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If applicable, describe any of the project’s areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by
agencies and the public.

Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.


	Print Form Button: 
	Text Field: 2019049166
	Project Title: North McKay Ranch Subdivision Project
	Lead Agency: Humboldt County
	Contact Name: Trevor Estlow
	Email: CEQAResponses@co.humboldt.ca.us
	Phone Number: (707) 445-7541
	Project Location: Cutten, an unincorporated community within Humboldt County
	Project Description: The proposed project is located in Cutten, an unincorporated community within Humboldt County (County), California. The proposed project would be constructed on approximately 81 acres and would involve a mixed-use development with 320 residential units, approximately 22,000 square feet of commercial development, an off-site sewer line, and an off-site water storage tank. The proposed land uses would include single-family dwellings, multi-family dwellings, and neighborhood commercial. The residential mix could include 146 single-family houses and 174 multi-family units. Two proposed commercial parcels would contain approximately 22,000 square feet of commercial space. Approximately 21.73 acres would remain as undeveloped open space that would be dedicated to the County for future trail management or conveyed in fee. The off-site water storage tank would be owned and managed by the Humboldt Community Services District (HCSD) and would support the proposed development. The proposed project is anticipated to be developed in nine phases over a period of 20 years, but a final phasing plan would be based on market conditions.The proposed project would require annexation into HCSD for the provision of utilities. 
	Project's Effects: The proposed project would result in the following significant unavoidable adverse impacts after mitigation:• Greenhouse Gases (GHG): Because the proposed project would result in operational emissions that would exceed the Sacramento Metropolitan Air Quality Management District (SMAQMD) thresholds of significance, impacts related to GHG would remain significant and unavoidable. • Wildfires: Because the proposed project does not allow for 100-foot defensible space buffers, as required by the California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection (CAL FIRE), impacts related to wildfires would remain significant and unavoidable. 
	Areas of Controversy: During the public comment period for the NOP, various comment letters were received regarding the proposed project. In general, areas of potential controversy known to the County include: • Impacts related to wildfires and the surrounding forestland in the area• Impacts to biological resources including species and wetlands and proximity to Ryan’s Creek • Impacts on local services such as water, sewer, fire protection, police protection, and schools • Impacts related to aesthetics and the viewshed in the area • Impacts related to traffic • Concerns related to low-income housing increasing crime and drug use• Inclusion of access points to the McKay Community Forest 
	List of Agencies: In addition to Humboldt County, several other agencies will serve as Responsible and Trustee Agencies, pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15381 and Section 15386, respectively. This Draft EIR will provide environmental information to these agencies and other public agencies, which may be required to grant approvals or coordinate with other agencies, as part of project implementation. These agencies may include, but are not limited to, the following: • Humboldt Community Services District Annexation – Humboldt County LAFCo • Lake and Streambed Alteration Agreement – CDFW • Compliance with the California Endangered Species Act (ESA) for potential take of state listed species (if needed) – CDFW • Section 404 Permit – USACE • Compliance with the federal ESA for potential take of listed species (if needed) – U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS)• 401 Water Quality Certification – North Coast RWQCB• North Coast Unified Air Quality Management District


