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Titles and Records Offices are des-
ignated as Certifving Officers for this
purpose. When a copy or reproductinn
of a title docunient is authenticated hy
the official seal and certified by a Man-
ager, Land Titles and Records Office.
the copy or repraduction shall be ail-
mitted into evidence the same as the
original from which it was made. The
fees for furnishing such certified vopies
are established by a uniform fee sched-
ule applicable to all conatituent units
of the Department of the Intertor and
puablished in 43 CFR part 2. appendix &.

$150.11 Disclosure of land records,
title documents, and title reports.

ta) The usefulness of a Land Titles
and Records Office depsnds in laree
measure on the ability of the public to
consult the records contained therein.
It 15 therefore, the policy of the Bureau
of Indian Affairs to allow access to
land records and title documerts un-
less such access would violate the Pri-
vacy Act. 5 U.s.C. 5532a or other law ve-
stricting aceess to such records. or
there are strong policy grounds foyr de-
Nying access where such accesg 13 pot
required by the Freedom of Informa-
tion Act. 5 U.8.C. 552, Tt ghall he the
policy of the Bureau of Indian Affairs
that, unless specifically authorized,
maonetary constderations will not e
disclosed insofar as leases of tribal
land are concerned

thy Before disclosing information
coneerning any living individual, the
Manager, Land Titles and Records Of-
fice. shall conmsult 5 U.8.C. 352atk and
the notice of routine users then in ef.
fect to determine whether the informa
tion may bhe releaged without the writ
ten consent of the person Lo whom 1t
pertains
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3151.1 Purpose and scope.

These regulations set forth the an-
thorities. poliev. and procedurez gov-
crning the asguidition of land by the
United States in trust status {or indi-
vidual Indians amd tribes. Acguisivion
of Tand by incdhividual Indians and tribes
in fee simple status {8 not covered by
these regulations even though such
land mav. by cperation of law, be held
in restricted status following acquisi-
tion. Acquisivion of land in trust status
by inheritance or escheat is not cov
eved by these regulations. These regu-
lations do not cover the acquisition of
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land in trust or restricted status, land
may he acquired for an individaal In-
dian in trust status:

(1i When the land i3 located within
the exterior boundaries of an Indian
reservation, or adjacent therceta; or

12y When the land is already in trast
or restrivted status

$151.4 Acquisitions in trust of lands
owned in fee by an Indian.
Unrestrictad land owned by an indi-
vidual Indian or a tribe may he con-
veved Into trust status, including a
conveyance to trudt for the owner sub-
Ject to the provisions of this part.

$151.5 Trust acquisitions in Oklahoma
under section 5 of the LR.A.

In addition to acquisitions for tribes
which did not reject vhe provisions of
the Indian Reorganization Act and
their members. land may be acquired
in trust status for an individual Indian
or a tribe in the State of Oklahoma
under section § of the of June 18,
1934 48 Stat. 985; 25 U.B.C. 465, if such
acquisition comes within the terms of
this part. This authority is in additinn
to all other statutory authority fur
such an acquisition.

3151.6 Exchanges.

An individual Indian or tribe may ac-
quire land in trust starus by exchange
il the acguisition comes within the
terms of this part. The disposal aspocts
of an exchange are governed by part 152
of this title.

y151.7
ests.,

Acquisition of fractional inter-

Acguisition of a fractional jand inter-
est by an individual Irvlian ov a tribe in
trust status rcan be approved by the
Secretary only

ta) The buyer already owns a frac-
tional interest in the same parcel of
land,; or

11 The interest being acquired by the
buver is1n fee status: or

101 The buyer offers to pur-hase the
remaining undivided trust or restricted
interests in the parcel @b not less than
their falr market value: o1

«dy There is a specific law which
grants to the particular huver the
right to purchase an undivided interest
or tnterests in trust or restiloted land

§151.10

without offering to purrhase all of such
INLerests; ar

ie, The swioer of a majurity of the re-
maining trust or vestricted interests in
the parcel consent in writing to the ao-
quisition bv the huver.

$151.8 Tribal consent for nonmember
acquisitions.

An individual Indian or tribe may ac-
guire land in D2ust 8tatus ol a reserva-
tian ather than its cwn only when the
governing hody of the tribe having ju
risdletion over such reservation con-
sents mowriting to the acquisition, pro-
vided. that =uch consent ghall not be
requirad if the individual Indian or the
tribe already owns an undivided wrust
ar restricted interest wn the parcel of
land ta be acguired,

$151.9 Requests for approval of acqui-
sitions.

An individual Indian or trite destring
Ly acqauire land in trust 8tatas shall {ile
a wiitten request for approval of such
aviuisition with the Secretary. The 1e-
quest necd not be inoany special fmrm
but shall set out the identity of rthe
parties, a description of the land th be
acquired. and other information which
would show that the acquisition comes
within the terms of this part.

$151.10  On-reservation acquisitions.

Upon receipt of a wiillen request Lo
have Jamds taken in trust, the Sec-
retary will notify the state and iceal
governments having regulatory juris
diction over the land to be acguired.
uniesa the acquisition is mandated by
fezisiatwon., The notee will wform the
state or focal government that cach
will be given 30 days in which to pro-
vide written comments as to the acqus
sten’s  potential  impacts on -
latory jurisdiction, real property taxes
and speoial assessments I the st :
Iocal government respomds within a !
dav perind, a copy ol the comments
will be provided to the appilicant, why
will he @iven a reasonable time in
which to reply and or request that the
a idectsi The See-
retary will consider the following cri-
teria in evaluating vequests for the ac-
quixition of lanpd 1 trust status when
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titir Immediatsly acquire the land in
trust under §151. 14 on or after the date
such decision 18 issuedd and upon fulfiil-
ment of the requirements of §151.13 and
any other Departmental requirements.

tdy A decision made by a Bureau of
Indian Affairs official pursuant to deles
gated authority i3 not a final ageney
action of the Department undsr §
U500 704 until adminiatrative rem-
edies are exhausted under part 2 of th
chapter or antil the time f{or {iling
notice of appeal has expired and no ad-
ministrative appeal has been filed.

(1r If the official denies the request
the official shall promptly provide the
applicant with the decision and notifi-
cation of any nght to file an adminis-
trative appeal under part 2 of this
chapter.

t3y If the official approves the re-
guest, the official shall:

v Promptly provide the applicant
with the decision:

tity Promptly provide written notice
of the decision and the right, if any. tu
file an administrative appeal of such
decision pursuant to part 2 of this
chapter., hy mail or personal depivery
to;

(A Interested parties who have made
themselves known. in writing, ta the
official prior to the decision being
made; and

(B The State and local governments
having regulatory junsdiction aver the
land to be acquired;

{iit: Promptly publish a notice in a
newspaper of general circulation serve
ing the affected area of the Jdecision
and the right. if anv. of interested par-
ties whn did not make themselves
known, in writing, to the official o nl J
an administrative appeal of the deci-
sion undeyr part 2 of this chapter; and

(ivy Immediately acquire the land in
trust under §151.34 upon expiration of
the time for filing a notice of appeal or
upon exhaustion of administrative
remedies under part 2 of this title. and
upon the fulfillment of the require-
ments of §151.13 and any other Depart-
mental requirements.

3y The administrative appeal period
under part 2 of this chapter begins on:

tiy The date of receipt of written no-
tice by the applicant or interested par-
ties entitled to notieces under para-

§151.15

graphs idae D and obidsdhy of this sec-
[S195:8

i The dawe of first publication of
the notice for unknown intevested par.
ties under paragraph «da@uiin of this
S0 l1on

10 Any party who wishes to seek ju-
dieral review of an offictal’'s decision
must frst exhaust administrative rem-
edies under 25 CFR part 2

(78 FR 67337, Naov 130 2013

§151.13 Title examination.

If the Secretary determines that he
will approve a reguest {or the acquisi-
tion of land from unrestricted fee sta-
tus To trust atatis, he shall acmiive, or
require the applicant to furnish. titls
evidence meeting the Siandards For The
Pwmuu on of Title Evtdence In l‘zml Ao
quisitions by the United Stat 1ad by
the 5. Department of Justice. After
having the title evidence r‘xaminrd the
Seeretary shall notify the applivant of
any liens. envumbrances, ov infirmities
which may exist. The Secretary may
reduire the eliminatisn of any such
liens, encumbrances,  or  infirmitiss
prica 1o taking final approval action on
the acauisition and he shall vequire
¢limination prior t¢ such approval af
the lizns. encumbrances, or infirmities
make title o the land unmarketabla.

& FR 82036 Sept 18, 1980, Redesignated at
A FR 32875, Tune 33 18953

$151.14 Formalization of acceptance.
Formal aceeptance of lami in irust
status shall be accomplished by the
tssuance or approval of an instrument
of vonvevance by the Secretary as is
appropriate in the circumstances.

HTOFROG2036. Sep
66 F'HO3IB7Y. June

18, 1980 Redestanated at
3. 1995

151,15 Information collection.

far The information eollection re-
guirements contained in §§151.8. 15110,
1511 e and 151.13 have heen approved
by the Office of Managament and Budg-
e under M U.SC 3501 ef seyg. and as-
signed clearance number 1076 0100, This
mmrma{mn iy being collected to ac-
quire land into trast on behalf of the
Indian tribes and individuals, and will
e used to assist the Secretary in mak-
ing a determination. Responase to Lhis
request {8 reguired to obtain a henefit
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