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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The purpose of this California Land Evaluation and Site Assessment (LESA) is to provide 

agencies and decision makers with a succinct and technically developed optional methodology 

to assist with assessment to ensure that potentially significant impacts or effects on the 

environment, exclusively related to agricultural land conversions, are quantitatively considered 

in the environmental review process (California Public Resources Code, Section 21095), 

including in the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). 

Findings  

The California Agricultural LESA model is used to determine the agricultural significance of a 

given property. It considers the context of the parcel within its subregion, availability of water, 

occurrence of soil types conducive to crop production, and other factors. As described herein, the 

LESA performed for the project site determined that the site assessment score exceeds the CEQA 

threshold, while the land evaluation is under the threshold. In order to be considered a significant 

agricultural resource, both the land evaluation and site assessment subscores must be equal to or 

greater than the CEQA threshold. Therefore, the project site is not considered to represent a 

significant agricultural resource based on the LESA score, and the project would not result in 

significant impacts on agricultural resources. 
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1 PROJECT SETTING 

1.1 Purpose of this California Land Evaluation and Site Assessment 

The purpose of this Land Evaluation and Site Assessment (LESA) is to provide agencies and 

decision makers with a succinct and technically developed methodology to assist with 

assessment of the potentially significant effects on the environment related to agricultural land 

conversions considered in the environmental review process (California Public Resources Code, 

Section 21095), including in the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). 

The California LESA Model was developed in 1997 and was based on the 1981 Land Evaluation 

and Site Assessment Guidebook prepared for the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA’s) 

Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) Model. The California LESA Model evaluates 

measures of soil resource quality, a given project’s size, water resource availability, surrounding 

agricultural lands, and surrounding protected resource lands. In application to a specific project, 

the factors are rated, weighted, and combined, resulting in a single numeric score. The final 

project score, which is a combination of the Land Evaluation (LE) and Site Assessment (SA) 

subscores becomes the final LESA score and the basis for making a determination of a project’s 

potential significance. 

The California Land Evaluation and Site Assessment (LESA) Instruction Manual (1997) 

developed by the California Department of Conservation (DOC), Office of Land Conservation, is 

the guidance and instructional document utilized to conduct analysis for the project. The 

California Land Evaluation and Site Assessment (LESA) Instruction Manual (1997) is included 

as Appendix A to this document.  

1.2 Introduction 

The Sunrise Gardens Project Owner, LLC, is considering residential and open space (passive 

and recreational) project development on an approximately 14.4-acre site (project site) 

located in the City of San Marcos in northern San Diego County, California (see Figure 1). The 

subject site is located on lands that have been historically been used for agricultural uses and 

is currently unoccupied and disturbed from previous grading. The project site is immediately 

bordered by low density residential manufactured homes to the north and west. To the east and 

south of the project site is a light industrial business park with a variety of businesses located 

within the City of Escondido. To the southwest, within the County of San Diego are semi-rural 

residential lands with associated agricultural and equestrian uses (see Figure 1). The proposed 

project includes a Pre-Zone, General Plan Amendment, Multi-Family Site Development Plan, 

Tentative Subdivision Map, Specific Plan, and Conditional Use Permit that provides for the 

development of 192 multi-family dwelling units (see Figure 2).  
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1.3 Project Description 

The proposed project is located in the southeastern limits of the City of San Marcos (City) 

south of State Route-78 and west of Interstate-15 (Figure 1). The project site is currently 

within portions of two jurisdictions: the City (APN 228-312-09-00, approximately 3.6 acres) and 

the County of San Diego (APN 228-312-10-00, approximately 10.8 acres); however, the entirety 

of the project resides within the City’s General Plan Sphere of Influence. Access improvements 

would occur off-site within the City of Escondido. The project site is bound residential 

development to the north and west, including the San Marcos Mobile Estates, light industrial and 

commercial to the east and south, and semi-rural residential to the southwest(Figure 1).  

The project site is comprised of two undeveloped lots and is currently unoccupied and disturbed 

from previous grading as well as more recent homeless encampments. A network of unimproved 

roads also extent throughout the project site. 

The project includes approximately 192 multi-family dwelling units and open space (passive 

and recreational) encompassing approximately 14.4-acres and is situated at the City of San 

Marcos’ southeastern limits. An additional 0.76-acre of off-site grading area is also included 

in the overall project area (Figure 1). Discretionary actions will include a Pre-Zone, General 

Plan Amendment, Multi-Family Site Development Plan, Tentative Subdivision Map, Specific 

Plan, Grading Variance, and Conditional Use Permit. The Plan area is currently within 

portions of two jurisdictions; the City of San Marcos and the County of San Diego, however 

the entirety of the project resides within the City of San Marcos’ sphere of influence. The 

Project proposes a Pre-zone to change the parcels within County jurisdiction from SR-1 to 

SPA. A General Plan Amendment is required to re-designate the southern parcel of the 

project site (APN 228-312-10-00) from Semi-Rural Residential (SR-1) (as currently 

designated by the County of San Diego) and Light Industrial (LI) (as designated by the City, 

as the parcel is within its Sphere of Influence) to Specific Plan Area (SPA). Additionally, a 

General Plan Amendment is required to re-designate the northern parcel of the project site 

(APN 228-312-09-00) from Low Density Residential (LDR) to Specific Plan Area (SPA). 

This General Plan Amendment would allow the Specific Plan to provide rules and 

regulations for development of the project site. A rezone is required to re-designate the 

southern parcel of the project site (APN 228-312-10-00) from Single Family Residential 

(RS) (as currently designated by the County of San Diego) to Specific Plan Area (SPA). 

Additionally, a rezone is required to re-designate the northern parcel of the project site (APN 

228-312-09-00) from Mobile Home Park (R-MHP) to Specific Plan Area (SPA). This Rezone 

would allow the Specific Plan to provide rules and regulations for development of the project 

site. 
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2 REGULATORY SETTING 

2.1 Federal 

2.1.1 Farmland Protection Policy Act (7 U.S.C. Section 4201) 

The purpose of the Farmland Protection Policy Act (FPPA) is to minimize the extent to which 

federal programs contribute to the unnecessary and irreversible conversion of farmland to 

nonagricultural uses. Further, the FPPA directs federal programs to be compatible with state and 

local policies for the protection of farmlands. The FPPA does not authorize the federal 

government to regulate the use of private or nonfederal land or, in any way, affect the property 

rights of owners of such land. Information regarding the FPPA is provided for background 

information in this agricultural technical report. 

The FPPA is intended to minimize the impact federal programs have on the unnecessary and 

irreversible conversion of farmland to nonagricultural uses. It ensures that, to the extent possible, 

federal programs are administered to be compatible with state, local units of government, and 

private programs and policies to protect farmland. Federal agencies are required to develop and 

review their policies and procedures to implement the FPPA every 2 years. 

For the purpose of the FPPA, farmland includes Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, and 

Farmland of Statewide or Local Importance, defined in 7 U.S.C. Section 4201:  

Prime farmland is land that has the best combination of physical and chemical 

characteristics for producing food, feed, fiber, forage, oilseed, and other agricultural 

crops with minimum inputs of fuel, fertilizer, pesticides, and labor, and without 

intolerable soil erosion, as determined by the Secretary. Prime farmland includes 

land that possesses the above characteristics but is being used currently to produce 

livestock and timber. It does not include land already in or committed to urban 

development or water storage; unique farmland is land other than prime farmland 

that is used for production of specific high-value food and fiber crops, as 

determined by the Secretary. It has the special combination of soil quality, location, 

growing season, and moisture supply needed to economically produce sustained 

high quality or high yields of specific crops when treated and managed according to 

acceptable farming methods. Examples of such crops include citrus, tree nuts, 

olives, cranberries, fruits, and vegetables; and Farmland, other than prime or unique 

farmland, that is of statewide or local importance for the production of food, feed, 

fiber, forage, or oilseed crops, as determined by the appropriate State or unit of 

local government agency or agencies, and that the Secretary determines should be 

considered as farmland for the purposes of this chapter[.] 
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Projects are subject to the FPPA requirements if they may irreversibly convert farmland (directly 

or indirectly) to nonagricultural use and are completed by a federal agency or with assistance 

from a federal agency (NRCS 2017). As the proposed project does not have federal involvement, 

the FPPA is not applicable in this situation. 

2.2 State 

2.2.1 California Department of Conservation 

The California DOC is the state agency that administers both the State Farmland Mapping and 

Monitoring Program (FMMP) and the California Land Conservation Act, more commonly known 

as “The Williamson Act.” The Important Farmland Mapping Program compiles information of the 

state’s important farmlands, including tracking farmland proposed for development, and provides 

this information to state and local government agencies for use in planning and for decision makers 

and decision-making bodies. The FMMP Important Farmland Maps are based on a classification 

system that combines technical soil ratings and current land use. Important Farmland Categories 

include Prime Farmland, Farmland of Statewide Importance, Unique Farmland, Farmland of Local 

Importance, Grazing Land, Urban and Built-up Land, and Other Land. FMMP’s Important 

Farmland Maps require that Prime Farmland, meet the following criteria: 1) Prime Farmland must 

have been used for the production of irrigated crops at some time during the two update cycles 

prior to the mapping date, which equates to four years. Therefore, the land must have been used for 

irrigated agricultural production at some point in time during a four-year period of time prior to the 

most recent date of the Important Farmland Map date (DOC 2017); and 2) The soil must meet the 

physical and chemical criteria for Prime Farmland or Farmland of Statewide Importance as 

determined by the USDA NRCS. NRCS compiles lists of which soils in each survey area meet the 

quality criteria. Factors considered in qualification of a soil by NRCS (DOC 2017) include:  

 Water moisture regimes, available water capacity, and developed irrigation water supply  

 Soil temperature range  

 Acid-alkali balance  

 Water table  

 Soil sodium content  

 Flooding (uncontrolled runoff from natural precipitation)  

 Erodibility  

 Permeability rate  

 Rock fragment content  

 Soil rooting depth. 
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The soils information presented in this analysis is derived from statewide soils maps that have been 

prepared by both state and federal government entities. The California DOC, Division of Land 

Resource Protection, and the USDA NRCS, both conduct regular and ongoing assessments of soil 

types and then prepare detailed soil maps. Once soils are mapped, they are grouped into the 

following categories that have specific definitions. The categories and definitions are as follows: 

Prime Farmland. In California, the FMMP maps all statewide farmlands. The FMMP’s soils 

study area is contiguous with modem soil surveys developed by the USDA. The FMMP requires 

that any land designated as Prime must meet the criteria related to land use and soils.  

As such, farmland with the optimal combination of physical and chemical features to sustain 

long-term agriculture is described as Prime. The land has been determined to have the soil 

quality, growing season, and moisture supply needed to produce sustained high crop yields 

(DOC 2017). 

Farmland of Statewide Importance. As with Prime Farmland, Farmland of Statewide 

Importance must also meet both the criteria described above with respect to land use and soils 

and is similar to the Prime Farmland category. The difference is that Farmland of Statewide 

Importance tolerates greater shortcomings of the soil, such as greater slopes or less ability to 

store moisture (DOC 2017). 

Unique Farmland. This category of farmland is categorized as having lesser quality soils, but is 

still used for the production of leading agricultural crops. This farmland is typically irrigated, but 

can also include non-irrigated orchards or vineyards found in some climatic zones in the state. 

These lands must have been used for irrigated agricultural production at some time during the 4 

years prior to the mapping date (DOC 2017). 

Farmland of Local Importance. Lands that have been determined by local jurisdictional 

authorities such as county boards of supervisors or local advisory committees to have a specific 

importance to the local agricultural economy are considered Farmland of Local Importance 

(DOC 2017). 

The FMMP has three other categories of land: 

Grazing Land. Land that is particularly suited to the grazing of livestock given existing 

vegetation. This particular designation was developed in concert with the California 

Cattlemen’s Association, University of California Cooperative Extension, and a host of 

other groups with an interest in grazing and livestock (DOC 2017). 

Urban and Built-Up Land. This category refers to land that is occupied by structures with a 

building density of at least one unit to 1.5 acres or six structures to a 10-acre parcel. This 
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category includes land uses such as residential, industrial, commercial, construction, 

institutional, public administration, railroad and other transportation yards, cemeteries, 

airports, golf courses, sanitary landfills, sewage treatment plants, water control structures, and 

other developed purposes (DOC 2017). 

Other Land. All other lands that do not fall into the categories above are subsumed into this 

category. Examples of these lands include low-density rural developments, brush, timber 

wetland, riparian areas not suitable for livestock grazing, confined livestock poultry or 

aquaculture facilities, strip mines, borrow pits, and water bodies smaller than 40 acres. In 

addition, vacant and nonagricultural land surrounded on all sides by urban development and 

greater than 40 acres is mapped as Other Land (DOC 2017). 

The California DOC developed the California LESA Model (Model). Embedded within the 

Model is the NRCS soils information upon which the FMMP is woven. Hence, since the soils 

data is already included in the LESA Model and Analysis, no further discussion is presented 

here, but is instead addressed in the analysis. 

The California Land Conservation Act of 1965 or the Williamson Act 

The California Land Conservation Act of 1965, better known as the Williamson Act as 

mentioned above, provides for reduced property taxation on agricultural land in exchange for a 

10-year continuously rolling agreement. The purpose of the Williamson Act is the long-term 

conservation of agricultural and open space lands. The act establishes a program to enroll land in 

Williamson Act whereby the land is enforceably restricted to agricultural, open space, or 

recreational uses or uses deemed to be “compatible” with the agricultural land uses or compatible 

recreational uses as outlined in the act in exchange for reduced property tax assessments.  

The Act requires that each participating local government have a set of uniform rules for 

administering Williamson Act and Farmland Security Zone contracts within its jurisdiction. 

None of the project site is under a Williamson Act contract. 

Farmland Security Zone Act 

The Farmland Security Zone Act is similar to the Williamson Act and was passed by the 

California State Legislature in 1999 to ensure that long-term farmland preservation is part of 

public policy. (Government Code Sections 51296–51297.4). Farmland Security Zone Act 

contracts are sometimes referred to as “Super Williamson Act Contracts.” Under the provisions 

of this act, a landowner already under a Williamson Act contract can apply for Farmland 

Security Zone status by entering into a contract with the county. Farmland Security Zone 

contracts must be for an initial term of at least 20 years. As with Williamson Act contracts, each 

year an additional year is automatically added to the contract term unless a notice of nonrenewal 
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is given. In return for a further 35% reduction in the property tax value of land and growing 

improvements (in addition to Williamson Act tax benefits), the owner of the property promises 

not to develop the property into nonagricultural uses during the term of the contract. Farmland 

Security Zone contracts may also be cancelled, but only upon finding that cancellation would 

both service the purposes of the Williamson Act, and that cancellation would be in the public 

interest (Government code Section 51297). None of the project site is under a Farmland Security 

Zone contract. 

2.3 Regional Planning Context 

2.3.1 City of San Marcos General Plan 

Agricultural resources are addressed in the City of San Marcos’ General Plan, Conservation and 

Open Space Element. As stated there in, agriculture in the 20th century is historically the largest 

industry in the San Marcos area. Agricultural activities occurring in San Marcos include 

nurseries, horse farms, and produce production, primarily located in the Twin Oaks Valley 

Neighborhood within the Sphere of Influence area. Within the 21,162-acre planning area, 

3,737.4 acres (17%) are designated as agricultural in the City of San Marcos. The following goal 

and objective related to agriculture can be found in the General Plan: 

Goal: Identify, protect, and enhance significant ecological and biological resources within San 

Marcos and its adaptive Sphere of Influence.  

Objective: Connection to Guiding Themes - Sustaining environmental quality; continuing our 

agricultural heritage.  

Policy LU-2.6: Promote use of community gardens, farmers markets, and agricultural lands to 

provide locally-grown food. 

2.4 Land Evaluation and Site Assessment  

The LESA Model is split into two sections, the Land Evaluation (LE) Factors, and the Site Assessment 

(SA) Factors. LESA includes scoring sheets for ease of information summary and appraisal. 

Soils On-site 

Figure 3 provides an overview of the soil types on the project site. 
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Part One: Scoring of Land Evaluation Factors 

The California LESA Model includes two LE factors that are separately rated: 

a. USDA Land Capability Classification (LCC) Rating. The LCC indicates the suitability of 

soils for most kinds of crops. Groupings are made according to the limitations of the soils 

when used to grow crops and the risk of damage to soils when they are used in agriculture. 

Soils are rated from Class I to Class VIII, with soils having the fewest limitations receiving 

the highest rating (Class I). Specific subclasses are also utilized to further characterize soils. 

An expanded explanation of the LCC is included in most soil surveys. 

b. Storie Index Rating. The Storie Index provides a numeric rating (based on a 100-point scale) of 

the relative degree of suitability or value of a given soil for intensive agriculture. The rating is 

based upon soil characteristics only. Four factors that represent the inherent characteristics and 

qualities of the soil are considered in the index rating. The factors are profile characteristics, 

texture of the surface layer, slope, and other factors (e.g., drainage, salinity). 

There are four soil types occurring within the project site (Table 1). 

Table 1 

Project Soils Summary and Soil Acreage 

Soil Type Acreage 

Fallbrook sandy loam, 2 to 5% slopes 0.72 

Vista coarse sandy loam, 5 to 9% slopes 0.43 

Vista coarse sandy loam, 9 to 15% slopes 11.28 

Vista coarse sandy loam, 9 to 15% slopes, eroded 2.01 

Total 14.44 acres 

 

Pursuant to the LESA Model, Table 2 summarizes the numeric conversions of Land Capability 

Classification Units. Table 3 provides a summary of soils types on the project site. 
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Table 2 

Numeric Conversions of Land Capability Classification Units 

LCC LCC Point Rating 

I 100 

IIe 90 

IIs,w 80 

IIIe 70 

IIIs,w 60 

IVe 50 

IVs,w 40 

V 30 

VI 20 

VII 10 

VIII 0 

 

Table 3 

Summary of Soils on the Project Site 

Soil Type NRCS Farmland Classification 
Storie 
Index Land Capability Class 

Fallbrook sandy loam, 2 to 5% slopes Prime Farmland if irrigated 75 

(Grade 2) 

IIe (if irrigated) 

IIIe (if non-irrigated) 

Vista coarse sandy loam, 5 to 9% slopes Farmland of Statewide Importance 56 

(Grade 3) 

IIIe (if irrigated) 

IVe (if non-irrigated) 

Vista coarse sandy loam, 9 to 15% 
slopes 

Not Prime Farmland 55 

(Grade 3) 

IVe (if irrigated) 

IVe (if non-irrigated) 

Vista coarse sandy loam, 9 to 15% 
slopes, eroded 

Not Prime Farmland 48 

(Grade 3) 

IVe (if irrigated) 

IVe (if non-irrigated) 
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Table 4 equates to Table 1A of Land Evaluation Worksheet entitled Land Capability 

Classification and Storie Index Scores in the California Agricultural LESA Model Instruction 

Manual prepared by the California DOC (updated in 2011). 

Table 4 

Land Capability Classification and Storie Index Scores 

A B C D E F G H 

Soil Map Unit 
Project 
Acres 

Proportion of 
Project Area LCC 

LCC 
Rating 

LCC 
Score 

Storie 
Index 

Storie Index 
Score 

Fallbrook sandy loam, 2 to 5% slopes 0.72 0.05 IIe 90 4.47 75 3.73 

Vista coarse sandy loam, 5 to 9% 
slopes 

0.43 0.03 IIIe 70 2.07 56 1.66 

Vista coarse sandy loam, 9 to 15% 
slopes 

11.28 0.78 IVe 50 39.09 55 43.00 

Vista coarse sandy loam, 9 to 15% 
slopes, eroded 

2.01 0.14 IVe 50 6.95 48 6.67 

Totals 14.44 1.0 - LCC 

Total 
Score 

52.55 Storie 
Index 
Total 

Score 

55.06 

 

Hence, the application of the Land Evaluation Tool results in an LCC score of 52.55 and a Storie 

Index Score of 55.06. Of the four soil types on the project site, one is Farmland of Statewide 

Importance and two are Not Prime Farmland. The remaining one soil type is Prime Farmland, if 

irrigated. The project site is not dominated by active agricultural land uses. However, there is 

historic agricultural use on the project site and water supply and services are provided by the 

Vallecitos Water District, therefore, the irrigated LCC rating has been utilized to most accurately 

reflect the situation of the land and ability to support crops. 

Part 2: Scoring of Site Assessment Factors 

The California LESA Model includes four SA factors that are separately rated: 

1. The Project Size Rating 

2. The Water Resources Availability Rating 

3. The Surrounding Agricultural Land Use Rating 

4. The Surrounding Protected Resource Land Rating 
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The analysis for the Site Assessment is as follows. 

1. Project Size Rating: The Site Assessment relies upon the following Project Size Scoring 

rubric (Table 5), which corresponds to Table 3 in the LESA Model Instruction Manual 

prepared by the California DOC (1997). 

Table 5 

Project Size Scoring 

LCC Class I or II Soils LCC Class III Soils LCC Class IV or lower Soils 

Acres Score Acres Score Acres Score 

80 or above 100 160 or above 100 320 or above 100 

60–79 90 120–159 90 240–319 80 

40–59 80 80–119 80 160–239 60 

20–39 50 60–79 70 100–159 40 

10–19 30 40–59 60 40–99 20 

Fewer than 10 0 20–39 30 Fewer than 40 0 

  10–19 10   

  Fewer than 10 0   

 

According to the LESA Model Instruction Manual prepared by the California DOC (updated 

in 2011):  

The inclusion of the measure of a project’s size in the California 

Agricultural LESA Models is a recognition of the role that farm size 

plays in the viability of commercial agricultural operations. In general, 

larger farming operations can provide greater flexibility in farm 

management and marketing decisions. Certain economies of scale for 

equipment and infrastructure can also be more favorable for larger 

operations. In addition, larger operations tend to have greater impacts 

upon the local economy through direct employment, as well as impacts 

upon support industries (e.g., fertilizers, farm equipment, and shipping) 

and food processing industries. 

As such, the application of this test to the project results in a score of 0 based on the size 

of the project. See Table 6.  

  



LESA Sunrise Specific Plan, San Marcos, California 

   10727 
 21 May 2019  

Table 6 

Project Size Score 

A B C D E 

Soil Map Unit 
Project Acres 

and LCC 

LCC Class 

I - II 

LCC Class 

III 

LCC Class 

IV- VIII 

Fallbrook sandy loam, 2 to 5% slopes,  IIe 0.72 - - 

Vista coarse sandy loam, 5 to 9% slopes IIIe - 0.43 - 

Vista coarse sandy loam, 9 to 15% slopes IVe - - 11.28 

Vista coarse sandy loam, 9 to 15% slopes, eroded IVe - - 2.01 

Totals 14.44 0.72 0.43 13.29 

Project Size Scores - 0 0 0 

Highest Project Size Score 0    

 

2. Water Resources Availability Rating: The Water Resources Availability Rating is based 

upon identifying the various water sources that may supply a given property, and then 

determining whether different restrictions in supply are likely to take place in years that 

are characterized as being periods of drought and non-drought. Table 7, Water Resources 

Availability, corresponds to Table 4 in the LESA Model Instruction Manual prepared by 

the California DOC (updated in 2011). 

Table 7 

Water Resources Availability 

A B C D E 

Project Proportion Water Source 
Proportion of Project 

Area 
Water Availability 

Score 
Weighted Availability 

Score (CxD) 

1 Irrigated 1.00 80 80 

Total Water Resources Score 80 

 

3. Surrounding Agricultural Land Use Rating: Determination of the surrounding agricultural 

land use rating is based upon the identification of a project’s “Zone of Influence,” which 

is defined as that land near a given project, both directly adjoining and within a defined 

distance away, that is likely to influence, and be influenced by, the agricultural land use 

of the subject project site. 

4. Surrounding Protected Resource Land Rating: The Surrounding Protected Resource Land 

Rating is essentially an extension of the Surrounding Agricultural Land Rating, and is 

scored in a similar manner. Protected resource lands are those lands with long-term use 

restrictions that are compatible with or supportive of agricultural uses of land.  
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The surrounding land uses include agriculture, rural residential uses, and vacant and undeveloped 

land (Figure 4). The total acreage within the Zone of Influence is 434.96. 

Table 8 corresponds to Site Assessment Worksheet 3 in the LESA Model Instruction Manual 

prepared by the California DOC (updated in 2011), which is a table that combines criteria 3 and 4. 

Table 8 

Surrounding Agricultural Land Use and Surrounding Protected Resource Land 

A B C D E F G 

Total acres 
Acres in 

Agriculture 

Acres of 
Protected 

Resource Land 
Percent in 
Agriculture 

Percent 
Protected 

Land 

Surrounding 
Agricultural Land 

Score 

Surrounding 
Protected 

Resource Land 
Score 

434.96 45.82 0 10% 0% 0 0 

 

Based on the criteria in the preceding table, the score for this portion of the project is 0 points for 

the surrounding land use score and 0 points for the surrounding protected resource land score. 

The Final LESA Scoresheet, Table 9, corresponds to Table 8, Final LESA Score Sheet, in the 

LESA Model Instruction Manual prepared by the California DOC (updated in 2011). 

Table 9 

Final LESA Score Sheet 

 Factor Scores Factor Weight Weighted Factor Scores 

Land Evaluation Factors 

Land Capability Classification 52.55 0.25 13.14 

Storie Index 55.06 0.25 13.76 

Land Evaluation Subtotal  0.50 26.90 

Site Assessment Factors 

Project Size 0 0.15 0 

Water Resource Availability 80 0.15 12.0 

Surrounding Agricultural Land 0 0.15 0 

Protected Resource Land 0 0.05 0 

Site Assessment Subtotal  0.50 12.0 

Final LESA Score 38.90 

 

According to the LESA Model Instruction Manual prepared by the California DOC (updated in 

2011), the California LESA Model is weighted so that 50% of the total LESA score of a given 

project is derived from the LE factors, and 50% from the SA factors. Individual factor weights 

are listed below, with the sum of the factor weights required to equal 100%. A single LESA 
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score is generated for a given project after all of the individual Land Evaluation and Site 

Assessment factors have been scored and weighted.  

Table 10 is taken directly from the California Agricultural LESA Instruction Manual, 1997 

prepared by the California DOC, Office of Land Conservation (Appendix A), and summarizes 

the significance levels of the individual LE and SA scores as well as the combined significance 

of the total LA and SE scores. The combined LE and SA score determines the final level of 

significance of a project under the California Agricultural LESA Model. 

Table 10 

California LESA Model Scoring Thresholds 

Total LESA Score Scoring Decision 

0–39 Points Not Considered Significant 

40–59 Points Considered Significant only if the LE and the SA subscores are 
each greater than or equal to 20 points. 

60–79 Points Considered Significant unless either the LE or the SA 
subscore is less than 20 points. 

80–100 Points Considered Significant 

 

The total score, 38.90, is between the 0–39 scoring criteria for Not Considered Significant. 

Therefore, the project site is not considered to represent a significant agricultural resource based on 

the LESA score, and the project would not result in significant impacts to agricultural resources.  

2.5 Mitigation Measures 

No mitigation measures are required. 
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