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Gavin Newsom Katel Gordon
Governor Director
Memorandum
Date: April 26, 2019
To: All Reviewing Agencies
From: Scott Morgan, Director
Re: SCH # 2019049143

Ponti Fire Road to Trail Project

The Lead Agency has corrected some information regarding the above-mentioned
project. Please replace the Notice of Intent page, you received on April 25, 2019 with

the attachment. All other project information remains the same.

ce: Michelle Julene :
Marin County Open Space District
3501 Civic Center Drive, Room 260
San Rafael, CA 94903

1400 TENTH STREET P.C0. BOX 3044 SACRAMENTO, CALIFORNIA 95812-3044
TEL 1-916-322-2318  www.opr.ca.gov




NOTICE OF INTENT TO ADOPT A MITIGATED NEGATIVE DES&A‘RATION

PONTI FIRE ROAD TO TRAIL PROJECT ABD 98 andr
PACHECO VALLE AND IGNACIO VALLEY OPEN SPACE PRESERVEE 0 2019
NOVATO CALIFORNIA

April 29, 2019

The Marin County Open Space District (MCOSD) is proposing a trail project at Pacheco Valle and Ignacio Valley
Open Space Preserves and has prepared an Initial Study / Mitigated Declaration (IS/MND) to comply with the
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).

The purpose of this Notice of Intent to Adopt an MND (NOI) is to initiate the 30-day public review and comment
period on the MND, which begins on April 29, 2019 and ends on May 31, 2019 at 5:00pm. Comments can be
submitted online using the comment form https://www.marincountyparks.org/depts/pk/our-work/os-main-
projects/rtmp-projects, under the section titled “Ponti Ridge.” Comments can also be submitted by email or
USPS as follows:

Jon Campo, Senior Resource Planner; jcampo@marincounty.org

Marin County Open Space District; 3501 Civic Center Drive, Suite 260; San Rafael, CA 94903

PROJECT TITLE: Ponti Fire Road to Trail Project
PROJECT LOCATION: Pacheco Valle and Ignacio Valley Open Space Preserves, Novato, CA

SUMMARY OF THE PROPOSED PROJECT. The purpose of the proposed Project is to implement the MCOSD
Road and Trail Management Plan (RTMP) to provide the public with a safe multi-use trail system to enhance the
visitor experience, reduce the environmental impacts of the road on sensitive resources by reducing sedimentation
and erosion, and establish a sustainable system of roads and trails that meet design and management standards
and would provide year-round access along the trail alignment. The project includes the following elements, which
are summarized below and fully described in the Project Description section of the IS/MND:

s Realign the Upper Segment of the Ponti Fire Road. Realign the existing 1.2-mile long, 14-foot wide
upper segment of the Ponti Fire Road with an average slope of 20 to 35 percent into a 2.8-mile long, 5-
foot wide sustainable multi-use trail with an average grade of 10 percent. Change fire road designation to
multi-use trail.

¢ Maintain and Improve the Lower Segment of the Ponti Fire Road. Improve the existing 0.5-mile long,
14-foot wide lower segment of the Ponti Fire Road within the existing footprint to improve stability,
drainage, and the overall sustainability of the fire road for visitor use and to maintain access for emergency
vehicles.

¢ Construct a New Connector Trail from Ponti Fire Road to Pacheco Hill Pathway. Construct a new
connector trail from the lower segment of the Ponti Fire Road to the Pacheco Hill Pathway, which is an
existing paved trail adjacent to State Highway 101. The connector trail would be 0.4 mile in length, 5 feet
wide, earthen surface, and a grade of less than 10 percent.

¢ Decommission Non-Designated Trail and Redundant Road and Trail Segments. Decommission 1.02
miles of non-designated Trail 18645 in the Ignacio Valley Open Space District, approximately 3 miles of
trails associated with the Ponti Fire Road that would include non-designated trails parallel to the existing
Ponti Fire Road and sections of the existing Fire Road that would become redundant after the upper
segment of the Ponti Fire Road is realigned.

The IS identified potentially significant environmental impacts in the areas of Biological Resources and
Hydrology/Water Quality. Mitigation measures to reduce the significance of these impacts to a less-than-
significant level are included in the IS. The IS concludes that, with implementation of the mitigation measures,
the proposed project will not have significant environmental impacts. The document is available for review at
Marin County Parks headquarters at the Marin Civic Center, 3501 Civic Center Drive, Suite 260, San Rafael CA;
on the Marin County Parks website at https://www.marincountyparks.org/depts/pk/our-work/os-main-
projects/rtmp-projects under the section titled “Ponti Ridge;” and at the South Novato Library, 931 C Street,
Novato, CA.

If you have any questions or need more information, contact Jon Campo at (415) 473-2686.
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Appendix C

Notice of Completion & Environmental Document Transmittal 2 0 1 9 0 4 9 1 4 3

Mail to: State Cleatinghounse, P.O. Box 3044, Sacramento, CA 95812-3044 (916) 445-0613
For Hand Delivery/Street Address; 1400 Tenth Street, Sacramento, CA 95814 SCH#

Project Title: Pontl Fire Road fo Trail Project

Lead Agency: Marin County Open Space District

Contact Person: Michelle Julane

Mailing Address: 3501 Civic Center Drive, Room 260

Phone: (415) 473-5283

City: San Rafael

Zip; 94003 County: Marin

Project Locatloni County:Marin
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City/Nearest Community; Cily of Novato

Cross Streets: Not Applicable . Zip Code: 84045
Longitude/Lalitude (degress, minutes and scconds); 38 °02  +48 N/ 122 233 *20 W Tolal Acres: 3¢€ altached
Assessor's Parce! No.: Several, see altached Section: N/A Twp.: NIA Range: NA Base;
Within 2 Miles:  Stats Hwy #: 101 Waterways: Pacheco Creek

Adrports: San Rafael Airport Railways: SMART Tracks Schocls: Mary Slveira Elem.
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{_} Barly Cons [1 Supplement/Subsequent E]R [ Ba A 5 al Document

[} NegDec (Prior SCH No.)
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Lecal Action Type:

[ General Plan Update [ Specific Plan ] Tezone ] Annexation

[ General Plan Amendment "] Master Plan ] Prezone [ Redevelopment
[1 General Plan Element {1 Planned Unit Development ] 1Jse Permit {0 Coastal Permit
[.] Community Plan O site Plan {] Land Division (Subdivision, etc) B Other:Trail Improvemey
Development Type:

[ Residential: Units Actes

[ Office: Sq.ft. Acres Employees, [ Transportation: Type

[ Commercial:Sq.ft. Acres Eumployees, [ Mining: Mineral

[] Industriat:  Sq.ft. Acres Employees [ Power; Type MW

[ Educational; [Z] Waste Treatment: Type MGD

[¥] Recreationalimprovements fo an Existing Trail [.] Hazardous Waste:Type

[J Water Facilities: Type MGD O Ocher:

Projact Issues Discussed in Dagument:

) Acsthetic/Visual Flseal [ Recreation/Parks [X] Vogetation

[ Agricultara! Land Flood Plain/Floading [T schoolsiUniversitics [x) Water Quality

& Alr Quality [3¢] Forest Land/Fire Hazard [ Septic Systems [] Water Supply/Groundwater
5 Archeological/Historical X Geologic/Seismic [ Sewer Capacity ] ‘Wetland/Riparian
[ Biological Resources [2] Minerals [%] Soil Bresion/Compaction/Grading [} Growth Taducement
[} Coastal Zone [¥] Noise |] Solid Waste ] Land Use

[ Drainage/Abscrption [[] Population/Housing Balanee [X] Toxiz/Hazardous [} Comulative Bffects
[ Eeonomic/Tabs [X] Public Services/Facilities ¥ Traffic/Circalation O Other:

Present Land Usa.’ZonInngnneral Plan Designation:
Marin Countywide Plan {(General Plan): Open Area Zoning: City of Novato General Plan: Open Space/Publicly Owned Open Spag

Project Desgription: (viease use a separate page If necessarg

(1) Realign the 1.2-mie long, 14-foot wide Upper Segment of the Pontl Fire Road Into a 2.8-mile fohg, 5-foot wide sustainable
multi-use trail with an average grade of 10 percent; Chanhge fire road designation to multi-use trail, (2) Maintain and improve
the 0.5-mile long, 14-foot wide Lower Segment of the Penti Fire Road, within the existing footprint te improve stability,
dralnage, and the overall sustainability of the fire road for visitor use and to maintain access for emergency vehicles. {3)
Construct a New C.4-mile long, 5-faot wide Connector Trall from Pontl Fire Read to Pacheco Hill Pathway. Construct a new
connector trail from the lower segment of the Ponti Fire Road to the Pacheco Hill Pathway. (4) Decornmission approximately 4
miles of Non-Designated Trail anq\Redundam foad and Trail Segments.

State Clearinghouse Contact: | w\ Project Sent to the following State Agencies
(916) 4450613
4 .93 X__ Resources . Cal EPA N & Freiai
i R . - Boating & Waterwa ARB: Airport & Freight
State Reviewiegans 20 Centralganley 1‘10031’ﬂ Prot, __ 9% ARB: Transporiation Projects
- Coastal Comm _____ ARB: Major Industrial/Energy
. Colorade Rvr Bd Resources, Reoycl. & Recovery
SCH COMPLIANCE 5 - 6' - 2019 ___ Conservatio __X SWRCB: Div. of Drinking Water
X  CDFW# SWRCB: Dviv. Drinking Wir #___
Cal Fire SWRCB: Div, Financial Assist.

Historle Preservation SWERCRB; Wir Quality
X Parks & Rec SWRCH: Wir Rights
Bay Cons & Dev Comm. X  Reg. WQCB# &
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Corrections
' . CalSTA Independent Comm
Please note State Clearinghouse Number ., Aeronautics Delta Protection Comm
omments CHP . Delia Stewardship Council
(SCH) on all ¢ X Calwrans# ft Energy Commission
SCH#: _ ¥.  Ttans Planning - X NAWC
Please forward lat&c ends di idio the Other ) Public Utilities Comm .
Lead Agency " Eduoation __ Santa Monica Bay Restoration -
Food & Agriculture State Lands Comm
HCD Tahoe Rgl Plan Agency
: . OES ‘
AQMD/APCD Q.- State/Consumer Sves Conservancy

General Services

(Resources: j’__/ Q—’-}’ ) : ‘ Other:




