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INTRODUCTION  

The City of Richmond proposes a mixed-use development project of approximately 80 acres on 
Point Molate, Contra Costa County, that includes a variety of residential and commercial uses, as 
well as supporting road and utility infrastructure (Figure 1, Project Vicinity and Location). The 
project site is located on the former Pointe Molate Navy Fuel Depot and Winehaven Historic 
District. The Winehaven Historic District (CA-CCO-422H) was listed in the National Register of 
Historic Places (NRHP) in 1978 with a subsequent update study prepared in 1996, and includes 
58 contributing buildings and structures that date to the district’s period of significance, 1907-
1919, corresponding with the years of the California Wine Association’s winery operation. Neither 
the 1978 nomination nor the 1996 update documented or analyzed the system of railroad tracks 
that are located within the Winehaven Historic District boundaries (Figure 2, Site Map). For the 
current study, JRP Historical Consulting, LLC (JRP), under subcontract to Analytical 
Environmental Services and on behalf of the City of Richmond (City), is assisting the City meet 
its compliance responsibilities under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), as it 
pertains to historical resources (CEQA Guidelines Section 15064.5), by evaluating whether all or 
part of the system of railroad tracks is eligible for listing in the NRHP as a contributor to the 
historic district. 

PREPARERS’ QUALIFICATIONS 

JRP conducted this survey and evaluation of the Winehaven Internal Railroad under the general 
direction of JRP Partner Bryan Larson (MA, Public History, California State University, 
Sacramento). Mr. Larson has 21 years of professional experience working as a consulting historian 
on a wide variety of historical research and cultural resource management projects. He conducted 
the research and fieldwork, and prepared this report. Based on his level of experience and 
education, Mr. Larson qualifies as historian and architectural historian under the Secretary of the 
Interior’s Professional Qualification Standards, as defined in 36 CFR Part 61.     
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Figure 1: Project Vicinity and Location 
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Figure 2: Site Map1 

                                                 
1 Map by Analytical Environmental Services.  
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HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

The Winehaven Historic District (District) was listed in the NRHP on October 2, 1978.  Lucretia 
Edwards of the Winehaven Historical Study Committee prepared the original nomination in 1976. 
Constructed between 1907 and 1919, the District as defined by the nomination includes 51 
buildings and seven structures located on 71 acres.2 Many of these elements consist of fuel tanks 
and appurtenant buildings and structures that the U.S. Navy built between 1942 and 1944 as part 
of its Navy Fuel Depot (NFD) operation. In 1996, JRP Historical Consulting Services prepared a 
boundary revision study that proposed reducing the District to about 27 acres, thereby eliminating 
large areas of land that had historically been used for the NPD and not by the winery operation. 
The boundary modification would also reduce the number of buildings and structures within the 
boundary to 46, consisting of 35 District contributors (associated with the winery operation), and 
11 non-contributors (associated with the NFD).3 

Analytical Environmental Services is presently preparing a National Register Amendment to 
formally refine the list of elements that contribute to the significance of the District, specifically 
calling out those resources that were included in the original District nomination but which are 
now recommended as non-contributing elements, and enumerating the 35 contributing buildings, 
which include twenty-nine residences, two large winery buildings, a warehouse, a powerhouse, a 
workshop, and a fire station (summarized in Table 1).4 

Table 1. Contributing Elements of Winehaven Historic District (CA-CCO-422H) 
Structure Date of Construction Use 
Building 1 1908-1917 Wine Cellar 
Building 6 1907-1912 Wine Cellar 
Building 10 1908-1919 Loading Dock / Warehouse 
Building 13 1908-1916 Power House 
Building 17 1907-1919* Work Shop 
Buildings 31 – 54 1910 - 1916 Housing 
Buildings 56 – 59 1910 - 1916 Housing 
Building 60 1910 Winemaker’s Residence 
Building 63 Post 1916* Utilitarian / Fire Station (?) 

                           *Date uncertain 

The historical significance of Winehaven is summarized in the Historic American Building Survey 
(HABS) documentation prepared for the District circa 1996: 

                                                 
2 Edwards, Lucretia Edwards, National Register of Historic Places Inventory-Nomination Form, Winehaven (CA-
CCO-422H), prepared by Winehaven Historical Society Committee, Oakland, 1976. 
3 JRP Historical Consulting Services, Proposed Boundary Revision Winehaven, Richmond, Contra Costa County, CA, 
prepared for the Naval Facilities Engineering Command, 1996. 
4 Table prepared by Analytical Environmental Services.  
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Winehaven, a complex of 35 buildings constructed between 1907 and 1919, is 
significant historically and architecturally in the areas of wine production and 
industrial design. During its 12-year operation, winehaven was one of the largest 
(reputable sources say it was the largest) wineries in the world, capable of storing, 
aging, and bottling millions of gallons of wine. Architecturally, the Winehaven 
complex represents an unusually intact company town, containing 29 residences, 
two very large winery buildings, a shipping building, and three support buildings 
(a power plant, fire house, and warehouse), ail dating to the period in which the 
winery operated. In addition, the winery buildings are unusual and significant in 
their castellated, industrial Gothic design and as examples of fireproof and 
seismically-reinforced industrial buildings designed in response to the 1906 
earthquake in Northern California.5 

There are also numerous railroad track segments extant within the District boundaries (see Figure 
2), but these have not been previously evaluated to determine whether they meet the criteria for 
listing in the NRHP as contributing District resources. As discussed further below, this report 
concludes that the intact surviving track segments from the Winehaven Internal Railroad system 
are eligible for the NHRP because they are directly associated with historic winery operations 
during the District’s period of significance, and they retain integrity to that period. The segment 
of Richmond Belt Line Railroad does not contribute to the historic district because it has a 
construction and operational history that is separate from the Winehaven enterprise, and therefore 
is not directly associated with the Winehaven Historic District.  

Winehaven had an initial production and storage capacity of 10 million gallons of wine (later raised 
to 12 million gallons). The massive plant not only made wine on site, it was also the storage and 
shipping hub for the output of California Wine Association’s many wine production facilities 
located throughout the state. A transportation system was critical to the success of the enterprise, 
so construction of a network of railroad tracks began in 1907, concurrent with the initial build-out 
of the plant (Figures 3 and 4). Two lines of this “Internal Railroad,” as the Winehaven system is 
referred to herein, entered the property from the north and forked out to form three main branches 
that sidled up to the main warehouse buildings (Buildings 1, 6, and 10) for loading and unloading 
(Figures 5 through 7). The system also included spurs that served the docks and wharves along 
the shore, west of the warehouse buildings, and linked up with the Richmond Belt Line some 
distance north of Winehaven (and outside of the boundaries of the Winehaven Historic District).6 

                                                 
5 JRP Historical Consulting Services, Winehaven, Point Molate Naval Fuel Depot, Richmond, Contra Costa County, 
CA, Historic American Building Survey (HABS No. CA-2658), circa 1996, available online at the Library of Congress 
website, https://loc.gov/pictures/item/ca2193/. 
6 Thomas Pinney, A History of Wine in America, From the Beginnings to Prohibition (Berkeley: University of 
California Press), 1989; City of Richmond, “Point Molate History,” n.d., accessed online October 1, 2019, at 
https://www.ci.richmond.ca.us/270/Point-Molate. 

https://loc.gov/pictures/item/ca2193/
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The Richmond Belt Line developed separately and independently from the Winehaven property. 
Established in 1902, the railroad began in Richmond and followed the shoreline of Point San Pablo 
toward and beyond Point Molate (Figure 8). The line connected with Atchison, Topeka & Santa 
Fe Railway and Southern Pacific Railroad main lines in Richmond and provided service to 
numerous industries along its run, including the Standard Oil Wharf and several quarries. The 
Richmond Belt Railroad passed through the main section of the Winehaven property on top of a 
cut bank above and to the east of Buildings 1, 6, and 10 without making direct connections with 
those warehouses.7   

 
Figure 3: Winehaven and Internal Railroad system under construction next to warehouses, 1907. 

Note the Richmond Belt Railroad in foreground.8 

                                                 
7 United States Board of Engineers for Rivers and Harbors, War Department, and United States Maritime Commission, 
The Ports of San Francisco, Oakland, Alameda, Richmond, and Upper San Francisco Bay, California, Port Series 
No. 12, 1939; “New Transportation Lines for City of Richmond,” The San Francisco Call, September 16, 1911; Hal 
Vejby, “When Sardines Return, Richmond Belt Line Will Really Be Railroading Again,” Oakland Tribune, February 
9, 1953. 
8 Contra Costa County Historical Society, Photograph ID 1996City of Richmond, “Point Molate History,” n.d., 
accessed online October 1, 2019, at https://www.ci.richmond.ca.us/270/Point-Molate, photograph, “Winehaven Under 
Construction, 1907.” 

https://www.ci.richmond.ca.us/270/Point-Molate
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Figure 4: Looking along Winehaven tracks, Buildings 1 and 6 (back to front) at right, 1907. The 

Richmond Belt Railroad is carried on the embankment to the right.9 
 

 
Figure 5: Winehaven tracks along west side of Building 1, 1910.10 

                                                 
9 Contra Costa County Historical Society, Photograph ID 1996. 
10 Contra Costa County Historical Society, Photograph ID 230. 
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Figure 6: Winehaven plant and railroad system, 1916. The Richmond Belt Railroad runs along 
the east side of the property and has no connections with the plant at this location.11 
 

                                                 
11 Sanborn Map Company, Fire Insurance Maps for Richmond, California, Sheet 36, 1916. 
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Figure 7: Winehaven plant and railroad system, 1930. The property configuration is largely 
unchanged from 1916.12 
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Figure 8: Map of route of Richmond Belt Line, 1953.13  

Point Molate Naval Fuel Depot marks the location of the Winehaven property.   
  

METHODOLOGY 

In order to gain a general understanding of the District and its identified contributing resources, 
JRP reviewed documentation provided by Analytical Environmental Services, particularly the 
1976 NRHP nomination and the 1996 boundary revision study. Additionally, JPR conducted 
property-specific research to identify the construction dates of the subject railroad tracks, and 
therefore determine whether the tracks share thematic and temporal associations with the 1907-
1919 winery operation; or whether the tracks were built at a later date, such as during the period 
of U.S. Navy occupation of the site beginning in 1942. JRP conducted research in the photograph 
collections of the Richmond Public Library and Contra Costa County Historical Society, and 
reviewed secondary source materials, historic maps, and newspaper articles, many of which were 
available from online sources and JRP’s in-house library and archives.    

In addition to the historic documentary research, JRP conducted a field survey on September 26, 
2019, to assess the integrity of the internal railroad system. JRP took representative photographs 
of the various segments, which are included in the following section, and noted the surviving 
historic materials (rails, ties, switches, etc.) at these locations. 

                                                 
12 Sanborn Map Company, Fire Insurance Maps for Richmond, California, Volume 1 Sheet 159, 1930. 
13 Oakland Tribune, February 9, 1953. 
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DESCRIPTION OF RESOURCE 

The Winehaven Internal Railroad is a standard-gauge line laid at ground level. Historically, the 
line ran on both the east and west sides of Buildings 1 and 10, as well as on the east side of Building 
6, and was used to move raw materials and finished product within the complex, to the wharf, and 
to the Richmond Belt Line Railroad for shipment. The Richmond Belt Line runs through the 
Winehaven property, but was built and operated separately and is not a District resource. 

The surviving segments of the system are shown on Figure 2. Missing sections of the historic 
system have been either buried or pulled up. The extant lines are both single- and double-tracked, 
with the majority of the trackage existing as rails embedded in gravel or asphalt paving. However, 
most of the easternmost track, which extends nearly to the northern end of the District and runs 
along the east side of Building 10, consists of rails on pressure-treated ties carried on a bed of 
gravel ballast. A short section of the middle track, which runs between Buildings 1 and 10 also has 
this configuration. Although not original, the ties have been replaced in-kind and are sympathetic 
to the historic period. All observed rails are uniform throughout the complex and appear to be 
original, as are switches, tie plates, and other hardware (see Photographs 1 through 12).      

All photographs were taken by Bryan Larson, JRP Historian, on September 26, 2019. 

 
Photograph 1. View of easternmost track, extending toward the northern Winehaven Historic District 
boundary. The track on the right is the Richmond Belt Line, which is not a contributor to the district. 

Camera facing northwest. 
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Photograph 2. View of easternmost track (center left) and middle track (right), extending toward 

Building 1 (right) and Building 10 (left). The Richmond Belt Line visible at left. Camera facing southeast. 

 
Photograph 3. View of easternmost track running along east side of Building 10.  

Camera facing northwest. 
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Photograph 4. Partially embedded double set of middle tracks between Building 1 (left) and Building 

10 (right). Camera facing north. 

 
Photograph 5. End of easternmost track and middle track, Building 6 visible at right. Camera facing south.  
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Photograph 6. South end of westernmost set of tracks running along the west side of Building 1.  

 Camera facing north.  

 
Photograph 7. View of tracks west of Building 1. The tracks on the left are predominately buried in 

asphalt. Camera facing southeast. 
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Photograph 8. Northern end of westernmost tracks, just north of Building 1. Camera facing northwest. 

 
Photograph 9. Typical view of partially embedded tracks (located west of Building 1).  
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Photograph 10. Switch mechanism (date-stamped 1910) located along easternmost track, north of 

Buildings 1 and 10. 

 
Photograph 11. Detail of rails, plates, and wood ties, located east of Building 10. 
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Photograph 12. Overview of Richmond Belt Line Railroad track on embankment above Building 6 (out 
of frame at left). This track does not contribute to the Winehaven Historic District. Camera facing north. 

FINDINGS AND CONCLUSIONS 

The Winehaven Internal Railroad system, established circa 1907, was built during the Winehaven 
Historic District period of significance, 1907-1919. The railroad system played an integral role in 
the Winehaven operation as it was used to transfer raw materials and millions of gallons of wine 
within the complex, to the wharf, and to the Richmond Belt Line Railroad spur for shipment. The 
rail system, therefore, is associated with the District’s historically significant themes of wine 
production and industrial design. Additionally, the Winehaven Internal Railroad system as a whole 
retains adequate integrity to the period of significance to convey its significance. Although some 
of the original trackage has been pulled up or partially or completely buried, several large, intact 
segments of the original system still exist, and most of these are located in close proximity to the 
warehouses that they served. Additionally, with the exception of the replaced-in-kind ties, much 
of the original fabric – particularly the rails – remains intact. The tracks are still prominent and 
convey the necessary aspects of integrity (location, design, materials, workmanship, setting, 
feeling, and association) to demonstrate their value in visually representing the industrial nature of 
the District. Therefore, the surviving elements of the Winehaven Internal Railroad system, as 
shown in Figure 2, are contributors to the NRHP Winehaven Historic District.   

As a historically distinct resource, the Richmond Belt Line Railroad, which passes through the 
District boundaries, does not contribute to the Winehaven Historic District.  



Historical Resource Assessment: Winehaven Historic District Internal Railroad, Richmond, California 
 

 

 
 
JRP Historical Consulting, LLC   18 
   
 

REFERENCES CITED 

City of Richmond. “Point Molate History.” n.d. Accessed online October 1, 2019, at 
https://www.ci.richmond.ca.us/270/Point-Molate. 

Contra Costa County Historical Society. Historic Photograph Collection.  

Edwards, Lucretia. National Register of Historic Places Inventory-Nomination Form, Winehaven 
(CA-CCO-422H).  Prepared by Winehaven Historical Society Committee, Oakland. 1976. 

JRP Historical Consulting Services. Proposed Boundary Revision Winehaven, Richmond, Contra 
Costa County, CA.  Prepared for the Naval Facilities Engineering Command. 1996. 

________. Winehaven, Point Molate Naval Fuel Depot, Richmond, Contra Costa County, CA. 
Historic American Building Survey (HABS No. CA-2658). Circa 1996. 

“New Transportation Lines for City of Richmond.” The San Francisco Call. September 16, 1911. 

Pinney, Thomas. A History of Wine in America, From the Beginnings to Prohibition. Berkeley: 
University of California Press. 1989. 

Richmond Public Library. Historic Photograph Collection. 

Sanborn Map Company. Fire Insurance Maps for Richmond, California. 1916 and 1930. 

United States Board of Engineers for Rivers and Harbors, War Department, and United States 
Maritime Commission. The Ports of San Francisco, Oakland, Alameda, Richmond, and 
Upper San Francisco Bay, California. Port Series No. 12. 1939. 

Vejby, Hal. “When Sardines Return, Richmond Belt Line Will Really Be Railroading Again.” 
Oakland Tribune. February 9, 1953. 

 
 
 


	Appendix Q. Historical Resource Documents
	Memorandum of Agreement
	Historical Resource Assessment: Winehaven Historic District
	Cover Page
	Introduction
	Preparers' Qualifications
	Historical Background
	Methodology
	Description of Resource
	Findings and Conclusions
	References Cited
	Figures
	Figure 1
	Figure 2
	Figure 3
	Figure 4
	Figure 5
	Figure 6
	Figure 7
	Figure 8

	Table 1
	Photographs
	Photograph 1
	Photograph 2
	Photograph 3
	Photograph 4
	Photograph 5
	Photograph 6
	Photograph 7
	Photograph 8
	Photograph 9
	Photograph 10
	Photograph 11
	Photograph 12






