
Notice of Exemption 

To: Office of Planning and Research 
P.O. Box 3044, Room 113 
Sacramento, CA 95812-3044 

County Clerk 
County of: _______ _ 

81 2 6 

From: (Public Agency): Caltrans, District 2 

1657 Riverside Drive 

Redding, CA 96001 

(Address) 

Project Title: Plumas 70 Geotechnical Core Drilling 

Project Applicant: California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) 

Project Location - Specific: 

Appendix E 

State Route (SH) 70, Post Miles (PM) 20.5-21.07, in Plumas county. Approximately 13 miles west of SR 70 and 89 
intersection. 

Project Location - City: N/A Project Location - County: _P_lu_m_a_s ______ _ 

Description of Nature, Purpose and Beneficiaries of Project 
The purpose of the proposed project is to perform geotechnkal drilling to obtain geologic data of the 
underlying bedrock. The core samples and associated data are needed fora future permanent restoration 
project and will help determine final design. Accurate samples will accelerate the future project's timeline. 

Name of Public Agency Approving Project: _c_a_ltr_a_n_s __________________ _ 

Name of Person or Agency Carrying Out Project _c_a_lt_ra_n_s _________________ _ 

Exempt Stat:us: {check one): 

□ Ministerial (Sec. 2'1080(b)(1 ); 15268); 

□ Declared Emergency (Sec. 21080(b)(3); 15269(a)); 

□ Emergency Project (Sec. 21080(b)(4); 15269(b)(c)); 

!Bl Categorical Exemption. State type and section number: Class 6; Section 15306 

□ Statutory Exemptions. State code number: ------------------~

Reasons why project is exempt: 
The purpose of the project is to. collect geotechnital information as part of a study leading to the design of a 
future project The project activities will not result in a serious disturbance or impacts to environmental 
resources of hazardous or critical concern. 

Lead Agency 
Contact Person: Emiliano Pro ------~----~ Area Code/Telephone/Extension: (530)225-3 174 

1.f filed by applicant: 
1. Attach c.ertified document of exemption finding . 
2. Has a Notice ot Exemption been filed by the public agency approving the project?. □ Yes □ No 

,,.,-,·-'\ j _,,,?} 
./-- ) ... ..--:-y-::;,./ - /- · · / ✓ ;• E· · · B -h· C-h·· f Signa~·-/ __ ..✓, -~-·: ~_,;-· ( Date: -;{I 2 6//J_ Title: nv. ranc re 

j:7 -..... I 

8 Signed by Lead Agency □ Signed by Appllcant 

Authority cited : Sections 21 083 and 21110, Public Resources Code. 
Reference: Sections 21108, 21152, and 21152.1, Public Resources Code. 

ovemo~s Office of Planning & Research 
Date Received for filing at OPR: _____ _ 

JUN 26 2019 

t J. ClE..ARINGHOUSE 

Revised 2011 



2019068126 
CATEGOFUCAL EXEMPTION/CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION DETERMINATION FORM 

02-PLU .. 70 20.5/21.07 02-4H440 0218000119 
Dist-Co.-Rte:. or local A $nC P .M./P .M. E.A/Pro ect No, FederahAid Pnf ect No. Local Pro· ect !Pro' eot No. 
PROJECT DESCRIPTION: (Briefly describe project including need, purp.ose, location, limits, right~of-way requirements, and 
8otivities involved in this box. U$e Continuation She.at, if1J&cessa . 
Under 1;1 Standard T-13 Lane Closure, perfo.rm core sample drilling up to 100' deep approximately 8' away from the edge oftraveted 
way . .AH work will be contained using industry standard best management practices for typical core sample drilling. Working days are 
estimated to be 35 days taking place over a 4-manth pertod, There are no encroachments on any water'$ of the U.S. There are no 
adjacent property owner encroachments. All work will take placE\l on the un-p.aved hinge point freque.ntly gsed for parking and no 
additional disturbed soil areas will be generated, No night work is planned or anticipated. Excess drilling waste is stored in sealed 
containers and transported to a licensed waste disposal facility. AH holes will be. properly sealed with gtout in accordance with all 
applicable sta:te, federal, and local water quality laws. 

CAI.. TRAN'S. CEQA DETERMINATIO'N (Check one) 

0 Not Applicable - Caltrans is not the CEQA Lead Ageney D Not AppHcable ... , cattrans has prepared an Initial Study or 
Environmental tmpapt Report under CEQA 

B,ased on an examination ofthis proposal, supporting information, and the above stateme,nts, the project is; 
0 Exempt by Statute. (PRC21080{b); 14 CCR 15260 et seq.) 
[8J Cate.gorically Exempt. Class 6. (PRC 21084; 14 CCR 15:300 et seq.) 

Based on an exart:linatlo:n ofthis proposal and supporting informationi the foHowin.g statements are true and exceptions do not 
apply: 

• If this project falls within exemptclass 3, 4, 5, 6 or 11, it does notirnpad a,n, environmental resource.dfhazardoos or critical 
concem where designated., precisely mapped, andofficiany adopted pursuanHo law. 

• There wm not be a significant cumulative effect by this project and suc.ceS$iVe proje.cts <fJfthe same type ll1 the same ,pl~ce, 
overtime .. 

• There .is not a reasonable possibility that the project will have a significant effect on the environmentdue to unusual 
circumstances. 

• This projept does not dar:nage a scenictesource Witttitl ~n officially de$ignated statQ scenic highway. 
• This project is not loc$tedon .a site includecl on any list compiled pursuantto Govt Code § 66962.5 {"Cot:tese List"}, 
• This project does hot cause a substantial adverse change in the si.gnificance of a historical resource. 

0 CQmmon Sense Exempttc:m. [This project. does not fall within an exempt class, but it can be seen with certainty thatthere i.s no 
possibility that the activity may have a significant effect on the_ envirohment (t4 OCR 15061~b1[3) . .) 

EmUiano Pro Stacey Barnes 
Print N,ame: Senior Erwironme11tal Planner or Print Name: Project Manager 
envlr~-~~,n~ranch Chief 

... ~::;:.,-:;;~-~~~~~--................ ,".,.,,,..,..,,,...,,........ ....... , 

Signature 

NEPA C:ONIPLIANCE 
In accordance with 23 CPR 771.117, and based on an examir1ation of this proposal and supporting informatiort, the State has 
determined that.this project: 
• does nof individually or ournulatively have· a sig,ni:ficant impact on the environment as defined by NEPA, at1d. ls excluded from the 

requirements to prepare an EmiironrnentaJ Assessment (EA) or EnvJronmental 1rnpact Statement (EIS}, and 
• has oo.nsideted unusual clrcurnstances pursuant to 23 GFR 77'1. 117(b), 

CALTRA:N'.8 NE'PA DETERMINATION (Check one) 
:[8j 23 USC 326.: The State has determined that this project has no s'ignifioant impacts on the environment as defined by NEPA, and 

that there are no unus'Ual circumstances as described In 23 CPR 771.117(b). As such, the project ls categorically excluded ftom 
the requirements to prepare an.EA or EISUndertheNationat Environmental PolicyAct ~he State has been assigned, and hereby 
certifies that it has carried out the responsibi'lity to make this determinati\)n pursuant to Chapter 3 of Title 23, United States Code, 
Section 326 and a Memorandum of Undenit~nding dated May 31, 2016, exee•ute¢t between the FHWA and the State .. The State 
has determined that the prqject ls a Categori¢a1' Excl.1.1siQri uhd.er: 

18J· 23 OFR 771.117'(c}; activity (c1{24) 
0 23 CPR 771.117(d)c activity (d)(..... . _) 
□ Activity -·. _ Hated in Ap.pendlx A ofthe M.OU betw:een FHWA and the State 

0 23 use 32.7:. Based on ar1 examlnafion of thi.s proposal a'nd supporting infonnatJon, the State has determrnedt~atthe project .is a 
Categorical Exclusi.on under 2$ USO 327. The envi.ronmental review; consultation, and any other a'ctions requ:ired by appllca.ble 
Federal environmental laws for this project are being; or have been, carried out by Caltrans pursuant to.23 l.JSC 327 and the 
Memorandum of Understanding dated Decernbe(23, 20l6 and executed by FHWA and Caltrans, 

EmHiano Pro _S_ta_c_e.,..y __ e_a_,r_n_e-s _____________ _ 
Print Name: Seni.or Environmental· Planner or Print Name: Project Manager/DLA Engineer · 
Environmental Branch .Chief 

Signature 

Date ofCategoricaLExclusion Checklist completion: 06/26/2019 Date of ECR or equiva:tent: 06/26/2019 

Briefly list environmental commitments on continuation sheet Reference additional information, as appropriate (e,,,g., CE checklist, 
additional studies and deslgri conditions),. 
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CATEGORICAL EXEMPTION/CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION DETERMINATION FORM 
Continuation Sheet 

0218000119 
Dist.-Co.-Rte. or Local A enc 

20.5/21.07 
P.M./P.M. 

02-4H440 
E.A/Pro·ect No. Federal-Aid Pro·ect No. Local Pro·ect /Pro·ect No. 

Continued from page 1: 

Purpose and Need: 

The purpose of the proposed project is to obtain geologic data to determine if the project location is appropriate for a retaining wall 
related to a future permanent restoration project. The project is needed because the Department does not have any data relating to the 
geological condition of the underlying rock and bedrock. 

Construction Activities: 

• Geotech core drilling (4"-6" up to 100' deep) 
• Standard T-13 Lane Closure (State Route 70 to remain open) 

Staging Areas: 

Construction activities would occur within the roadway of State Route 70 or within the associated shoulder area. Activities would remain 
within Caltrans right-of-way and off-site staging would not be required. 

Disposal/Borrow Areas: 

Excess drilling waste is stored in sealed containers and transported to a licensed waste disposal facility. All holes will be properly 
sealed with grout in accordance with all applicable state, federal, and local water quality laws. No borrow needed. 

Right~of-Way/Utilities: 

Project will not require additional right-of-way or utility relocation. 

Consultation/Coordination: 

This project falls Under Stipulation VII of the Programmatic Agreement of Section 106 ofthe National Historic Preservation Act. This 
undertaking is a "screened undertaking" as class 29 of the MOU. Accordingly, this undertaking is exempt from further review or 
consultation. 

Coordination with regulatory agencies has been conducted through database searches. 

~ 
No regulatory agency permits are required for this project. 

Govemo( OffiQt tPlann· &.Research 

JUN 2 6 2019 

E 
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