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Project Title: State Parks, Fern Canyon Trail Accessibility Improvements (Lake or Streambed Alteration Agreement No. 1600-
2018-0322-R 1) 

Project Location (include county): The project is located in Russian Gulch State Park along the Fern Canyon Tail, 
intersecting unnamed tributaries to Russian Gulch Creek in the County of Mendocino, State of California; Section(s) 17, 18, & 
20 T17N, R17W; U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) map Mendocino, Mt. Diablo Base and Meridian; Assessor's Parcel Numbers 
118-260-01, 118-520-01; latitude 39.3315 N and 123. 7937 W. 

Project Description: The California Department of Fish and Wildlife has executed Lake and Streambed Alteration Agreement 
number 1600-2018-0332-R1, pursuant to Section 1602 ·of the Fish and Game Code. This project is limited to 10 
encroachments. Nine encroachments are to install drainage lens/drain dip structures along multiple locations along the trail . 
route where the inboard ditch of the existing road has failed near ephemeral streams and is causing water to spill out and flow 
down sections of the trail. The installation of the drainage lens/drain dip structures is to minimize tail erosion and associated soil 
transport from the trail in Fern Canyon Creek. The installation of the drain dips will direct water perpendicular across the trail 
and into Fern Canyon Creek. Drainage crossings will either be armored with compacted road base or quarried rock rip-rap. 
Work for these projects will include removal of asphalt road base, installation of non-woven filter fabric, installation of rock walls 
with point to point contact, placement of crushed rock between the rock walls, installation of second non-woven fabric filter, 
placement of 4~6" compacted soil/gravel in 2-3" lifts, and installation of energy dissipaters as required. 
One encroachment is for the installation of a puncheon bridge on the trail to allow natural drainage of a seasonal stream. Work 
for this encroachment will include removal of asphalt road-base, brush clearing from project perimeter, installation of rock 
causeway on approaches, trenching to install footing, recontouring of stream channel, installation of soit dam and mud sill, 
anchoring mud sill with rebar, placement of joist. decking, and ra.ils of bridge, rock armoring as necessary to minimize erosion, 
and revegetation of disturbed areas. 

Publi~ Agency Approving Project: CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND WILDLIFE 

Person or Public Agency Carrying Out Project California Department of Parks and Recreation 

Exempt Status: 

D Statutory Exemption. 

IZl Categorical Exemption. Type - Classes 1, 2, 3, & 4; California Code of Regulations, Title 14, Section 15301, 15302, 

15303, and 15304 

Reasons why project is exempt: Project consists of the repair, maintenance and minor alteration of existing public structures 
and facilities involving negligible expansion of use beyond current levels, the replacement of existing structure and facility where 
the new structure will be located on the same site as the structure replace and will have substantially the same purpose and 
capacity as the structure replaced, the construction or installation of limited numbers of new, small facilities, and the minor 
alteration in the condition of land that does not involve removal of healthy, mature, scenic trees included as "modifications of 
existing facilities for disabled access·· in the 
Department of Parks and Recreation's list of exempt activities in accordance with CCR§ 15300.4. 
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