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1.0 – INTRODUCTION 
 
This Final Environmental Impact Report (FEIR) has been prepared to comply with Sections 15088 
and 15089 of the State California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines (Guidelines). The 
City has prepared the Final EIR pursuant to the CEQA Guidelines, including Sections 15086 
(Consultation Concerning Draft EIR) and 15088 (Evaluation of and Responses to Comments). As 
noted in Section 15089 (b) of the Guidelines, the focus of a FEIR should be on the responses to 
comments on the Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR). In conformance with these 
guidelines, the Final EIR consists of the following volumes: 
 
(1) The Draft EIR circulated for a 45-day public agency and public review and comment period 

commencing February 14, 2020 and ending on April 1, 2020. A Notice of Availability was sent 
to government agencies, neighboring cities, and non-governmental interested parties. The 
City’s Notification Mailing List for the DEIR is provided in Section 3.0 (Public Circulation) of 
this FEIR. 

(2) This Final EIR document includes a list of all commenters on the Draft EIR during the Draft 
EIR public review period, the responses of the City to all environmental points raised through 
the written communications, revisions to the Draft EIR (presented as errata pages) in 
response to comments, and the public circulation record. None of the revisions to the Draft 
EIR represents a substantial increase in the severity of an identified significant impact or the 
identification of a new significant impact, mitigation, or alternative considerably different from 
those already considered in the Draft EIR.  

 
Certification of this Final EIR by the Desert Hot Springs City Council must occur prior to approval 
of the General Plan Update and Zoning Amendment. 
 
Availability of EIR Materials 
All materials related to preparation of this EIR are available for public review on the City of Desert 
Hot Springs website (https://www.cityofdhs.org/general-plan-update) and at the following 
locations: 
 

City of Desert Hot Springs 
Community Development Department 

65950 Pierson Boulevard 
Desert Hot Springs, California 92240 

Desert Hot Springs Library 
11691 West Drive 

Desert Hot Springs, California 92240  

  

https://www.cityofdhs.org/general-plan-update
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Project Description 
The General Plan Update is intended to achieve the land use, transportation, housing, and other 
goals of the City that reflect the community’s growth over the long-term. Table 1-1 compares 2018 
and 2040 land uses for the City of Desert Hot Springs, the Sphere of Influence, and the overall 
Planning Area. The 2040 planning horizon for the Planning Area is estimated at approximately 
53,664 dwelling units, 136,402 residents, 20,349,704 square feet of non-residential uses, and 
20,531 jobs. This table shows existing conditions as of 2018 and the projected growth based on 
the proposed land use plan for a future horizon year of 2040. 
 

Table 1-1: 
General Plan Update: Comparison of 2018 and 2040 

Area 
Dwelling Units 

Pop. 
Non- 

Residential 
Building  
Sq. Ft. 

Employees 
Hotel/ 
Motel 

Rooms 
Students 

SF1 MF2 Total 

City 
2018 8,358 3,204 11,562 29,390 2,655,016 4,162 755 6,326 

2040 22,214 12,594 34,808 88,476 13,140,605 14,611 1,652 12,900 
Change +13,856 +9,390 +23,246 +59,086 +10,485,589 +10,449 +897 +6,574 

SOI 
2018 7,292 246 7,538 19,160 559,250 1,020 -- 763 
2040 18,025 831 18,856 47,926 7,209,099 5,920 -- 7,100 
Change +10,733 +585 +11,318 +28,766 +6,649,849 +4,900 -- +6,337 

Plan 
Area 

2018 15,650 3,450 19,100 48,550 3,214,266 5,182 755 7,089 
2040 40,239 13,425 53,664 136,402 20,349,704 20,531 1,652 20,000 
Change +24,589 +9,975 +34,564 +87,852 +17,135,438 +15,349 +897 +12,911 

1 Single Family 
2 Multi-Family 

 
General Plan Elements 
The General Plan Update addresses the seven State mandated general plan elements (land use, 
circulation, housing, safety, conservation, open space, and noise), and also includes two optional 
elements the Economic Development Element and the Health and Wellness Element. The 
updated General Plan establishes an overall development capacity and serves as a policy guide 
for determining the appropriate physical development, community services, and character of the 
entire Planning Area. The General Plan Update includes the following chapters: 
 

• Introduction 

• Land Use and Community Design Element 

• Housing Element 

• Economic Development Element  

• Mobility and Infrastructure Element 

• Open Space and Community Resources Element 

• Health and Wellness Element 

• Safety and Noise Element 
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Each of the elements contains goals and policies consistent with the implementation of the GPU. 
Many of these goals and policies are intended to maintain various potential environmental effects 
of the Project at levels that are less than significant. Therefore, these goals and policies, in 
particular, are considered when evaluating the potential environmental impacts of implementing 
the GPU. The policies that are applicable to various environmental impact issue areas are shown 
in the Introduction of Section 4. The entire list of goals and policies from the GPU are also provided 
in Appendix C of this DEIR.  
 
Land Use and Community Design Element 
The Land Use and Community Design Element provides the framework for establishing the 
patterns of development activity and land uses that support the visual character and built physical 
environment of a desert community. This Element serves as a guide for decision-makers, 
residents, stakeholders, business owners, and property owners as it identifies and describes the 
type, intensity, and general distribution of land for housing, businesses, industries, and public 
facilities. Land use designations identify the general categories of land-based activities permitted 
throughout the Planning Area. The land use overlays identify special study areas for which 
specific land use policies have been developed to better shape growth in these areas. The goals 
and policies contained in the chapter provide guidance to plan for orderly growth, promote 
economic development, and protect natural resources. The Land Use and Community Design 
Element includes a Land Use Plan that establishes 12 land use designations intended to provide 
a rational and orderly approach to land use development.  
 
Housing Element 
This Housing Element provides a coordinated and comprehensive strategy for promoting the 
production of safe, decent, and affordable housing for all community residents. The Housing 
Element specifically intends to: 1) provide direction for future planning programs to ensure that 
sufficient consideration is given to housing goals and policies; 2) establish community goals and 
policies relative to housing through the identification of existing, stated, and implicit goals, and the 
identification of housing needs and challenges; 3) and establish and identify programs to 
implement and attain the community's goals and policies, taking into consideration the feasibility 
of those programs, and act as a meaningful guide to decision-makers considering housing-related 
issues. 
 
Economic Development Element 
The Economic Development Element guides the City in expanding, maintaining, and enhancing 
the local economy that provide jobs, attract and retain businesses, support diverse and vibrant 
commercial areas, and provide sufficient revenue to local government. The Economic 
Development Element provides the central organizational unit to establish the goals and policies 
focused specifically on economic development related to strengthening established industries, 
business attraction and retention, and capturing local dollars. 
 
Mobility and Infrastructure Element 
The Mobility and Infrastructure Element focuses on mobility and transportation, addressing 
complete streets, pedestrian and bicycle networks, transit access, and the roadway network. It 
also addresses street infrastructure, roadway design, and management. The infrastructure 
component addresses utilities related to water and wastewater, drainage and flood control, energy 
utilities, and solid waste and recycling.  
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Open Space and Community Resources Element 
The Open Space and Community Resources Element addresses open space and habitat 
conservation, resource conservation, aesthetic resources, and cultural resources. The Element 
sets forth goals and policies that address preservation of open space and natural habitat, natural 
resource conservation, preservation of scenic resources, protecting water resources, managing 
energy resources, reducing greenhouse gas emissions, protecting historic preservation and 
cultural resources, and promoting sustainable building practices. 
 
Health and Wellness Element 
The Health and Wellness Element consists of three subjects: Health and Wellness; Parks, 
Recreation, Trails; and Life-Long Learning. Health and Wellness includes goals and policies 
addressing health and human services, homelessness, access to healthy foods, and 
environmental justice. Parks, Recreation, and Trails includes goals and policies addressing park 
facilities, recreational programming and classes, trails connectivity, and trailheads. Life-Long 
Learning includes goals and policies addressing schools, library services, and other life-long 
learning services.  
 
Safety and Noise Element 
The Safety and Noise Element addresses hazards and safety concerns that could adversely affect 
property and threaten lives in the City, including noise. The Safety and Noise Element is 
categorized into four topic areas: public safety, resilience and emergency preparedness, natural 
hazards, and noise. Public safety addresses fire and police protection service capabilities and 
needs. Resilience and emergency preparedness include policies to prevent or minimize potential 
loss of life or property damage and to respond effectively to safety hazards, accidents, and natural 
disasters. Natural hazards address seismic hazards, high winds and dust, wildland fires, and 
flooding. Noise identifies noise sources in the community, establishes acceptable levels of noise, 
projects future noise conditions, and identifies abatement strategies. 
 
Zoning Code Amendment 
The Zoning Code Amendment, which is being completed in concert with the GPU, includes an 
updated Zoning Map with revised and new Zoning Districts that are consistent with the Land Use 
Policy Plan map and corresponding land use designations proposed under the Draft Land Use 
Element. The revised and new Zoning Districts will include development standards and tables 
identifying permitted, conditional, and prohibited uses. This Zoning Code Amendment implements 
the General Plan Update. 
 
Intended Use of the EIR 
The planning framework proposed in the General Plan Update would not result in the immediate 
construction of any new development nor entitlement of any new project. All new development 
within the City will continue to be subject to the City’s permitting, approval, and public participation 
processes. Elected and appointed officials along with City Staff will review subsequent project 
applications for consistency with the General Plan, applicable Specific Plans, and the Zoning 
Ordinance, and will prepare appropriate environmental documentation to comply with CEQA and 
other applicable environmental requirements.  
 
Pursuant to Section 15168 of the State CEQA Guidelines, this EIR is a Program EIR. The goals, 
policies, land use designations, implementation programs, and other substantive components of 
the General Plan and implementing sections of the Zoning Ordinance comprise of the “program” 
evaluated in this Program EIR. Subsequent activities undertaken by the City and project 
proponents to implement the General Plan will be examined considering this Program EIR to 
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determine the appropriate level of environmental review required under CEQA. Subsequent 
implementation activities may include but are not limited to the following: 
 

• Rezoning of properties to achieve consistency with the General Plan. 

• Updating and approval of Specific Plans and other development plans and planning 
documents.  

• Approval of tentative maps, variances, conditional use permits, and other land use permits 
and entitlements.  

• Approval of development agreements.  

• Approval of facility and service master plans and financing plans.  

• Approval and funding of public improvement projects.  

• Approval of resource management plans.  

• Issuance of permits and other approvals necessary for implementation of the General 
Plan.  

• Issuance of permits and other approvals necessary for public and private development 
projects.  

• Future amendments to the City’s Housing Element and other General Plan Elements.  
 
Following certification of this EIR and adoption of the General Plan Update by the lead agency 
(City of Desert Hot Springs), other agencies may use this Program EIR in the approval of 
subsequent implementation activities. These agencies may include but are not limited to those 
listed below: 
 

• Riverside County Local Agency Formation Commission (LAFCO)  

• County of Riverside  

• Riverside County Flood Control and Water Conservation District  

• Riverside County Transportation Commission  

• California Department of Fish and Wildlife  

• California Department of Conservation  

• California Department of Housing and Community Development (HCD)  

• California Department of Transportation (Caltrans)  

• Santa Ana Regional Water Quality Control Board  

• South Coast Air Quality Management District 

• U.S. Fish and Wildlife Services 

• National Park Service (Joshua Tree National Park) 

• Bureau of Land Management (Sand to Snow National Monument) 
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General Plan Update Objectives 
The Desert Hot Springs GPU serves as the blueprint for the City’s future growth and development. 
As such, the General Plan must contain goals, policies, and programs that will provide City staff 
and discretionary bodies with a foundation for decisions for long-range planning related to 
physical development and public services. The General Plan Update establishes the following 
objectives for the long-term growth and enhancement of the community: 
 

1. Allow for clear and flexible developments to allow for a range of residential, commercial, 
and industrial opportunities. 

2. Create complete neighborhoods for new and established residential areas with 
connections to retail and commercial services, public amenities and services, 
transportation services, and parks and recreation facilities.  

3. Expand and diversify housing opportunities throughout the community. 
4. Foster growth of the economic base of the community and the provision of commercial 

services and amenities, as well as pursue more sustainable revenue sources for 
government services. 

5. Strengthen the community’s resilience and preparedness against natural and human-
induced hazards, climate change, and other potential disasters. 

6. Protect the natural habitat, open spaces, and desert washes within the community. 
7. Plan and provide a transportation system that meets the needs of the community, while 

providing mobility options, complete street approaches, and safer streets for pedestrians. 
8. Expand park facilities and recreational programming opportunities throughout the 

community. 
9. Promote the community’s role as a health and wellness destination. 
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2.0 – Response to Comments 
 
The Draft EIR was circulated for 48-day public review and comment period beginning February 
14, 2020 and ending on April 1, 2020. A Notice of Availability was sent to government agencies, 
neighboring cities, and non-governmental interested parties. The City’s Draft EIR Notification 
Mailing List is provided in Section 4.0 Public Circulation of this Final EIR. Six comment letters on 
the Draft EIR were received, by the end of the public review comment period on April 1, 2020. 
Another comment letter was received after the close of the public review period from the Riverside 
County Transportation Department on April 8, 2020: nonetheless a response has been provided 
to this comment letter.  
 
Also included is a letter received during the Draft EIR public review period from the Agua Caliente 
Band of Cahuilla Indians indicating that the SB 18 and AB 52 tribal consultation processes have 
been concluded to their satisfaction. Although this letter does not explicitly address issues 
pertaining to the Draft EIR it is included as part of the administrative record.  
 
The correspondences listed in Table 2-1 (DEIR Comments) were submitted to the City of Desert 
Hot Springs concerning the Draft EIR. Copies of each correspondence is provided and is followed 
by written responses to each comment included in the correspondence.  
 

Table 2-1  
Written Comments Received 

ID Agency/Entity Date 
A Coachella Valley Association of Governments April 1, 2020 
B Coachella Valley Water District April 1, 2020 
C Desert Water Agency April 1, 2020 
D Lucker Anderson April 1, 2020 
E Riverside County Flood Control District March 26, 2020 

F California Office of Planning and Research 
State Clearinghouse April 1, 2020 

G Riverside County Transportation Department April 8, 2020 
H Agua Caliente Band of Cahuilla Indians March 24, 2020 
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COMMENT LETTER A – COACHELLA VALLEY ASSOCIATION OF GOVERNMENTS 
(SULLIVAN)  

A-2 

 
A-3 

A-1 
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ID Response to Comment Letter A- Coachella Valley Association of Government 
A-1 This comment indicates that the Coachella Valley Multi-Species Habitat Conservation 

Plan (CVMSHCP) is administered by the Coachella Valley Conservation Commission 
(CVCC) and not the Coachella Valley Association of Governments (CVAG), although 
both entities are staffed by CVAG employees. A clarifying revision has been provided 
on page 4.4-30 and is included in Section 3 – Errata and Revisions – of this document. 
 

A-2 This comment clarifies that the Habitat Acquisition and Negotiation Strategy (HANS) 
is not applicable to Desert Hot Springs. Clarifying revisions removing references to 
HANS have been made to Section 4.4 (Biological Resources) of the EIR and specific 
text changes proposed are included in Section 3 – Errata and Revisions – of this 
document. 
 

A-3 This comment references the I-10 Annexation Areas and the MOU that the City has 
with Riverside County requiring implementation of County Policy A-16. Clarifying 
revisions have been included in Section 4.4 (Biological Resources) of the EIR and the 
specific text changes proposed are included in Section 3 – Errata and Revisions – of 
this document.  
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COMMENT LETTER B – COACHELLA VALLEY WATER DISTRICT (KRAUSE)

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
B-1 
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B-3 
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ID Response to Comment Letter B- Coachella Valley Water District 
B-1 This comment summarizes the Coachella Valley Water District (CVWD) roles and 

responsibilities with respect to water supply and groundwater management and 
highlights the District’s major groundwater replenishment facilities and programs.   
 
The fourth paragraph of the comment also indicates that an Alternative to a 
Groundwater Sustainability Plan for the Mission Creek and Desert Hot Springs sub-
basins was approved by the California Department of Water Resources (DWR) in July 
2019. CVWD further explain that the Alternative Plan is currently in the process of being 
updated, as required by DWR, and the population projection and water demands for 
the sub-basins will be based on the 2016 Southern California Association of 
Governments (SCAG) Demographics and Growth Forecast.  
 
The fifth and final paragraph of this comment describes the policy requirements and 
procedures of the State of California Sustainable Groundwater Management Act 
(SGMA) and further indicates these requirements and a link to the Alternative Plan 
were sent to the City of Desert Hot Springs Community Development on January 30, 
2020.  
 
Although this comment provides useful background that relates to the other comments 
(B-2 and B-3) by CVWD, it does not actually provide a comment on the Draft EIR and 
therefore no further response is necessary. 
 

B-2 CVWD notes that their comments are in collaboration with the Desert Water Agency 
(DWA) and references Section 4.10-4.B of the Draft EIR (see page 4.10-13) which 
addresses the potential impacts of the General Plan Update on groundwater recharge. 
The comment also indicates that the 2015 Urban Water Management Plans (UWMP) 
for the CVWD and the DWA, which were both adopted in June 2016, are in the process 
of being updated, with the analysis for these documents based on the 2016 Southern 
California Association of Governments (SCAG) 2016 Demographic and Growth 
Forecast which has a year 2040 time horizon. California State law requires that public 
agency water suppliers update their UWMP every five years with the upcoming round 
of updates due in June of 2021.  
 
The CVWD reference that the Draft EIR says that existing urban water management 
plans for the Mission Springs Water District (MSWD) and CVWD do not take into 
account the proposed development associated with implementation of the GPU. This 
is a correct statement because the 2015 UWMP’s were prepared prior to the General 
Plan Update. The 2015 UWMP for the MSWD, which serves 98% of the population 
within the City of Desert Hot Springs and its Sphere of Influence (SOI), estimated a 
year 2015 population of 37,614 (including the City SOI) and a projected year 2040 
population of 70,114. In contrast, the Draft EIR projected a year 2040 population of 
136,402, although this estimate includes the small area that is served by the CVWD. 
The CVWD 2015 UWMP does not include population projections or estimates specific 
to the area that it serves within the City and its SOI.  
 
This comment also addresses Mitigation Measure UTL-1 which was included in the 
Draft EIR to mitigate potential water supply issues. Water supply issues are addressed 
in Section 4.19 (Utilities and Service Systems) as well as Section 4-10 (Hydrology and 
Water Quality) of the Draft EIR 
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ID Response to Comment Letter B- Coachella Valley Water District 
The full text of Mitigation Measure UTL-1 is provided below. 
 
Mitigation Measure ULT-1: Developments, under the GPU, will not be approved if 
they increase water use in excess of what is identified for supply in 2040 under the 
most recent UWMP.  
 
The CVWD comment asserts that, because the Draft EIR acknowledges that the 
growth contemplated in the GPU is not accounted for in the 2015 UWMP’s (referred to 
by the commenter as a “shortfall”), Mitigation Measure ULT-1 “seems contradictory by 
proposing growth that exceeds the water supply identified by the MSWD and CVWD in 
their 2015 UWMPs.” 
 
Mitigation Measure (MM) UTL-1 is not contradictory with respect to water supply. 
Instead it acknowledges the water supply planned for in the UWMP’s and provides a 
hard limit for avoiding future water supply shortages by restricting growth to that which 
can be accommodated by the water supply estimated in the UWMP’s. MM UTL-1 uses 
the City’s Police Powers to ensure that future growth is firmly linked to existing and 
planned water supply. Although the projected “worst case” 2040 population projection 
used to evaluate potential environmental impacts exceeds the population projected in 
the UWMP, such impacts are less than significant because MM UTL ensures that 
growth cannot occur unless a reliable supply of water can be provided to support such 
growth. 
 

 B3 This comment indicates that: 1) the General Plan Update (GPU) must align itself with 
the current and proposed water supply planning documents (presumably UWMPs); 2) 
Current imported water supply (which is used to artificially replenish groundwater 
basins) will not meet the GPU’s projected future water demand due to climate change 
and environmental constraints in the San Francisco Bay Delta; 3) It is the CVWD’s 
opinion that the GPU’s impact on sustainable groundwater supply is significant and 
that mitigation (MM ULT-1) is not adequate, and 4) Encourages closer consultation 
with CVWD and DWA to ensure consistency with the water supply planning documents 
for the Mission Creek sub-basin. 
 
The City does not agree with the assertion that that the GPU is not aligned with current 
and future water supply planning documents and would note that MM ULT-1 provides 
for strict alignment with UWMP’s, since developments that exceeds what is identified 
for supply in 2040 under the most recent UWMP will not be approved.  
 
The current Department of Finance population estimate as of January 1, 2020 is 29,251 
persons, while the 2015 MSWD, which serves approximately 98% of the population of 
the City and SOI, projected a year 2020 population of 34,287(The CVWD did not 
include specific information for the 2% of the population they serve). Since there 
currently is a short-term water supply surplus that could serve an additional 5,036 
persons it is not likely that the estimated water demand for 2020 included in the current 
UWMP will be exceeded before the UWMP update is completed by June of 2021. 
 
In addition, the 2016 SCAG Demographics and Growth Forecast that, according to the 
commenter, will provide the basis for the 2020 updates to the UWMP, has an initial 
start year of 2012 and includes a 2020 population estimate of 39.200, exceeding the 
2019 DOF estimate of 29,251 by nearly 9,949 persons. SCAG is also in the process of 
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ID Response to Comment Letter B- Coachella Valley Water District 
preparing the 2020 update to the SCAG Demographics and Growth Forecast which is 
scheduled for review on May 7, 2020. The new SCAG forecast will likely be completed 
prior to or closely following the adoption of the updates to the UWMP’s for the MSWD, 
CVWD, and DWA, which will create a further challenge in coordination of forecasts with 
the UWMP’s and other documents related to water supply. 
 
Another illustration with respect to the predictive efficacy of population/demographics 
forecasting is provided by examining the forecast included in the current General Plan, 
which was adopted in the year 2000, with the historic population growth that has 
occurred in the City of Desert Hot Springs. The 2000 Desert Hot Springs General Plan 
estimates “the General Plan could add about 178,058 additional people to the City’s 
population. When combined with the City’s existing population of 15,398 residents, the 
City’s maximum peak seasonal population could reach approximately 193,456.” (Page 
III-15, 2000 Desert Hot Springs General Plan). The total population envisioned in the 
2000 General Plan is approximately 46% higher than the 136,402 persons projected 
for 2040 in the propose GPU. In fact, the population of the City during the roughly 20 
years since the existing General Plan was adopted has only increased by 13,843 
persons from 15,398 to 29,251: an annual average increase of 692 persons or 
approximately 4.5%. 
 
The two tables below show the population and housing growth that has occurred within 
the City since 1990 and also provides two growth projection scenarios. The Aggressive 
Growth Scenario shown in Table 1 is consistent with the projection included in the Draft 
EIR and is based on a 20-year time horizon. The Conservative Growth Scenario shown 
in Table 2 results in a growth rate roughly comparable to the rate of historic growth that 
has occurred since 1990 and is based on a 40-year time horizon. Both scenarios 
include somewhat accelerated growth rates in the first ten years in order to provide for 
compliance with State housing requirements. Both scenarios are also based on growth 
within City boundaries because historic information was not available for Sphere of 
Influence areas. 
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ID Response to Comment Letter B- Coachella Valley Water District 
 

Table 1: 
Desert Hot Springs City Housing Growth –  

Aggressive Growth Scenario (20-year timeframe) 

Source/Growth Year 
City (A) Percent 

Growth 
Notes and 

Observations Population Housing 
Units 

Department of 
Finance Historic 
Housing Growth (B) 

1990 11,668 5,494 --   

1995 15,093 6,616 20.4%   

2000 16,582 7,034 6.3% 2000 Recession 

2005 20,294 8,501 20.9%   

2010 25,938 10,095 18.8% City Annexation  
(I-10 Area) 

2015 28,315 11,485 13.8% Growth Slowed  
as a Result of Great 
 Recession 2019 29,390 11,562 0.7% 

General Plan Build 
Out (Projections) – 
Aggressive Growth 
Scenario (C) 

2024 43,879 17,262 49.3% Growth to  
Meet State Housing 
Requirements 2030 58,368 22,962 33.0% 

2035 72,857 28,662 24.8%  

2040 88,476 34,808 21.4% SCAG 2016  
SCS/RTP2040: 21,900 Units;  

Note: (A) City of Desert Hot Springs (excludes Sphere of Influence) 
Sources: (B) Department of Finance Demographic Research Unit, Population and Housing Estimates for Cities, 1990 
to 2019.  
(C) MIG General Plan Projections 
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ID Response to Comment Letter B- Coachella Valley Water District 
Table 2: 

Desert Hot Springs City Housing Growth –  
Conservative Growth Scenario (40-year timeframe) 

Source/Growth Year 
City (A) Percent 

Growth 
Notes and 

Observations Population Housing 
Units 

Department of Finance 
Historic Housing 
Growth (B) 

1990 11,668 5,494 --   

1995 15,093 6,616 20.4%   

2000 16,582 7,034 6.3% 2000 Recession 

2005 20,294 8,501 20.9%   

2010 25,938 10,095 18.8% City Annexation  
(I-10 Area) 

2015 28,315 11,485 13.8% Growth Slowed as a 
Result of Great 
Recession 2019 29,390 11,562 0.7% 

General Plan Build Out 
(Projections) - 
Conservative (C) 

2024 38,439 15,122 30.8% Growth to  
Meet State Housing 
Requirements 2030 47,489 18,682 23.5% 

2035 54,319 21,369 14.4%  

2040 61,149 24,056 12.6% SCAG 2016 RTP/SCS  
2040: 21,900 Units 

2045 67,979 26,743 11.2% 
Projection: Average of 
10% Growth Every Five 
Years 

2050 74,810 29,430 10.0% 

2055 81,640 32,117 9.1% 

2060 88,476 34,808 8.4%  

Notes: (A) City of Desert Hot Springs (excludes Sphere of Influence) 
Sources: (B) Department of Finance Demographic Research Unit, Population and Housing Estimates for Cities, 1990 
to 2019. 
(C) MIG General Plan Projections 
 
As illustrated by the review of the difference between the actual and projected 
population growth under the 2000 Desert Hot Springs General Plan growth projections 
and forecasts have limited predictive accuracy, especially in the long term. The 
“aggressive” growth projections were used in the Draft EIR so that worst-case 
conditions could be evaluated in order to avoid criticism that potential environmental 
impacts that could occur are not fully and thoroughly analyzed. While the actual growth 
that will occur in the future cannot be known with certainty, implementation of MM UTL-
1 ensures that growth and water supply will remain in balance. 
 
Since MM UTL-1 provides the vehicle to ensure that water supply and demand from 
future growth are kept in balance, the City does not agree with the CVWD opinion that 
MM UTL-1 is not adequate to address the potentially significant impacts on sustainable 
groundwater supply. The simple fact is that MM UTL-1 as written will directly and 
closely link growth levels to water supply: if adequate water supply is not available, 
new development cannot occur. However, in order to further ensure a reliable water 
supply, the language in MM UTL-1 has been revised and enhanced to, in collaboration 
with water suppliers, better monitor and plan to address the potential for shortages in 
the future. 
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ID Response to Comment Letter B- Coachella Valley Water District 
Provided below is revised language for Mitigation Measure UTL-1 
 
Mitigation Measure UTL-1: Developments under the General Plan Update (GPU), will 
not be approved if they increase water use in excess of what is identified for supply in 
2040 under the most recent applicable Urban Water Management Plan (UWMP), 
including the long term horizon year and interim (5-year) short-term supply estimates  
in the UWMP.  
 
In order to ensure that water demand from new development is balanced with water 
supply, a written report will be submitted annually by the City to the Mission Springs 
Water District and the Coachella Valley Water District identifying building permits 
issued and discretionary land use approvals that were approved during the past 
calendar year. The Mission Springs Water District and the Coachella Valley Water 
District may provide the estimated increase in water use generated by such 
permits/approvals. by such permits/approvals, and shall also identify concerns and 
issues regarding providing an adequate supply of water for such permits/approvals.  
 
In their comment letter CVWD encouraged closer consultation by the City with CVWD 
and DWA. In response, several revisions and policy additions have been made to the 
General Plan Update to more fully address water supply, water agency coordination, 
consultation and collaboration, and greater water agency involvement in the review of 
development projects. These new and revised policies are included in Section 3 of this 
document – Errata and Revisions. 
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COMMENT LETTER C – DESERT WATER AGENCY (KRAUSE) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
C-1 
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Cont. 
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ID Response to Comment Letter C- Desert Water Agency 
C-1 This comment summarizes the Desert Water Agency (DWA) roles and responsibilities 

with respect to water supply and groundwater management and highlights the 
District’s major groundwater replenishment facilities and programs.   
 
This comment also indicates an Alternative to a Groundwater Sustainability Plan for 
the Mission Creek and Desert Hot Springs sub-basins was approved by the California 
Department of Water Resources (DWR). DWA goes on to further explain that the 
Alternative Plan is currently in the process of being updated, as required by DWR, 
and the population projection and water demands for the sub-basins will be based on 
the 2016 Southern California Association of Governments (SCAG) Demographics and 
Growth Forecast.  
 
This comment also describes the policy requirements and procedures of the State of 
California Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA).  
 
Although this comment provides useful background it does not actually provide 
comment on the Draft EIR and therefore no further response is necessary. 
 

C-2 This comment is similar to comments made in the letter received from the Coachella 
Valley Water District included in Comment Letter B. Please see responses to 
Comment B-2 and B-3.  
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COMMENT LETTER D – LUCKER ANDERSON (LUCKER) 
  

 
 
 
D-2 

 
 
 
 
 
D-1 
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ID Response to Comment Letter D- Lucker Anderson 
D-1 This introductory comment identifies the clients being represented by Lucker 

Anderson and discusses provisions in the proposed General Plan Update (GPU) that 
would place Renewable Energy Land in the Industrial designation, which would limit 
certain types of renewable and non-renewable energy uses. This comment expresses 
concerns over provisions in the GPU but does not raise any issues related to the EIR. 
Therefore, no additional response is necessary. 
 
The planning and land use issues raised in this comment, which do not pertain to the 
Draft EIR, will be addressed through deliberations on the GPU during the public 
hearing process. 
 

D-2 This comment expresses concerns over provisions in the GPU but does not raise any 
issues related to the EIR. Therefore, no additional response is necessary. 
 
The planning and land use issues raised in this comment, which do not pertain to the 
Draft EIR, will be addressed through deliberations on the GPU during the public 
hearing process. 
 

D-3 Except for the first sentence of this comment it also addresses issues related to the 
GPU and not the Draft EIR. 
 
The first sentence of this comment asserts that the Draft EIR is defective because it 
does not consider the impacts of land use policy that will purportedly, over time, 
eliminate renewable energy facilities which would, in turn, impact climate change, 
wildlife, and human health. However, this comment is not substantiated by information 
that explains the linkage of the referenced policy to specific impacts. The potential 
impacts of Climate Change are addressed in Section 4.8 (Greenhouse Gas 
Emissions) of the Draft EIR, and no substantiation or evidence has been provided by 
the commenter that the potential loss of Renewable Energy Land (REL) would result 
in impacts from shortages of renewable energy. Potential impacts on wildlife of the 
GPU are addressed in Section 4.4 (Biological Resources). Impacts related to human 
health and safety are addressed through the Draft EIR including Sections 4.3 (Air 
Quality), 4.7 (Geology and Soils), 4.9 (Hazards and Hazardous Materials), 4.10 
(Hydrology and Water Quality, 4.13 (Noise), and 4.20 (Wildfire). 
 
Also, as discussed on page 4.6-14 of the Draft EIR, the Planning Area is within the 
San Gorgonio Wind Resource Area but is not identified as a “Development Focus 
Area” or “Variance Process Lands” in the Desert Renewable Energy Conservation 
Plan. That is because there are other, more suitable areas for REL in the region. 
 

D-4 This comment expresses concerns over provisions in the GPU but does not raise any 
issues related to the Draft EIR. Therefore, no additional response is necessary. 
 
The planning and land use issues raised in this comment, which do not pertain to the 
Draft EIR, will be addressed through deliberations on the GPU during the public 
hearing process. 
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COMMENT LETTER E – RIVERSIDE COUNTY FLOOD CONTROL DISTRICT (YANG) 
  

 
E-1 
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ID Response to Comment Letter E- Riverside County Flood Control District 
E-1 Information was included on page 4.10-6 of the Hydrology and Water Quality Section 

of the Draft EIR (Section 4.10) that was incorrectly taken from a draft update of the 
West Desert Hot Springs Master Drainage Plan (MDP) that was never approved. 
Clarifying text changes are proposed and are included in Section 3 – Errata and 
Revisions – of this document. 
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ID Response to Comment Letter F- California Office of Planning and Research 
State Clearinghouse 

F-1 This comment letter from the State Clearinghouse indicates that no comment letters 
on the Draft EIR were received from any State agencies. This letter does not include 
any comments on the Draft EIR, and no further response is necessary. 
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ID Response to Comment Letter G- Riverside County Transportation Department 
G-1 This comment letter notes that there are some inconsistencies between County and 

City Circulation Elements with respect to roadway widths and/or number of lanes, 
and further requests the City to coordinate changes to its Circulation Element with 
the County Transportation and Planning Department. 
 
This letter does not make any comments with respect to the adequacy of the Draft 
EIR and, therefore, no additional response related to the Draft EIR is necessary. 
However, the sizes needed to accommodate future traffic but will be monitored over 
time and adjusted as needed. 
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ID Response to Comment Letter H- Agua Caliente Band of Cahuilla Indians 
H-1 This comment letter was received during the Draft EIR public review period indicating 

that the SB 18 and AB 52 tribal consultation processes have been concluded to their 
satisfaction. Although this letter does not explicitly address issues pertaining to the 
Draft EIR it is included as part of the administrative record.  No further response is 
necessary. 
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3.0 – ERRATA 
 
This section identifies revisions to the Desert Hot Springs General Plan Update and Zoning 
Amendment Draft EIR to incorporate clarifications prepared in response to comments on the 
General Plan Update Draft EIR or minor errors corrected through subsequent review. Additions 
are shown in underline. Deletions are shown in strikethrough. 
 
None of the revisions below represents a substantial increase in the severity of an identified 
significant impact or the identification of a new significant impact, mitigation, or alternative 
considerably different from those already considered in the Draft EIR. 
 
Draft EIR Volume I – Section 4.4 (Biological Services) 
The corrections and revisions made to this section of the EIR are made in response to the 
Comment letter received from the Coachella Valley Association of Governments (CVAG) 
regarding the Coachella Valley Multi-Species Habitat Conservation Plan (CVMSHCP)  
 
The following revisions are made to page 4.4-30, third paragraph: 
 
Coachella Valley Multiple Species Habitat Conservation Plan (CVMSHCP): The CVMSHCP 
received a California state permit in September 2008 and a federal permit in October 2008. A 
Major Amendment to the Plan was completed on August 24, 2016 to include the City of Desert 
Hot Springs and Mission Springs Water District. The Plan identifies the most valuable resource 
protection areas in and around the Planning Area and establishes a permanent habitat reserve 
and perpetual land management program while accommodating adjacent urban development and 
recreational uses. Without the CVMSHCP, individual ‘take permits’ from the USFWS would be 
required for individual developments that may impact sensitive species or sensitive habitat. 
Implementation of the CVMSHCP’s objectives and provisions satisfies the legal requirements for 
the issuance of ‘take permits’ removing the need for individual permits in most cases.  
 
The following revisions are made to page 4.4-30, fourth paragraph, fifth sentence: 
 
Individual projects within a conservation area receive a determination of consistency with the 
CVMSHCP through Joint Project Review (JPR) with the Coachella Valley Association of 
GovernmentsConservation Commission (CVAGCVCC). 
 
The following revisions are made to page 4.4-31, adding the following after the fourth paragraph: 
 
Riverside County Policy A-61 
The City of Desert Hot Springs has a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with Riverside 
County to implement County Policy A-61 in Conservation Areas within the I-10 Annexation Area. 
This policy establishes the Riverside County allocation of take policy for the CVMSHCP. 
 
The following revisions are made to page 4.4-31, fifth paragraph: 
 
The Riverside County General Plan: The plan is applicable to the Sphere of Influence portions 
of the Planning Area with Policy 61 applying to the I-10 Annexation Area, includes policies in its 
Multipurpose Open Space Element designed to preserve natural resources for both ecological 
and recreational purposes. These policies are designed to implement the provisions of 
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CVMSHCPs throughout the county, including the CVMSHCP. Those policies relating to biological 
resources are as listed follows: 
 
The following revisions are made to page 4.4-33, fourth paragraph: 
 
Multiple Species Habitat Conservation Plans 
OS-17.1 Enforce the provisions of applicable MSHCP's and implement related Riverside County 
policies when conducting review of possible legislative actions such as general plan amendments, 
zoning ordinance amendments, etc. including policies regarding the handling of private and public 
stand alone applications for general plan amendments, lot line adjustments and zoning ordinance 
amendments that are not accompanied by, or associated with, an application to subdivide or other 
land use development application. Every stand-alone application shall require an initial Habitat 
Evaluation and Acquisition Negotiation Process (HANS) assessment and such assessment shall 
be made by the Planning Department’s Environmental Programs Division. Habitat assessment 
and species-specific focused surveys shall not be required as part of this initial HANS assessment 
for stand-alone applications but will be required when a development proposal or land use 
application to subsequently subdivide, grade or build on the property is submitted to the County. 
 
The following revisions are made to Mitigation Measure BIO-4 on page 4.4-38, first full paragraph: 
 
BIO-4: Habitat Revegetation, Restoration, and/or Conservation: If riparian habitat or other 
sensitive natural communities are impacted by project-related activities, a habitat restoration and 
revegetation plan will be developed. Habitat restoration and revegetation plans will include, at a 
minimum: a) the location of restoration sites and assessment of appropriate reference sites; b) 
the plant species to be used, sources of local propagules, container sizes, and seeding rates; (c) 
a schematic depicting the mitigation area; (d) a local seed and cuttings and planting schedule; (e) 
a description of the irrigation methodology; (f) measures to control exotic vegetation on site; (g) 
specific success criteria; (h) a detailed monitoring program; (i) contingency measures should the 
success criteria not be met; and j) identification of the party responsible for meeting the success 
criteria and providing for conservation of the mitigation site in perpetuity. Monitoring of restoration 
areas should extend across a sufficient time frame to ensure that the new habitat is established, 
self-sustaining, and capable of surviving drought. 
 
For Projects with CVMSHCP Conservation Areas, habitat revegetation, restoration, and 
conservation will be vetted via coordination with the appropriate resource agencies and the 
Coachella Valley Conservation Commission (CVCC) through the Habitat Evaluation and 
Acquisition Negotiation Strategy (HANS) and Joint Project Review (JPR) processes to ensure the 
Project aligns with the goals and policies of the CVMSHCP(section 6.6.1.1 and 6.6.1.2). 
 
Draft EIR Volume I – Section 4.10 (Hydrology and Water Quality) 
 
The following revisions are made to page 4.10-6, starting with the first paragraph: 
 
Text. The District and City initiated preparation of the West Desert Hot Springs Master Drainage 
Plan (WDHS MDP) to effectively manage flood hazards by providing storm water 
management/drainage conveyance. The WDHS MDP includes: (1) regional flood-control 
improvements for Morongo Wash and Mission Creek; (2) local drainage facilities throughout the 
planning area; and (3) revised regional flood hazard mapping and floodplain management 
measures. 
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 The WDHS MDP includes:  
 

(1) regional flood-control improvements including: 
a. 10.6 miles of concrete slope lined earthen levee systems for Morongo Wash and 

Mission Creek;  
b. Removal of 2,829 acres of existing mapped flood hazards 
c. New all-weather bridges 
d. Floodplain management for Garnet Wash 
e. Three groundwater recharge basins 
f. Four urban water quality treatment basins 

(2) local drainage facilities including: 
a. 37 different drainage systems,  
b. approximately 50 miles of local drainage facilities 
c. nine detention basins totaling 126 acres. 

 
Draft EIR Volume I – Section 4.5 (Cultural Resources) 
 
The follow clarifying revision were requested by the Agua Caliente Band of Cahuilla Indians during 
the SB 18 and AB 52 tribal consultation.  
 
The following revision is made to Page 4.5-1, second paragraph, last sentence. 
 
All of these natural resources were utilized and managed by the Cahuilla. 
 
The following revision is made to Page 4.5-1, third paragraph, first sentence. 
 
The Coachella Valley, including the Planning Area, has been the home to the Cahuilla Indians for 
several hundred years since time immemorial. 
 
The following revision is made to Page 4.5-1, by adding the following sentence in the fourth 
paragraph, after the seventh sentence. 
 
In 1876, President Grant set aside reservations for Tribes across the land, including the Agua 
Caliente Reservation. 
 
Draft EIR Volume I – Section 4.18 (Tribal Cultural Resources) 
 
The follow clarifying revision were requested by the Agua Caliente Band of Cahuilla Indians during 
the SB 18 and AB 52 tribal consultation.  
 
The following revisions are made to Page 4.18-4, first paragraph, first sentence. 
 
At least two tribal cultural resources have been identified within the Planning Area by the Agua 
Caliente Band of Cahuilla Indians. Pursuant to Section 15130 (b)(1) there are no proposed 
projects within the Planning Area that would have a cumulative impact on these two identified 
tribal cultural resources.  
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Draft EIR Volume I – Section 4.19 (Utilities and Service Systems) 
 
The following revisions are made to Mitigation Measure UTL-1 on page 4.19-15:   
 
Mitigation Measure UTL-1: Developments under the General Plan Update (GPU), will not be 
approved if they increase water use in excess of what is identified for supply in 2040 under the 
most recent applicable Urban Water Management Plan (UWMP), including the long term horizon 
year and interim (5-year) short-term supply estimates  in the UWMP.  
 
In order to ensure that water demand from new development is balanced with water supply, a 
written report will be submitted annually by the City to the Mission Springs Water District and the 
Coachella Valley Water District identifying building permits issued and discretionary land use 
approvals that were approved during the past calendar year. The Mission Springs Water District 
and the Coachella Valley Water District may provide the estimated increase in water use 
generated by such permits/approvals and shall also identify concerns and issues regarding 
providing an adequate supply of water for such permits/approvals.  
 
The following revisions are made to page 4.19-12, starting with the second paragraph: 
 
Desert Hot Springs General Plan: The Mobility and Infrastructure, Land Use and Community 
Design, Open Space and Natural Resource, and Safety and Noise Elements of the General Plan 
Update addresses utilities. Several policies are identified in these Elements that address issues 
related to utilities and service systems and to maintain and enhance the visual character of the 
Planning Area as well as reduce potential impacts related to implementation of the GPU: 
 

• Policy LU-1.1: Balanced Growth 
• Policy LU-2.9: Residential Master Plan Communities.  
• Policy LU-3.11: Efficiency in Providing City Services and Infrastructure.  
• Policy LU-9.1: Public Services. 
• Policy LU-13.11: Natural Landforms.  
• Policy MI-5.5: Green Streets. 
• Policy MI-11.1: Infrastructure Service. 
• Policy MI-11.5: Development Impacts. 
• Policy MI-11.10: Water Quality 
• Policy MI-11.11: Reduce Energy.  
• Policy MI-11.13: Infrastructure Planning. 
• Policy MI-11.14: Wastewater Services Consultation. 
• Policy MI-11.15: Wastewater. 
• Policy MI-11.16: Septic Tank Removal. 
• Policy MI-11.17: Water Treatment and Delivery Infrastructure. 
• Policy MI-11.18: Long-Range Water Supply Coordination. 
• Policy OS-3.1: Water Conservation. 
• Policy OS-3.2: Water Conservation Incentives. 
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• Policy OS-3.5: Water District Consultation. 
• Policy OS-3.6: Landscaping. 
• Policy OS-3.7: Gray Water. 
• Policy OS-3.8: Recycled Water. 
• Policy OS-3.9: Groundwater Contamination. 
• Policy OS-3.10: Site Drainage. 
• Policy OS-3.11: Reliable Water Supply 
• Policy OS-3.12: Future Water Supply Constraints. 
• Policy OS-3.13: Water Supply/Projected Growth Balance. 
• Policy OS-5.1: Recycling Services. 
• Policy OS-5.2: Waste Reduction. 
• Policy OS-7.3: Drought-Tolerant Landscaping. 
• Policy SN-6.6: Utilities and Vital Service Providers. 
• Policy SN-7.1: Flood Control Improvements. 
• Policy SN-7.3: Coordination. 
• Policy SN-7.4: Master Drainage Plan  
• Policy SN-7.7: Hydrological Studies  

 
The following additions and revisions are made to Table 4.0-1 General Plan Policies to Avoid or 
Reduce Environmental Impacts - starting on page 4.0-3: 
 
Mobility and Infrastructure Element 
 
Policy MI-11.10: Water Supply Quality. Protect the quality and supply of the City’s water 
sources. 
 
Policy MI-11.17: Water Treatment and Delivery Infrastructure. Use a coordinated review 
process with local water supply agencies to assess the rate of growth in the City and the near- 
and mid-term impacts of growth on water treatment and delivery infrastructure. Link the City’s 
ability to approve projects and issue building permits to the agencies’ capacity to deliver services 
based on its capital improvement programs and fee structures. 
 
Policy MI-11.18: Long-Range Water Supply Coordination. Coordinate with water agencies 
during the preparation of long-range water supply plans, including Urban Water Management 
Plans and updates to the Sustainable Groundwater Management Act (SGMA) groundwater 
sustainability plans. 
 
Open Space, Natural, and Cultural Resources Element 
 
Policy OS-3.2: Water Conservation Incentives. Encourage residents and businesses to 
practice water conservation through incentive programs and where necessary, develop/support 
programs that penalize wasteful practices. 
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Policy OS-3.11: Reliable Water Supply. Consult with local water agencies to plan for adequate 
supplies of domestic water facilities commensurate with historical growth, anticipated growth, and 
planned long-term growth.  
 
Policy OS-3.12: Future Water Supply Constraints. Recognize any immediate water supply 
constraints and consider long-term availability of water in the approval of development projects.  
 
Policy OS-3.13: Water Supply/Projected Growth Balance. Use a coordinated review process 
with local water resource management agencies to assess the rate of growth in the City and the 
near- and mid-term demands on projected available water resources and consistency with water  
management plans and SGMA groundwater sustainability plans. Link the City’s ability to approve 
projects and issue building permits to the water resource management agencies’ ability to 
manage resources consistent with approved water management plans, SGMA groundwater 
sustainability plans, and Urban Water Management Plans.  
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4.0 – PUBLIC CIRCULATION 

 
Availability and Distribution 
The Notice of Preparation (NOP) was submitted on August 5, 2019 to the State Clearinghouse 
for distribution to State agencies on the standard notification list maintained by the City of Desert 
Hot Springs Community Development Department. The Notice of Availability (NOA) was 
distributed to all agencies on the standard notification list via certified mail (see below) and was 
posted to the County of Riverside Registrar-Recorder/County Clerk and published with the Desert 
Star Weekly beginning on February 14, 2020 and ending on April 1, 2020. The NOA was sent to 
government agencies, neighboring cities, and non-governmental interested parties. The NOA and 
Notice of Completion (NOC) were both mailed to the State Clearinghouse for distribution to State 
agencies. Notification was also submitted to local Native American Tribal Governments in 
accordance with CEQA statutes, guidelines, and Assembly Bill (AB) 52.  
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Notice of Preparation Distribution/Consultation 
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Notice of Preparation Mailing List 
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Notice of Completion 
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