
State of California-Transportation Agency 

DEPARTMENT OF CALIFORNIA HIGHWAY PATROL 
Fresno Area 
1380 E. Fortune Avenue 
Fresno, CA 93725 
(559) 705-2200 

April 17, 2019 

File Number 063.Al 7617.A14077.Nop.Doc 

Raychel Skeen, Associate Environmental Planner 
California Department of Transportation 
855 M Street, Suite 200 
Fresno, CA 93721 
(559) 445-6132 
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GAVIN NEWSOM, Governor 
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APR 23 2019 . 

s-ow•1NOffOOSE 

The California Highway Patrol (CHP) Fresno Area was recently requested to review 
environmental documents related to a proposed South Fresno Interchange Project (06-0H240) on 
State Route 99 from North Avenue to American Avenue, in Fresno, California. The CHP has 
concerns with the proposed interchange project and the impact it will have on the CHP Fresno 
Area operations as well as the service to the public during the construction phase of the 
interchange. 

The CHP Fresno Area office is located directly west of the proposed interchange, off North 
Avenue and Orange Avenue, and utilizes all the interchanges previously mentioned (North, 
Central, American) to access State Route 99 as well as county highways located on the east side 
of State Route 99 to respond to emergency incidents and serve the communities in its area of 
responsibility. Construction on these interchanges will undoubtedly create increased response 
times from the CHP Fresno Area office to emergency incidents on State Route 99 and those 
occurring on the east side of State Route. We also have concerns with how this interchange 
project will affect the public who travels to our office for services as the construction could 
create delays and unclear vehicular access. The CHP Fresno Area prides itself on providing the 
highest level of safety, service, security to the public. Although the CHP Fresno Area looks 
forward to the project's completion and believes it will improve traffic flow and enhance traffic 
safety, we recommend a public awareness campaign and clearly marked routes, be implemented 
prior to the reconfiguration of the interchanges. 

Additionally, we are requesting we are kept informed of the timeliness for all phases of the 
project, so we can keep the public we serve informed through our community outreach efforts. 

Safety, Service, and Security An Internationally Accredited Agency 



If you have any questions regarding these concerns, please contact Lieutenant Hector Madrigal at 
(559) 705-2200. 

Sincerely, 

~ALKER, Capofo 
Commander 

cc. State Clearing House 
Central Division 
Special Projects Section 
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ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT 
EVALUATION/RESPONSE CHECKLIST 

FOR AREA/SECTION 

Reference: General Order 41.2 

Action 

Review memorandum for the due date(s). 
Determine if the proposed project might impact local operations 
and/or public safety. Examples include: housing developments, large 
commercial projects, large recreational developments or expansions, 
landfill or quarry operations, hazardous materials storage and/or 
dump sites, highway construction/improvement projects, new schools, 
airport improvements, annexations/incorporations, off-highway vehicle 
facilities, and Indian aamina facilities. 
Review environmental impact documents to identify issues or 
concerns with possible impact to departmental operations (i.e., 
increased response times, enforcement, emergency services, service 
calls, telecommunications, oublic safetv\. 
Resoonses 
If comments are advisable: 
Correspondence should focus primarily on traffic safety, congestion, 
or other impacts to the CH P's mission; however, Areas shall not 
indicate to the lead agency that additional personnel, facilities, 
vehicles, etc., are a means to mitigate departmental service 
issues. 
Ensure the State Clearinghouse number (SCH#) is included in all 
correspondence. 
Comments shall be provided directly to the State Clearinghouse at 
1400 Tenth Street, Room 121, Sacramento, CA 95814, or the lead 
agency as deemed appropriate, no later than the designated due 
date. Provide a copy to Special Projects Section (SPS) via electronic 
mail /e-mail\. 
For project tracking purposes, SPS must be notified of Area/Section's 
assessment of the project. After mailing your comments to the SCH or 
lead aaencv, send a scanned com, via e-mail to SPS. 
If no im1;1act is determined: 
Via e-mail, please respond "no impact to Area's 
local operations and/or public safety by SCH# was 
identified," by the designated SCH due date to the SPS analyst listed 
on the Environmental Document Review and Response 
memorandum. Ensure the SCH# is included. 

Reference 
GO 41.2 
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swe pfCnUfornia Tra11sp9rtatio11 Agency 

Meinorandµm 

Date: Apdl 16, 2019 

To: Fresno Atea ( 435,) 

From: 0.EP AR~NT OF CALlFORNIA inGHWAYPATROL 
Special J:\9jeqts Secti,m 

File No,: 063.Al 7617.Al4077.Nop.Doc 

Sl\hject: ENVlRbNM;ENTAL DOOUMENT REVJEW AND RESPONSE 
SOH#2019039121 . . 

Spe◊ial Projects Seqtio11 {$PS) re9eutly recei:vedthe referenced Noj:ige of Ph;para!ion (NOP) 
errvh'orunentalimpact docUhlent tl;oin the State Cleat'inghouse (SCH). 

Due to the project's ,geo,graplricalproximity to the Premo Area,please use the attached checklist to 
Mses$ it$ potential lmpMt tP. looalAt·ea qpet~tiDns a11d i,i.tbllc ,$afety, . Wdtten comments rofot.enqing the 
above'SQH UU\Uber mllsfl:ie mailec! c!irect!y to the lead,tjgency, with a GOPY to the State'Cle.armghouse at 
1400 Tenth Street, Rool:ll l21,Sacb11nento, CA 95814 .. Yo:u1· written eon:unents must he received by the 
kad agencyµo h,ter thanA.Pril :23, :2019, For referen~, ac!di\iona! lrtfomJ~fion can be found in General 
Order 41,2, Envii'onrnental inwact Documents. 

For project tracking puuioses, SPS must be notified of Fresno Area'$ a~ses~ent of the project 
(!11c!U:dingrtega:ti.ve r~ports). Via e-41):a(l, please forward a copy of Area's response to Staffs•erviQes 
Manager I Denise Dobsqil, it\ ddobson@chp.ca.r,av: For ques1:iqns ot concerns, please contact 
Ms. enise Dobson at {916) 843-3370, · · 

. S. MASON, $SM III 
Ccirinnander 

Attachments: Checklist 
Project File 

cc: Central Division 

Sqfety, Service, and Secul'ity 
CHP 51 {Rev. 0612013) OPI 076 

An Internationally Accredited Agency 
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NOTICE OF PREPARATION 
,, I ' "!~ - '• 

AmaJ1i:lf;R<1Y.,, ,, •\, .,,·., ;J' 
To: Ms\stan\,co.mmIssJohe1', staff 

Callforn)a Hi$hway Patrol 
601North7t11 Street 
s;icrantentQCA95$11 ,.,,, ·:, ·,,,, . .., 

, ' . 

From: Callforrii~ Dept. of Transportation 
86.5 M.Street, Suite 200 
Fresnp, PA .93721 

Subject: Nbtlce <:if P,reparat!on pf <J Draft Environmental Impact Report 
Reference: .California Code of ~eguiatlon$iTitle 14, (Ci:;QA Guidelines) Se,tlons 1$0$2{~). 151P~. 
1q~7fi, . 

Project Title: --'S"'o"'u.,t.,,,h.,,F"'re::.,s,,.n"'o"l"'nt,.,e,,_rc"'h"'a"'n"'g"'e.,,P'"ro,,j"'e"'ct,..-~0"'6""·"'01.,-l::.24,.,0,,__-----~----

Project L()oatlon:. 611 State Route 99 In the southwEist area of the City of Fr.esno at American 
Ave, Central Ave, and North Ave In Fresno County, CA. 

PrnjeCt Description: The reconfiguration of three existing interchanges to 1mprove traffic flow 
and operations, Increase the capacitvoflhe Interchanges, reduce traffic delay, enhance 
traffic safety and provide compatiblllty With local 'planning for the protect area. 

rhis 1s to 1hform you that the California Department of Transportation Wiil be tbe lee<:I agency and 
wlll prepar<;1 an environmental impact report for the project described below. Your partic!p1;1tlbn as 
a responsible agency is requested in the preparation ahd revlew of this document 

Caltrans needs t? know the views. of your agency as to the scope and content of the environmental 
inform8lion thaJ Is J)erman(l tQ yo4r /)gency's statutory responslbilities in connection with the 
proposecl proJec.t. Yo~r agency will need \o use the EIR prepared by our agency when considering 
your permit or other approvlll for the project. 

A more detailed project description, locati9n map, and the potential environmental effects are 
contained in the attached materials. Also, there is a Public lnfor111atlonlScoping Meeting scheduled 
to be held on March 20, 2019 to present prelimins1ry options to improve \he Interchanges.. Plesise 
see the accompar\ylrrg Public Notice in this packet. 

A copy of the Initial Study Is not attached. 

Due to the time limits mandated by State law, your response must be sent at the earliest possible 
date but not later than 30 days after receipt of this notice, 

Please direct your response to: Raychel Skeen, Associate Environmental Planner, Caltritns, 
Central Region Environmental Division, 855 M Street, Suite 200, Fresno CA 93721 i 
Telephone: 559-445-6132. Ple,1se supply us with the name of a contact person In your agency 
and their phone number and address. 

Signature 
Title 



The South Fresno Interchange Project proposes to reconfigure three existing Interchanges on the 
State Route 99 (SR 99) freeway localed at American Avenue, Central Avenue, and North Avenue, 
in Fresno County between Post Miles 12.5 and 19.1. Currently, there are several preliminary 
alternatives being considered at each of the Interchange locations. Generally, each alternative 
proposes to 1) reconstruct and widen the overcrosslngs, 2) construct new and/or reconstruct the 
on- and off-ramps, and 3) provide improvements to adjacent local roads and intersections. 

SR 99 is a major north/south transportation route running through the Central Valley of California. 
This region is known historically as one of the largest, most productive agricultural valleys in the 
world. The project lies on the southern edge of the city of Fresno, where SR 99 runs north/south 
through the City of Fresno and Fresno County planning Jurisdictions. The interchanges were 
originally built in the early to mid-1960s.The land use in the project footprint is predominantly 
industrial with some commercial. The city began implementin'g these uses since the early 1960s, 
but the surrounding area within a quarter of a mile radius varies. Roughly 1 oo properties are In the 
immediate project area, Including a mobile home park. Immediately, north and east there are 
mostly dense industrial and commercial uses with pockets of residential. These communities have 
some city infrastructure such as water, sewer, sidewalks, gas stations, a few small restaurants 
and fast food, and a couple of elementary schools; grocery stores, hospitals, public transportation 
and emergency services are provided north in the city of Fresno. Some of the residents have lived 
in their homes for generations. South and southwest of the project area are open fields and 
orchards, where agriculture has been the practiced land use historically. Running alongside the 
freeway there are several railroad alignments, as well as sections of the newly constructed High 
Speed Rail, which Is a large overhead structure crossing over the freeway between Central and 
North avenues. There are irrigation canals crossing through the area delivering irrigation water to 
farmland. Scattered through th13 industrial properties are rusted old grain silos, remnants of the 
area's agricultural past. · 

Currently, In the project area, the existing partial-interchange at American Avenue and the split­
interchanges at Central/Chestnut Avenues and North/Cedar Avenues do not meet current design 
standards. The interchange configurations are non-standarct. The pavement is old and cracked, · 
There are only two lanes, one in each direction for traffic to cross over the freeway. Vehicles 
using the American Avenue Interchange cannot go south or north on the freeway because there 
are no southbound and northbound on•ramps, so vehicles must wind their way on local streets to 
get onto the freeway. Vehicles using the Central/Chestnut Avenue and North/Cedar Avenue 
interchanges must take slow and circuitous routes, and are forced to stop at multiple intersections 
before arriving at their destinations located only a couple of blocks from the freeway. In addition, 
when the rail 1/nes are In use, traffic is backed up on the local streets, which contributes to 
congestion and travel delay. Caltrans traffic studies show the interchange performance will 
continue to decline at the interchanges and on the intersecting local streets with continued 
development in. and around the project area. The City of Fresno and the Fresno County general 
plans show c_ontinued development planned for the area, with increases in traffic, and especially 
large trucks. The purpose of this project Is to improve the operations of the existing interchanges 
to accommodate the anticipated increase in traffic volume. 

Caltrans is In the early "scoping• phase of the environmental process for the South Fresno 
Interchange Project. The environmental process for this project will include compliance with the 
California Environmental Quality Act and the National.Environmental Polley Act (CEQA and 
NEPA), and all substantive state and federal environmental laws, as they are relevant to the 
project. Caltrans has a statewide program to co_nduct environmental studies which includes 
analysis for a wide range of environmental topics, all of which will be studied for this project with 
the results presented In a Draft Environmental Document. In consideration of CEQA's "Fair 
Argument Standard" and NEPA's consideration of Public Controversy, Caltrans has determined 
that an Environmental Impact Report to comply with CEQA and an Environmental Assessment to 
comply with NEPA are the appropriate level of environmental analysis and documentation to be 
prepared to assess the potential Impacts resulting from construction of this project. 



The interchange locations.are shown as yellow diamonds in the.view below (Google Earth, 
12/2016). The diamond~ indicate only a general area of the anticipated project footprint. 

T~e purple box ind.lcates where several businesses have recently developed in th<;l project 
vicinity, such as Ultra Beauty and Amazon, which have contributed to Increased vehicle traffic in 
the area. 

Missing from yj1;,w is the High Speed Rail line, which is now a dominant feature running through 
this area. 



11/1 -· PUBLIC NOTICE 
Announcement of Public Information/Scoping Meeting 

South Fresno Interchange Project on State Route 99 

FRESNO 

Central 

Robert J, Arrlago 
Community 
Center 

FRESNO CITY LIMITS J 

NOTlo SCALE 

Date: March 20, 2019 
Time: 5:30 p,m." 7:30 p.m. 

-" FRESNO COUNTY 

f Pddtlfi:@/mut1b½@rfft 

Location: Robert J. Arr!ago Community Center 
3582 S. Winery Ave. 
Fresno, CA 93725 

The Calffomla Department ofTransportatlon (Caltrans), In coordination wtth the Fresno Council of Governments (Fresno 
COG), the Fresno County Transportation Authority (FCTA), the City of Fresno, and Fresno County, are proposing to 
reconfigure three Interchanges on State Route 99--at American Avenue, Central Avenue, and North Avenue-In Fresno 
County. The project proposes lo construct new overcrosslng structures wllh addiUonal through-lanes, construct and/or 
reconstruct the on- and off-ramps, add Improvements to adjacent local roads and Intersections, and provide for Improved 
bicycle and pedestrian circulation and accessibility at each interchange location. 

l¾hlilibtui:@iq,we-tt 
This public notice Is lo inform you that Callrans will hold an open forum public lnformaHon/scoplng meeting to provide 
informaHon on the project and gather input and feedback from the public. 

■JWi#UiJJIIMilR1iMitif 
Please come to the meeting, ask questions about !he project, and give your comments lo the project team. View the 
lnlormatlve displays and project maps. Hmong and Spanish language Interpreters will be on hand to translate, W needed. 
Comment cards will be available for you to submit writlen comments. A court reporter will also be present to take spoken 
comments. 

CONTACT 

For Information about the project, please contact the Project Manager, Nell Bretz, at (559) 243-:3465 or by email al 
nell.brelz@dotca.gov. Wyou are not able to attend the meeting but sHII want to provide wrtHen comments, you can sand them 
by U.S. mall to Juergen Vespermann, Senior En~ronmental Planner, HaW Dome Environmental Anat,,sls Branch, 855 M Street, 
Suite 200, Fresno, CA 93721, or by email to juergen.vespermann@dot.ca.gov. i 
CMMltRillWhHnm,n1b½A ! 

. . ' 
Individuals who require special accommodation (Amertcan Sign Language Interpreter, accessible seating, , 
documentation In allemale formals, etc.) are requested to contact the Distrtct 6 Public lnformatlon Office at (559) [ 
444-2518 at least 21 days prior to lhe scheduled scoping meeUng date. TDD users may contact the Calffomia Relay i 
SelVice TDD line al 1-800-735-2929 or 711. (1-8-00-856·3000 for Spanish version). ' 



Sbuth Fresno Interchange Project 

Home Search South Fr'es1iO lnterchan~e Project 

Summary 

South Fresno !ntercbangePr{)ject 

SCH Number 2019039121 

L•ad Agency Cal trans f5 (Fresno) (California Departmento!Transpottatiofl, District6) 

Document Title $oulh fres~o Interchange Project 

Document Type NOP· Noti'° of Preperatton 

Receive~ ~/l2/2/J19 

Page I of2 

Advanced Searct, 

Documenttiescription The South fresno lntetchanie Prnject proposes.to reconfigure three exlstln,ginterchanges on Slat 
e RouteW (,R 99) freeway located at Am·erlcaq Avenue, Centt:alAyeoue, ancJ Nolth Ave~ue,ln Fres 
no l:olrncy, CA be!ween Post MHes 125 and 19.L Currently, there are ten preliminaryalternatives b 
eing cqnSlder.edfo(lhe lnWtn~nge locations; Gen·erally, e"ch alternali_Ve prop(lsesto.1) recon*u 
ct •nd wl<len .the over-i;ros.1lngs, :!) construct new and/or reconstructexlstrng on ond ofhran,p,;, an 
tl a)provlde Improvements to :adjacent,local roads and intersections. · 

Contact Information Raychel Skeei1 

location 

Caltrans #.6 

a5s M ,trM, su11e100, 
Fresno,CMWl 

559.445-6132 

dtlss j_Miilag'aj 

co·unties I.Ffasn:o] 

Cros.s·streets State Route 99 ahd North Ave,t:entral_ Ave, ·and A_ITlerican Ave 

Zip 93725 

Paree-I# rnulflple 

State Highways 99 

Railways several 

Airport$ closest is T-urne(Field 

schools- 2 elementar'yin 1. mile 

Waterways none 

Notice of Completion 

Review Period start 3/22/2019 

https://ceqanetopr.ca.gov/201903 9121/2 4/11/2019 



S'outh Ftes110 Ililerchange Project 

Review Period End 4/22/2019 

Development Typ~ I TcansportatlOh {RetOif$titkt 3 e·icistlng lnte.rdfatige$l] 

Project ls.sues ] affeCted. 11nvlrQOOJE.11'i~ I 
Reviewing· Agencies I NathieAmerl(<in Heritage Coinmlsskni_ 11 AlrReso\n•Ces:eOaril, rransp·ortatlOn.P.r'oleC:ts.l . 

Page 2 of2 

I Callfor-rila be_par:tment Of.Paiks'ariil Re:<:h:iatlo1\ 11.caUfor'nla Highway PafrQl 11 Callfomia Pub lie Utliltlas Commission] 

I C"alt'ral'ls, DlvM1m o:f Aa_rClnaUtlc:_s ] I ·c.eritrai V~!l!iY floOd Pr!ltil:i:"tloll Board I! D1ipartment of Fls:J1and WlldUfa) Region 41 
I nep"attriie'ritotwa·terResoUi'~es II Reg_foliatwat~r"Q.lialltY'eo_li#ol_\3d~, R.e"itlori.!l IF(e~itO) II R8$(!µ1'Ci!~Age111;y I 
I R1:1.!/,o_urces,.Rll~yc{lng and Re.c;overy I 

Attachments 

State Coinme1its 

Odwnlo~d CSV Mew Si;QJ~h 

BacktoTqp Condltlons oFUse Privacy Policy Accessibility ContacfUs 
Bt'o_wse Dot;uments 

Cqpyright © 2019 State ofOalifomi, 
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