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I. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

Integral Communities is seeking to redevelop the former Palomar Health Downtown 
Campus site located at 555 East Valley Parkway and associated medical offices located at 451-
453 East Valley Parkway, 456 East Grand Avenue, 624 East Grand Avenue, 640-660 East Grand 
Avenue, and 121-141 North Fig Street in the city of Escondido.  Because of concerns regarding 
the potential historic sensitivity of the structures, which were constructed between 1934 and 2002, 
Brian F. Smith and Associates, Inc. (BFSA) was contracted to complete a historic evaluation of 
the Palomar Health Downtown Campus and associated medical offices in order to determine if 
they are significant historic resources and whether or not their proposed demolition will constitute 
an adverse impact, as defined by the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).  As the 456 
East Grand Avenue building, located within Assessor’s Parcel Number (APN) 229-442-18, was 
constructed in 1973, it does not meet the minimum age threshold to be considered a historic 
structure and was not evaluated as part of this study.   

The Palomar Health Downtown Campus and associated medical offices are located in the 
city of Escondido, San Diego County, California, within APNs 229-442-01 to -04 and -18, 229-
450-05 and -06, 230-163-01 to -05, and 760-169-27.  The location of the property is further 
described as being within the Rincon del Diablo Land Grant in Township 12 South, Range 2 West 
(projected) of the USGS Valley Center and Escondido, California topographic quadrangles.  The 
legal description of the combined properties is described as: 
 

All that portion of Lots 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, and 11 of Block 34, of Palomar Memorial 
Hospital Subdivision, Lots 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 18, 19 and 20 of Block 64 of Escondido, 
and Block 339 of Palomar Memorial Hospital Subdivision, in the city of Escondido, 
county of San Diego, state of California, according to Maps Thereof Nos. 2574 and 
336, filed in the office of the county recorder of said San Diego County, July 1, 
1949, July 10, 1886, and July 1, 1949 (further described in Parcel No. 1 of 
document recorded November 1, 1984). 

   
The existing Palomar Health Downtown Campus building at 555 East Valley Parkway, 

located within APN 229-450-06, was constructed between 1959 and 2002.  Although the original 
Palomar Memorial Hospital building was completed at this location in 1950, all original portions 
of the building were demolished between 1968 and 1990 during various expansions. 

The 451-453 East Valley Parkway building, located within APN 229-442-01, was 
constructed in 1934 as an auto service garage.  In 1970, the garage portion of the building was 
rehabilitated, modifying the original service entrance door.  Tenant improvements were conducted 
in 1984 and 1999 and repairs were made in 1989; however, it is unknown if this work resulted in 
the modifications to the original entrance or if this work was undocumented. 

The 624 East Grand Avenue building, located within APN 230-163-04, was constructed in 
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1953 as a church.  Circa 1954, an addition was constructed onto the building and in April of that 
year, a new roof was installed, replacing the original flat roof (Times-Advocate 1954).  The 
building underwent repairs, an alteration, and an addition in 1959 that converted the building into 
medical offices.  Another addition was constructed in 1971 and the building was further remodeled 
in 1991. 

The 640-660 East Grand Avenue buildings, located within APN 230-163-03, were 
originally constructed as medical offices in 1960 (660 East Grand Avenue building) and 1961 
(644-646 East Grand Avenue).  In 1969, an addition (640-642 East Grand Avenue) was 
constructed onto the west façade of the 644-646 East Grand Avenue building.   

The 121-141 North Fig Street building, located within APNs 230-163-02 and 760-169-27, 
was constructed as a medical office building in 1965.  No known modifications have been made 
to the building since its initial construction. 

All buildings except for 456 East Grand Avenue meet the minimum age threshold (50 years 
old) to be considered historic structures subject to further evaluation of their integrity and 
architectural and historic significance.  BFSA evaluated the architectural and historic significance 
of the five historic buildings in conformance with CEQA and City of Escondido Municipal Code 
(Ordinance 87-43: Article 40 Historical Resources, Section 33-794) criteria.  As a result of the 
current evaluation, City of Escondido Municipal Code and CEQA criteria indicate that the 555 
East Valley Parkway, 451-453 East Valley Parkway, 624 East Grand Avenue, and 640-660 East 
Grand Avenue structures lack architectural and historic significance; therefore, their removal will 
not have an adverse impact upon the built environment and they will not require any mitigation 
program or preservation measures.  The 121-141 North Fig Street building has been determined to 
be eligible for listing on the California Register of Historical Resources (CRHR) under Criterion 
3 and the City of Escondido Local Register of Historic Places (City of Escondido Register) under 
Criteria 2 and 5.  Because the building is planned for demolition as part of the proposed project, it 
is recommended that the building be relocated, if feasible.  If relocation is not feasible, it is 
recommended that Level I or II Historic American Buildings Survey (HABS) documentation (or 
equivalent) be conducted in order to achieve mitigation by thoroughly documenting the resource 
prior to its demolition using the guidelines provided by the National Park Service.   
 
II. INTRODUCTION 
 
Report Organization 

The purpose of this study is to evaluate the structures located at the Palomar Health 
Downtown Campus in the city of Escondido, California.  The project proposes to demolish the 
campus building and six medical office buildings for redevelopment as a mixed-use residential 
and commercial community.  As part of the environmental review for the project, the City of 
Escondido required an evaluation of the existing structures to determine if they are historically 
important and to determine whether or not they should be listed as historic resources.  Because this 
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project requires approval from the City of Escondido, CEQA and City of Escondido Municipal 
Code (Ordinance 87-43: Article 40 Historical Resources, Section 33-794) criteria were used for 
this evaluation.  Therefore, criteria for listing on the CRHR and City of Escondido Register were 
used to measure the significance of the structures that will be affected by the proposed project.  As 
the 456 East Grand Avenue building was constructed in 1973, it does not meet the minimum age 
threshold to be considered a historic structure and was not evaluated as part of this study.   
 
Project Area 

The resources evaluated in this study are entirely within APNs 229-442-01 and -18, 229-
450-06, 230-163-02 to -04, and 760-169-27.  The parcels are located east of the intersection of 
East Grand Avenue and Ivy Street and west of Fig Street and East Grand Avenue in the city of 
Escondido.  The lots include the Palomar Health Downtown Campus building, five surrounding 
medical office buildings, and associated hardscape and landscaping. 
 
Project Personnel 

This evaluation was conducted by Jennifer Stropes and Brian Smith (Appendix E).  Word 
processing, editing, and graphics production services were provided by BFSA staff. 
  
III. PROJECT SETTING 
 
Physical Project Setting 
 Geographically, this general area is part of the coastal foothills physiographic unit.  The 
area is geologically mapped as older Pleistocene alluvial river deposits (younger than 500,000 
years) of moderately consolidated sediments composed of silty sand with gravel and clay (Tan and 
Kennedy 1999).  Prehistorically, the Escondido area was occupied by Native Americans associated 
with Luiseño and Kumeyaay tribes.  Escondido Creek and its associated streams have been sources 
of fresh water for humans in the Escondido area for thousands of years.  The most important food 
source for prehistoric Native American groups in the area were acorns and hunted animal species 
included deer, rabbit, hare, woodrat, ground squirrel, antelope, quail, duck, and freshwater fish.  
The area was used for ranching and farming following the Spanish occupation of the region.  
Native American cultures that have been identified in the general vicinity of the project consist of 
a possible Paleo Indian manifestation of the San Dieguito Complex, the Archaic and Early Milling 
Stone Horizons represented by the La Jolla Complex, and the Late Prehistoric Luiseño and 
Kumeyaay cultures.   
 
Historical Overview 

The subject property is located inside the Rincón del Diablo Land Grant issued to Juan 
Bautista Alvarado by Mexican Governor Manuel Micheltorena in 1843.  Bautista Alvarado was a 
prominent man in Los Angeles and San Diego, holding office as a councilman in both cities in the 
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1830s.  When Bautista Alvarado died in 1850, the rancho was sold to Oliver S. Witherby, a judge 
and member of California’s first state legislature.  Witherby farmed and raised cattle, and in the 
early 1860s, began to mine for gold (Fark 2016).  In 1868, Witherby sold the rancho to Edward 
McGeary and the three Wolfskill brothers.  In 1886, 13 businessmen formed the Escondido Land 
and Town Company (ELTC) and bought the former Rincón del Diablo, subdividing the land to 
plant more vineyards and citrus groves (Fark 2016).  A railroad line was extended from the coastal 
city of Oceanside to Escondido in 1887 because the ELTC needed to move their agricultural 
products.  The ELTC was influential in getting the town incorporated in 1888 and drilled several 
wells to provide water for the surrounding farms and new city.  In 1887, the Escondido Irrigation 
District was formed to build the Lake Wohlford dam and reservoir.  Later, the district was 
reorganized and named the Escondido Mutual Water Company (Moyer 1969). 

The grape harvest in Escondido was historically plentiful and to celebrate, the city began 
an annual Grape Day celebration on September 9, 1908.  Visitors came from all over and stayed 
in the Escondido Hotel, centrally located on Grand Avenue, which was the main shopping street.  
In the 1950s, the city experienced a building boom.  Highway 396 linked Escondido to San Diego, 
making the city a good choice for commuters.  Around this time, many agriculture fields previously 
dedicated to citrus and grapes were developed into subdivisions to house workers in the defense 
industry.  In 1960, the lemon packing house, previously famed to be the largest facility of its kind 
in the world, closed its doors.  Citrus fields gave way to more subdivisions and some were 
converted into avocado crops (Fark 2016).  Escondido can still be described as a commuter city.  
It has some fame because of the San Diego Zoo Safari Park, breweries, wineries, the auto mall, 
and the California Center for the Arts, Escondido, which was constructed in 1994. 
 
IV. METHODS AND RESULTS 

 
Archival Research 
 Records relating to the ownership and developmental history of this property were sought 
with a view to not only fulfill the requirements of this report, but to identify any associated historic 
or architectural significance.  Records located at the BFSA research library, those of the San Diego 
Assessor/Recorder/County Clerk, and the Escondido History Center were consulted.  Title records 
for the property were also obtained.  Sanborn Fire Insurance maps were not available for the 
property.  Appendix D contains maps of the property, including a general location map, historic 
and current USGS maps, Sanborn Fire Insurance maps, and the original subdivision maps. 
 
History of Escondido Hospitals 

The first facility in Escondido to act as a hospital was Sanitario del Penasco, also known 
as the Rock Ledge Sanitarium (Plate 1).  This hospital building was constructed in 1913 for Dr. 
Jessie B. Dodds of Chicago who, upon visiting her sister in Escondido, “saw the need for a 
sanitarium in this city without a hospital” (Perkins 1971).  Dr. Dodds “was superintendent of the 
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Women’s Department of the Northwestern College in Chicago for over two years and after coming 
to California she took a three months’ post graduate course” allowing her to “practice in all 
departments of medicine” in California (Times-Advocate 1913).  Although the building was to 
serve as a medical facility, Dr. Dodds did not admit “any contagious cases in the hospital,” nor 
were patients with tuberculosis accepted (Times-Advocate 1913).  The primary purpose of the 
facility was to serve “convalescents and those compelled to undergo long medical treatment or 
operations” (Times-Advocate 1913).  The sanitarium officially opened in February 1914 (Perkins 
1971) and featured 21 private rooms, each with running hot and cold water and electricity.  Many 
of the rooms also featured outdoor balconies and a solarium was located on the roof (Times-
Advocate 1913).  

 
 

Dr. Dodds and her husband Dr. Robert Dodds were the primary physicians at the 
sanitarium.  Osteopathic physician Mary A. Arthur served on the sanitarium staff and 
hydrotherapy, electrotherapy, and osteopathic treatments were conducted.  Local residents of the 
community were accepted for emergency and outpatient services (Perkins 1971).  Dr. Jessie Dodds 
operated the building as a sanitarium until 1918.  In February of that year, however, she 
transformed it into a “resting place” and renamed the building the “Rest Awhile Inn” (Times-
Advocate 1918a).  Despite no longer being a sanitarium, local residents still utilized the facility as 
an outpatient surgery and emergency room (Times-Advocate 1918b, 1918c).  Dr. Robert Dodds 
passed away in 1919 (Times-Advocate 1919a).  

In 1920, a Mr. and Mrs. C.F. Gilmore of Los Angeles arrived at the facility “to remain 
several months in charge of Rest-awhile Inn,” and during their stay, the facility was not open to 
the public (Times-Advocate 1920).  In 1921, Mr. and Mrs. F.L. Ebbets purchased the facility, 
transforming it into a private residence that the couple named Vale View Villa (Times-Advocate 
1921a).  They later opened the building as the Vale View Ranch Inn (Times-Advocate 1921b), 

Plate 1: Rock Ledge Sanitarium in 1913.  (Photograph courtesy of Jim Dixon) 
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until C.C. Ingram purchased it in 1930.  Although Ingram intended to keep the inn running (Times-
Advocate 1930), it is not mentioned in newspaper articles again until 1931, when all of the furniture 
was auctioned off (Times-Advocate 1931a). 

With the transformation of the sanitarium into an inn, Escondido no longer had a dedicated 
medical facility.  As such, a new hospital was opened in June 1924 in a second floor “double 
apartment” at 143 West Grand Avenue (Times-Advocate 1924a, 1928a) (Plate 2).  The “Escondido 
Hospital” was owned and managed by Joseph E. McKinney, who later that year partnered with 
W.H. Hermes.  When the hospital first opened it only had one nurse, Margaret Hooper (Times-
Advocate 1924b), and the capacity to house 12 patients (Times-Advocate 1928b).  In September 
1925, Hooper accepted a position in Los Angeles and was replaced by “Miss Catherine Erbie, of 
San Diego, and Miss Ruth Honsberger, of the Fresno county hospital” (Times-Advocate 1924c).  
 Only a year after the hospital opened, Hermes took over operation of the facility, stating in 
an advertisement that “J.E. McKinney is no longer connected with this hospital in any capacity” 
(Times-Advocate 1925a).  The reason for the split was likely financial as a year later, four 
physicians “appeared before the board of directors of the chamber of commerce and asked for help 
in keeping the institution open as a public benefit for all of San Diego” (Times-Advocate 1926a).  
At that time, approximately five hundred dollars was needed from the city’s charity fund “to put 
the hospital on its feet.”  The board of directors voted to launch a drive that would create a fund 
for the hospital after it repaid the money contributed by the charity fund (Times-Advocate 1926a). 

A committee was formed to organize a benefit for the hospital and “Hospital Day” was 
planned for April 7, 1926.  During the event, a rummage sale was staged on Grand Avenue and a 
circus show, Robinson & Schilder Shows (Plate 3), put on two shows on the lot adjoining Grape 
Day Park.  Individuals contributed money and each bank in Escondido donated five dollars (Times-
Advocate 1926b).  Although the event successfully raised money for the hospital, additional 
campaigning was done later in the year that included donations for the purchase of Grape Day 
Festival decorations for the hospital (Times-Advocate 1926d).  Additional door-to-door canvasing 
was conducted for cash, bed linens, or other items for use in the hospital (Times-Advocate 1926e). 

Despite all of these fundraising efforts, in 1931, a delegation made up of Drs. C.A.S. 
Kemper and E.E. Dotson; city council members Dean Howell, Graham Humphrey, and W.H. 
Uhlmeyer; and President of the Chamber of Commerce Percy Evans went to the San Diego County 
Board of Supervisors to request that the County aid in funding the hospital or adopt it as an 
auxiliary to the San Diego County Hospital.  The Board of Supervisors referred the issue to the 
San Diego County Hospital board (Times-Advocate 1931b), but county funding or adoption of the 
facility as an auxiliary appear to not have come to fruition.   

In 1932, the “Escondido Hospital” (see Plate 2) was planned to be relocated into the former 
Rock Ledge Sanitarium, was shut down, and the building then used as private offices for two 
hospital doctors (Times-Advocate 1932).  However, relocation seems not to have occurred, as in 
1933, the R.V.B. Lincoln building at 123 South Broadway, previously an egg and poultry business 
(Ebeling 1962), was being converted for use as the new Escondido Community Hospital (Plate 4). 
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Plate 3: Robinson & Schilder Shows advertisement. 
(Advertisement courtesy of Times-Advocate 1926c) 

Plate 4: Escondido Community Hospital at 123 South Broadway. 
(Photograph courtesy of Ebeling 1962) 
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The new Escondido Community Hospital was to be operated by Elizabeth Martin, who 
relocated from a sanitarium in Anaheim, California (Times-Advocate 1933a).  The hospital was 
furnished with equipment donated by the community members, including Mrs. A.W. Wohlford, 
Mr. and Mrs. Dean Howell, Mrs. Sue A. McLennan, and Mrs. W.R. Blake (Times-Advocate 
1933b).  Although the staff saw their first patient on October 3, 1933 (Times-Advocate 1934a), the 
facility formally opened on October 27, 1933 (Times-Advocate 1933c). 

Only six months after the formal opening, the R.V.B. Lincoln building at 123 South 
Broadway was expanded via a kitchen addition to make more room for patients (Times-Advocate 
1934b).  In the first year of business, the Escondido Community Hospital treated 271 patients 
(Times-Advocate 1934a).  In 1937, the facility housed “five or six nurses” and 14 patient beds 
(Times-Advocate 1937a).  A “cast room” was added in 1938 “just outside the main hospital 
building” to be used “for emergency treatment or treatment for injuries following accidents” 
(Times-Advocate 1938a).  A separate birthing hospital, the Escondido Maternity Hospital, was 
opened at 324 West 13th Avenue in 1937 (Times-Advocate 1937b).  It had been renamed the 
“Escondido Maternity Home” by 1939 (Times-Advocate 1939a). 

By 1939, the Escondido Community Hospital had joined the Hospital Council of Southern 
California, now the Healthcare Association of Southern California (HASC), as one of 52 southern 
California institutions.  In 1938, the council “launched the Associated Hospital Service of Southern 
California which made ‘group hospitalization’ available to the public on a monthly payment basis” 
(Times-Advocate 1939a).  Individuals and families that subscribed to the Associated Hospital 
Service were given “the first opportunity to enroll under the Medical Plan of California Physicians 
Service” (Times-Advocate 1939a), “otherwise known as Blue Cross Plans” (HASC 2016). 

Although the Escondido Community Hospital was not plagued by the same funding issues 
as the previous Escondido Hospital at 143 Grand Avenue, by 1939, the building was considered 
too small and outdated for the community’s needs.  Letters from doctors who worked at the facility 
revealed:  

 
[A]s many as 25 patients were treated in the small building at one time.  There was 
barely room for nurses and doctors to get between the beds.  An emergency 
operation had to be done on a stretcher in the bathroom; a mother who was delivered 
of a baby had to be left on the table all night until someone was sent home to make 
room for her; a mental case was placed near other patients while a policeman stood 
outside the door all night; the nursery was so crowded and cribs so scarce that paste 
board boxes were used as beds.  (Ebeling 1962)  
 

That year, the president of the chamber of commerce recommended that “[e]fforts to obtain a new 
hospital building to be managed by the same capable staff as that in charge of Escondido 
Community Hospital” (Times-Advocate 1939b) be one of the principal objectives for the year. 
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The yearly “Hospital Day” fundraiser also became a day to visit the local hospitals, the 
Escondido Maternity House included, for an open house.  Instead of focusing upon fundraising, 
the event was intended to provide the community with a chance to view the facilities and learn 
about their operations (Times-Advocate 1939c).  

Since its opening in 1933, the year 1939 was the “biggest year” for the Escondido 
Community Hospital.  A total of 92 babies were born at the facility, 303 patients were confined to 
the hospital, and 102 accident cases were treated (Times-Advocate 1940).  In 1944, the hospital 
was added to the American Register of Hospitals by the Council on Medical Education and 
Hospitals (Times-Advocate 1944). 

In response to the north county community’s need for a “new, modern hospital” (Times-
Advocate 1945a), the Escondido Valley Hospital Association was formed in March 1945.  Its board 
of directors had 24 members with representation from Escondido, Fallbrook, Julian, Poway, 
Ramona, Rancho Santa Fe, San Marcos, San Pasqual, Valley Center, and Vista.  The board was to 
be elected annually, and anyone who contributed five dollars or more to the hospital building fund 
was eligible for election (Times-Advocate 1945a). 
 The original proposed cost of the “new, modern hospital” (Times-Advocate 1945a) was 
$150,000.  The goal was to construct a “completely equipped” facility with “30 beds which may 
be expanded to 50 beds” (Times-Advocate 1945a).  The facility was to be a “non-profit hospital of 
northern San Diego county … [and a] non-sectarian project” owned and operated by the Escondido 
Valley Hospital Association (Times-Advocate 1945a).   
 A hospital campaign headquarters was established at 218 East Grand Avenue on March 
29, 1945, headed by co-chairmen Homer Heller and Harry Carroll.  In May 1945, the association 
announced that in order to commemorate Victory in Europe Day, the new hospital would be named 
the Palomar Memorial Hospital.  The hospital would “be dedicated to the boys who have given 
their lives in the service of their country” and a monument would be built inscribed with the 
“names of all service men and women in northern San Diego county who have at the close of the 
war given their lives to their country” (Times-Advocate 1945b).  By that time, the building fund 
had reached almost $100,000 (Times-Advocate 1945b). 

The community came together and raised beyond the $150,000 goal by August 1945 
(Ebeling 1962).  Originally, the site proposed for the hospital was to be donated by the Grape Day 
Park Association and was located “near the Junction of North Broadway and Highway 395” 
(Times-Advocate 1945a).  Later that year, however, the board voted to purchase a “hill site” at the 
junction of Grand Avenue and Valley Boulevard (now Valley Parkway) from Stewart W. 
Henderson (Times-Advocate 1945c). 
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History of the Property: Ownership and Development 
555 East Valley Parkway 

The “hill site” at the junction of Grand Avenue and Valley Parkway (previously Valley 
Boulevard), where Palomar Memorial Hospital was eventually constructed, was originally the 
location of the Escondido Hotel, which was built in 1886 (Los Angeles Times 1886) by the ELTC 
(Perkins 1966) (Plate 5; Figure 10 in Appendix C).  Dora P. Henderson became the proprietor of 
the hotel after arriving in Escondido from St. Paul, Minnesota with her husband Joseph in 1890.  
Joseph Henderson, an osteopathic and homeopathic physician, moved to Berkeley in 1906 
(Oakland Tribune 1929), leaving Dora and their son Stewart to manage the hotel.  Dora Henderson 
moved to Berkeley in 1918 (Times-Advocate 1942) and Stewart Henderson was the assistant 
manager of the Escondido Hotel until 1919 (Times-Advocate 1919b), when he left to operate a 
goat ranch in Martinez, California (Times-Advocate 1919b).   
 

 
 

 
In 1923, the Hendersons sold the hotel property to Alfred Z. Taft, Jr. (Plate 6).  Taft was 

president of Taft Realty & Investment Co. and the Hollywood Investment Company, both of which 
were located in Hollywood (Times-Advocate 1923a, 1924d) and owned the Buena Ranch in 
Escondido.  As Taft had an interest in helping Escondido grow, he purchased 20,000 shares of 
water stock in Escondido and was purchasing other areas of the city for future development.  By 

Plate 5: The Escondido Hotel in 1886. 
(Photograph courtesy of Los Angeles Times 1886) 
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the time Taft purchased the land containing the hotel, the hotel 
itself was already defunct and being referred to as the “old 
Escondido hotel” (Times-Advocate 1923b).  It does not appear 
that Taft made any attempts to revive the hotel and after years 
of being vacant, “the old Escondido hotel, the scene of the 
gatherings of the elite of this city in former days, an old 
landmark of this city” was demolished in 1925, “leaving a 
vacancy on the site, but retaining a memory for those who 
have enjoyed the fine affairs staged there in former years” 
(Times-Advocate 1925b). 

Taft appears to have lost or sold the property, as in 
1929, Stewart Henderson purchased it from the Union Trust 
Company of San Diego.  A few months later, Joseph 
Henderson passed away in Berkeley (Oakland Tribune 
1929).  Stewart Henderson did not utilize the land, however, 
and the property remained vacant until “the Henderson 

hilltop” was chosen as the new hospital site in 1945.  In June 1945, Henderson offered to sell the 
property to the Escondido Valley Hospital Association for $12,965.  “The price of the property 
was set not on the value of the land, but rather on numerology, the study of numbers.  Henderson, 
a numerologist, arrived on the price thru the meaning of the numbers 12965” (Ebeling 1962). 

Although the funds needed to construct the new hospital had been acquired by August 
1945: 

 
[T]he directors decided to continue the fundraising campaign to $200,000 for 
possible purchase of the property.  It was also to insure a sum necessary for an 
adequate first year operating fund … In late 1945 the property was appraised at 
more than $40,000.  Now believing that there were ample funds to construct the 
hospital, the board engaged an architect to prepare plans.  (Ebeling 1962)   

 
In October 1945, the Escondido Valley Hospital Association board of directors voted to empower 
the architectural committee, comprised of Walter Ross, Darwin M. Ting, and Burnet C. Wohlford, 
to make a contract with architects Louis C. Dixon and Lee B. Kline to design the new hospital 
plans (Times-Advocate 1945d).  “After several months the plans were approved by the board and 
the medical profession.  State approval of the plans was necessary.  This required six to eight 
months” (Ebeling 1962).   

Louis Charles (sometimes recorded as “Carlton”) Dixon was born on June 8, 1907 in 
Caldwell, Kansas to Raymond Thomas and Faith Merel (née Seeber) Dixon.  By circa 1911, the 
Dixons were living in Santa Ana, California, where Raymond Dixon was “head of the Dixon Pump 
works manufacturing concern” (Santa Ana Register 1940).  Louis Dixon attended Santa Ana High 

Plate 6: Alfred Taft. 
(Photograph courtesy of  

Los Angeles Herald 1909) 
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School and went to college at the University of Southern California (Santa Ana Register 1933). 
In 1933, Dixon worked for Christian E. Choate as an associate architect, where he helped 

remodel the American Legion Armory building “on Birch street between Third and Fourth streets” 
in Santa Ana (Santa Ana Register 1933).  In 1935, Dixon remodeled the second floor for Rankin’s 
Department Store at “Fourth Street and Sycamore” in Santa Ana with R. Curtiss Bowman (Santa 
Ana Register 1935).  Based upon directory and census records, Dixon moved to Los Angeles after 
1936 and in 1940, was employed by architect H.L. Gogerty.  Also by 1940, Dixon had married 
Vera Anna (sometimes recorded as “Ann”) Pursley (Ancestry.com 2013a).  In 1944, Dixon 
designed a “rural community medical center” with Samuel E. Lunden, which won first prize in the 
Modern Hospital magazine architectural competition (Hanford Morning Journal 1944).  

Lee Benjamin Kline was born on February 2, 1914 in Renton, Washington to Abraham 
McCubbin and Pearl Enfield (née Davidson) Kline.  In 1936, Kline married Martha Louise 
Stiglmeier, with whom he had two children.  Kline attended the University of Southern California, 
where he served as the President of the College of Architecture (Ancestry.com 2010).  From 1955 
until at least 1997, Kline and his family lived in a house he designed at 5160 Oakwood Avenue in 
La Cañada Flintridge, Los Angeles County, California (Michelson 2018a). 

Kline worked as an architect in Los Angeles with Louis Dixon (as the architectural firm 
Dixon & Kline [Times-Advocate 1948]) and Boyd Georgi before establishing his own firm, Kline, 
Lee B., Architect, which, “[a]t its height … had 19 employees” (Michelson 2018b).  Kline served 
as Pasadena Chapter President of the American Institute of Architects in 1957 (Independent Star 
1957), and in 1964, served as an officer of the Architectural Guild, “a support group for the USC 
[University of Southern California] school of architecture and fine arts” (Van Nuys News 1964).  
Kline was contracted as the architect for a number of school buildings in southern California 
(Times-Advocate 1949a; Los Angeles Times 1955, 1969; Snyder 1971): 
 

• Elementary school at Thirteenth Avenue and Redwood Street in Escondido in 1949; 
• Two schools in Westminster, Orange County in 1955; 
• Elementary school to replace Arroyo Seco School in Pasadena in 1969; and 
• St. Francis High School gymnasium in La Cañada Flintridge in 1971. 

 
Kline and Georgi received honor awards “for their design of the Arthur A. Noyes School in 
Altadena” in November 1957 (Pasadena Independent 1957).  Additional projects designed by 
Kline include a 1,770-square-foot home for Henry and Nancy Greenhood in Los Angeles and a 
factory for the Electric Tool and Supply Company at East Vernon Avenue in Vernon, California 
(Michelson 2018c). 

Although Dixon and Kline were contracted to serve as the architects for the Palomar 
Memorial Hospital (Times-Advocate 1945e), as they were “best suited to give the best service and 
supervision” (Carroll 1945), Dixon died on February 23, 1948, a year before ground was broken 
on the hospital and Kline continued to work independently (Times-Advocate 1948a).  Kline’s work 
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on the hospital was praised by the “engineering consultant for the state department of public 
health,” Arthur L. Rathburn, who stated “Lee B. Kline, your architect, is one of the best in the 
business when it comes to small hospitals” (Times-Advocate 1950a).  Kline died on June 1, 2007 
in Los Olivos, Santa Barbara County (Michelson 2018b). 
 On August 30, 1946, the Escondido Valley Hospital Association board of directors 
received approval from the Civilian Production Board to build the hospital; approval from the State 
of California was anticipated within a few days.  The plans were put on display for public viewing 
at “the new location of ‘Eddie and Lloyd – The Men’s Shop’ next to hospital headquarters in the 
Heller Arcade building” (Times-Advocate 1946). 
 In November 1946, the Hill-Burton Act (also known as the Hospital Survey and 
Construction Act) was passed by congress.  The bill provided federal grants to states for the 
construction of hospitals and other health care facilities “on the basis of one dollar for two raised 
locally” (Ebeling 1962).  Another “bill to match the federal funds on the same basis, that of one 
dollar for two” (Ebeling 1962) was also passed by the State of California.  In order to qualify for 
the state funds, however, the association was required to form a legal district encompassing the 
proposed hospital.  According to an article in the Times-Advocate:   

 
The board unanimously voted to seek formation of such a district covering a 
distance of 25 miles or one hour’s ride to the new Palomar Memorial Hospital.  The 
district would be classified as an area hospital and would be governed by a board 
of five directors elected from within the district.  The district was to be known as 
the Northern San Diego County Hospital District.  Area voters approved formation 
of the district in 1948.  (Ebeling 1962) 

 
By October 1948, both the federal and state funds for Palomar Memorial Hospital were 

approved and construction on the building was expected to begin after January 1, 1949 (Times-
Advocate 1948b).  In February 1949, contractors submitted bids for the now $480,000 Palomar 
Memorial Hospital.  The hospital was planned to be a “37-bed unit with nine bassinets in the 
nursery.”  Roderick J. McLeod, the Northern San Diego County Hospital District consultant, 
termed the building a “small general hospital” that would treat everything except for tuberculosis, 
psychiatric cases, or “other diseases where the county has facilities such as wards in which to place 
those who have contracted contageous diseases” (Times-Advocate 1949b). 

The general contractor chosen for the construction of the new Palomar Memorial Hospital 
was Vistendahl, Inc. of La Jolla with the lowest bid of $308,900 (Times-Advocate 1949c).  Others 
chosen for the project include structural engineers Brandow and Johnston, mechanical engineer 
R.G. Ojeda, electrical engineer Fred Pierson, and color consultant Ferne Irwin (Creighton 1952).  
After receiving approval of all bids by the state and federal governments (Times-Advocate 1949d), 
a small groundbreaking ceremony was held on March 24, 1949 (Times-Advocate 1949e).   
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The building was completed in early February 1950 and dedicated on Sunday, February 
12, 1950 (Times-Advocate 1950b) (Plate 7).  “More than 3,000 people jammed the area in front of 
the hospital at 2 p.m., Sunday, after 2,000 more had toured the Northern San Diego County hospital 
district’s institution during the morning and continued in the afternoon” (Times-Advocate 1950c).  
During the ceremony 20 doctors, 10 associates, and three consulting physicians who would be 
working in the hospital were introduced (Times-Advocate 1950c).  The public-owned hospital 
opened that next Thursday, on February 16, 1950.  The first birth and first death to occur at the 
hospital both happened a day later on February 17, 1950.  The child born was the daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Claude D. Lewis.  The death was that of 26-year-old Mrs. Virginia Louise Ellison (Times-
Advocate 1950d). 

A description of the finished hospital building was provided in a November 1952 
publication of Progressive Architecture, which also includes the only known copy of the original 
plans (see Appendix B): 
 

At present, it is a 37-bed hospital, plus nursery [Plate 8] and outpatient facilities.  
Eventual plans – and the size of the surgery, kitchen, outpatient department, 
laundry, and boiler room – anticipate future expansion to 50 beds. 
 
Built on top of a hillock, with agreeable views in every direction, the hospital is on 
a cruciform plan.  The maternity suite occupies the southwest wing; the surgical 
and medical nursing unit is in the north-west wing; the southeast wing contains the 
entrance lobby, business office, outpatient department, and operating rooms [Plate 
9]; while the main kitchen and staff dining room constitute the short wing to the 
northeast.  Beneath the kitchen area is a storage basement, which, due to the ground 
slope, extends at this level in an abovegrade wing housing the laundry and 
mechanical-equipment room [Plate 10].  Future additions will extend in a north-
westerly direction from both of the nursing-unit wings.  
 
Construction consists of reinforced concrete foundations, reinforced brick walls, 
and [a] wood-framed roof.  The lower level of the two-story portion of the building 
(under the kitchen wing) is of reinforced concrete construction.  Sash [windows] 
are of steel and floors are either terrazzo or asphalt tile over reinforced concrete. 
 
Acoustic tile is used on corridor ceilings; walls, other than where tile wainscots 
occur, are painted plaster.  Thermal insulation is provided by wool-type batts, and 
in the reflective values derived from white marble chips used on the roof.   
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• City of Escondido Criterion 4: 
The historic resource is a site of significant historic events.   
 

• City of Escondido Criterion 5: 
The historic resource is 50 years old or has achieved historical significance within the 
past 50 years.  
 

• City of Escondido Criterion 6: 
The historic resource is an important key focal point in the visual quality or character 
of a neighborhood, street, area, or district. 
 

• City of Escondido Criterion 7: 
The historic resource is one of the few remaining examples in the city possessing 
distinguishing characteristics of an architectural type. 

 
• City of Escondido Criterion 8: 

The historic resource is a sign that is exemplary of technology, craftsmanship, or design 
of the period when it was constructed and used historical sign materials and is not 
significantly altered.  

 
• City of Escondido Criterion 9: 

The historic resource is a sign that is integrated into the architecture of the building, 
such as the sign pylons on buildings constructed in the Modern style and later styles.  

 
• City of Escondido Criterion 10: 

The historic resource is a sign that demonstrates extraordinary aesthetic quality, 
creativity, or innovation.  
 

• City of Escondido Criterion 11: 
The historic resource is an Escondido landscape feature that is associated with an event 
or person of historical significance to the community or warrants special recognition 
due to size, condition, uniqueness, or aesthetic qualities.  
 

• City of Escondido Criterion 12: 
The historic resource is an archaeological site that has yielded, or may be likely to yield, 
information important in prehistory.  
 

• City of Escondido Criterion 13: 
The historic resource has an outstanding rating of the criteria used to evaluate local 
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register requests.  
 
City of Escondido Register Evaluation 

• City of Escondido Criterion 1: 
As stated previously in the CRHR Criterion 2 evaluation, the 555 East Valley Parkway, 
451-453 East Valley Parkway, 624 East Grand Avenue, 640-660 East Grand Avenue, 
and 121-141 North Fig Street buildings are not associated with a person or persons who 
significantly contributed to the culture, history, prehistory, or development of the city 
of Escondido, the region, the state, or the nation.  Therefore, the buildings are not 
eligible for designation under City of Escondido Criterion 1.  

 
• City of Escondido Criterion 2: 

As stated previously in the CRHR Criterion 3 evaluation, the 555 East Valley Parkway, 
451-453 East Valley Parkway, 624 East Grand Avenue, and 640-660 East Grand 
Avenue buildings do not embody distinguishing characteristics of an architectural type 
or specimen, nor are they representative of a recognized architect’s work.  The 121-
141 North Fig Street building, however, was designed by Russell Forester, a recognized 
architect, in the International style and has not been modified since its completion in 
1965.  All of the other buildings within the project have either been extensively 
modified or, in the case of the 660 East Grand Avenue building, do not embody 
distinguishing characteristics of an architectural type or specimen that would constitute 
placement on the City of Escondido Register (see CRHR Criterion 3 evaluation, 
above).  Therefore, while the 121-141 North Fig Street building is eligible for 
designation under City of Escondido Criterion 2, the 555 East Valley Parkway, 451-
453 East Valley Parkway, 624 East Grand Avenue, and 640-660 East Grand Avenue 
buildings are not.   
 

• City of Escondido Criterion 3:  
The 555 East Valley Parkway, 451-453 East Valley Parkway, 624 East Grand Avenue, 
640-660 East Grand Avenue, and 121-141 North Fig Street buildings are not connected 
with a business or use that was once common but is now rare.  The 555 East Valley 
Parkway, 624 East Grand Avenue, 640-660 East Grand Avenue, and 121 North Fig 
Street buildings are all associated with medical offices and hospitals, which is not 
considered rare.  The 451-453 East Grand Avenue building is primarily associated with 
automobile sales and service, as well as a used clothing store.  Neither of these business 
types are currently considered rare.  Therefore, none of the buildings are eligible for 
designation under City of Escondido Criterion 3.  
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• City of Escondido Criterion 4: 
The 555 East Valley Parkway, 451-453 East Valley Parkway, 624 East Grand Avenue, 
640-660 East Grand Avenue, and 121-141 North Fig Street properties are not the sites 
of any known significant historic events, and therefore, are not eligible for designation 
under City of Escondido Criterion 4.  
 

• City of Escondido Criterion 5: 
The 1959 Adams Medical Wing addition of the 555 East Valley Parkway building, the 
451-453 East Valley Parkway building, the 624 East Grand Avenue building, the 640-
660 East Grand Avenue building, and the 121-141 North Fig Street building are all 
over 50 years of age.  Therefore, these buildings are eligible for designation under City 
of Escondido Criterion 5. 
 

• City of Escondido Criterion 6: 
The 555 East Valley Parkway building can be considered a key focal point of the 
neighborhood.  However, the portions of the building that can be seen from the 
downtown East Grand Avenue and East Valley Parkway thoroughfares (the 1972 
McLeod Tower addition and the 1990 south wing addition) are not historic.  The 451-
453 East Valley Parkway, 624 East Grand Avenue, 640-660 East Grand Avenue, and 
121-141 North Fig Street buildings cannot be considered key focal points of the 
neighborhood.  Therefore, the buildings are not eligible for designation under City of 
Escondido Criterion 6.  

 
• City of Escondido Criterion 7: 

The 555 East Valley Parkway, 451-453 East Valley Parkway, 624 East Grand Avenue, 
640-660 East Grand Avenue, and 121-141 North Fig Street buildings are not remaining 
examples in the city possessing distinguishing characteristics of any architectural type.  
Contemporary- and International-style structures were extremely common in the 1950s 
and 1960s and are still prevalent throughout Escondido (examples of some of the 
Contemporary- and International-style structures located within Escondido are 
provided in Table 7).  Therefore, the buildings are not eligible for designation under 
City of Escondido Criterion 7.  
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Table 7 
Contemporary- and International-Style Structures Located in Escondido 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
• City of Escondido Criterion 8: 

No historic signage is located within the 555 East Valley Parkway, 451-453 East Valley 
Parkway, 624 East Grand Avenue, 640-660 East Grand Avenue, or 121-141 North Fig 
Street properties.  Therefore, the buildings are not eligible for designation under City 
of Escondido Criterion 8. 
 

• City of Escondido Criterion 9: 
No signage is associated with the 555 East Valley Parkway, 451-453 East Valley 
Parkway, 624 East Grand Avenue, 640-660 East Grand Avenue, or 121-141 North Fig 
Street properties that has been integrated into the architecture of any of the buildings.  
In addition, the only signage present within the project, located on the 555 East Valley 
Parkway property, is not historic.  Therefore, the buildings are not eligible for 
designation under City of Escondido Criterion 9. 
 

• City of Escondido Criterion 10: 
None of the signage present on the 555 East Valley Parkway property is historic and 
none of the other properties possess any signage.  Therefore, the buildings are not 
eligible for designation under City of Escondido Criterion 10. 
 

• City of Escondido Criterion 11: 
The 555 East Valley Parkway, 451-453 East Valley Parkway, 624 East Grand Avenue, 
640-660 East Grand Avenue, and 121-141 North Fig Street buildings are not landscape 
features, and therefore, are not eligible for designation under City of Escondido 

Contemporary International 

440 South Broadway 207 Pennsylvania Avenue 
510 West Valley Parkway 609 South Escondido Boulevard 

1638 and 1640 East Grand Avenue 350 West Fifth Street 
101-109 Fernwood Avenue 122 East Fourth Avenue 

132 and 134 Fernwood Avenue 480 Quince Street 
122 and 124 Fernwood Avenue 506 Washington 

1727 and 1729 East Grand Avenue 1029 North Broadway 
1734 and 1736 East Grand Avenue 1010-1060 East Washington 

1817 East Grand Avenue 1070 East Washington 
911 East Grand Avenue 1120 East Washington 

1605-1647 East Grand Avenue 145 North Escondido Boulevard 
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Criterion 11.  
 

• City of Escondido Criterion 12: 
The 555 East Valley Parkway, 451-453 East Valley Parkway, 624 East Grand Avenue, 
640-660 East Grand Avenue, and 121-141 North Fig Street buildings do not constitute 
an archaeological site that has yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important 
in prehistory.  Therefore, the buildings are not eligible for designation under City of 
Escondido Criterion 12.   

 
• City of Escondido Criterion 13: 

The 555 East Valley Parkway, 451-453 East Valley Parkway, 624 East Grand Avenue, 
640-660 East Grand Avenue, and 121-141 North Fig Street buildings do not have an 
outstanding rating of the criteria used to evaluate local register requests, and therefore, 
are not eligible for designation under City of Escondido Criterion 13. 
 

VI. FINDINGS AND CONCLUSIONS 
 
The assessment of the 555 East Valley Parkway, 451-453 East Valley Parkway, 624 East 

Grand Avenue, and 640-660 East Grand Avenue buildings has concluded that their original 
historical and architectural characteristics are not exemplary in any way.  The 555 East Valley 
Parkway, 451-453 East Valley Parkway, 624 East Grand Avenue, and 640-660 East Grand Avenue 
buildings were not found to be architecturally or historically significant under any CRHR criteria 
and only meet City of Escondido Criterion 5 due to their historic age.  However, none of the 
buildings are associated with any historically significant persons or events, and all associations 
with any important designers or craftsmen have been negatively affected by changes made to the 
buildings subsequent to their original construction.  Although the 555 East Valley Parkway, 451-
453 East Valley Parkway, 624 East Grand Avenue, and 640-660 East Grand Avenue buildings 
have never been considered noteworthy, representative examples of a specific architectural type, 
period, or method of construction, their modifications also impacted their original architectural 
integrity.  

The 451-453 East Valley Parkway building was previously included in the Escondido 
Historic Architectural Survey (completed in 1990 [AEGIS 1990] and updated in 2001), is listed  
in the HRI, and is located within the Downtown Historic District; however, it is not a listed historic 
property on the state or local registers and, due to its overall loss of integrity, it is not considered 
individually significant under any state or local criteria, nor is it considered eligible for listing as 
a contributing structure to the Downtown Historic District.  In addition, because the Downtown 
Specific Plan does not include themes, property types, or criteria for eligibility, it is unclear under 
what criteria the 451-453 East Valley Parkway building was determined locally “significant” 
during the 1990 survey (AEGIS 1990).  Therefore, the building is not considered a “historic 
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resource” as defined by Section 33-790 of the Escondido Municipal Code.  Removal of the 555 
East Valley Parkway, 451-453 East Valley Parkway, 624 East Grand Avenue, and 640-660 East 
Grand Avenue buildings from the Downtown Historic District will not pose a negative impact 
upon the history or the overall character of the surrounding neighborhood and will not result in 
any cumulative impact to the historic context of the district.   

The 121-141 North Fig Street building was designed by Russell Forester, a recognized 
architect, in the International style and it has not been modified since its completion in 1965.  The 
building is characterized as a good representation of the International style designed by a 
recognized architect.  Therefore, the 121-141 North Fig Street building is eligible for listing on the 
CRHR under Criterion 3 and the City of Escondido Register under City of Escondido Criteria 2 
and 5.  Because the building is planned for demolition as part of the proposed Palomar Health 
Downtown Campus and Medical Offices Project, it is recommended that the building be relocated, 
if feasible.  If relocation is not feasible, it is recommended that Level I or II HABS documentation 
(or equivalent) be conducted in order to achieve mitigation by thoroughly documenting the 
resource prior to its demolition using the guidelines provided by the National Park Service.  A 
summary of proposed findings and mitigation measures are provided in Table 8. 
 

Table 8 
Summary of Findings and Proposed Mitigation Measures 

 
APN(s) Address Significance 

Evaluation 
Impact 

Assessment 
Mitigation 
Measures 

229-450-06 555 East  
Valley Parkway Not significant under 

any CRHR or City of 
Escondido criteria 

Impacted 

None 

229-442-01 451-453 East  
Valley Parkway 

229-442-18 456 East  
Grand Avenue 

Does not meet the 
minimum age threshold 

to be considered a 
historic structure;  

not evaluated  

230-163-04 624 East  
Grand Avenue Not significant under 

any CRHR or City of 
Escondido criteria 230-163-03 

660 East  
Grand Avenue 
640-646 East  

Grand Avenue 

230-163-02; 
760-169-27 

121-141  
North Fig Street 

Eligible for listing on 
the CRHR under 

Criterion 3 and the City 
of Escondido local 

register under City of 
Escondido Criteria 2 

and 5 

Preservation or  
Level I or II HABS 
documentation prior 

to demolition 
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Hermes.  19 February:4.  Escondido, California. 
 
1925b Escondido Landmark Gone; Not Forgotten.  28 May:4.  Escondido, California. 
 
1926a To Stage Drive for Hospital.  15 January:1.  Escondido, California. 
 
1926b Hospital Day is Tomorrow.  6 April:1.  Escondido, California. 
 
1926c Robinson & Schilder Shows, Escondido; Wednesday, April 7, Benefit of Escondido 

Hospital Fund.  2 April:4.  Escondido, California. 
 
1926d Money Contributed for Hospital Decorations.  10 September:8.  Escondido, California. 
 
1926e Miss Larrabee to Solicit for Escondido Hospital.  6 November:2.  Escondido, 

California. 
 
1928a Wohlfords Buy Hospital Bldg.  25 October:1.  Escondido, California. 
 
1928b Vista Press Cooperates in Escondido Hospital Drive.  7 December:6.  Escondido, 

California. 
 
1930 New Owner Will Build and Plant.  31 March:1.  Escondido, California. 
 
1931a Auction: Vale View Ranch.  4 September:8.  Escondido, California. 
 
1931b County Aid for Hospital Asked.  22 May:12.  Escondido, California. 
 
1932 Hospital Open Within a Month.  7 January:3.  Escondido, California. 
 
1933a New Hospital Will Be Open Soon, Report.  29 September:8.  Escondido, California. 
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1933b  Furnish Rooms for Hospital.  2 October:1.  Escondido, California. 
 
1933c Many Visit New Hospital.  28 October:1.  Escondido, California.  
 
1934a Great Need Served Here by Hospital.  1 October:1.  Escondido, California. 
 
1934b Local Hospital Being Enlarged.  27 April:1.  Escondido, California. 
 
1935a Advertisement: … New Willys “77” Agency Opened Today!  11 February:1.  

Escondido, California. 
 
1935b New Firm in New Building for Escondido.  15 February:9.  Escondido, California. 
 
1936 Advertisement: Announcement!  Arthur Simpson has been appointed Studebaker 

dealer.  16 March:1.  Escondido, California. 
 
1937a Community Hospital Meets Escondido Needs.  9 September:4.  Escondido, California. 
 
1937b Escondido Maternity Hospital.  3 December:5.  Escondido, California. 
 
1937c Advertisement: Willys Sales and Services moved to 453 East Ohio Avenue.  19 July:4.  

Escondido, California. 
 
1938a Hospital to Have New Cast Room.  2 May:1.  Escondido, California. 
 
1938b Advertisement: Escondido Body Works.  16 July:2.  Escondido, California.   
 
1939a Local Hospital Will Participate.  22 April:1.  Escondido, California. 
 
1939b Enthusiasm Marks Annual Meeting of Chamber; Plans for Year Presented.  11 

January:1.  Escondido, California. 
 
1939c Facts are Cited on Hospital Care.  12 May:2.  Escondido, California. 
 
1939d Advertisement: A.J. Simpson, Dealer.  26 April:3.  Escondido, California. 
 
1939e Miscellaneous – Open for Business: Arthur Simpson.  11 October:4.  Escondido, 

California. 
 
1940 Local Hospital Has its Biggest Year.  5 January:12.  Escondido, California. 
 
1941 Advertisement: H.P. Spry Escondido Feed Store.  22 February:4.  Escondido, 

California. 
 
1942 Mrs. Henderson, Pioneer Here, Dies in North.  12 June:10.  Escondido, California. 
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1944 Local Hospital Registered by M.D.’s Council.  28 November:1.  Escondido, California. 
 
1945a Drive for $150,000 Fund for Escondido Hospital Starts Monday; Plans in Full.  29 

March:1.  Escondido, California. 
 
1945b New Hospital is to be Named as Living Memorial.  10 May:1.  Escondido, California. 
 
1945c New Location for Palomar Memorial Hospital Planned.  21 June:1.  Escondido, 

California. 
 
1945d Dixon, Kline Named Hospital Architects at Directors’ Meet.  11 October:1.  Escondido, 

California. 
 
1945e Contract Signed with Architects for Hospital Plan.  3 November:1.  Escondido, 

California.  
 
1945f Advertisement: Steen & Sanders Motors.  27 December:1.  Escondido, California. 
 
1946 Palomar Hospital Receives Approval of Production B’d.  30 August:12.  Escondido, 

California. 
 
1948a Hospital Architect Dies in Los Angeles.  26 February:1.  Escondido, California.  
 
1948b U.S. Allocates Matching Funds for Hospital Here.  27 October:1.  Escondido, 

California. 
 
1949a Thirteenth and Redwood is Site for New School.  30 November:1.  Escondido, 

California. 
 
1949b Bids Will be Opened Saturday on Hospital.  23 February:1.  Escondido, California. 
 
1949c La Jolla Company is Low Bigger on Palomar Hospital With $308,900.  4 March:1.  

Escondido, California. 
 
1949d Palomar Memorial Hospital Bid Accepted by U.S., State.  19 March:1.  Escondido, 

California.  
 
1949e ‘Round Town with the Prowler – Groundbreaking ceremonies for Palomar Hospital.  

25 March:8.  Escondido, California. 
 
1950a Hospital Lauded as Best in U.S. by Engineer.  11 February:5.  Escondido, California.   
 
1950b Opening of Hospital by Thursday is Goal Following Dedication.  13 February:1.  

Escondido, California. 
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1950c 3,000 Attend Dedication of Palomar Memorial Hospital.  13 February:6.  Escondido, 
California. 

 
1950d Memorial Hospital Records First Birth and Death During Same Day.  17 February:1.  

Escondido, California. 
 
1952a For Rent: 453 East Ohio.  16 February:4.  Escondido, California. 
 
1952b Advertisement: Phelps Auto Service.  2 May:1.  Escondido, California. 
 
1953a Announcement: Faith Chapel – Assembly of God to hold services.  13 February:4.  

Escondido, California. 
 
1953b Ground Broken for Church.  6 March:3.  Escondido, California. 
 
1954 Notice: Faith Chapel, Assembly of God, getting a roof.  2 April:1.  Escondido, 

California. 
 
1955 Dr. Donald Thurston Opens Practice Here.  17 March:4.  Escondido, California. 
 
1956a Hospital to Add Lab Facilities.  6 April:1.  Escondido, California. 
 
1956b William Letsch Is New Radiologist At Palomar Hospital.  20 July:9. Escondido, 

California.   
 
1957a County Health Center Contract Let for $83,300.  31 May:7.  Escondido, California.  
 
1957b Hospital Wing Plans Due in Four Months.  12 July:9.  Escondido, California. 
 
1958a Construction of Hospital Addition Progressing Rapidly.  28 June:1.  Escondido, 

California. 
 
1958b Notice of Intention to Sell – Bonnye’s Outgrown Shop.  18 September:16.  Escondido, 

California. 
 
1959a Tour of Hospital’s New Addition Displays Progress.  28 August:6.  Escondido, 

California. 
 
1959b Assembly of God Church Will Move to New Location.  4 August:4.  Escondido, 

California. 
 
1959c “We’re Ready to Do Our Part.”  18 September:7.  Escondido, California. 
 
1960 Notice to Bidders: Addition to Palomar Memorial Hospital.  8 December:7.  Escondido, 

California. 
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1961a Low Bid for Hospital Additions is $154,172.  11 January:1.  Escondido, California. 
 
1961b Business Services: Art Simpson & Son Garage, 348 East Grand.  4 March:11.  

Escondido, California. 
 
1963a Hospital Trustees Seek Building, Remodeling Bid.  11 December:4.  Escondido, 

California. 
 
1963b Notices: We’re Moving (Bonnye’s Outgrown Shop).  13 August:11.  Escondido, 

California. 
 
1964a Mausoleum at Eternal Hills Being Enlarged.  6 January:4.  Escondido, California.   
 
1964b Bids Studied on Hospital Remodeling.  16 January:2.  Escondido, California. 
 
1964c Palomar College Construction Starts.  21 April:6.  Escondido, California.   
 
1964d Findings in Hospital Suit – Split Vote to Publish Text.  10 November:1.  Escondido, 

California. 
 
1964e Palomar Hospital District Rests Case in Suit Brought by Doctors.  31 January:1.  

Escondido, California. 
 
1964f Dr. Thurston Heads Medical Staff at Palomar Hospital.  23 January:5.  Escondido, 

California. 
 
1965 Hospital Remodeling Contract is Awarded.  30 March:1.  Escondido, California.  
 
1966 Hospital Board to Review Work of 6 Architects.  11 January:1.  Escondido, California. 
 
1968 Doctors’ Staff Has Election.  18 January:15.  Escondido, California. 
 
1970 Hospital Completion Predicted by June 1.  7 May:19.  Escondido, California. 
 
1971 Advertisement: Annual Christmas Sale.  21 November:31.  Escondido, California. 
 
1972 Palomar Officers Elected.  19 January:21.  Escondido, California. 
 
1974 Hospital Honors McLeod.  4 February:4.  Escondido, California. 
 
1976 Navy Probing Collapse of North Island Hangar.  26 March:3.  Escondido, California.  
 
1978 Announcement: Silver Wedding Anniversary Party, Mr. and Mrs. LaMoyne K. Jevne.  

22 January:31.  Escondido, California. 
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1980 Architects Reorganize Firm.  11 November:42.  Escondido, California.   
 
1981 Advertisement: Grand Opening, Tidy Car.  14 July:54.  Escondido, California. 
 
1983 Palomar Launches $69.6 Million Expansion.  4 April:1.  Escondido, California. 
 
1984 Notice to Contractors Calling for Bids: Hidden Valley Middle School Renovations.  16 

December:51.  Escondido, California.  
 
1986a Hospital.  18 April:12.  Escondido, California. 
 
1986b Palomar Hospital Board Responsible for Half of Expansion Cost Increases.  5 June:15.  

Escondido, California. 
 
1986c Obituaries: Alan James Grice.  19 February:8.  Escondido, California. 
 
1986d Fictitious Business Name Statement: Auto Sheep N Shine Center.  11 May:42.  

Escondido, California. 
 
1988 Jury’s Still Out on Food Irradiation.  22 March:29.  Escondido, California. 
 
1990 Palomar’s Vaunted New Wing to Open.  21 May:3.  Escondido, California. 
 

University of California  
1958 Official Announcements – Construction Contracts.  University Bulletin 6(43):188.  

Office of Official Publications, Berkeley, California.  
 
Van Nuys News 

1964 President of Architectural Guild Named.  21 February:13.  Van Nuys, California.   
 
Walsh, Steve 

2016 Ocean Beach Pier Celebrates 50th Birthday.  KPBS News.  Electronic document, 
https://www.kpbs.org/news/2016/jul/04/ocean-beach-pier-reaches-half-century/, 
accessed November 13, 2019.  

 
Wadsworth, Charlie 

1968 Hush Puppies.  Orlando Sentinel.  24 July:14.  Orlando, Florida.  
 
Wilmington Daily Press 

1959 College Addition.  19 February:1.  Wilmington, California.  
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