-3720. More recent guidance developed since this Handbook was published is also
available on South Coast AQMD’s website at: http://www.agmd.gov/home/regulations/ceqa/air-quality-
analysis-handbook/ceqa-air-quality-handbook-(1993). South Coast AQMD staff also recommends that the
Lead Agency use the CalEEMod land use emissions software. This software has recently been updated to
incorporate up-to-date state and locally approved emission factors and methodologies for estimating
pollutant emissions from typical land use development. CalEEMod is the only software model maintained
by the California Air Pollution Control Officers Association (CAPCOA) and replaces the now outdated
URBEMIS. This model is available free of charge at: www.caleemod.com.

On March 3, 2017, the South Coast AQMD’s Govemning Board adopted the 2016 Air Quality
Management Plan (2016 AQMP), which was later approved by the California Air Resources Board on

! Pursuant to the CEQA Guidelines Section 15174, the information contained in an EIR. shall include summarized technical data,
maps, plot plans, diagrams, and similar relevant information sufficient to permit full assessment of significant environmental
impacts by reviewing agencies and members of the public. Placement of highly technical and specialized analysis and data in the
body of an EIR should be avoided through inclusion of supporting information and analyses as appendices to the main body of
the EIR. Appendices to the EIR may be prepared in volumes separate from the basic EIR document, but shall be readily available

for public examination and shall be submitted to all clearinghouses which assist in public review.
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Rebecca Deming -2- September 3, 2019

March 23, 2017. Built upon the progress in implementing the 2007 and 2012 AQMPs, the 2016 AQMP
provides a regional perspective on air quality and the challenges facing the South Coast Air Basin. The
most significant air quality challenge in the Basin is to achieve an additional 45 percent reduction in
nitrogen oxide (NOx) emissions in 2023 and an additional 55 percent NOx reduction beyond 2031 levels
for ozone attainment. T'hc 2016 PLQMP is a.va.llabla on South Coast AQMD’s website at:

South Coast AQMD staff recognizes that there are many factors Lead Apencies must consider when
making local planning and land use decisions. To facilitate stronger collaboration between Lead Agencies
and South Coast AQMD to reduce community exposure to source-specific and cumulative air pollution
impacts, South Coast AQMD adopted the Guidance Document for Addressing Air Quality Issues in
General Plans and Local Planning in 2005. This Guidance Document provides suggested policies that
local governments can use in their General Plans or through local planning to prevent or reduce potential
air pollution impacts and protect public health. South Coast AQMD staff recommends that the Lead
Agency review this Guidance Document as a tool when making local planning and land use decisions.
This  Guidance Dﬂcument is avallable on South Coast AQMD s website at:
hitp:/fwww.agmd. i

document.pdf. Additional guidance on siting incompatible land uses (such as placing homes near
freeways or other polluting sources) can be found in the California Air Resources Board's Air Quality and
Land Use Handbook: A Community Health Perspective, which can be found at:
http://www.arb.ca.gov/ch/handbook.pdf. Guidance® on strategies to reduce air pollution exposure near

high-volume roadways can be found at: https://www.arb.ca.gov/ch/rd_technical advisory_final. PDF.

South Coast AQMD has also developed both regional and localized air quality significance thresholds.
South Coast AQMD staff requests that the Lead Agency compare the emissions to the recommended
regional significance thresholds found here: http:/fwww.agmd. gov/docs/default-
source/cega/handbook/scagmd-air-quality-significance-thresholds.pdf. In addition to analyzing regional
air quality impacts, South Coast AQMD staff recommends calculating localized air quality impacts and
comparing the results to localized significance thresholds (LSTs). LSTs can be used in addition to the
recommended regional significance thresholds as a second indication of air quality impacts when
preparing a CEQA document. Therefore, when preparing the air quality analysis for the Proposed Project,
it is recommended that the Lead Agency perform a localized analysis by either using the LSTs developed
by South Coast AQMD or performing dispersion modeling as necessary. Guidance for performing a
localized air quality analysis can be found at: http://'www.agmd. gov/home/regulations/cega/air-quality-
analysis-handbook/localized-significance-thresholds.

When specific development is reasonably foreseeable as result of the goals, policies, and guidelines in the
Proposed Project, the Lead Agency should identify any potential adverse air quality impacts and sources
of air pollution that could occur using its best efforts to find out and a good-faith effort at full disclosure
in the EIR. The degree of specificity will correspond to the degree of specificity involved in the
underlying activity which is described in the EIR (CEQA Guidelines Section 15146). When quantifying
air quality emissions, emissions from both construction (including demolition, if any) and operations
should be calculated. Construction-related air quality impacts typically include, but are not limited to,
emissions from the use of heavy-duty equipment from grading, earth-loading/unloading, paving,
architectural coatings, off-road mobile sources (e.g., heavy-duty construction equipment) and on-road
mobile sources (e.g., construction worker vehicle trips, material transport trips). Operation-related air

* In April 2017, CARB published a technical advisory, Strategies to Reduce Air Pollution Exposure Near High-Volume
Roadways: Technical Advisory, to supplement CARB's Air Quality and Land Use Handbook: A Community Health Perspective.
This technical advisory is intended to provide information on strategies to reduce exposures to traffic emissions near high-volume
roadways to assist land use planning and decision-making in order to protect public health and promote eguity and environmental

justice. The technical advisory is available at: hitps://www.arb.ca gov/ch/anduse him.
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quality impacts may include, but are not limited to, emissions from stationary sources (e.g., boilers), area
sources (e.g., solvents and coatings), and vehicular trips (e.g., on- and off-road tailpipe emissions and
entrained dust). Air quality impacts from indirect sources, such as sources that pgenerate or attract
vehicular trips, should be included in the analysis. Furthermore, for phased projects where there will be an
overlap between construction and operation, emissions from the overlapping construction and operational
activities should be combined and compared to South Coast AQMD’s regional air quality CEQA
operational thresholds to determine the level of significance.

If the Proposed Project generates or attracts vehicular trips, especially heavy-duty diesel-fueled vehicles,
it is recommended that the Lead Agency perform a mobile source health risk assessment. Guidance for
performing a mobile source health risk assessment (“Health Risk Assessment Guidance for Analyzing
Cancer Risk from Mobile Source Diesel Idling Emissions for CEQA Air Quality Analysis™) can be found
at: hitp:/fwww.agmd.gov/home/regulations/ceqa/air-quality-analysis-handbook/mobile-source-toxics-
analysis. An analysis of all toxic air contaminant impacts due to the use of equipment potentially
generating such air pollutants should also be included.

Mitigation Measures
If the Proposed Project generates significant adverse air quality impacts, CEQA requires that all feasible
mitigation measures that go beyond what is required by law be utilized during project construction and
operation to minimize or eliminate these impacts. Pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 151264
(a)(1)(D), any impacts resulting from mitigation measures must also be discussed. Several resources are
available to assist the Lead Agency with identifying possible mitigation measures for the Proposed
Project, including:
s Chapter 11 “Mitigating the Impact of a Project” of South Coast AQMD’s CEQA Air Quality
Handbook
* South Coast AQMD’s CEQA web pages available here:
http:/www.agmd. gov/home/regulations/ceqa/air-quality-analysis-handbook/mitipation-measures-
and-control-efficiencies

s  South Coast AQMD's Rule 403 - Fugitive Dust, and the Implementation Handbook for
controlling constructionrelated emissions and Rule 1403 - Asbestos Emissions from
Demolition/Renovation Activities

e (California Air Pollution Control Officers Association’s (CAPCOA) Quantifying Greenhouse Gas
Mitigation Measures available here:
http://www.capcoa.or, -content'uploads/2010/11/CAPCOA-Quantification-Report-9-14-

Alternatives

If the Proposed Project generates significant adverse air quality impacts, CEQA requires the consideration
and discussion of alternatives to the project or its location which are capable of avoiding or substantially
lessening any of the significant effects of the project. The discussion of a reasonable range of potentially
feasible alternatives, including a “no project” alternative, is intended to foster informed decision-making
and public participation. Pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15126.6(d), the Draft EIR shall include
sufficient information about each alternative to allow meaningful evaluation, analysis, and comparison
with the Proposed Project.

Permits

If implementation of the Proposed Project requires a permit from South Coast AQMD, South Coast
AQMD should be identified as a Responsible Agency for the Proposed Project in the Draft EIR. For more
information on  permits, please  wvisit South  Coast AQMD’s  webpage at:
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http://www.agmd.gov/home/permits. Questions on permits can be directed to South Coast AQMD’s
Engineering and Permitting staff at (909) 396-3385.

Data Sources

South Coast AQMD rules and relevant air quality reports and data are available by calling the South
Coast AQMD’s Public Information Center at (309) 396-2039. Much of the information available through
the Public Information Center is also available via the South Coast AQMD’s webpage
(http:/fwww.agmd.gov).

South Coast AQMD staff is available to work with the Lead Agency to ensure that project air quality
impacts are accurately evaluated and mitigated where feasible. Please contact me at lsun@agmd.gov,

should you have any questions.
Sincerely,
Lijiw Sun
Lijin Sum, J.D.
Program Supervisor, CEQA IGR
Planning, Rule Development & Area Sources
LS
RVC190807-02
Control Number
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- P .
Rebecca Deming %w%ﬂJ .;;'j;!}.
Community Development Director, City of Desert Hot Springs Hog '
65950 Pierson Boulevard S,

Desert Hot Springs, CA 92240

RE: “Notice of Preparation of a Draft Environmental Impact Report for the City of
Desert Hot Springs General Plan Update™ August 5, 2019

Ms Deming:

This is in response to your Notice of Preparation (Motice) dated August 5, 2019, We
are responding on behalf of D&E Land Company, LLC, DEF Land Company, LLC,
Wintec Properties, LLC and Wintec Energy Ltd, (the Wintec entities.)

The Wintec entities own land within the County of Riverside and within the Desert
Hot Springs Sphere of Influence. The land is located contiguous to the northerly city
limits of the City of Palm Springs and is depicted on the map attached as exhibit A,
Most of the land is developed with the Sentinel Energy Center, a state of the art
natural gas peaking plant, an essential component of the Southern California utility
grid. The plant operates as autherized by California Energy Commission and the
County of Riverside General Plan and Energy Industrial Zone,

Apparently the City of Desert Hot Springs seeks to pre-zone this property as in the
City's Industrial Zone. Unfortunately, the City’'s current Industrial Zone does not
allow for the cperation of power plants other than cogeneration facilities. Thus, if
the property were annexed to the City and the existing Industrial Zone were
imposed un-amended, the Sentinel Energy Center would become a non-conforming
use with all the difficulties that would entail.

Your Environmental Impact Report, thus, must take into account Sentinel and the
adjacent Edison Devers Substation and related utility infrastructure, which taken in
the aggregate are a vital part of the Southern California electrical infrastructure.
Please note that this is not vacant land.

2045 E. Tohquitz Canyon Way + Palm Springs, CA 92262
Phone (740) 323-94%0 * Fox (760) 323-0488
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References made to Exhibit 3 to the Notice entitled “"Draft Land Use Policy Flan.”
The property identified as industrial located north of Dillon Road and West of Indian
Avenue and continuing north at least to Pierson Boulevard, is part of the Riverside
County Wind Overlay District. This area is one of the best locations in the world for
wind energy development, all things considered. Thus, the RL (Residential)
designation for property within the Wind Energy Overlay is inappropriate, and in
our view, mistaken. This is a windswept area. Many years ago, a few homes were
built there and by and large were abandoned and demolished due to the difficult
environment. In fact, it might be argued that it is irresponsible to create a situation
where innocent people might be misled regarding the habitability of such an area.

The Motice provides, under the heading Utilities and Service Systems, that it will
study the impacts of the implementation of the General Plan Update on local
utilities and service systems. Sentinel Power Plant is a vital component of the
Southern California utility infrastructure, and is the cleanest power plant in the
State of Califernia. The impact upon the utility system of reducing it to a non-
conforming use must be studied.

The EIR should study the impact upon the environment should prime wind energy
land be converted to housing.

In our view, if Desert Hot Springs seeks to annex these properties, and nothing in
this letter should construe that we, as land owners, are willing to be annexed, the
City should adopt the County Renewable Energy/Power Plant regulatory scheme
because it has enabled over $2,000,000,000 of utilities/renewable energy facilities
and is responsible for what is generally considered as the most productive wind
energy area in the world.

As a housekeeping matter, there is a small sliver of land, running north from Dillon
road on the west side of Melissa Lane, which you have identified as within your
Sphere of Influence. That sliver of land, is in fact, within the City Limits of Palm
Springs. This error occurred because re the original LAFCO map was inaccurate.
We can provide you with a copy of the corrected map if you desire,

We are available to discuss these matters further. Please contact Chris Lucker,
(310) 489-1605 or the undersigned at (760) 323-9490 extension 100.

Very Truly yours,

Frederick W. Noble
On behalf of the abowve listed entities
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State of California = Matural Reggurces Agénd GAVIN NEWSOM, Govermnos
DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND WILDLIFE CHARLTON H. BONHAM, Director
Inland Deserts Region

3802 Inland Empire Bivd,, Suite C-220

Ontario, CA 91784
woarw wildlite ca gov

September 5, 2019
Senl via email

Ms. Rebecca Deming

Community Development Director
City of Desert Hot Springs

65950 Pierson Bivd.

Desert Hot Springs, CA 92240

Subject: Notice of Preparation of a Draft Environmental Impact Report
City of Desert Hot Springs General Plan Update Project
State Clearinghouse No. 2019080101

Dear Ms. Deming:

The California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) received a Notice of Preparation
(NOP) of a Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) from the City of Desert Hot
Springs (City) for the City of Desert Hot Springs General Plan Update Project (Project)
pursuant the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and CEQA Guidelines."

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments and recommendations regarding
those activities involved in the Project that may affect California fish and wildlife.
Likewise, we appreciate the opportunity to provide comments regarding those aspects
of the Project that CDFW, by law, may be required to carmmy out or approve through the
exercise of its own regulatory authority under the Fish and Game Code.

CDFW ROLE

CDFW is California’s Trustee Agency for fish and wildlife resources, and holds those
resources in trust by statute for all the people of the State. (Fish & G. Code, §§ 711.7,
subd. (a) & 1802; Pub. Resources Code, § 21070; CEQA Guidelines § 15386, subd.
(a).) CDFW, in its trustee capacity, has jurisdiction over the conservation, protection,
and management of fish, wildlife, native plants, and habitat necessary for biclogically
sustainable populations of those species. (/d., § 1802.) Similarly, for purposes of
CEQA, CDFW is charged by law to provide, as available, biological experise during

| CEQA is codified in the California Public Resources Code in section 21000 et seq. The “CEQA Guidelines™ are
found in Title 14 of the California Code of Regulations, commencing with section | 5000.

Conserving California’s Wildlife Since 1870
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Notice of Preparation of a Draft Environmental Impact Report
City of Desert Hot Springs General Plan Update Project

SCH No. 2019080101

Page 2 of 11

public agency environmental review efforts, focusing specifically on projects and related
activities that have the potential to adversely affect fish and wildlife resources.

CDFW is also submitting comments as a Responsible Agency under CEQA. (Pub.
Resources Code, § 21069; CEQA Guidelines, § 15381.) COFW expects that it may
need to exercise regulatory authority as provided by the Fish and Game Code. As
proposed, for example, the Project may be subject to CDFW's lake and streambed
alteration regulatory authority. (Fish & G. Code, § 1600 et seq.) Likewise, to the extent
implementation of the Project as proposed may result in “take™ as defined by State law
of any species protected under the California Endangered Species Act (CESA) (Fish &
G. Code, § 2050 et seq.), the Project proponent may seek related take authorization as
provided by the Fish and Game Code.

PROJECT DESCRIPTION SUMMARY

The Project proposes an update to the existing General Plan to achieve land use,
transportation, housing, and other goals of the City that reflect the community’s growth
for a future horizon year of 2040. The Project also includes an update of the zoning
code, which will generate an updated Zoning Map with revised and new Zoning Districts
that are consistent with the Land Use Policy Plan Update.

COMMENTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

CDFW offers the comments and recommendations below to assist the City in
adequately identifying and/or mitigating the Project’s significant, or potentially
significant, direct and indirect impacts on fish and wildlife (biclogical) resources. The
comments and recommendations are also offered to enable CDFW to adequately
review and comment on the proposed Project with respect to the Project’'s consistency
with the Coachella Valley Multiple Species Habitat Conservation Plan (CVMSHCP).

CDFW recognizes that the general plan EIR need not be as detailed as CEQA
documents prepared for specific projects that may follow (CEQA Guidelines § 15146).
CDFW also recognizes that the level of detail should be reflective of the level contained
in the plan or plan element being considered (Rio Vista Farm Bureau Center v. County
of Solano (1992) 5 Cal.App.4™ 351). However, please note that the City cannot defer
the analysis of significant effects of the general plan to later-tiered CEQA documents
(Stanislaus Natural Heritage Project v. County of Stanislaus (1996) 48 Cal App.4™ 182).

CDFW recommends that the forthcoming DEIR address the following:
Assessment of Biclogical Resources

Section 15125(c) of the CEQA Guidelines states that knowledge of the regional setting
of a project is critical to the assessment of environmental impacts and that special
emphasis should be placed on environmental resources that are rare or unique to the
region. To enable CDFW staff to adequately review and comment on the Project, the
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Motice of Preparation of a Draft Environmental Impact Report
City of Desert Hot Springs General Plan Update Project

SCH No. 2019080101

Page 3 of 11

DEIR should include a complete assessment of the flora and fauna within and adjacent
to the Project footprint, with particular emphasis on identifying rare, threatened,
endangered, and other sensitive species and their associated habitats.

CDFW recommends that the DEIR specifically include:

1. An assessment of the various habitat types located within the Project footprint, and a
map that identifies the location of each habitat type. COFW recommends that
floristic, alliance- and/or association based mapping and assessment be completed
following The Manual of California Vegefation, second edition (Sawyer et al. 2009).
Adjoining habitat areas should also be included in this assessment where site
aclivities could lead to direct or indirect impacts offsite. Habitat mapping at the
alliance level will help establish baseline vegetation conditions.

2, A general biclogical inventory of the fish, amphibian, reptile, bird, and mammal
species that are present or have the potential to be present within each habitat type
onsite and within adjacent areas that could be affected by the Project. CDFW's
California Natural Diversity Database (CNDDB) in Sacramento should be contacted
at (916) 322-2493 or CNDDB@wildlife.ca.gov to obtain current information on any
previously reported sensitive species and habitat, including Significant Natural Areas
identified under Chapter 12 of the Fish and Game Code, in the vicinity of the
proposed Project.

Please note that COFW's CNDDB is not exhaustive in terms of the data it houses,
nor is it an absence database. CODFW recommends that it be used as a starting point
in gathering information about the potential presence of species within the general
area of the Project site.

3. A complete, recent inventory of rare, threatened, endangered, and other sensitive
species located within the Project footprint and within offsite areas with the potential
to be effected, including California Species of Special Concern (CSSC) and
California Fully Protected Species (Fish and Game Code § 3511). Species to be
addressed should include all those which meet the CEQA definition (CEQA
Guidelines § 15380). The inventory should address seasonal variations in use of the
Project area and should not be limited to resident species. Focused species-specific
surveys, completed by a qualified biologist and conducted at the appropriate time of
year and time of day when the sensitive species are active or otherwise identifiable,
are required. Acceptable species-specific survey procedures should be developed in
consultation with COFW and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS), where
necessary. Note that COFW generally considers biological field assessments for
wildlife to be valid for a one-year period, and assessments for rare plants may be
considered valid for a period of up to three years. Some aspects of the proposed
Project may warrant periodic updated surveys for certain sensitive taxa, particularly
if the Project is proposed to occur over a protracted time frame, or in phases, or if
surveys are completed during periods of drought.
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4. A thorough, recent, floristic-based assessment of special status plants and natural
communities, following CDFW's Profocols for Surveying and Evaluating Impacts lo
Special Status Native Plant Populations and Natural Communifies (see

5. Information on the regional setting that is critical to an assessment of environmental
impacts, with special emphasis on resources that are rare or unique to the region
(CEQA Guidelines § 15125[c]).

6. A full accounting of all mitigation/conservation lands within and adjacent to the
Project.

Analysis of Direct, Indirect, and Cumulative Impacts to Biological Resources

The DEIR should provide a thorough discussion of the direct, indirect, and cumulative
impacts expected to affect biclogical resources as a result of the Project (including the
plan’s land use designations, policies and programs). To ensure that project impacts to
biological resources are fully analyzed, the following information should be included in
the DEIR:

1. A discussion of potential impacts from lighting, noise, human activity (e.g.,
recreation), defensible space, and wildlife-human interactions created by Project
activities adjacent to natural areas, exotic and/or invasive species, and drainage. The
latter subject should address Project-related changes on drainage patterns and water
quality within, upstream, and downstream of the Project site, including: volume,
velocity, and frequency of existing and post-Project surface flows; polluted runoff, soil
erosion and/or sedimentation in streams and water bodies; and post-Project fate of
runoff from the Project site.

With respect to defensible space: please ensure that the DEIR fully describes and
identifies the location, acreage, and composition of defensible space within proposed
development land use designations. Please ensure that any graphics and
descriptions of defensible space associated with this Project comply with Riverside
County Fire (or other applicable agency) regulations/ requirements. The City, through
their planning processes, should be ensuring that defensible space is provided and
accounted for within proposed development land use designated areas, and not
transferred to adjacent open space or conservations lands.

2. A discussion of potential indirect Project impacts on biological resources, including
resources in areas adjacent to the Project foolprint, such as nearby public lands (e.g.
National Forests, State Parks, etc.), open space, adjacent natural habitats, riparian
ecosystems, wildlife corridors, and any designated and/or proposed reserve or
conservation/mitigation lands (e.g., preserved lands associated with a Natural
Community Conservation Plan, or other conserved lands).
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Please note that the Project area supports significant biclogical resources and
contains habitat connections, providing for wildlife movement across the broader
landscape, sustaining both transitory and permanent wildlife populations. COFW
encourages the City to consider project design that avoids and preserves onsite
features that contribute to habitat conneclivity. The DEIR should include a discussion
of both direct and indirect impacts to wildlife movement and connectivity, including
maintenance of wildlife corridor/movement areas to adjacent undisturbed habitats.

3. An evaluation of impacts to adjacent open space lands from both the Project and
long-term operational and maintenance needs.

4. A cumulative effects analysis developed as described under CEQA Guidelines §
15130. The DEIR must analyze the cumulative effects of the plan's land use
designations, policies and programs on the environment. Please include all potential
direct and indirect Project related impacts to riparian areas, wetlands, vernal pools,
alluvial fan habitats, wildlife corridors or wildlife movement areas, aquatic habitats,
sensitive species and other sensitive habitats, open lands, open space, and adjacent
natural habitats in the cumulative effects analysis. General and specific plans, as well
as past, present, and anticipated future projects, should be analyzed relative to their
impacts on similar plant communities and wildlife habitats.

Alternatives Analysis

The DEIR must describe and analyze a range of reasonable alternatives to the Project
that are polentially feasible, would “feasibly attain most of the basic objectives of the
Project,” and would avoid or substantially lessen any of the Project’s significant effects
(CEQA Guidelines § 15126.6[a]). The alternatives analysis must also evaluate a “no
project” alternative (CEQA Guidelines § 15126.6[e]). The no Project alternative must
evaluate how the changing environment, such as climate change and drought, may
affect the community if a new or revised general plan were not adopied.

Mitigation Measures for Project Impacts to Biological Resources

The DEIR must identify mitigation measures and alternatives that are appropriate and
adequate to avoid or minimize potential impacts, to the extent feasible. The City should
assess all direct, indirect, and cumulative impacts that are expected to occur as a result
of the implementation of the Project and its long-term operation and maintenance.
When proposing measures to avoid, minimize, or miligate impacts, COFW recommends
consideration of the following:

1. Fully Protecfed Species: Fully protected species may not be taken or possessed at
any time. Project activilies described in the DEIR. should be designed to completely
avoid any fully protected species that have the potential to be present within or
adjacent to the Project area. CDFW also recommends that the DEIR fully analyze
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potential adverse impacts to fully protected species due to habitat modification, loss
of foraging habitat, and/er interruption of migratory and breeding behaviors. CDFW
recommends that the Lead Agency include in the analysis how appropriate
avoidance, minimization, and mitigation measures will reduce indirect impacts to
fully protected species.

2. Sensitive Plant Communities: CDFW considers sensitive plant communities to be
imperiled habitats having both local and regional significance. Plant communities,
alliances, and associations with a statewide ranking of S-1, §-2, §-3, and 5-4 should
be considered sensitive and declining at the local and regional level. These ranks
can be obtained by querying the CNDDB and are included in The Manual of
California Vegetation (Sawyer et al. 2009). The DEIR should include measures to
fully avoid and otherwise protect sensitive plant communities from Project-related
direct and indirect impacts.

3. California Species of Special Concem (CSSC): C5SC status applies to animals
generally not listed under the federal Endangered Species Act or the CESA, but
which nonetheless are declining at a rate that could result in listing, or historically
occurred in low numbers and known threats to their persistence currently exist.
CSSCs should be considered during the environmental review process.

4. Mitigation: CDFW considers adverse Project-related impacts to sensitive species
and habitats to be significant to both local and regional ecosystems, and the DEIR
should include mitigation measures for adverse Project-related impacts to these
resources. Mitigation measures should emphasize avoidance and reduction of
project impacts. For unavoidable impacts, habitat restoration and/or enhancement,
and preservation should be evaluated and discussed in detail.

The DEIR should include measures to perpetually protect the targeted habitat values
within mitigation areas from direct and indirect adverse impacts in order to meet
mitigation objectives to offset Project-induced qualitative and quantitative losses of
biclogical values. Specific issues that should be addressed include restrictions on
access, proposed land dedications, long-term monitoring and management
programs, control of illegal dumping, water pollution, increased human intrusion, etc.

If sensitive species and/or their habitat may be impacted from the Project, COFW
recommends the inclusion of specific mitigation in the DEIR. CEQA Guidelines
§15126.4, subdivision (a){1)(8) states that formulation of feasible mitigation
measures should not be deferred until some future date. The Court of Appeal in San
Joaquin Raptor Rescue Cenferv. County of Merced (2007) 149 Cal.App.4th 645
struck down mitigation measures which required formulating management plans
developed in consultation with State and Federal wildlife agencies after Project
approval. Courts have also repeatedly not supported conclusions that impacts are
mitigable when essential studies, and therefore impact assessments, are incomplete
{Sundstrom v. County of Mendocino (1988) 202 Cal. App. 3d. 296; Gentry v. City of
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Murrieta (1995) 36 Cal. App. 4th 1359; Endangered Habitat League, Inc. v. County
of Orange (2005) 131 Cal. App. 4th 777).

CDFW recommends that the DEIR specify mitigation that is roughly proportional to
the level of impacts, in accordance with the provisions of CEQA (CEQA Guidelines,
§§ 15126.4(a)(4)(B), 15064, 15065, and 16355). The mitigation should provide long-
term conservation value for the suite of species and habitat being impacted by the
Project. Furthermore, in order for mitigation measures to be effective, they must be
specific, enforceable, and feasible actions that will improve environmental
conditions.

5. Habitat Revegetation/Restoration Plans: Plans for restoration and revegetation
should be prepared by persons with expertise in southern California ecosystems and
native plant restoration techniques. Plans should identify the assumptions used to
develop the proposed restoration strategy. Each plan should include, at a minimum:
(a) the location of restoration sites and assessment of appropriate reference sites;
(b) the plant species to be used, sources of local propagules, container sizes, and
seeding rates; (c) a schematic depicting the mitigation area; (d) a local seed and
cuttings and planting schedule; (e) a description of the irrigation methodology; (f)
measures 1o control exotic vegetation on site; (g) specific success criteria; (h) a
detailed monitoring program; (i) contingency measures should the success criteria
not be met: and (j) identification of the party responsible for meeting the success
criteria and providing for conservation of the mitigation site in perpetuity. Monitoring
of restoration areas should extend across a sufficient time frame to ensure that the
new habitat is established, self-sustaining, and capable of surviving drought.

CDFW recommends that local onsite propagules from the Project area and nearby
vicinity be collected and used for restoration purposes. Onsite seed collection should
be initiated in the near future in order to accumulate sufficient propagule material for
subsequent use in future years. Onsite vegetation mapping at the alliance and/or
association level should be used to develop appropriate restoration goals and local
plant palettes. Reference areas should be identified to help guide restoration efforts.
Specific restoration plans should be developed for various Project components as
appropriate.

Restoration objectives should include protecting special habitat elements or re-
creating them in areas affected by the Project; examples could include retention of
woody material, logs, snags, rocks, and brush piles.

6. Nesting Birds and Migratory Bird Treaty Act: Please note that it is the Project
proponent’s responsibility to comply with all applicable laws related to nesting birds
and birds of prey. Fish and Game Code sections 3503, 3503.5, and 3513 afford
protective measures as follows: Fish and Game Code section 3503 makes it
unlawful to take, possess, or needlessly destroy the nest or eggs of any bird, except
as otherwise provided by Fish and Game Code or any regulation made pursuant
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thereto. Fish and Game Code section 3503.5 makes it unlawful to take, possess, or
destroy any birds in the orders Falconiformes or Strigiformes (birds-of-prey) to take,
possess, or destroy the nest or eggs of any such bird except as otherwise provided
by Fish and Game Code or any regulation adopted pursuant thereto. Fish and Game
Code section 3513 makes it unlawful to take or possess any migratory nongame bird
except as provided by the rules and regulations adopted by the Secretary of the
Interior under provisions of the Migratory Bird Treaty Act of 1918, as amended (16
U.S.C. § 703 et seq.). The issuance of this Agreement does not in any way exempt
or excuse compliance with these statutes.

CDFW recommends that the DEIR include specific avoidance and minimization
measures to ensure that impacts to nesting birds do not occur. Avoidance and
minimization measures may include, but not be limited to: project phasing and
timing, monitoring of project-related noise (where applicable), sound walls, and
buffers, where appropriate. The DEIR should also include specific avoidance and
minimization measures that will be implemented should a nest be located within the
Project site. If pre-construction surveys are proposed in the DEIR, COFW
recommends that they be required no more than three (3) days prior to vegetation
clearing or ground disturbance activities, as instances of nesting could be missed if
surveys are conducted sooner.

Coachella Valley Multiple Species Habitat Conservation Plan

Within the Inland Deserts Region, CDFW issued Natural Community Conservation Plan
Approval and Take Authorization for the CVMSHCP per Section 2800, ef seq., of the
California Fish and Game Code on September 9, 2008. The CVMSHCP establishes a
miultiple species conservation program to minimize and mitigate habitat loss and
provides for the incidental take of covered species in association with activities covered
under the permit.

Compliance with approved habitat plans, such as the CVMSHCP, is discussed in
CEQA. Specifically, Section 15125(d) of the CEQA Guidelines requires that the CEQA
document discuss any inconsistencies between a proposed Project and applicable
general plans and regional plans, including habitat conservation plans and natural
community conservation plans. An assessment of the impacts to the CVMSHCP as a
result of this Project is necessary to address CEQA requirements. To obtain additional
information regarding the CVMSHCF please go to: hitpJ/iwww. cvmshcp.org).

The proposed Project occurs within the CVMSHCP area and is subject to the provisions
and policies of the CVMSHCP. In order to be considered a covered activity, Permittees
must demonstrate that proposed actions are consistent with the CVMSHCP and its
associated Implementing Agreement. The City is the Lead Agency and is signatory to
the Implementing Agreement of the CVMSHCP. The Upper Mission Creek/Big Morongo
Canyon Conservation Area occurs within the City's boundary. The Conservation
Objectives for the Upper Mission Creek/Big Morongo Canyon Conservation Area are
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identified in Section 4.3.7 of the CVMSHCP. If the DEIR proposes Project elements,
including changes in land use designations (for example from open space to a
development land use designation), within a Conservation Area, the Project will be
subject to the Joint Project Review (JPR) process through the Coachella Valley
Conservation Commission (CVCC). The Project will need to demonstrate consistency
with the Conservation Objectives (as identified in CVMSHP Section 4.3.7), and address
Avoidance, Minimization, and Mitigation Measures (CVMSHCP Section 4.4), and Land
Use Adjacency Guidelines (CVMSHCP Section 4.5).

Regardless of whether take of threatened and/or endangered species is obtained
through the CVMSHCP or through a CESA ITP, the DEIR needs to address how the
proposed Project will affect the conservation objectives of the CVMSHCP.

California Endangered Species Act

CDFW is responsible for ensuring appropriate conservation of fish and wildlife
resources including threatenad, endangered, and/or candidate plant and animal
species, pursuant to CESA. COFW recommends that a CESA Incidental Take Permit
(ITP) be obtained if the Project has the potential to result in “take” (California Fish and
Game Code Section 86 defines “take” as “hunt, pursue, calch, capture, or kill, or
attempt to hunt, pursue, catch, capture, or kill") of State-listed CESA species, either
through construction or over the life of the Project; unless this Project is proposed to be
a covered activity under the CVMSHCP. CESA ITPs are issued to conserve, protect,
enhance, and restore State-listed CESA species and their habitats.

CDFW encourages early consultation, as significant modification to the proposed
Project and avoidance, minimization, and mitigation measures may be necessary to
obtain a CESA ITP. The California Fish and Game Code requires that COFW comply
with CEQA for issuance of a CESA ITP. CDFW therefore recommends that the DEIR
addresses all Project impacts to listed species and specifies a mitigation monitoring and
reporting program that will meet the requirements of CESA.

Lake and Streambed Alteration Program

Based on review of aerial photography, the City boundary encompasses a multitude of
ephemeral streambeds. CDFW recommends that the City condition the DEIR to include
a mitigation measure for consultation with CDFW to determine if Fish and Game Code
section 1600 et seq, resources may occur within a proposed project area. Fish and
Game Code section 1602 requires an entity to notify COFW prior to commencing any
activity that may do one or more of the following: Substantially divert or obstruct the
natural flow of any river, stream or lake; Substantially change or use any material from
the bed, channel or bank of any river, stream, or lake; or Deposit debris, waste or other
materials that could pass into any river, stream or lake. Please note that "any river,
stream or lake" includes those that are episodic (i.e., those that are dry for periods of
time) as well as those that are perennial (i.e., those that flow year round). This includes
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ephemeral streams, desert washes, and watercourses with a subsurface flow. It may
also apply to work undertaken within the flood plain of a body of water.

Upon receipt of a complete notification, COFW determines if the proposed Project
activities may substantially adversely affect existing fish and wildlife resources and
whether a Lake and Streambed Alteration (LSA) Agreement is required. An LSA
Agreement includes measures necessary to protect existing fish and wildlife resources.
CDFW may suggest ways to modify the Project that would eliminate or reduce harmful
impacts to fish and wildlife resources.

CDFW's issuance of an LSA Agreement is a “project” subject to CEQA (see Pub.
Resources Code 21065). To facilitate issuance of an LSA Agreement, if necessary, the
DEIR should fully identify the potential impacts to the lake, stream, or riparian
resources, and provide adequate avoidance, mitigation, and monitoring and reporting
commitments. Early consultation with CDFW is recommended, since modification of the
proposed Project may be required to avoid or reduce impacts to fish and wildlife
resources. To obtain a Lake or Streambed Alteration notification package, please go to
https:/, wildlife ca qgov/Conservati orms.

ENVIRONMENTAL DATA

CEQA requires that information developed in environmental impact reports and
negative declarations be incorporated into a database which may be used to make
subsequent or supplemental environmental determinations. (Pub. Resources Code, §
21003, subd. (e).) Accordingly, please report any special status species and natural
communities detected during Project surveys to the California Natural Diversity
Database (CNDDB). The CNDDB field survey form can be found at the following link:
hitp:/iwww.dfg.ca.govibiogeodatalcnddb/pdfs/CNDDB_FieldSurveyForm pdi. The
completed form can be mailed electronically to CNDDB at the following email address:
CNDDB@wildlife.ca.gov. The types of information reported to CNDDB can be found at
the following link: hitp:/iwww.dfg.ca govibiogeodata/cnddb/plants and animals. asp.

FILING FEES

The Project, as proposed, would have an impact on fish and/or wildlife, and assessment
of filing fees is necessary. Fees are payable upon filing of the Notice of Determination
by the Lead Agency and serve to help defray the cost of environmental review by
CDFW. Payment of the fee is required in order for the underlying project approval to be
operative, vested, and final. (Cal. Code Regs, tit. 14, § 753.5; Fish & G. Code, § 711.4;
Pub. Resources Code, § 21089.).

CONCLUSION

CDFW appreciates the opportunity to comment on the NOP of a DEIR for the City of
Desert Hot Springs General Plan Update Project (SCH No. 2018080101) and
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recommends that City address COFW's comments and concems in the furn'mmg
DEIR. If you should have any questions pertaining to the comments provided in this
letter, please contact Joanna Gibson, Senior Environmental Scientist, Specialist, at

(909) 987-7448 or at joanna.gibson@wildlife.ca.gov.
Sincerely,

§;ﬁ¥‘23?£na~

Scott Wilson

Environmental Program Manager
Inland Deserts Region

ec: Office of Planning and Research, State Clearinghouse, Sacramento

California Department of Fish and Wildlife
Heather Pert
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Ms. Rebecea Deming

Community Development Director

City of Desert ot Springs

65950 Pierson Boulevard

Diesert Hot Springs, California 92240

Dear Ms. Deming:

We are providing comments to the Notice of Preparation that was issued on August 5, 2019, and the
Scoping Meeting that was held on August 13, 2019, in reference to the Proposed General Plan Update for

the City of Deseri Hot Springs.
Comment 1:

We believe that Table 1: Existing Land Use Distribution (2018) in the Notice of Preparation needs
to be amended o acknowledge existing Utility / Infrastructure in that Land Use Designation for
the Sphere of Influence, which should include the Southern California Edison Devers Electrical
Substation consisting of a nominal 160 acres and the Sentinel Energy Center consisting of a
nominal 50 acres. Both of these existing land uses are north of Dillion Road and east of Diablo
Road / Oasis Drive, which would place them in the Sphere of Influence portion of the Planning
Area. The Land Use Designation, Wind / Solar Farms indicates 1,575.4 acres utilized for those
purposes in the Sphere of Influence arca; however this category does not account for electrical
transmission and generation uses that exist in the Sphere of Influence.

Comment 2;

Exhibit 3: Draft Land Use Policy Plan indicates just one overall Land Use Designation for all
industrial uses, 1: Industrial: (0.60 FAR). We believe that this is to general of a land use
designation and does not appropriately reflect the existing land uses in portions of the Sphere of
Influence area. The current Land Use Designations for industrial uses include -1 - Light
Industrial, I-M = Medium Industrial and 1-E — Industrial Energy-Related, which are more
appropriate given the existing land uses and the significant encrgy related potential in portions of
the Sphere of Influence area.
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Comment 3;

Exhibit 3: Diraft Land Use Policy Plan indicates that abuiting the large Land Use Designation [
Industrial: (0.60 FAR) you have indicated a Land Use Designation of R-L: Residential Low (Up to
6.0 DU/AC). We believe that this R-L Land Use Designation should be reevaluated for possible
designation as [: Indusirial: (0.60 FAR) and more specilically I-E - Industrial Energy-Related
since it may contain high value wind resource capabilities.

Comment 4:

We believe that the City of Desert Hot Springs should consider incorporating and maintaining the
existing Land Use Designations and Zoning Code Districts that have been developed by the
County of Riverside for the unincorporated areas of the Desert Hot Springs Sphere of Influence.

The San Gorgonio Pass and the western portion of the Coachella Valley are a world recognized wind
resource area and provide significant electrical energy for the Coachella Valley and surrounding Southern
California communities. The Desert Hot Springs General Plan Update will need to acknowledge the
elecirical infrastruciure resources that are currently located in the City of Desert Hot Springs along with
the Sphere of Influence, provide for the ability 1o continue to utilize these resources and have the ability to
add needed infrastructure to integrate these resources in to the Southern California electrical grid.

Please include us in your list of entities that would receive future correspondence pertaining to the Desent
Hot Springs General Plan Update, the Draft Environmental Impact Report, and the California
Environmental Quality Act processes relating to the General Plan Update. The following is our contact
information:

Mr. Bo Buchynsky, COO
Diamond Generating LL.C

633 West Fifth Street, Suite 2700
Los Angeles, California 90071

Phone: (213) 473 - 0080 Facsimile: (213) 620 - 1170
Email: b.buchynskyia@dge-us com

We look forward to participating in your General Plan Update.

Best regards,

et -

Bo Buchynsky
Chief Operating Officer
Diamond Generating LLC
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September 5, 2019

Ms. Rebecca Deming, Community Development Director
City of Desert Hot Springs

65950 Pierson Boulevard

Desert Hot Springs, California 92240

Phone: (760) 329-6411

E-mail: rdeming@cityofdhs.org

RE: SCAG Comments on the Notice of Preparation of a Draft Environmental
Impact Report for the City of Desert Hot Springs General Plan Update [SCAG
NO. IGRS986)

Dear Ms. Deming,

Thank you for submitting the Notice of Preparation of a Draft Environmental Impact
Report for the City of Desert Hot Springs General Plan Update (“proposed project”) to
the Southern California Association of Governments (SCAG) for review and comment.
SCAG is the authorized regional agency for Inter-Governmental Review (IGR) of
programs proposed for Federal financial assistance and direct Federal development
activities, pursuant to Presidential Executive Order 12372, Additionally, SCAG reviews
the Environmental Impact Reports of projects of regional significance for consistency
with regional plans pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and
CEQA Guidelines.

SCAG is also the designated Regional Transportation Planning Agency under state law,
and is responsible for preparation of the Regional Transportation Plan (RTP) including
the Sustainable Communities Strategy (SCS) pursuant to Senate Bill (SB) 375. As the
clearinghouse for regionally significant projects per Executive Order 12372, SCAG
reviews the consistency of local plans, projects, and programs with regional plans.!
SCAG's feedback is intended to assist local jurisdictions and project proponents to
implement projects that have the potential to contribute to attainment of Regional
Transportation Plan/Sustainable Community Strategies (RTP/SCS) goals and align with
RTP/SCS policies.

SCAG staff has reviewed the Notice of Preparation of a Draft Environmental Impact
Report for the City of Desert Hot Springs General Plan Update. The proposed project
includes updating the existing General Plan within the Planning Area of the City and its
Sphere of Influence.

When available, please send environmental documentation to SCAG's Los
Angeles office in Los Angeles {900 Wilshire Boulevard, Ste. 1700, Los Angeles,
California 90017) or by email to au@scag.ca.gov providing, at a minimum, the full
public comment period for review.

If you have any questions regarding the attached comments, please contact the Inter-
Governmental Review (IGR) Program, atin.: Anita Au, Associate Regional Planner, at
{213) 236-1874 or au@scag.ca.gov. Thank you.

Sincerely,

S

Ping Chang

Manager, Compliance and Performance Monitoring

' Lead agencies such as local jurisdictions have the sole discretion in determining a local project’s consistency
with the 2016 RTP/SCS for the purpose of determining consistency for CEQA. Any “consistency” finding by
SCAG pursuant to the IGR process should not be construed as a determination of consistency with the 2016
RTP/SCS for CEQA.

City of Desert Hot Springs
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COMMENTS ON THE NOTICE OF PREPARATION OF A
DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT FOR THE
CITY OF DESERT HOT SPRINGS GENERAL PLAN UPDATE [SCAG NO. IGR9986]

CONSISTENCY WITH RTP/SCS

SCAG reviews environmental documents for regionally significant projects for their consistency with the
adopted RTP/SCS. For the purpose of determining consistency with CEQA, lead agencies such as local
jurisdictions have the sole discretion in determining a local project’s consistency with the RTP/SCS.

2016 RTP/SCS GOALS

The SCAG Regional Council adopted the 2016 RTP/SCS in April 2016. The 2016 RTP/SCS seeks to improve
mobility, promote sustainability, facilitate economic development and preserve the quality of life for the
residents in the region. The long-range visioning plan balances future mobility and housing needs with goals
for the environment, the regional economy, social equity and environmental justice, and public health (see
http://scagrtpscs.net/Pages/FINAL2016RTPSCS . aspx). The goals included in the 2016 RTP/SCS may be
pertinent to the proposed project. These goals are meant to provide guidance for considering the proposed
project within the context of regional goals and policies. Among the relevant goals of the 2016 RTP/SCS are
the following:

RTP/SCS G1:  Align the plan investments and policies with improving regional economic developmeant and
compelitivenass

RTPISCS G2 Maximize mobility and accessibility for all people and goods in the region
RTPISCS G3:  Ensure travel safety and refiability for all people and goods in the region
RTP/SCS G4:  Preserve and ensure a sustainable regional iransportation system
RTP/SCS G5:  Maximize the productivity of our transportation system

RTP/ISCS G6:  Prolect the environment and health for our residents by improving air quality and encouraging
active transportation (e.g., bicycling and walking)

RTPISCS GT:  Actively encourage and creale incentives for energy efficiency, where possible
RTP/SCS G8: Encourage land use and growth patterns that facilitate transit and active transportation
RTP/SCS G9: mhmdhmmmhmp‘rwwm

rapid recovery planning, and coordination with other securily agencies
*SCAG doss nol yef hive an sgreed-upon securly performance Medsurne.

For ease of review, we encourage the use of a side-by-side comparison of SCAG goals with discussions

of the consistency, non-consistency or non-applicability of the goals and supportive analysis in a table
format. Suggested format is as follows:

Desert Hot Springs GP Update and Zoning Amendment
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September 5, 2019 SCAG No. IGR9986

Ms. Rebecca Deming Page 3
RTP/SCS G1: Align the plan investments and policies with improving | Consistent: Stafement as lo why;
regional economic development and compelitiveness gru-oum:m:uuunﬁ
Not Applicable: Statement as fo why,
| DEIR page number reference
RTP/SCS G2: Maximize mobility and accessibility for all people and | Consisteni: Statement as lo why;
goods in the region Not-Consistent: Statement as lo why;
Or
Not Applicable: Statement as lo why;
DEIR page number reference
alc. elc.

2016 RTP/SCS STRATEGIES

To achieve the goals of the 2016 RTP/SCS, a wide range of land use and transportation strategies are
included in the 2016 RTP/SCS. Technical appendances of the 2016 RTP/SCS provide additional

supporting information in  detail. To view the 2016 RTP/SCS, please visit
hilp:/iscagripscs net/Pages/FINAL2016RTPSCS.aspx. The 2016 RTP/SCS builds upon the progress from

the 2012 RTP/SCS and continues to focus on integrated, coordinated, and balanced planning for land use
and transportation that the SCAG region strives toward a more sustainable region, while the region meets
and exceeds in meeting all of applicable statutory requirements perlinent to the 2016 RTP/SCS. These
strategies within the regional context are provided as guidance for lead agencies such as local jurisdictions
when the proposed project is under consideration.

AND F

Local input plays an important role in developing a reasonable growth forecast for the 2016 RTP/SCS.
SCAG used a bottom-up local review and input process and engaged local jurisdictions in establishing the
base geographic and socioeconomic projections including population, household and employment. At the
time of this letter, the most recently adopted SCAG jurisdictional-level growth forecasts that were developed
in accordance with the bottom-up local review and input process consist of the 2020, 2035, and 2040
population, households and employment forecasts. To view them, please visit
http://www.scag.ca.qov/Documents/2016GrowthForecastByJurisdiction.pdf. The growth forecasts for the
region and applicable jurisdictions are below.

Adopted SCAG Reglon Wide Forecasts Adopted City of Desert Hot Springs Forecasts

Year 2020 Year 2035 Year 2040 Year 2020 Year 2035 Year 2040
Population 19,663,000 22,091,000 72,138,800 38,200 53,100 58,900
Households 6,458,000 7,325,000 7,412,300 14,400 19,700 21,900
[ Employment 8,414,000 9,441,000 9,871,500 7,900 12,300 12,900
MITIGATION MEASURES

SCAG staff recommends that you review the Final Program Environmental Impact Report (Final PEIR) for
the 2016 RTP/SCS for guidance, as appropriate. SCAG's Regional Council certified the Final PEIR and
adopted the associated Findings of Fact and a Statement of Overriding Considerations (FOF/SOC) and
Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program (MMRP) on April 7, 2016 (please see:
hitp://scagripscs.net/Pages/FINAL2016PEIR.aspx). The Final PEIR includes a list of project-level
performance standards-based miligation measures that may be considered for adoption and
implementation by lead, responsible, or trustee agencies in the region, as applicable and feasible. Project-
level mitigation measures are within responsibility, authority, and/or jurisdiction of project-implementing
agency or other public agency serving as lead agency under CEQA in subsequent project- and site- specific
design, CEQA review, and decision-making processes, to meet the performance standards for each of the
CEQA resource categories.
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Notice of Completion

Appendix C
Notice of Complaetion & Environmental Document Transmittal

Mail o; State Clearinghouse, P.O. Box 3044, Sacramento, CA 95812-3044  (916) 445-0613

For Hand Delivery/Street Address: 1400 Tenth Street, Sacramento, CA 95814 I"“" # 2019080101
Project Title: Dranintt H ok Springs Qasnaral Plan Lipdabe and Toning Amandmant

Lead Agency: Sy of Dasart Hot Bprirgs Contact Person: Aebeccs Demming

Muiling Address: G850 Ferson Boulevand Phone: TE0-320-6411

City: Dasar Hot Bprings Zip: 92240 County: Rlemide

Project Location: County: Alvenside City/Mearest Community: Deserl Hol Springs

Cross Sirecis; Mulips Lip Codde: 82240

Longitude/ Latitude (degroes, minutes and secopds)c 33 * 08 ¢ 01 =p/ 118 33 "0 "W Total Acres: 17993 (City and SO0
Assessor's Parcel Mo, Al in Cey Section: Mullipla Twp.: Mullipe Range: Mungie Hasg, MAfipis
Witlim 2 Mibes: Sante Hwy ¥: SR-E2. 110 Wterways:, NA
Alrparts: WA Railways: MA Schools: Mullipls
Document Typa:
CEQa: [ Nop W Drait EIR NEPA: [ wod Other: [ Joint Document
[] Barly Cons [ SupplementSubsequent EIR ] EA [] Final Document
Neg Dec {Prior SCH Naowu) Draft EIS O onher
Mit Neg Dec Other: FONSI

Local Action Type:
W General Plan Update ] Specific Plan ] Rezone [J Annexation
[J General Plan Amendment [ Master Plan [ Prezone [ Redevelopment
[] General Plan Element [ PManned Unit Development ] Use Permit [0 Coastal Permit
[ Community Plan [ Site Plan [ Land Division (Subdivision, etc.) [J Oeher:
Development Type:
[ residential: Units Acres
[] Office: Sq.ft. Acres Emgloyees (] Transportation: Type

Commercial:Sq. . Acses Emglovees Miming: Mineral

Industrial:  Sq.f. Acres Emgplovees Power: Type MW

Educational: [] Waste Treatment: Type MGD
[] Recreational: (] Hazardous Waste-Type
] Water Facilitics: Type MGD Orher: Al
Project Issues Discussed In Document:
[ Aesthetic/ Visual [ Fiscal [ RecreationParks O vegetation
] Agricultural Land ] Flood Flain/Flooding L] Schools/Universities [ Water Qualizy
[ Air Quality [] Forest Land/Fire Hazard ~ [] Septic Systems [] Water Supply Groundwater
] Archeclogical Histarical Greologic/Scismic ] Sewer Capacity Wetland Riparian
] Biological Resources Minerals ] Soil Erosion/Compaction'Grading ] Growth Inducement
[ Coastal Zone ] moise ] Solid Waste [ Land Use
] Drainage’ Ahsorption E Poputation/Housing Balance [ | Tomic/Hazardous ] Cumulative Effects
[] Economic/Jobs Public ServicesFacilities Traffie Circulation B Oxher: AL

Presant Land Use/Zoning/General Plan Designation:
All General Plan Designations and Zoning Districts

Project Description: [please use o separate page if necessary)

The City of Desert Hot Springs has prepared an update of its General Plan, to establish a vision and
policies to shape and manage long term growth in the Desert Hot Springs “Planning Area.” The
Planning Area includes areas within the City boundaries of Desert Hot Springs as well as areas within

the City's Sphere of Influence. The proposed General Plan Update is a long-range planning program to
guide the growth and development of the Desert Hot Springs Planning Area through 2040,

MNare: The Srobe Clearisghone will asgs idenrificanions numbers e oll aew profects. o SUH number already i for @ pragect feg Nobice of Proparation or
previcis draff document) please AT n.

Revised 2000
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Reviewing Agencies Checklist
Lead Agencies may recommend State Clearinghouse distribution by marking agencies below with and “X™.
If you have already sem your document 1o the agency please denote that with an =57,

A Air Resources Board A Office of Historic Preservation
— Boating & Waterways, Depariment of — Difice of Public School Construction
California Emengency Management Agency Parks & Recreation, Department of
X California Highway Patrol —_ Pesticide Regulation, Department of
A Colrans District 48 X Public Utilities Commission
____ Cahrans Division of Acronautics X Regional WOCBET
__ Calirans Planning X Resources Agency
__ Central Valley Flood Protection Board Resources Recycling and Recovery, Department of
X___ Coachella Valley Mins, Conservancy — 5.F. Bay Conservation & Development Comm.
— Coasal Commission —_ San Gabriel & Lower L.A. Rivers & Mmns. Conservancy
Colorado River Board — San Joaquin River Conservancy
A Conservation, Department of _____ Santa Monica Mins. Conservancy
— Cosrections, Department of — Ste Lands Commission
Dielea Prodection Commission — SWRCH: Clean Water Grants
—_ Education, Department of x SWRCB: Water Quality
Energy Commission X SWRCB: Water Rights
X___ Fish & Game Region & § _____ Tahoc Regional Planning Agency
— Food & Agricalture. Department of X Toxic Substances Control, Depanment of
X Forestry and Fire Protection, Depanment of —_ Water Resources, Department of
— General Services, Depantment of
—_ Healh Services, Depariment of Onher:
— Housing & Community Development Oiher:
X Mative American Herliage Commission
Local Public Review Period (to b filled in by lead agency)
Starting Date February 14, 2020 Ending Date __April 1st, 2020
Lead Agency (Complete if applicable):
Consulting Firm: MIG, Inc. Applicans: City of Desert Hot Springs
Address: 537 S. Raymond Avenue  Address: 11-39% Paim D
CitySueZip: Pasadena, CA 91105 CinySaneZip: Desert Hot Springs. CA 92240
Contact: Jose Rodriquez Phone: (760) 329-6411 Ext. 240
Phone: 626.744.9872
Signaturs of Lead Agency Representa H Date:
Authority cited: Section 21083, Public Resources Code. Refersnca: Section 21181, Resources Coda.
Revsed 2010
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Notice of Availability

4\,
City of Desert Hol Springs Notice of Availability:
Draft Environmental iImpact Report (DEIR) for the City of Desert Hot Springs
General Plan Update Draft EIR

The City of Desert Hot Springs has prepared a Draft EIR that analyzes the polential environmental impacts
associated with the adoption and long-lerm implementation of the General Plan Update (GPU). The GPU is
onganired o address the requirements of California Government Code Sections 65450 through 85457, The Draft
EIR includes an analysss of potential environmental impacts associated with implementation of the GPU. Program-

The City of Desert Hot Springs is in the norfhwestern portion of the Coachella Valley, north of the City of Palm
Springs and south of the unincorporated community of Morongo Valiey in San Bernardino County. The City is &
ferw miles south of the Riverside CountyiSan Bemarding County boundary. The City is located near the

of the 1-10 freeway and SR-62 highway. The San Bemarding and Littke San Bermarding Mountans bound the City
on the west and north while the San Jacnio and Santa Rosa Mouniaing be further (o the southwest and south.
Joshua Tree National Park is located immediately to the northeast of the City and the Sand to Snow National
Monument is located fo the north. The Planning Area consists of the corporate boundaries of the City of Desert Hot
Springs and its Sphere of Influence (unincorporated Riverside County). The area within the City's corporate
boundanes total 30.5 square miles and its Sphere of Influence totals 28 8 squane miles fior a total Planning Area of
58.3 square miles. The General Plan Update is intended to achieve the land use, transportation, housing, and other
goals of the City that reflect the commisnity’s growth over the long-tem Tﬂ1m2€l1nﬂmw

Tabie 1: General Plan Update: Comparison of 2018 and 2040 Dr!f‘)&m

Non-
xna 82358 304 11,562 26,390 2,655 006 4162 55 6306
Cay 2040 224 12554 34 808 B8 4TH 13,140 805 14,811 1,853 12900
Crange s13858 | +9300 | +23248| +sooes| sr0assses | 10049 897 8574
2008 7292 248 7,538 18.180 556,250 1,020 - 783
SO 2000 18025 o 18,858 a75e8 | 7200099 5,920 = 7,100
Crange «10.733 «S85 | +11.318 | <Z0786 | 6549849 |  +4.900 - 6337
2008 15,650 3,450 9,100 e8s550 | 3214268 5,182 755 7,080
ameies | 2000 w0z | 13425 53654 | 135402 | 20340704 20 531 1,852 20,000
Change +24589 | <0075 | 34564 | <8752 | +17.135438 | +15.340 807 12911
iy
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Draft EIR Notification Mailing List

US Fish & Wildlife Service
6010 Hidden Valley Road
Carlsbad, CA 92001-4213

US Army Corps of Engineers
P.O. Box 532711
Los Angeles, CA 90053-2325

United States Postal Service
66311 Two Bunch Palims
Desert Hot Springs, CA 92240

Bureau of Land Management
U.S. Dept of Interior
California State Office

2800 Cottage Wat
Sacramento, CA 95825

South Coast Air Quality Management
District

Attr: Steve Smith, Program Supervisor
21865 Copley Drive

Diamond Bar, Ca 91765-4178

Southern California Association of
Governments

900 Wilshire Blvd, Ste. 1700

Los Angeles, CA 90017

Coachella Valley Association of
Governments

73-710 Fred Waring Dr, Suite 200
Palm Desert, CA 92260

Riverside County Clerk and Recorder
P.O. Box 751
Riverside, CA 92502-0751

Riverside County Flood Control & Water
Conservation District

1995 Market Street

Riverside, CA 92501

Riverside County Habitat Conservation
Agency

4080 Lemon Street, 12 Floor
Riverside, CA 92501

4-52

Riverside County Health Department
Health Administration Building
4065 County Circle Drive

Riverside, CA 92503

Riverside County Planning Department
4080 Lemon Street
Riverside, CA 92502-1629

Riverside County Sheriffs Department
4095 Lemon Street
Riverside, CA 92502

Riverside County Transit Agency
P.O. Box 59968
Riverside, CA 92517-1968

Riverside County Transportation
Department

Transit Planning Manager

4080 Lemon Street

Riverside, CA 92502-1629

Riverside County Waste Management
Department

Attn: Planning

14310 Frederick Street

Moreno Valley, CA 92553

Riverside County Environmental Health
4065 County Circle Drive #104
Riverside, CA 92503

Mission Springs Water District
66575 Second Street
Desert Hot Springs, CA 92240

Coachella Valley Water District
PO Box 1058
Coachella, CA 92236

California Regional Water Quality
Control Board — Santa Ana Region
3737 Main Street, Suite 500
Riverside, CA 92501-3339

Palm Springs Unified School District
Attn: Superintendent of Schools

150 District Center Drive

Palm Springs, CA 92254

Verizon

Attn: Engineering Department
295 N. Sunrise Way

Palm Springs, CA 92262

Spectrum
41-725 Cook St.
Palm Desert, CA 92211

Desert Valley Disposal
4690 East Mesquite Avenue
Palm Springs, CA 92264

Southern California Edison Company
Local Governmental Affairs

Land Use/Envirommental Coordinator
2244 Walnut Grove Avenue
Rosemead, CA 91770

So. Cal Gas Company
1981 W. Lugonia Avenue
Redlands, CA 92374
Attn: Environmental

Sunline Transit Agency
32305 Harry Oliver Trail
Thousand Palms, CA 92276

Airport Land Use Commission
PO Box 1409
Riverside, CA 92502-1409

The Soboba Band of Luiseno Indians
Attn: Cultural Resources Department
P.O. Box 487

San Jacinto, CA 92581

The Soboba Band of Luiseno Indians
Attn: Chairperson

P.O. Box 487

San Jacinto, CA 92581

City of Desert Hot Springs
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Morongo Band of Mission Indians
Tribal Chairman

12700 Pumarra Road

Banning, CA 92618

Morongo Band of Mission Indians
Cultural Resource Specialist
12700 Pumarra Road

Bamning, CA 92618

Agua Caliente Band of Cahuilla Indians
Director of Tribal Historic Preservation
Office

5401 Dinah Shore Drive

Palm Springs, CA 92264

Agua Caliente Band of Cahuilla Indians
Attn: Chairperson

5401 Dinah Shore Drive

Palm Springs, CA 92264

Cultural Resources Coordinator

Torres Martinez Desert Cahuilla Indians
PO Box 1160

Thermal, CA 92274

Cabazon Band of Mission Indians
Tribal Administration

Attri: Tribal Chairman

84-245 Indio Springs Parkway
Indio, CA 92203

Tribal Chairman

Twenty-Nine Palms Band of Mission
Indians

46-200 Harrison Place

Coachella, CA 92236

Tribal Historic Preservation Officer
Twenty-Nine Palms Band of Mission
Indians

46-200 Harrison Place

Coachella, CA 92236

Cultural Resources Management
Department

San Manuel Band of Mission Indians
26569 Community Center Drive
Highland, CA 92346

Augustine Band of Cahuilla Mission
Indians

Atin: Chairperson

PO Box 846

Coachella, CA 92236

Cahuilla Band of Indians
Attn: Chairperson

52701 U.S. Highway 371
Anza, CA 92539

Los Coyotes Band of Cahuilla and Cupeno
Indians

Attn: Environmental Director

PO Box 189

Warner Springs, CA 92086

Los Coyotes Band of Cahuilla and Cupeno
Indians

Attn: Chairperson

PO Box 189

Warner Springs, CA 92086

Romona Band of Cahuilla
Attn: Chairperson

PO Box 391670

Anza, CA 92539

Romona Band of Cahuilla

Attn: Environmental Coordinator
PO Box 391670

Anza, CA 92539

San Fernando Band of Mission Indians
Attn: Chairperson

PO Box 221838

Newhall, CA 91322

Santa Rosa Band of Cahuilla Indians
Attn: Chairperson

PO Box 391820

Anza, CA 92539

Serrano Nation of Mission Indians
Attn: Chairperson

PO Box 343

Patton, CA 92369

Lozeau Drury LLP

Attn: Richard Drury, Komalpreet Toor, and
Hannah Hughes

410 12 Street, Suite 250

Oakland, CA 94607

Wintec Energy, LTD
2045 E. Tahquitz Canyon Way
Palm Springs, CA 92262

Desert Hot Springs GP Update and Zoning Amendment
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Native American Heritage Commission
Cultural and Environmental Department
1550 Harbor Blvd, Ste. 100

‘West Sacramento, CA 95691

Dept of Fish and Wildlife

Inland Deserts Region

3602 Inland Empire Blvd., Ste. C-220
Ontario, CA 91764

Diamond Generating Corporation
633 W. 51 St Ste. 1000
Los Angeles, CA 90071

Flinn Fagg, AICP

Director of Planning Services
Planning Department

City of Palm Springs

3200 E. Tahquitz Canyon Way
Palm Springs, CA 92262

Pablo Ramirez, Esq.,

Housing Practice Group Director
1040 Towa Avenue Suite 109
Riverside, CA 92507

United States

Rick Wade, General Manager
Desert Valley Disposal Ine.
4690 East Mesquite Avenue
Palm Springs, CA 92264

Yvonne Franco, District Manager
Coachella Valley Resource Conservation
District

81077 Indio Blvd. Suite A

Indio, CA 92201

Tammy Martin, Executive Director
Friends of the Desert Mountains
51500 Highway 74

Palm Desert, CA 92260

Irene N. Rodriguez, Executive Director
Cabot’s Pueblo Museum

67616 E. Desert View Avenue

Desert Hot Springs, CA 92240

David Smith, Park Superintendent,
Joshua Tree National Park

74485 National Park Drive
Twentynine Palms, CA 92277-3597
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Robert Rodriguez

Director of Planning/Building
Planning Department

City of Cathedral City

68700 Avenida Lalo Guerrero
Cathedral City, CA 92234

Steve Bigley, Director
Coachella Valley Water District
51501 Tyler Street

P.O. Box 10358

Coachella, CA 92236

Rose Mayes, Executive Director

Fair Housing Council of Riverside County
655 N. Palm Canyon, Suite 202

Palm Springs, CA 92263

Lauren Skiver, Chief Executive
Officer/General Manager
Surline Transit Agency

32-505 Harry Oliver Trail
Thousand Palms, CA 92276

Larry Singh

Commmunity Program Specialist
Desert Hot Springs Family Resource
Center

14-201 Palm Drive, Suite 108
Desert Hot Springs, CA 92240

Juan C. Perez, TLMA Director
County of Riverside

4080 Lemon St., 14th Floor
P.O. Box 1605

Riverside, CA 92502-1605

Vigtoria Martin, Tribal Secretary
Augustine Band of Cahuilla Indians
PO Box 846

84-481 Avenue 54

Coachella, CA 92236

Jim R. Karpiak, Executive Director
Coachella Valley Mountains Conservancy
73-710 Fred Waring Drive, Suite 112
Palm Desert, CA 92260

Joaquin Tijerina, Director
Coachella Valley Small Business
Development Center

44-199 Monroe Street, Suite B
Indio, CA 92201

Edison International
Attn: Planning Dept.
287 Tennessee Street
Redlands, Ca 92373
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AB-52 Distribution Notification /Consultation

Mative American Heritage Commission
Native American Contact List
Aivarside County
4M52019

Agua Callente Band of Cahuilla
Indlans

Jofl Grubbe, Chalrparson

5401 Dinah Shore Drive Cahuilla
Paim Springs, CA, 2264

Fhane: (760) 699 - BAO0

Fax: (F60) 699-8019

Agua Callente Band of Cahuilla

Indians

FPafricia Garcia-Flotkin, Diroctar

5401 Dinah Shore Driva Cahuilla
Falm Springs, CA, B2264

Fhane: (FE0) 688 - 6207

Fax: (760) 690-6024

ACBCI-THPO® aguacaliente.mns

Augustine Band of Cahuilla

Misslon indlans

Amanda Vaneca, Chairporson

F.O. Box BaE Cahuilla
Coacholla, CA, 92238

Phone: (F60) 308 - 4722

Fax: (760) 369-7161
hhaines@asqustinetribe.com

Cabaron Band of Mission

indians

Doug Welmas, Chalrperson

B4-245 |ndio Springs Parkway Cahuilla
Indio, CA, B2203

Phan: (FB0) 342 - 2593

Fax: (760} 347-7880
jstapp@cabazonindians-nsn.gov

Cahullla Band of Indlans

Daniel Salgado, Chairparson

52701 U5, Highway 371 Cahuilla
Anza, CA, 82539

Phone: (8951) 763 - 5540

Fax: (251} 763-2808

Chairman @ cahullla.nat

Los Coyofes Band of Cahuilla

and Cupefio Indlans

John Parada, Environmantal

Diractor

P. 0. Box 189 Cahuilla
Warner Springs. CA, 82088

Prona: (TE0) TB2 - 0712

Fao: (760) Ta2-2730

Los Coyoles Band of Cahuilla

and Cupefio Indlans

Shane Chapparosa, Chairperson

P.O. Box 189 Cabhuilla
Warner Springs, CA, 82086-0189

Phane: (760) 782 - 0711

Fax: (760) 782-0712

Chapparosa@ msn.com

Morongo Band of Mission

Indians

Robert Martin, Chairperaon

12700 Pumarra Rroad Cahuilla
Banning, CA, 92220 Sarrand

Phona: (951) B4 - BBOT
Fax: (951) 922-8146
diorres & morongo-nNsn.gov

Morongo Band of Mission

Indians

Denisa Torres, Cultural Resources
Maragar

12700 Pumarra Rroad Cahuilla
Banning, CA, 92220 Sarrano
Phone: (951) B40 - 8807

Fax: (951) 922-8148
diorres & morongo-Nsn.gov

Ramona Band of Cahuilla

Joseph Hamilton, Chairperson

P.O. Box 391670 Cahuilla
Anza, CA, 32539

Phona: (851) 7863 - 41056

Faoc: (851) TE3-4325

admin@ ramonatribe.com

Tris i6l is currant only & of the dale of this documant. Distribulon of this list doss nol Ay of il
tho Health and Saloty Codo, Section GO87.84 of tho Publc Hosowsoo Section 209798 of the Putiic Bosources Gndn

ity &8 delined i Section TS5 of

THis s is anly u.pplcuhl-tr cormiacting local Natve Amencans with regard 1o ouhural resources assessmert for tho proposed Geneml Plan Updade Sroect,
sdn

PROJ-Z015- 04/15/2019 10:20 AM iofZ2
002259
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Nathve American Heritage Commission
Mative American Contact List

Riverside County

AME2019
Ramona Band of Cahuillla Soboba Band of Luiseno
John Gomez, Environmental Indians
Coordinator Joseph Ontivaros, Cultural
P. 0. Box 3991870 Cahuilla Resource Department
Anza, CA, 92530 P.O. BOX 287 Cahuilla
Phone: (951) TE3 - 4105 San Jacimto, CGA, 92581 Luisano
Fax: (851} 763-4325 Phona: (851) 663 - 5279
jgomezEramonalribe.com Fax: (351) 654-4198

jentiveros@ soboba-nsn.gov
San Fornando Band of Mission

Indians Soboba Band of Luiseno
Donna Yocum, Chairperson Indians
PO, Box 221838 Kitanamuk Scolt Cozart, Chainperson
Mewhall, CA, 31322 Vanyuma P. O. Box 487 Cahuilla
Phone: (503) 539 - 0933 Tataviam San Jacinto, CA, 92583 Luisano
Fax: (503} 574-3308 Phona: (851) 654 - 2765
ddyocum@comecast. net Fax: (951) 654-4198
jontivercs & soboba-nsn.gov
San Manuel Band of Mission
Indians Torres-Martiner Desert Cahuilla
Lea Clauss, Director of Cultural Indians
Resources Michael Mirelaz, Cultural
26568 Community Center Drive  Serrano Resource Coordinator
Highland, CA, 92346 P.O. Box 1160 Cahuilla
Phone: (908) BE4 - BR33 Thermal, CA, 92274
Fax: (209} 864-3370 Phone: (760) 399 - 0022
lclauss @ sanmanuel-nsn.gov Fao: (760) 397-B146
mmirelez @trmdci.org
Santa Rosa Band of Cahullia
Indians Twenty-Nine Paims Band of
Steven Estrada, Chairperson Mission Indians
P.O. Box 391820 Cahuilla Darrell Mike, Chairparson
Anza, CA, 52530 45-200 Harrison Place Chemehuew
Phaone: (951) 658 - 2700 Coachalla, CA, 92236
Fax: (251} 659-2228 Phone: (760) BE3 - 2444
rmflaxbeard @santarcsacanuilla- Fao: (T60) 863-2449
NEn.gov 29chairman @ 28palmsbomi-
nan.gow
Serrano Nation of Mission
Indians Twenty-Nine Paims Band of
Goldie Walker, Chairperson Mission indians
P.O. Box 343 Sarrano Anthony Madrigal, Tribal Historic
Patton, CA, 92369 Preservation Officer
Phone: (909) 528 - 9027 45-200 Harrison Placa Chemehuew

Coachella, CA, 92236
Phona: (760) 775 - 3259
amadrigal ®29palmsbomi-nsn.goy

Trin g1 in curseni orly & of the dabe of this document, Distsiluton of this s doss nol redienes ary perscn of sielkiony eaponsibiity s defined i Section T050.5 o
the Health and Satoty Code, Section 5087.84 of the Publc Aesouroe Section 509788 of the Public Resources Code.

This lis? is anly applcable for comacting local Native Amancans with regard 1o cultural resources assessme for the proposed General Plan Updane Project,
Riverside County.

PROJ-2015- 4152019 10:20 AM 2 of 2
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August 21, 2019

Agua Caliente Band of Cahuilla Indians
leff Grubbe, Chairperson

5401 Dinah Shore Drive

Palm Springs, CA, 92264

Subject: AB 52 Notification for the 2013-202 1 Housing Element Project
City of Desert Hot Springs, County of Riverside, California 92240

Dear Mr. Grubbe:

As of July 15, 2015, Public Resources Sections (PRC) 21080.1, 21080.3.1 and Z1080.3.2 requires public agencies
to consult with California Mative American tribes that have submitted a request to be notified of projects in their
traditional /cultural use areas for the purpose of mitigating impacts to tribal cultural resources pursuant to
California Environmental Quality (CEQA). You are being contacted because the City is in receipt of your formal
AB 52 Motification Request: concerning projects located within the tribes traditional and/or cultural use area.

This letter serves as the Lead Agency's formal notification, pursuant to PRC 21080.1{d). The project is the
adoption of the Desert Hot Springs Housing Element 2013-2021 as an amendment to the General Plan. This
Housing Element covers the planning period of October 2013 to October 2021. The Housing Element has been
prepared pursuant to the requirements of Government Code Section 62583 identifying and analyzing the City's
ability to provide housing. The Housing Element identifies the lands that could accommodate the City's Regional
Housing Meeds Allocation (RHNA) for the 2013-2021 planning period. The Housing Plan includes programs and
policies the City will take to encourage production of housing units that would achieve its RHNA goals. The
rezoning of sites is a strategy to address the RHMA consistent with State law, but rezoning is not part of this
project. Any rezoning will occur as part of subsequent projects related to the General Plan update and Foning
Code amendment.

The Project occupies USGS Desert Hot Springs, Seven Palms Valley, Whitewater, and Morongo Valley (2012)
California 7.5 Minute Quadrangles (see Endosure). The City of Desert Hot Springs is located in the
northwestern portion of the Coachella Valley, north of the City of Palm Springs and south of the
unincarporated community of Morongo Valley.

If wou would like the City of Desert Hot Springs (Lead Agency) to consult with you regarding this project, please
notify the City of Desert Hot Springs Community Development Department, in writing, within thirty (30) days of
this notification. Thank you for your assistance in this matter.

Sincerely,

Comemunity Development Disector
(T A26-Ad11

Emclosure: USGS 7.5 Minute Quadrangles (Desert Hot Springs, Seven Palms Valley, Whitewater, and Morongo
Valley)

Desert Hot Springs GP Update and Zoning Amendment 4-57
Final EIR May 01, 2020



Public Circulation

August 21, 2019

Apgua Caliente Band of Cahuilla Indians
Patricia Garcia-Plotkin, Directar

5401 Dinah Shore Drive

Palm Springs, CA, 92264

Subject: AB 52 Notification for the 2013-2021 Housing Element Project
City of Desert Hot Springs, County of Riverside, California 92240

Dear Mrs. Garcia-Plotkin:

As of July 15, 2015, Public Resources Sections (PRC) 21080.1, 21080.3.1 and 21080.3.2 reguires public agencies
to consult with California Mative American tribes that have submitted a request to be notified of projects in their
traditional/cultural use areas for the purpose of mitigating impacts to tribal cultural resources pursuant to
California Environmental Quality (CEQA). You are being contacted because the City is in receipt of your formal
AB 52 MNotification Request: concerning projects located within the tribes traditional and/or cultural use area.

This letter serves as the Lead Agency's formal notification, pursuant to PRC 21080.1(d). The project is the
adoption of the Desert Hot Springs Housing Element 2013-2021 as an amendment to the General Plan. This
Housing Element covers the planning period of October 2013 to October 2021. The Housing Element has been
prepared pursuant to the requirements of Government Code Section 65583 identifying and analyzing the City's
ability to provide housing. The Housing Element identifies the lands that could accommuodate the City’'s Regional
Housing Needs Allocation (RHMNA) for the 2013-2021 planning period. The Housing Plan includes programs and
policies the City will take to encourage production of housing units that would achieve its RHNA goals. The
rezoning of sites is a strategy to address the RHNA consistent with State law, but rezoning is not part of this
project. Any rezoning will occur as part of subsequent projects related to the General Plan update and Zoning
Code amendment.

The Project occupies USGS Desert Hot Springs, Seven Palms Valley, Whitewater, and Morongo Valley (2012)
California 7.5 Minute Quadrangles (see Endosure). The City of Desert Hot Springs is located in the
northwestern portion of the Coachella Valley, north of the City of Palm Springs and south of the
unincorporated community of Morongo Valley.

If you would like the City of Desert Hot Springs (Lead Agency) to consult with you regarding this project, please
natify the City of Desert Hot Springs Community Development Department, in writing, within thirty {30) days of
this notification. Thank you for your assistance in this matter.

Sincerely,

Community Development Direcior
(760) 3296411

Enclosure: USGS 7.5 Minute Quadrangles (Desert Hot Springs, Seven Palms Valley, Whitewater, and Morongo
Valley)

4-58 City of Desert Hot Springs
Final EIR May 01, 2020



Public Circulation

August 21, 2019

Augustine Band of Cahuilla Mission Indians
Amanda Vance, Chairperson

P.O. Box B46

Coachella, CA, 92236

Subject: AB 52 Notification for the 2013-202 1 Housing Element Project
City of Desert Hot Springs, County of Riverside, California 92240

Dear Mrs. Vance:

As of July 15, 2015, Public Resources Sections (PRC) 21080.1, 21080.3.1 and 21080.3.2 requires public agencies
to consult with California Mative American tribes that have submitted a request to be notified of projects in their
traditional/cultural use areas for the purpose of mitigating impacts to tribal cultural resources pursuant to
California Environmental Quality (CEQA). You are being contacted because the City is in receipt of your formal
AB 52 Notification Request: concerning projects located within the tribes traditional andfor cultural use area.

This letter serves as the Lead Agency's formal notification, pursuant to PRC 21080.1{d). The project is the
adoption of the Desert Hot Springs Housing Element 2013-2021 as an amendment to the General Plan. This
Housing Element covers the planning period of October 2013 to October 2021. The Housing Element has been
prepared pursuant to the requirements of Government Code Section 65583 identifying and analyzing the City's
ability to provide housing. The Housing Element identifies the lands that could accommodate the City's Regional
Housing Needs Allocation (RHMA) for the 2013-2021 planning period. The Housing Plan includes programs and
policies the City will take to encourage production of housing units that would achieve its RHNA goals. The
rezoning of sites is a strategy to address the RHNA consistent with State law, but rezoning is not part of this
project. Any rezoning will occur as part of subsequent projects related to the General Plan update and Foning
Code amendment.

The Project occupies USGES Desert Hot Springs, Seven Palms Valley, Whitewater, and Morongo Valley (2012)
California 7.5 Minute Quadrangles (see Endosure). The City of Desert Hot Springs is located in the
morthwestern portion of the Coachella Valley, north of the City of Palm Springs and south of the
unincorporated community of Morango Valley.

If you would like the City of Desert Hot Springs (Lead Agency) to consult with you regarding this project, please
motify the City of Desert Hot Springs Community Development Department, in writing, within thirty (30) days of
this notification. Thank you for your assistance in this matter.

Sincerely,

B
Community Development Direcior
(60} 1296411

Enclosure: USGS 7.5 Minute Quadrangles (Desert Hot Springs, Seven Palms Valley, Whitewater, and Morongo
Valley)

Desert Hot Springs GP Update and Zoning Amendment 4-59
Final EIR May 01, 2020



Public Circulation

August 21, 2019

Cabazon Band of Mission Indians
Doug Welmas, Chairperson
B84-245 Indio Springs Parkway
Indio, CA, 92203

Subject: AB 52 Notification for the 2013-2021 Housing Element Project
City of Desert Hot Springs, County of Riverside, California 92240

Dear Mr. Welmas:

As of July 15, 2015, Public Resources Sections [PRC) 21080.1, 21080.3.1 and 21080.3.2 reguires public agencies
to consult with California Native American tribes that have submitted a reguest to be notified of projects in their
traditional/cultural use areas for the purpose of mitigating impacts to tribal cultural resources pursuant to
California Environmental Quality (CEQA). You are being contacted because the City is in receipt of your formal
AB 52 Motification Reguest: concerning projects located within the tribes traditional andfor cultural use area.

This letter serves as the Lead Agency's formal notification, pursuant to PRC 21080.1{d). The project is the
adoption of the Desert Hot Springs Housing Element 2013-2021 as an amendment to the General Plan. This
Housing Element covers the planning period of October 2013 to October 2021. The Housing Element has been
prepared pursuant to the requirements of Government Code Section 65583 identifying and analyzing the City's
ability to provide housing. The Housing Element identifies the lands that could accommodate the City's Regional
Housing Needs Allocation (RHNA) for the 2013-2021 planning period. The Housing Plan includes programs and
policies the City will take to encourage production of housing units that would achieve its RHNA goals. The
rezonimg of sites is a strategy to address the RHNA consistent with State law, but rezoning is not part of this
project. Any rezoning will occur as part of subsequent projects related to the General Plan update and Foning
Code amendment.

The Project occupies USGS Desert Hot Springs, Seven Palms Valley, Whitewater, and Morongo Valley (2012)
California 7.5 Minute Quadrangles (see Encdosure). The City of Desert Hot Springs is located in the
northwestern portion of the Coachella Valley, north of the City of Palm Springs and south of the
unincarporated community of Morongo Valley.

If wou would like the City of Desert Hot 5prings (Lead Agency) to consult with you regarding this project, please
notify the City of Desert Hot Sprimgs Community Development Department, in writing, within thirty (30) days of

this notification. Thank you for your assistance in this matter.

Sincerely,

Enclosure: USGS 7.5 Minute Quadrangles (Desert Hot Springs, Seven Palms Valley, Whitewater, and Morongo
Valley)

4-60 City of Desert Hot Springs
Final EIR May 01, 2020



Public Circulation

August 21, 2019

Cahuilla Band of Indians
Daniel 5algado, Chairperson
52701 U.5. Highway 371
Anza, CA, 92539

Subject: AB 52 Notification for the 2013-2021 Housing Element Project
City of Desert Hot Springs, County of Riverside, California 92240

Dear Mr. 5algado:

As of July 15, 2015, Public Resources Sections (PRC) 21080.1, 21080.3.1 and 21080.3.2 requires public agencies
to consult with California Mative American tribes that have submitted a request to be notified of projects in their
traditional/cultural use areas for the purpose of mitigating impacts to tribal cultural resources pursuant to
California Environmental Quality (CEQA). You are being contacted because the City is in receipt of your formal
AB 52 Notification Reguest: concerning projects located within the tribes traditional and/or cultural use area.

This letter serves as the Lead Agency's formal notification, pursuant to PRC 21080.1({d). The project is the
adoption of the Desert Hot Springs Housing Element 2013-2021 as an amendment to the General Plan. This
Housing Element covers the planning period of October 2013 to October 2021. The Housing Element has been
prepared pursuant to the requirements of Government Code Section 65583 identifying and analyzing the City's
ability to provide housing. The Housing Element identifies the lands that could accommodate the City's Regional
Housing Needs Allocation (RHMA) for the 2013-2021 planning period. The Housing Plan includes programs and
policies the City will take to encourage production of housing units that would achieve its RHMNA goals. The
rezoning of sites is a strategy to address the RHMNA consistent with State law, but rezoning is not part of this
project. Any rezoning will occur as part of subsequent projects related to the General Plan update and Zoning
Code amendment.

The Project occupies USGS Desert Hot Springs, Sewen Palms Valley, Whitewater, and Morongo Valley (2012)
California 7.5 Minute Quadrangles (see Enclosure). The City of Desert Hot Springs is located in the
morthwestern portion of the Coachella Valley, north of the City of Palm Springs and south of the
unincarporated community of Morongo Valley.

If you would like the City of Desert Hot Springs (Lead Agency) to consult with you regarding this project, please
matify the City of Desert Hot Springs Community Development Department, in writing, within thirty (30) days of
this notification. Thank you for your assistance in this matter.

Sincerely,

B
Community Development Direcior
[T60) 3298411

Enclosure; USGS 7.5 Minute Quadrangles (Desert Hot Springs, Seven Palms Valley, Whitewater, and Morongo
Valley)

Desert Hot Springs GP Update and Zoning Amendment 4-61
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Public Circulation

August 21, 2019

Los Coyotes Band of Cahuilla and Cupefio Indians
John Perada, Environmental Director

P. 0. Box 189

Warner Springs, CA, 92086

Subject: AB 52 Motification for the 2013-202 1 Housing Element Project
City of Desert Hot Springs, County of Riverside, California 92240

Dear Mr. Perada:

As of July 15, 2015, Public Resources Sections (PRC) 21080.1, 21080.3.1 and 21080.3.2 requires public agencies
to consult with California Mative American tribes that have submitted a request to be notified of projects in their
traditional/cultural use areas for the purpose of mitigating impacts to tribal cultural resources pursuant to
California Environmental Quality (CEQA). You are being contacted because the City is in receipt of your formal
AB 52 Motification Reguest: concerning projects located within the tribes traditional and/or cultural use area.

This letter serves as the Lead Agency's formal notification, pursuant to PRC 21080.1{d). The project is the
adoption of the Desert Hot Springs Housing Element 2013-2021 as an amendment to the General Plan. This
Housing Element covers the planning period of October 2013 to October 2021. The Housing Element has been
prepared pursuant to the requirements of Government Code Section 65583 identifying and analyzing the City's
ability to provide housing. The Housing Element identifies the lands that could accommodate the City’'s Regional
Housing Needs Allocation (RHMA) for the 2013-2021 planning period. The Housing Plan includes programs and
policies the City will take to encourage production of housing units that would achieve its RHNA goals. The
rezoning of sites is a strategy to address the RHNA consistent with State law, but rezoning is not part of this
project. Any rezoning will occur as part of subsequent projects related to the General Plan update and Zoning
Code amendment.

The Project occupies USGS Desert Hot Springs, Seven Falms Valley, Whitewater, and Morongo Valley (2012)
California 7.5 Minute Quadrangles (see Endosure). The City of Desert Hot Springs is located in the
northwestern portion of the Coachella Valley, north of the City of Palm Springs and south of the
unincorporated community of Morongo Valley.

If you would like the City of Desert Hot Springs (Lead Agency) to consult with you regarding this project, please
notify the City of Desert Hot Sprimgs Community Development Department, in writing, within thirty {30) days of
this notification. Thank you for your assistance in this matter.

Sincerely,

Community Development Direcior
(760) 3296411

Enclosure: USGS 7.5 Minute Quadrangles (Desert Hot Springs, Seven Palms Valley, Whitewater, and Morongo
Valley)

4-62 City of Desert Hot Springs
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Public Circulation

August 21, 2019

Los Coyotes Band of Cahuilla and Cupenio Indians
Shane Chapparosa, Chairperson

P.0O. Box 189

Warner Springs, CA, 92086-0189

Subject: AB 52 Motification for the 2013-2021 Housing Element Project
City of Desert Hot 5prings, County of Riverside, California 92240

Dear Mr. Chapparosa:

As of July 15, 2015, Fublic Resources Sections (PRC) 21080.1, 21080.3.1 and 21080.3.2 requires public agencies
to consult with California Native American tribes that have submitted a request to be notified of projects in their
traditional/fcultural use areas for the purpose of mitigating impacts to tribal cultural resources pursuant to
California Environmental Quality (CEQA). You are being contacted because the City is in receipt of your formal
AB 52 Notification Request: concerning projects located within the tribes traditional and/or cultural use area.

This letter serves as the Lead Agency's formal notification, pursuant to PRC 21080.1{d). The project is the
adoption of the Desert Hot Springs Housing Element 2013-2021 as an amendment to the General Plan. This
Housing Element covers the planning period of October 2013 to October 2021. The Housing Element has been
prepared pursuant to the requirements of Government Code Section 65583 identifying and analyzing the City's
ability to provide housing. The Housing Element identifies the lands that could accommaodate the City’s Regional
Housing Meeds Allocation (RHNA) for the 2013-2021 planning period. The Housing Plan includes programs and
policies the City will take to encourage production of housing units that would achieve its RHNA goals. The
rezoning of sites is a strategy to address the RHMNA consistent with State law, but rezoning is not part of this
project. Any rezoning will occur as part of subsequent projects related to the General Plan update and Zoning
Code amendment.

The Project occupies USGS Desert Hot Springs, Seven Palms Valley, Whitewater, and Morongo Valley (2012)
California 7.5 Minute Quadrangles (see Endosure). The City of Desert Hot Springs is located in the
northwestern portion of the Coachella Valley, north of the City of Palm Springs and south of the
unincorporated community of Morongo Valley.

If you would like the City of Desert Hot Springs (Lead Agency) to consult with you regarding this project, please
naotify the City of Desert Hot Springs Community Development Department, in writing, within thirty (30) days of
this notification. Thank you for your assistance in this matter.

Sincerely,

Community Development Direcior
[T60) 3296411

Enclosure: USGS 7.5 Minute Quadrangles (Desert Hot Springs, Seven Palms Valley, Whitewater, and Morongo
valley)

Desert Hot Springs GP Update and Zoning Amendment 4-63
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Public Circulation

August 21, 2013

Morongo Band of Mission Indians
Robert Martin, Chairperson
12700 Pumarra Road

Banning, CA, 92220

Subject: AB 52 Motification for the 2013-2021 Housing Element Project
City of Desert Hot Springs, County of Riverside, California 92240

Dear Mr. Martin:

As of July 15, 2015, Public Resources Sections (PRC) 21080.1, 21080.3.1 and 21080.3.2 requires public agencies
to consult with California Mative American tribes that have submitted a request to be notified of projects in their
traditional/cultural use areas for the purpose of mitigating impacts to tribal cultural resources pursuant to
California Environmental Quality (CEQA). You are being contacted because the City is in receipt of your formal
AB 52 Notification Request: concerning projects located within the tribes traditional andfor cultural use area.

This letter serves as the Lead Agency's formal notification, pursuant to PRC 21080.1{d). The project is the
adoption of the Desert Hot Springs Housing Element 2013-2021 as an amendment to the General Plan. This
Housing Element covers the planning period of October 2013 to October 2021. The Housing Element has been
prepared pursuant to the requirements of Government Code Section 65583 identifying and analyzing the City's
ability to provide housing. The Housing Element identifies the lands that could accommaodate the City's Regional
Housing Meeds Allocation (RHMA) for the 2013-2021 planning period. The Housing Plan includes programs and
policies the City will take to encourage production of housing units that would achieve its RHMA goals. The
rezoning of sites is a strategy to address the RHMNA consistent with State law, but rezoning is not part of this
project. Any rezoning will occur as part of subsequent projects related to the General Plan update and Zoning
Code amendment.

The Project occupies USG5 Desert Hot Springs, Seven Palms Valley, Whitewater, and Morongo Valley (2012)
California 7.5 Minute Quadrangles (see Endosure). The City of Desert Hot Springs is located in the
northwestern portion of the Coachella Valley, north of the City of Palm Springs and south of the
unincorporated community of Morongo Valley.

If you would like the City of Desert Hot Springs (Lead Agency) to consult with you regarding this project, please
notify the City of Desert Hot Sprimgs Community Development Department, in writing, within thirty (30) days of
this notification. Thank you for your assistance in this matter.

Sincerely,

== U
Community Development Director
[T60) 3296411

Enclosure: USGS 7.5 Minute Quadrangles (Desert Hot Springs, Seven Palms Valley, Whitewater, and Morongo
Valley)
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Public Circulation

August 21, 2019

Morongo Band of Mission Indians

Denisa Torres, Cultural Resources Manager
12700 Pumarra Road

Banning, CA, 92220

Subject: AB 52 Motification for the 2013-202 1 Housing Element Project
City of Desert Hot Springs, County of Riverside, California 92240

Dear Mrs. Torres:

As of July 15, 2015, Public Resources Sections (PRC) 21080.1, 21080.3.1 and 21080.3.2 requires public agencies
to consult with California Mative American tribes that have submitted a request to be notified of projects in their
traditional/cultural use areas for the purpose of mitigating impacts to tribal cultural resources pursuant to
California Environmental Quality (CEQA). You are being contacted because the City is in receipt of your formal
AB 52 Motification Reguest: concerning projects located within the tribes traditional and/or cultural use area.

This letter serves as the Lead Agency's formal notification, pursuant to PRC 21080.1{d). The project is the
adoption of the Desert Hot Springs Housing Element 2013-2021 as an amendment to the General Plan. This
Housing Element covers the planning period of October 2013 to October 2021. The Housing Element has been
prepared pursuant to the requirements of Government Code Section 65583 identifying and analyzing the City's
ability to provide housing. The Housing Element identifies the lands that could accommodate the City’'s Regional
Housing Needs Allocation (RHMA) for the 2013-2021 planning period. The Housing Plan includes programs and
policies the City will take to encourage production of housing units that would achieve its RHNA goals. The
rezoning of sites is a strategy to address the RHNA consistent with State law, but rezoning is not part of this
project. Any rezoning will occur as part of subsequent projects related to the General Plan update and Zoning
Code amendment.

The Project occupies USGS Desert Hot Springs, Seven Palms Valley, Whitewater, and Morongo Valley (2012)
California 7.5 Minute Quadrangles (see Endosure). The City of Desert Hot Springs is located in the
northwestern portion of the Coachella Valley, north of the City of Palm Springs and south of the
unincorporated community of Morongo Valley.

If you would like the City of Desert Hot Springs (Lead Agency) to consult with you regarding this project, please
natify the City of Desert Hot Sprimgs Community Development Department, in writing, within thirty (30) days of
this notification. Thank you for your assistance in this matter.

Sincerely,

Community Development Disecior
(T60) 1296411

Enclosure: USGS 7.5 Minute Quadrangles (Desert Hot Springs, Seven Palms Valley, Whitewater, and Morongo
Valley)

Desert Hot Springs GP Update and Zoning Amendment 4-65
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Public Circulation

August 21, 2019

Ramona Band of Cahuilla

John Gomez, Environmental Coordinator
P. 0. Box 391670

Anza, CA, 92539

Subject: AB 52 Motification for the 2013-202 1 Housing Element Project
City of Desert Hot Springs, County of Riverside, California 92240

Dear Mr. Gomez:

As of July 15, 2015, Public Resources Sections (PRC) 21080.1, 21080.3.1 and 21080.3.2 requires public agencies
to consult with California Native American tribes that have submitted a reqguest to be notified of projects in their
traditionalfcultural use areas for the purpose of mitigating impacts to tribal cultural resources pursuant to
California Environmental Quality (CEQA). You are being contacted because the City is in receipt of your formal
AB 52 Motification Reguest: concerning projects located within the tribes traditional and/for cultural use area.

This letter serves as the Lead Agency's formal notification, pursuant to PRC 21080.1(d). The project is the
adoption of the Desert Hot Springs Housing Element 2013-2021 as an amendment to the General Plan. This
Housing Element covers the planning period of October 2013 to October 2021. The Housing Element has been
prepared pursuant to the requirements of Government Code Section 65583 identifying and analyzing the City's
ability to provide housing. The Housing Element identifies the lands that could accommodate the City’s Regional
Housing Needs Allocation (RHNA) for the 2013-2021 planning period. The Housing Plan includes programs and
policies the City will take to encourage production of housing units that would achieve its RHNA goals. The
rezoning of sites is a strategy to address the RHMNA consistent with State law, but rezoning is not part of this
project. Any rezoning will occur as part of subsequent projects related to the General Plan update and Zoning
Code amendment.

The Project occupies USGS Desert Hot Springs, Seven Falms Valley, Whitewater, and Morongo Valley (2012)
California 7.5 Minute Quadrangles (see Endosure). The City of Desert Hot Springs is located in the
northwestern portion of the Coachella Valley, north of the City of Palm Springs and south of the
unincorporated community of Morongo Valley.

If you would like the City of Desert Hot Springs (Lead Agency) to consult with you regarding this project, please
natify the City of Desert Hot Springs Community Development Department, in writing, within thirty (30) days of
this notification. Thank you for your assistance in this matter.

Sincerely,

==
Community Development Director
(T60) 3296411

Enclosure: USGS 7.5 Minute Quadrangles (Desert Hot Springs, Seven Palms Valley, Whitewater, and Morongo
Valley)
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Public Circulation

August 21, 2019

Ramona Band of Cahuilla
loseph Hamilton, Chairperson
P.O. Box 391670

Anza, CA, 92539

Subject: A8 52 Motification for the 2013-202 1 Housing Element Project
City of Desert Hot Springs, County of Riverside, California 92240

Dear Mr. Hamilton:

As of July 15, 2015, Public Resources Sections (PRC) 21080.1, 21080.3.1 and 21080.3.2 requires public agencies
ta consult with California Native American tribes that have submitted a request to be notified of projects in their
traditional/cultural use areas for the purpose of mitigating impacts to tribal cultural resources pursuant to
California Environmental Quality (CEQA). You are being contacted because the City is in receipt of your formal
AB 52 MNotification Request: concerning projects located within the tribes traditional and/or cultural use area.

This letter serves as the Lead Agency's formal notification, pursuant to PRC 21080.1{d). The project is the
adoption of the Desert Hot Springs Housing Element 2013-2021 as an amendment to the General Plan. This
Housing Element covers the planning period of October 2013 to October 2021. The Housing Element has been
prepared pursuant to the requirements of Government Code Section 65583 identifying and analyzing the City's
ability to provide housing. The Housing Element identifies the lands that could accommodate the City's Regional
Housing Needs Allocation (RHMA) for the 2013-2021 planning period. The Housing Plan includes programs and
policies the City will take to encourage production of housing units that would achieve its RHNA goals. The
rezoning of sites is a strategy to address the RHNA consistent with State law, but rezoning is not part of this
project. Any rezoning will occur as part of subsequent projects related to the General Plan update and Zoning
Code amendment.

The Project occupies USGS Desert Hot Springs, Seven Palms Valley, Whitewater, and Morongo Valley (2012)
California 7.5 Minute Quadrangles (see Endosure). The City of Desert Hot Springs is located in the
morthwestern portion of the Coachella Valley, north of the City of Palm Springs and south of the
unincorporated community of Moromgo Valley.

If you would like the City of Desert Hot Springs (Lead Agency) to consult with you regarding this project, please
matify the City of Desert Hot Springs Community Development Department, in writing, within thirty (30) days of
this notification. Thank you for your assistance in this matter.

Sincerely,

=P U
Community Development Direcior
[T60) 329.6411

Enclosure: USGS 7.5 Minute Quadrangles (Desert Hot Springs, Seven Palms Valley, Whitewater, and Morongo
Valley)

Desert Hot Springs GP Update and Zoning Amendment 4-67
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Public Circulation

August 21, 2019

San Manuel Band of Mission Indians

Lee Clauss, Director of Cultural Resources
2656% Community Center Drive
Highland, CA, 92346

Subject: AB 52 Notification for the 2013-2021 Housing Element Project
City of Desert Hot Springs, County of Riverside, California 92240

Dear Mr. Clauss:

As of July 15, 2015, Fublic Resources Sections (PRC) 21080.1, 21080.3.1 and 21080.3.2 reguires public agencies
to consult with California Native American tribes that have submitted a request to be notified of projects in their
traditional/cultural use areas for the purpose of mitigating impacts to tribal cultural resources pursuant to
California Environmental Quality (CEQA). You are being contacted because the City is in receipt of your formal
AB 52 Notification Request: concerning projects located within the tribes traditional and/or cultural use area.

This letter serves as the Lead Agency's formal notification, pursuant to PRC 21080.1{d). The project is the
adoption of the Desert Hot Springs Housing Element 2013-2021 as an amendment to the General Plan. This
Housing Element covers the planning period of October 2013 to October 2021. The Housing Element has been
prepared pursuant to the requirements of Government Code Section 65583 identifying and analyzing the City's
ability to provide housing. The Housing Element identifies the lands that could accommuodate the City's Regional
Housing Needs Allocation (RHNA) for the 2013-2021 planning period. The Housing Plan includes programs and
policies the City will take to encourage production of housing units that would achieve its RHNA goals. The
rezoning of sites is a strategy to address the RHMA consistent with State law, but rezoning is not part of this
project. Any rezoning will occur as part of subsequent projects related to the General Plan update and Zoning
Code amendment.

The Project occupies USGS Desert Hot Springs, Seven Palms Valley, Whitewater, and Morongo Valley (2012)
California 7.5 Minute Quadrangles (see Enclosure). The City of Desert Hot Springs is located in the
northwestern portion of the Coachella Valley, north of the City of Palm Springs and south of the
unincorporated community of Morongo Valley.

If you would like the City of Desert Hot Springs (Lead Agency) to consult with you regarding this project, please
notify the City of Desert Hot Springs Community Development Department, in writing, within thirty (30) days of
this notification. Thank you for your assistance in this matter.

Sincerely,

Community Development Director
[T60) 3296411

Enclosure; USGS 7.5 Minute Quadrangles (Desert Hot Springs, Seven Palms Valley, Whitewater, and Morongo
Valley)

4-68 City of Desert Hot Springs
Final EIR May 01, 2020



Public Circulation

August 21, 2019

5San Fernando Band of Mission Indians
Donna Yocum, Chairperson

P.O. Box 221838

Mewhall, CA, 91322

Subject: AB 52 MNotification for the 2013-2021 Housing Element Project
City of Desert Hot Springs, County of Riverside, California 92240

Dear Mrs. Yocum:

As of July 15, 2015, Public Resources Sections (PRC) 21080.1, 21080.3.1 and 21080.3.2 requires public agencies
to consult with California Native American tribes that have submitted a request to be notified of projects in their
traditional/cultural use areas for the purpose of mitigating impacts to tribal cultural resources pursuant to
California Environmental Quality (CEQA). You are being contacted because the City is in receipt of your formal
AB 52 Notification Reguest: concerning projects located within the tribes traditional and/for cultural use area.

This letter serves as the Lead Agency's formal notification, pursuant to PRC 21080.1(d). The project is the
adoption of the Desert Hot Springs Housing Element 2013-2021 as an amendment to the General Plan. This
Housing Element covers the planning period of October 2013 to October 2021. The Housing Element has been
prepared pursuant to the requirements of Government Code Section 82583 identifying and analyzing the City's
ability to provide housing. The Housing Element identifies the lands that could accommodate the City’'s Regional
Housing Needs Allocation (RHNA) for the 2013-2021 planning period. The Housing Plan includes programs and
policies the City will take to encourage production of housing units that would achieve its RHNA goals. The
rezoning of sites is a strategy to address the RHNA consistent with State law, but rezoning is not part of this
project. Any rezoning will occur as part of subsequent projects related to the General Plan update and Zoning
Code amendment.

The Project occupies USGS Desert Hot Springs, Seven Palms Valley, Whitewater, and Morongo Valley (2012)
California 7.5 Minute Quadrangles (see Endosure). The City of Desert Hot Springs is located in the
northwestern portion of the Coachella Valley, north of the City of Palm Springs and south of the
unincorporated community of Morongo Valley.

If you would like the City of Desert Hot Springs (Lead Agency) to consult with you regarding this project, please
notify the City of Desert Hot Springs Community Development Department, in writing, within thirty (30) days of
this notification. Thank you for your assistance in this matter.

Sincerely,

E=E AP N
Community Development Direcios
(160} 3296411

Enclosure: USGS 7.5 Minute Quadrangles (Desert Hot Springs, Seven Palms Valley, Whitewater, and Morongo
Valley)
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August 21, 2019

Santa Rosa Band of Cahuilla Indians
Steven Estrada, Chairperson

P.O. Box 391820

Anza, CA, 92539

Subject: AB 52 Motification for the 2013-202 1 Housing Element Project
City of Desert Hot Springs, County of Riverside, California 92240

Dear Mr. Estrada:

As of July 15, 2015, Fublic Resources Sections (PRC) 21080.1, 21080.3.1 and 21080.3.2 reguires public agencies
to consult with California Native American tribes that have submitted a request to be notified of projects in their
traditional/cultural use areas for the purpose of mitigating impacts to tribal cultural resources pursuant to
California Environmental Quality (CEQA). You are being contacted because the City is in receipt of your formal
AB 52 Motification Request: concerning projects located within the tribes traditional and/or cultural use area.

This letter serves as the Lead Agency's formal notification, pursuant to PRC 21080.1(d). The project is the
adoption of the Desert Hot Springs Housing Element 2013-2021 as an amendment to the General Plan. This
Housing Element covers the planning period of October 2013 to October 2021. The Housing Element has been
prepared pursuant to the requirements of Government Code Section 65583 identifying and analyzing the City's
ability to provide housing. The Housing Element identifies the lands that could accommuodate the City's Regional
Housing Needs Allocation (RHNA) for the 2013-2021 planning period. The Housing Plan includes programs and
policies the City will take to encourage production of housing units that would achieve its RHNA goals. The
rezoning of sites is a strategy to address the RHNA consistent with State law, but rezoning is not part of this
project. Any rezoning will occur as part of subsequent projects related to the General Plan update and Foning
Code amendment.

The Project occupies USGS Desert Hot Springs, Seven Palms Valley, Whitewater, and Morongo Valley (2012)
California 7.5 Minute Quadrangles (see Endosure). The City of Desert Hot Springs is located in the
northwestern portion of the Coachella Valley, north of the City of Palm Springs and south of the
unincorporated community of Morongo Valley.

If you would like the City of Desert Hot 5prings (Lead Agency) to consult with you regarding this project, please
natify the City of Desert Hot Springs Community Development Department, in writing, within thirty (30) days of
this notification. Thank you for your assistance in this matter.

Sincerely,

Community Development Director
(760} 129.6411

Enclosure: USGES 7.5 Minute Quadrangles (Desert Hot Springs, Seven Palms Valley, Whitewater, and Morongo
Valley)
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August 21, 2019

Soboba Band of Luiseno Indians
Scott Cozart, Chairperson

P. O. Box 487

5an Jacinto, CA, 92583

Subject: AB 52 Motification for the 2013-202 1 Housing Element Project
City of Desert Hot Springs, County of Riverside, California 92240

Dear Mr. Cozart:

As of July 15, 2015, Public Resources Sections (PRC) 21080.1, 21080.3.1 and 21080.3.2 requires public agencies
to consult with California Mative American tribes that have submitted a request to be notified of projects in their
traditional/cultural use areas for the purpose of mitigating impacts to tribal cultural resources pursuant to
California Environmental Quality (CEQA). You are being contacted because the City is in receipt of your formal
AB 52 Motification Reguest: concerning projects located within the tribes traditional and/or cultural use area.

This letter serves as the Lead Agency's formal notification, pursuant to PRC 21080.1{d). The project is the
adoption of the Desert Hot Springs Housing Elerment 2013-2021 as an amendment to the General Plan. This
Housing Element covers the planning period of October 2013 to October 2021. The Housing Element has been
prepared pursuant to the requirements of Government Code Section 65583 identifying and analyzing the City's
ability to provide housing. The Housing Element identifies the lands that could accommodate the City’'s Regional
Housing Needs Allocation (RHMA) for the 2013-2021 planning period. The Housing Plan includes programs and
policies the City will take to encourage production of housing units that would achieve its RHNA goals. The
rezoning of sites is a strategy to address the RHNA consistent with State law, but rezoning is not part of this
project. Any rezoning will occur as part of subsequent projects related to the General Plan update and Zoning
Code amendment.

Thie Project occupies USGS Desert Hot Springs, Seven Palms Valley, Whitewater, and Morongo Valley (2012)
California 7.5 Minute Quadrangles (see Endosure). The City of Desert Hot Springs is located in the
northwestern portion of the Coachella Valley, north of the City of Palm Springs and south of the
unincorporated community of Morongo Valley.

If wou would like the City of Desert Hot Springs [Lead Agency) to consult with you regarding this project, please
notify the City of Desert Hot Springs Community Development Department, in writing, within thirty {30) days of
this notification. Thank you for your assistance in this matter.

Sincerely,

Community Development Director
(T60) 3296411

Enclosure: USGS 7.5 Minute Quadrangles (Desert Hot Springs, Seven Palms Valley, Whitewater, and Morongo
Valley)

Desert Hot Springs GP Update and Zoning Amendment 4-71
Final EIR May 01, 2020



Public Circulation

August 21, 2019

Serrano Mation of Mission Indians
Goldie Walker, Chairperson

P.O. Box 343

Patton, CA, 92369

Subject: AB 52 Notification for the 2013-2021 Housing Element Project
City of Desert Hot Springs, County of Riverside, California 92240

Dear Goldie Walker:

As of July 15, 2015, Public Resources Sections (PRC) 21080.1, 21080.3.1 and 21080.3.2 reqguires public agencies
to consult with California Mative American tribes that have submitted a request to be notified of projects in their
traditional/cultural use areas for the purpose of mitigating impacts to tribal cultural resources pursuant to
California Environmental Quality (CEQA). You are being contacted because the City is in receipt of your formal
AB 52 Notification Reguest: concerning projects located within the tribes traditional and/or cultural use area.

This letter serves as the Lead Agency's formal notification, pursuant to PRC 21080.1({d). The project is the
adoption of the Desert Hot Springs Housing Element 2013-2021 as an amendment to the General Plan. This
Housing Element covers the planning period of October 2013 to October 2021. The Housing Element has been
prepared pursuant to the requirements of Government Code Section 65583 identifying and analyzing the City"s
ability to provide housing. The Housing Element identifies the lands that could accommaodate the City's Regional
Housing Needs Allocation (RHMA) for the 2013-2021 planning perind. The Housing Plan includes programs and
paolicies the City will take to encourage production of housing units that would achieve its RHNA goals. The
rezoning of sites is a strategy to address the RHMNA consistent with State law, but rezoning is not part of this
project. Any rezoning will occur as part of subsequent projects related to the General Plan update and Zoning
Code amendment.

The Project occupies USGS Desert Hot Springs, Sewen Palms Valley, Whitewater, and Morongo Valley (2012)
California 7.5 Minute Quadrangles (see Enclosure). The City of Desert Hot Springs is located in the
northwestern portion of the Coachella Valley, north of the City of Palm Springs and south of the
unincorporated community of Morongo Valley.

If you would like the City of Desert Hot Springs (Lead Agency) to consult with you regarding this project, please
natify the City of Desert Hot Springs Community Development Department, in writing, within thirty (30) days of
this notification. Thank you for your assistance in this matter.

Sincerely,

Community Development Direcwor
(760} 3296411

Enclosure: USGS 7.5 Minute Quadrangles (Desert Hot Springs, Seven Palms Valley, Whitewater, and Morongo
Valley)
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August 21, 2019

Soboba Band of Luiseno Indians

loseph Ontiveros, Cultural Resource Department
P.O. BOX 487

5an Jacinto, CA, 92581

Subject: AB 52 Motification for the 2013-2021 Housing Element Project
City of Desert Hot Springs, County of Riverside, California 92240

Dear Mr. Ontiveros:

As of July 15, 2015, Public Resources Sections (PRC) 21080.1, 21080.3.1 and 21080.3.2 requires public agencies
to consult with California Native American tribes that have submitted a request to be notified of projects in their
traditional/cultural use areas for the purpose of mitigating impacts to tribal cultural resources pursuant to
California Environmental Quality (CEQA). You are being contacted because the City is in receipt of your formal
AB 52 Motification Request: concerning projects located within the tribes traditional and/or cultural use area.

This letter serves as the Lead Agency's formal notification, pursuant to PRC 21080.1({d). The project is the
adoption of the Desert Hot Springs Housing Element 2013-2021 as an amendment to the General Plan. This
Housing Element covers the planning period of October 2013 to October 2021. The Housing Element has been
prepared pursuant to the requirements of Government Code Section 65583 identifying and analyzing the City's
ability to provide housing. The Housing Element identifies the lands that could accommaodate the City's Regional
Housing Needs Allocation (RHMA) for the 2013-2021 planning period. The Housing Plan includes programs and
policies the City will take to encourage production of housing units that would achieve its RHNA goals. The
rezoning of sites is a strategy to address the RHMNA consistent with State law, but rezoning is not part of this
project. Any rezoning will occur as part of subsequent projects related to the General Plan update and Foning
Code amendment.

Thie Project occupies USGS Desert Hot Springs, Seven Palms Valley, Whitewater, and Morongo Valley (2012)
California 7.5 Minute Quadrangles (see Enclosure). The City of Desert Hot Springs is located in the
northwestern portion of the Coachella Valley, north of the City of Palm Springs and south of the
unincorporated community of Morongo Valley.

If wou would like the City of Desert Hot Springs (Lead Agency) to consult with you regarding this project, please
natify the City of Desert Hot Springs Community Development Department, in writing, within thirty (30) days of
this notification. Thank you for your assistance in this matter.

Sincerely,

Community Development Direcior
[T60) 3296411

Emclosure: USGS 7.5 Minute Quadrangles (Desert Hot Springs, Seven Palms Valley, Whitewater, and Morongo
Valley)
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August 21, 2019

Torres-Martinez Desert Cahuilla Indians
Michael Mirelez, Cultural Resource Coordinator
P.O. Box 1160

Thermal, CA, 92274

Subject: AB 52 Notification for the 2013-202 1 Housing Element Project
City of Desert Hot Springs, County of Riverside, California 92240

Dear Mr. Mirelez:

As of July 15, 2015, Public Resources Sections (PRC) 21080.1, 21080.3.1 and 21080.3.2 requires public agencies
to consult with California Mative American tribes that have submitted a request to be notified of projects in their
traditional/cultural use areas for the purpose of mitigating impacts to tribal cultural resources pursuant to
California Environmental Quality (CEQA). You are being contacted because the City is in receipt of your formal
AB 52 Motification Reguest: concerning projects located within the tribes traditional and/or cultural use area.

This letter serves as the Lead Agency's formal notification, pursuant to PRC 21080.1(d). The project is the
adoption of the Desert Hot Springs Housing Element 2013-2021 as an amendment to the General Plan. This
Housing Element covers the planning period of October 2013 to October 2021. The Housing Element has been
prepared pursuant to the requirements of Government Code Section 65583 identifying and analyzing the City's
ability to provide housing. The Housing Element identifies the lands that could accommodate the City’'s Regional
Housing Needs Allocation (RHMA) for the 2013-2021 planning period. The Housing Plan includes programs and
policies the City will take to encourage production of housing units that would achieve its RHNA goals. The
rezoning of sites is a strategy to address the RHNA consistent with State law, but rezoning is not part of this
project. Any rezoning will occur as part of subsequent projects related to the General Plan update and Zoning
Code amendment.

The Project occupies USGS Desert Hot Springs, Seven Palms Valley, Whitewater, and Morongo Valley (2012)
California 7.5 Minute Quadrangles (see Endosure). The City of Desert Hot Springs is located in the
northwestern portion of the Coachella Valley, north of the City of Palm Springs and south of the
unincorporated community of Morongo Valley.

If wou would like the City of Desert Hot Springs (Lead Agency) to consult with you regarding this project, please
natify the City of Desert Hot Sprimgs Community Development Department, in writing, within thirty (30) days of
this notification. Thank you for your assistance in this matter.

Sincerely,

Community Development Direcior
[T60) 1296411

Enclosure: USGS 7.5 Minute Quadrangles (Desert Hot Springs, Seven Palms Valley, Whitewater, and Morongo
Valley)
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August 21, 2019

Twenty-Nine Palms Band of Mission Indians
Darrell Mike, Chairperson

46200 Harrison Place

Coachella, CA, 92236

Subject: AB 52 Motification for the 2013-202 1 Housing Element Project
City of Desert Hot Springs, County of Riverside, California 92240

Dear Mr. Mike:

As of July 15, 2015, Public Resources Sections (PRC) 21080.1, 21080.3.1 and 21080.3.2 requires public agencies
to consult with California Mative American tribes that have submitted a request to be notified of projects in their
traditional/cultural use areas for the purpose of mitigating impacts to tribal cultural resources pursuant to
California Environmental Quality (CEQA). You are being contacted because the City is in receipt of your formal
AB 52 Notificatiom Request: concerning projects located within the tribes traditional and/or cultural use area.

This letter serves as the Lead Agency's formal notification, pursuant to PRC 21080.1(d). The project is the
adoption of the Desert Hot Springs Housing Element 2013-2021 as an amendment to the General Plan. This
Housing Element covers the planning period of October 2013 to October 2021. The Housing Element has been
prepared pursuant to the requirements of Government Code Section 65583 identifying and analyzing the City's
ability to provide housing. The Housing Element identifies the lands that could accommodate the City’s Regional
Housing Needs Allocation (RHNA) for the 2013-2021 planning period. The Housing Plan includes programs and
policies the City will take to encourage production of housing units that would achieve its RHNA goals. The
rezoning of sites is a strategy to address the RHNA consistent with State law, but rezoning is not part of this
project. Any rezoning will occur as part of subsequent projects related to the General Plan update and Zoning
Code amendment.

The Project occupies USGS Desert Hot Springs, Seven Palms Valley, Whitewater, and Morongo Valley (2012)
California 7.5 Minute Quadrangles (see Encdosure). The City of Desert Hot Springs is located in the
northwestern portion of the Coachella Valley, north of the City of Palm Springs and south of the
unincorporated community of Morongo Valley.

If you would like the City of Desert Hot Springs (Lead Agency) to consult with you regarding this project, please
natify the City of Desert Hot Springs Community Development Department, in writing, within thirty (30) days of
this notification. Thank you for your assistance in this matter.

Sincerely,

Community Development Direcior
[T60) 3296411

Enclosure: USGS 7.5 Minute Quadrangles (Desert Hot Springs, Seven Palms Valley, Whitewater, and Morongo
Valley)
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August 21, 2019

Twenty-Mine Palms Band of Mission Indians

Anthony Madrigal, Tribal Historic Preservation Officer
46200 Harrison Place

Coachella, CA, 92236

Subject: AB 52 Motification for the 2013-2021 Housing Element Project
City of Desert Hot 5prings, County of Riverside, California 92240

Dear Mr. Madrigal:

As of July 15, 2015, Public Resources Sections (PRC) 21080.1, 21080.3.1 and 21080.3.2 reguires public agencies
to consult with California Mative American tribes that have submitted a request to be notified of projects in their
traditional/cultural use areas for the purpose of mitigating impacts to tribal cultural resources pursuant to
California Environmental Quality (CEQA). You are being contacted because the City is in receipt of your formal
AB 52 Motification Reguest: concerning projects located within the tribes traditional and/or cultural use area.

This letter serves as the Lead Agency's formal notification, pursuant to PRC 21080.1(d). The project is the
adoption of the Desert Hot Springs Housing Element 2013-2021 as an amendment to the General Plan. This
Housing Element covers the planning period of October 2013 to October 2021. The Housing Element has been
prepared pursuant to the requirements of Government Code Section 65583 identifying and analyzing the City's
ability to provide housing. The Housing Element identifies the lands that could accommodate the City's Regional
Housing Meeds Allocation (RHMA) for the 2013-2021 planning perind. The Housing Plan includes programs and
policies the City will take to encourage production of housing units that would achieve its RHNA goals. The
rezoning of sites is a strategy to address the RHNA consistent with State law, but rezoning is not part of this
project. Any rezoning will occur as part of subsequent projects related to the General Plan update and Zoning
Code amendment.

The Project occupies USGS Desert Hot Springs, Seven Palms Valley, Whitewater, and Morongo Valley (2012)
California 7.5 Minute Quadrangles (see Endosure). The City of Desert Hot Springs is located in the
northwestern portion of the Coachella Valley, north of the City of Palm Springs and south of the
unincorporated community of Moromgo Valley.

If you would like the City of Desert Hot Springs [Lead Agency) to consult with you regarding this project, please
notify the City of Desert Hot Springs Community Development Department, in writing, within thirty {30) days of
this notification. Thank you for your assistance in this matter.

Sincerely,

Community Development Director
(T60) 3296411

Enclosure: USGS 7.5 Minute Quadrangles (Desert Hot Springs, Seven Palms Valley, Whitewater, and Morongo
Valley)
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AGUA CALIENTE BAND OF CAHUILLA INDIANS

MiBAL MisToss: PersemvaT ™

03-012-2010-008

October 07, 2019

[V1A EMAIL TOredemingicityofidhs ong]
City of Desent Hot Springs

Mz, Rebecca Deming,

65950 Pierson Blvd

Desert Hot Springs., California 92240

Re: 2013-2021 Housing Element
Dear Ms. Rebecca Deming,

The Apgua Caliente Band of Cahuilla Indians (ACBCI) appreciates your efforts to include the
Tribal Historic Preservation Office (THPO) in the 2013-2021 Housing Element project. The
project area is not located within the boundaries of the ACBCI Reservation. However, it is
within the Tribe's Traditional U'se Area. For this reason, the ACBCI THPO requests the
following:
*Formal government to government consultion under California Assembly Bill Mo.
52 (AB-52).

*Copies of any cultural resource documentation (report and site records) generated
in connection with this project.

Again, the Apgua Caliente appreciates your interest in our cultural heritage. If you have questions
or require additional information, please call me at (760M699-6956. You may also email me at
ACBCI-THPO@aguacaliente. net.
Cordially,
AL
Lacy Padilla
Archasologist
Tribal Historic Preservation Office
AGUA CALIENTE BAND
OF CAHUTLLA INDIANS

4001 DinaM SHORE DRIVE, PaAaLu SPERIiM B CA 92284

TeODse ¥R /rEB0D0 F fEG/ a9 /604 VA, A WACALICHTE-NS N oW
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ELGUF& CALIENTE BAND {:E_CHHUILI.H INDIANS

migAL HiSTO®RMN. PRESDSVATHIM

03-012-2059-007

March 24, 2020

[VIA EMAIL TO:-redeming@cityolidhs ong]
City of Desert Hot Springs

Ms. Rebecca Deming

65-950 Pierson Bhwi.

Desert Hot Springs, California 92240

Re: City of Desert Hot Springs General Plan Update
Dear Ms. Rebecca Deming,

The Agua Caliente Band of Cahuilla Indians ( ACBCI) appreciates your efforts to include the
Tribal Historic Preservation Office (THPO) in the General Plan Update project. The project area
is not located within the boundaries of the ACBCI Reservation. However, it is within the
Trbe's Traditional Use Area. For this reason, the ACBCI THPO requests the following;:
* At this time the concerns of the ACBCI THPO have been addressed and proper
mmpnunhavﬂhmnplnpmdmmsmﬂmprnmgunfm'hﬂmlhnzl
resouces. This letter shall conclude our ABS2 consultation efforts.

* At this time the concerns of the ACBCI THPO have been addressed and proper
mmgauunhmrehempmpmadmmeihepmmgnufm'h@lmﬂhuﬂ
resonces. This letter shall conclude our consultation efforts under 5B 18.

Apain, the Agua Caliente appreciates your interest in our cultural heritage. If you have questions
or require additional information, please call me at (760)699-6907. You may also email me at
ACBCI-THPO{@aguacaliente net.

Conrdially,

tucen. (e Thetian

Director

Tribal Historic Preservation Office

AGUA CALIENTE BAND
OF CAHUILLA INDIANS

S401 DinaH SHORE DRIVE PAaLw SEFRiNGS CA 92284

TED/ 6B/ 68800 F FEO/a8B /8024 W, ACALIEMTE-NSN y W
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Attn: Rebecca Deming, Community Development Director
City of Desert Hot Springs

Community Development Department

65950 Picrson Boulevard S nE
Dezert Hot Springs, CA 92240

RE: AB 52 Consultation; 2013-2021 Housing Element Project — City of Desert Hot Springs,
Riverside County, CA

The Soboba Band of Luisefio Indians has received yvour notification purseant under Assembly
Bill 52,

Soboba Band of Luiscnio [ndians 1s requesting to intfiate formal consultation with the City of
Desert Hot Springs. A meeting can be scheduled by contacting me via email or phone. All contact
information has been included in this letter.

I look forward to hearing from and meeting with you soon.

Sincerely,

Joseph Ontiveros, Trbal Historic Preservation Officer
Soboba Band of Luisefio Indians
PO Box 487
San Jacinto, CA 92581
Phone (951) 654-5544 ext. 4137
Cell (951) 663-5279
jontiverosi@isohoba-nsn. gov

Confidentiality: The entirety of the contents of this letter shall remain confidential between
Soboba and the City of Desert Hot Springs. No part of the contents of this letter may be shared,
copied, or utilized in any way with any other individual, entity, municipality, or tribe, whatsoever,
without the expressed written permission of the Soboba Band of Lulsefio Indians.

Desert Hot Springs GP Update and Zoning Amendment 4-79
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4T0I0 MG, Ine. Mail - Pwd: 300 32021 Houséng Element Projec
M | G Cameron Hile <cameronh@migcom.com>

Fwd: 2013-2021 Housing Element Project

1 message

Jose M, Rodriguez <joserg@migcom.com Mon, Apr 8, 2020 al 12:37 PM
To: Camercn Hile <cameronhi@migeom.com=

Jose M. Rodriguez
Project Manager
fafhim

PLANNING | DESIGN | COMMUNICATIONS | MAMAGEMENT | SCIENCE | TECHNOLOGY

537 5. Raymond Avanua
Pasadana, California 81105 | USA
¢ 562-508-8852

o 626-744-0872 axt 305
joserfmigeom.com

WAL MIGCOMm.com

0000

rmmmees FOPWERDB] MOSSSI0 -
From: Rebacca Deming <rdeming@oilyoldns ong>
Dato: Thu, Aug 22, 2019 at 4:32 PM

Subject: Fwd: 2013-2021 Housing Element Project
To: Josa M. Rodriguez <joserflmigcom.coms

Pabecon Daming  Cammgnty O ssiapmest Dees e

ot ¥ [P0 KW | ) om0 Fogs P00 O OATF
¥ Aty ol it Ml B
A P B il | e e e | A T

wear i .y

semmma= Iriginal Message ———-—-

From: Alexandra McCleary <Alexandra McCleary@sanmanuel-nsn.gov>
Date: Br22/19 4:19 PM (GMT-08:00)

To: Rebacca Daming <rdeming@cityofdhs.org>

Subject: 2013-2021 Housing Elemant Project

Dear Rebecea Deming,

Thank you for contacting the San Manuel Band of Mission Indians regarding the 2013-2021 Housing Elamant Project.
This project is localed outside of Serrano ancestral territory and, as a resull, SMBMI will nol be reguesting consullabon
undar 106 for this underlaking.

it madl goog le comiemadl ) Mk =5c ] 4 Dabasdk view=pik heall permibad=thread -F51A 163232 03202530 M simpl=map- MR 3A 1663235202018 12
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ATTI020 MIG, Inc. Mail - Fwd: 2003202 | Housing Element Project

Regards,

Alexandra MeCleary

Tribal Archaeologist

San Manuel Band of Mission Indians

Alexandra McCleary

TRIBAL ARCHAEDLOGIST

O (909) 864-8933 502023

h: (009) B33-D054

26588 Community Ceanter Driva Highland Ca 82346

SANMMANUEL | @san manve

CASIND
BUILD SOMETHING GREATER

THIS MESSAGE IS INTENDED ONLY FOR THE USE OF THE INDIVIDUAL OR ENTITY TO WHICH IT IS ADDRESSED
AND MAY CONTAIN INFORMATION THAT IS PRIVILEGED, CONFIDENTIAL AND EXEMPT FROM DISCLOSURE
UNDER APPLICABLE LAW. If the reader of this message is nol the intended recipsent or agent responsible for delivering
the message o the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination or copying of this communication is
striclly prohibited. If you have received this electronic ransmission in ermor, please delete it from your system without
copying it and notify the sender by reply e-mail so that the email address record can be cormected. Thank You

s manil g be: oo i DT ik =B | 4 MHabaads vicw =pscarcieal M permithad=thread -I5 3 A 16033 53T 30305381 Bl simpl—meg-I5 3A 1 SG5IFFTHGIRTHR 8
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AN MG, les. Mad] - Pk PW: Ceneral Plan Updaie Teleconference

M I 'G Cameron Hile <cameronh@@migcom.com>

Fwd: FW: General Plan Update Teleconference

1 message

Jose M. Rodriguez <josenf@migoom.com= Mon, Apr 6, 2020 at 12:39 PM
To: Cameron Hile <camarcnhi@migcom.coms

Jose M. Rodriguez
Project Managar
hethirm

PLAHNTNG-' DESIGN | DDMHUNIE&TIDNSI MANAGEMENT I SCIENCE | TECHMOLOGY

537 5. Raymond Avenuea
Fasadana, California 91106 | USA
c 562-508-86852

o G26-T44-0872 axt 305
joser@migcom.com

WAL IMIQCom.com

0000

- Forwarded message
From: Rebecca Deming <rdeming@actyaldns crg>
Date: Thu, Dec 5, 2019 at 11:22 AM

Subject: FW: General Plan Update Teleconference
To: Jese Rodriguez <josen@migoom. conms

Sant from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy smarphone

- Qriginal message
From: "Padilla, Lacy {TRBL)" <lpadilla@laguacalienie. net>
Date: 12519 11:10 AM (GMT-08:00)

To: Rebecca Deming <rdeming@cityofd hs.org>

Subject: RE: General Plan Update Teleconference

Hi Rebacca,

Altlached is the two documents with aedits.

Thank you,

Lacy Padilla

Archasokgisy

Mg Caliente Band of Cabuilla Indians

g il gooeng e e LTk =8 | 4 Habaak vicw=pik F=al e perimhad=thicad-FEIAVMFIFIIGTEIFF16] Sk aimpi=mag-TE IADFIFIFIHI85FFI61S 14
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LTI MIG, Imc_ Madl - Fad: FW: General Plan Update Teleconference
5401 Dinah Shore Drive Palm Springs, CA 92264

[r: THO-690-6055 | C: Tab-333-5222

From: Rebecca Deming [maillo:rdeming@cityofdhs.org]
Sent: Tuesday, December 03, 2019 3:23 PM

To: Padilla, Lacy (TRBL) <lpadila@aguacalients_nat=
Subject: RE: General Plan Update Teleconfersncs

Thank you.

Rebecca Deming | Community Development Director

¥ S~ Cifty of Deserf Hot Springs

\"‘T‘f"‘" 65950 Pierson Boulevard, Desert Hot Springs. CA 92240

wwsw.Cihyolrdhs.org

PARADE OF LAIGHTS &
HOLIDAY FESTIVAL

DPECEMEER 14, 2018 | STARTING AT 5:45 FM
SEE WEBSITE FOR DETAILS
WWW.CITTOFDHE.O RG/HOLIDAYT

From: Padilla, Lacy (TRBL) =ipadillaglaguacaliente. net>
Sent: Tuesday, December 3, 2019 3221 PM

To: Rebecca Deming =rdeming@cityofdhs.ong>
Subject: RE: General Plan Update Teleconference

Rebacca,

Thank you for sending the document. Altached & my ofiginal response lettar.
Thank you,

Lacy Padilla

Archaenlogis

Agpua Calbente Band of Cabuilla Indians

‘1"?‘\\[ Office: (760) 329-6411 ext. 240 Fax: (760) 288-0639

Public Circulation
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ST MG, Inc. Mail - Fad: FW: General Plan Updaie Teleoonference
5401 Dinah Shore Drive Palm Springs, CA 92264

[»: THO-690-6958 | C: T60-333-5222

From: Rebecca Deming [maillo:rdeming@eityalfdhs ong]
Sent: Tuesday, December 03, 2019 3:04 PM

Te: Padilla, Lacy {TRBL) <lpadila@aguacalianta. nat=
Subject: RE: General Plan Update Teleconferencs

As requested. Allached is the Open Space Element. Please let me know if you need anything else.

Rebecca Deming | Community Development Director

3'_*.«-_:\ Office: (740) 329-6411 ext. 240 Fax: (760) 288-0639
"m City of Desert Hot Springs
\___,/M 45950 Pierson Boulevard, Desert Hot Springs. CA 92240
waww_ cityafdhs.org

PARADE OF LAGHTS &
HOLIDAY FESTIVAL

DECEMEER 14, 2018 | STARTING AT 545 PM
$EE WEBSITE FOR DETAILS
WWW.CITY OFDHS O RGHOLIDAY

From: Padilla, Lacy (TRBL) <lpadillafiaguacalients. nel=
Sent: Tuesday, December 3, 2019 2:11 PM

To: Rebecca Deming <rdeming@cityofdhs.ong>
Subject: General Plan Update Teleconference

Hi Rebacca,
| called info the line but it says subscriber is nol yel available. Are you available or did you want to reschedule?

Thank you,

Lacy Padilla
Archaeolophst

Agpua Caliente Band of Cahutlla Indians

T il oo ol T ik =B T4 D abaad vicw spiEsaardmal e permithald=thread - MR 3 A 19315 F 1T IR 1G] S&ampl=map- TR FADSHFIFIFIGIRIIFIA1S 3
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Public Circulation

ANTI020 MG, Inc_ Mail - Fad: FW: General Plan Updaie Telsoonference
5401 Dinah Shore Drive Palm Springs, CA 92264

[ To0-G90-6956 | O 760-333-5222

2 attachmeants:
(i) 4.5 Cultural Resources Section 9_3 THPD EDITS.docx

53K
i) 4.18B Tribal Cultural Rescurces 9_4 THPO EDITS.docx
34K
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AT 020 MECE Ine. Mail - Fwil: FW; GFU Culbeml Resources THPD Ediss

M B G Cameron Hile <cameronh@migcom.com>

Fwd: FW: GPU Cultural Resources THPO Edits

1 mossago

Josa M. Rodriguez <joser@imigcom.com: Man, Agr 8, 2020 al 12:40 PM
To: Camercn Hile <camercnhi@migeom.com

----- Forwarded mMassag = --—--—

From: Rebacca Deming <rdoming@ctyoldhs org>
Date: Fri, Feb 14, 2020 at 3:59 PM

Subject: FW: GPU Cultural Resources THPO Edils
Te: Josa M. Redriguez <jcsor@migeom.coms

Please roviow Ihese compared 1o the previous commants.

Rebecca

Sant from my Varizon, Samsung Galaxy smarliphona

amnmme= OFiGINGl MASSAPGE ====e==x

From: "Padilla, Lacy (TRBL)" <lpadillagiaguacalienie. not>

Date: 214720 3:43 PM (GMT-08:00)

To: Reboecca Deming <rdeming@cityoidhs.org>

Subject: GPU Cullural Resources THPFO Edils

Good Alterncon Rebecca,

Altached is the revised documants with THPO edils. Please kel me know if you have any guestions.

Thank you,

Lacy Padilla

Auchasologis

Agua Calbente Band of Cahullla Indians

5401 Dinah Shore Drive Palm Springs, CA 92264

[3: To0-690-6956 | C: N60-333-5212

2 attachments

@_'l 4.5 Cultural Resources_Comments REVISED.docx
50K

@ 4.1B Tribal Cultural Resources_Comments REVISED.docx
35K
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