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Notice of Exemption Appendix E 

To: Office of Planning and Research 
P.O. Box 3044, Room 113 
Sacramento, CA 95812-3044 

From: (Public Agency) _C_a_ltr_a_n .... s,_D_i_st_. _06 ______ _ 

855 M Street, Suite 200 

Fresno CA 93721 

County Clerk 
County of: --------

Project Title: ROUTE 46 CONV/EXWY SEGMENT 4b - Subsurface Investigation 

Project Applicant: California Department of Transportation 

Project Location - Specific: 
The California Department of Transportation proposes to conduct a subsurface investigation along State Route 46 at 
(approximately) Post Miles (PM) 29.96 and 30.03. 

Project Location - City: Lost Hills Project Location - County: _K_e_rn ________ _ 

Description of Nature, Purpose and Beneficiaries of Project: 
The investigation would drill on the northeast and northwest sides of the California Aqueduct. Two borings are anticipated at 

the proposed locations using two different machines. First, a hollow stem auger would drill a 6-inch diameter boring to 
groundwater level (about 60 feet) . The rest of the work would be done using a self-casing wire line mud rotary drill rig. The 

rig would drill a 4-inch diameter boring to the maximum depth of 200 feet. The proposed drilling would occur within the 

California Department of Water Resources' right-of-way and is anticipated to take two weeks to complete. All work would be 
limited to the California Department of Water Resources' right-of-way. 

Name of Public Agency Approving Project: California Department of Transportation 

Name of Person or Agency Carrying Out Project: California Department of Transportation 

Ex.empt Status: (check one): 
D Ministerial (Sec. 21080(b)(1); 15268); 

D Declared Emergency (Sec. 21080(b)(3); 15269(a)); 

D Emergency Project (Sec. 21080(b)(4); 15269(b)(c)); 

~ Categorical Exemption. State type and section number: Class 6 and Section 15306 Information Collection 

0 Statutory Exemption. State code number: 

Reason why project is exempt: 
Caltrans has determined the proposed subsurface investigation would not have a significant effect on the envir2nment 
Furthermore, it was determined the proposed investigation would not occur in a sensitive environment. ·· 

Lead Agency 
Area Code/Telephone/Extension: 559-445-5286 Contact Person: _R_ic_h_a_rd_P_u_t __ le_r _____ _ ----------

If filed by applicant: 
1. Attach certified document of exemption finding. 
2. Has a Notice of Exemption been filed by the public agency approving the project? □ YES □ NO 

Signature: ~ &Jt& Date: 4-.5-/<.f Title: Seinor Environmental Planner 

~ Signed by Lead Agency D Signed by Applicant 

Authority cited: Sections 21083 and 21110, Public Resources Code. 
Reference: Sections 2i 108. 21152, and 21152.1. Public Resources Cc 

Date Received for filing at OPR ______ _ 

Govemofs Off tee of Planning & Research 

JUN 05 2019 

STATE CLEARINGHOUSE 

Revised 2011 
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,CATEGORICAL EXEMPTlONJCA1''EGORICAL EXCLUSION OEHERM'INATION• FORM 

06wKER~46 2tk5/3i .8 0644255 06120.00176 
Dist-Co.-Rte. (or LocalA oncy P.M)P..M. E.A/Pn:fect No, Federab/\idPro·$ct No,· Local Prefect /Pro·ectNo, 
PRQJ ECT DESCRIPTION: (Briefly describe proJectindudlng nMd, .purpose,. locatlon, Hmtts, tlgliHif~way requirements, and 
activities involved in this box .. tlse Continuation Sheet, if neoes.sary.,"" ·-----------------------i 
The California Department of Transportation (Caltran'S) proposes to conduct a· subsurface inveshgt➔Uon along State 
Route 46 at Post Miles {PM) 49,96 and 30;03. The Investigation would drHl onthe northeast and northwest sides of the 
GaHfomla Aqueduct Two borings ai•e. .anticipated at the proposed locations using two different rna:chines. First; a hollow 
stem auger would drl!I a 6--indi diameter boring tfrgroundwaterlevel (about 60 fel'etJ. The rest of the work would be done 
using a. self..casing Wire ftne mud rotftry drill rig. The rig would drili a 4c-i11d1 diameter boring to the maximum depth of 200 
feet See next page. 

C.At:rRANS CEQA DETERMINATION (Check one) 

0 Not Applicable- CaltranSis not the CEQA tead Agency [J Not Appilcable @, Ct'lltr.ans has prepared an Initial Study or 
. Environmental· itnpactRaport under CEQA 

eased on an examination of Hiis propo!;lal, supporting information, and the above statements, ttie project is: 
0 Exempt by Statute. (PRC 2.1080(b); 14 CCR Hi260 et.$eq:} 
f:81 Ci,'1:tegorfoally exempt Class 6. (PRC 21084; ·14 CCR 1$300 et $~q) 

Based on an examination of this proposal .and supporting lnfmrnatlon, the 'foHowlng statements eretM~ and exteplions db /1ot 
apply: 

Q. If this projectfalls wHJllRaxarhptclass 3, 4, 5; 6 or 1 'l, lt doesnotimpactan environmental rasource of hazardous or critical 
concern where designated, precisely mapped, <:1nd officially adopted . .pursuantto Jaw. 

"' Therll!'. will not b~ a signlficant cumulative effect by this prnJectand successive projects of the sarne tyf)edn the. same Pl~ce, 
over time. · 

'(;· There is not a reasonable possibility that the project:wm have a significant effect on the emV!ro111nt:mt due to Hnusual 
cirmJmstarh::,es, 

* This prQject does not damage a scenic resow.me within an offlclt1tly designated state scenic highway. 
.. This project is not UJceted on a sikl included on any Hsl compiled pursuant to Govt Code § 65962. 5 (''Cortese Ust"), 
" Thi$ µroject does not cai.1se a substan\la! adverse thi:!nfJe hi the s+~nlflcanee of a hh.~torical resource; 

Com1no11 Sans@ e.xemptfon. d6es not faH wlthln an exempt t}!ass, but it can be seen with certainty thatthe1·e ls no 
possibility that the activity rnay siQ':ntfJc:ant e.ffect on the envimrn11ent {14 OCR. 1506i [t:iJ[3J,) 

Richard Putier Neff Bretz 
Print Name; {lenior Enviro11rne11!ijl Planner or 
Envimnmn1it'?i'8rat1~h Chief 

-f.:i.-ri-nt-t~-a--m .... e:_P_ro-Jm_,.c,_tl_\;~-an-a-ge-·~r---'----------

NEPA COMPLIANCE 
In accordance with 23 CFR 771.1·171 am:tbase4·on an examination of this proposal. and supporting information,.the Gtate has 
deten:ni.neci that this project: 
11 does not indlv1dually or cumulatfvely have a signif!cantrmpE1ct.onthe envlronme.nt8!s defined tiyNEPA, a.nd Is exclude{! from the 

requiternents to prepare an Envlro11mental Assessment{EA) or Environmental Impact Statempmt (EIS), and 
~ 11fis considered unusuat circurnstances pursuant to 23 CPR771.117(b). 

CAL TRANS NEPA DETERMINATION (Chee~ one') 

IZJ 23 USC 326: nm State has determined th¥t this project has no k11gniricant lrnpacts on the envirtmment as. deflned by NEPA, and 
that there ~re no unusual circumstances as described fr1 23 CFR 771 ; 117 (h): As such, the 1:irojeot is categorically exclucledfrom 
the requireinehts to prepare an EA Qr EJS under the National Envirnnm~ntal Policy Act. The State h~sbeenasslgned, and her~by 
certifies that it hi:ls carried out the r~sponsibHity t9 make this de,errninatlori pursuantto Chapter 3 of Title 23,. lJnHed States Code, 
Sectfon 326 and & Memorandum of Understanding dat¢d May 3 t, ::i:016, executed betwe.en the FHWA and the State, The State 
ha$ determined that the proj'ecUs a Cafegc,rical Exclusion undet: 
~ :23 CFR171, 117fc}: .ijtt.ivlty {c)t:Z4} 
D :.?3 Cf:R 171 .i 11(d}: activity {d}L_} 
0 Aotivity -· listed in ApfMlndix .A of the MOU betweerLFHWA and the Shlte 

D 23 USC 327: Bated on an examination ,ofthlsproposal and supporting ltiforrnation, the State has determlr1ed that the project Is a 
Categorical Exc1t,s1ont1nder :23 USC 327, The environmental review, const,lltailon, apct ~my other a<::tlons reqqired by applicable 
Federal environrn1:uitaJ laws for.thlsproject are being,.·or have been. carried outt:!y C~ltran'G pun;uantfo 2.3 USC 321 and the 
Memorand1.m1 of Understanding dated December 23, 2016 Md exe.c1.Jtect by FHWA and Caltrans, 

Prlnt Name: SeniorErwitomnehtaI Plal'iner or 
Envimnmf$ntal Bmnch Ghlef 

Briefly Hstenvironmental com1tiitmerits on continuatkm sheet. Reference additional information, as. approprlf:lte (e,g,, CE checklist 
additional studies and tkn;lgn cortcJ!tiomn, 
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CATEGORICAL EXEMPTION/CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION DETERMINATION FORM 

Continuation Sheet 
06-KER-46 26.5/31.8 06-44255 0612000176 
Dist.-Co.-Rte. (or Local Aqency) P.M./P.M. E.NProject No. Federal-Aid Proiect No. (Local Proiect)/Proiect No. 
Continued from page 1: 

The proposed drilling would occur within the California Department of Water Resources ' right-of-way and is anticipated 
to take two weeks to complete. All work would be limited to the California Department of Water Resources' right-of-way. 

The purpose of this project is to conduct an environmental review of the surface investigative studies required to design 
the new State Route 46 bridge over the California Aqueduct. Caltrans will need to obtain an encroachment permit from 
the California Department of Water Resources, since the project is located within their right-of-way. The encroachment 
permit application requires a copy of the environmental document. 
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