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PART 1 - PROJECT INFORMATION

A. INTRODUCTION

1. Desert Water Agency

Desert Water Agency (DWA or the Agency) was formedl961 for the purposes of
securing water supplies for, and providing watewise to, residents of its service area.
DWA's service area is generally bounded on thehndifom west to east) by the
intersection of Interstate 10 and Highway 111 tanGhCanyon and the Whitewater
River, on the east by the Whitewater River andGbachella Valley Water District, on
the south by the rugged Santa Rosa Mountains, mtideowest by the rugged San Jacinto

Mountains.

DWA currently provides municipal water service toosal population of approximately
63,600 residents within its service area, whichuides the City of Palm Springs (CPS),
the southwest portion of the City of Cathedral Cimd some unincorporated areas

within Riverside County.
2. Snow Creek Village

Snow Creek Village is located in Snow Creek Cangorthe northerly slopes of Mount
San Jacinto (seBigures 1 and 2. The Snow Creek Village community comprises
approximately 40 potable water services, with a imam seasonal population of

approximately 132 persons (3.3 persons per comamegtd#O connections = 132 persons).

Snow Creek Village is served by surface water ftbm Snow Creek and Falls Creek
Surface Water Diversions located in Section 33, ighip 3 South, Range 3 East, San
Bernardino Meridian (SBM). The Surface Water Dsiens discharge water into the 20-
inch diameter Snow Creek Penstock and PipelinestBek), which runs northerly down-
slope through Sections 28 and 31 (Township 3 S&tahge 3 East, SBM) to the 300-kW
Snow Creek Hydroelectric Power Plant (SCPP). IctiSe 28, approximately 1/4 mile
southerly of Snow Creek Village, an 8-inch resargoipply line conveys water from the
Penstock westerly to the 150,000-gallon Snow Ciéidege Reservoir (Reservoir No.
18), which supplies Snow Creek Village.

R KRIEGER & STEWART
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B. PROJECT DESCRIPTION

s
V/

&

1. Proposed Project
The Agency's Snow Creek Village Surface Water &ilbn Plant Project (herein also
referred to as the Project) consists of the coostmu and operation of a surface water
filtration plant (the filtration plant) on DWA's esting SCPP property, as depicted on
Figure 2 herein.
The filtration plant will receive pressurized wafssm the existing 20-inch penstock via
a pressure reducing station that will be locatethatexisting penstock. The filtration
plant's disinfected product water will be conveyedhe existing 150,000-gallon Snow
Creek Village Reservoir via an 8-inch diameter fiifge using residual pressure from the
penstock.
Construction of the Project will include the follong:
Construction of a raw water pressure reducingastait the existing penstock;
Construction of two filter banks with two EPD 13&uare-foot (SF) filter units per
bank (for a total of four filter units and 135 galk per minute (gpm) capacity with
one bank out of service);
Construction of a backwash supply pressure redustatipn;
Installation of a backwash waste clarifier withaatied clearwell;
Installation of two backwash recycle pumps;
Installation of onsite valves, piping, and appuaietes;
Construction of a masonry block building housing:
= Filter units
» Coagulant feed system
= Chlorination system
= Separate, air-conditioned electrical room
Painting of aboveground facilities; and
Filtration plant start-up and testing.
KRIEGER & STEWART
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C.

£

>

hSy

Purpose

Following its review of DWA's water system and smurrecords, the California
Department of Public Health Drinking Water Progrémw the State Water Resources
Control Board Division of Drinking Water) approv&thow Creek, Falls Creek, and other
surface water sources for filtration avoidance wnttee Surface Water Filtration
Avoidance criterial set forth in 40 CFR 141.71.

As described in th&urface Water Filtration Avoidance 2017 Annual kxson report
for DWA, dated September 2018, water quality datechlendar year 2017 demonstrates
that Snow Creek is no longer in compliance withr&ilon Avoidance Criteria as set
forth in California Code of Regulations (CCR) Ti22, Section 64652.5. Specifically,
Snow Creek did not meet the fecal coliform requeats of 22 CCR 64652.5(C)(1).

Because Snow Creek no longer meets the criterifilfi@tion avoidance, filtration must
be provided for water sourced from Snow Creek. Phaect consists of construction
and operation of facilities to provide the requifdttation for the water sourced from

Snow Creek.

ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING

Location

The Project is located in an unincorporated arethefCounty of Riverside, within Snow
Creek Canyon, on the northerly slopes of the SamtdaMountains. Refer tBigures 1

and 2 herein.

The filtration plant will be located on the site thie existing Snow Creek Hydroelectric
Power Plant (Snow Creek Power Plant or SCPP), whitdtated along Snow Creek Road
on property identified as Assessor's Parcel Nunth&N) 522-100-018, approximately

2,500 feet northerly of the small residential comityuof Snow Creek Village.

¥ KRIEGER & STEWART
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2. Climate

Climate in DWA's service area is characterized by Ihumidity, high summer
temperatures, and mild dry winters. The area nilymraceives an average annual
precipitation of approximately 5.5 inches, most wiiich occurs during December

through February (except for summer thundershowers)

Prevailing winds in the area are usually gentle dngasionally increase to velocities as
high as 50 to 60 miles per hour or more. Midsumieemperatures commonly exceed
100 degrees Fahrenheit], frequently reach 128, and periodically reach 120. The

average winter temperature is approximateRF60
3. Land Use

DWA's existing SCPP site, on which the water filom plant is proposed, contains the
existing SCPP, which is operated by DWA. Besides $CPP facilities, the ground
surface at the SCPP site is covered with gravelismaaintained by DWA. The site is
located within unincorporated Riverside Countyzasmed Rural Residential (R-R), and
has a current land use designation of Open Spanse®aation Habitat (OS-CH). The

SCPP site is surrounded by open space.
4. Soils and Geology

Based on the reporGeotechnical Engineering Report Proposed Snow Ch&flker
Filtration Plant Improvement Project Snow Creek Bo&now Creek Village Area,
Riverside County, Californidy Earth Systems Pacific, dated January 15, 261D (
referred to herein as the Earth Systems Repos)Ptivject site has remained relatively

unchanged since 1996, according to a review obihistl aerial photographs.

According to the Earth Systems Report, soils atRtaect site generally consist of fine
to coarse grained sand with varying amounts ofasitt gravel. The site is covered with
shallow fill overlying naturally deposited soilsThe native soils consist of alluvial

deposits, while fill soils appear to be comprisédative soils.

N
I .;" KRIEGER & STEWART
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D. COMPLIANCE WITH CEQA

This document has been prepared in compliance With provisions of the California
Environmental Quality Act, codified in CaliforniauBlic Resources Code, Division 13, Section
21000et seq(CEQA) and the State CEQA Guidelines (Californad€ of Regulations, Title 14,
Section 1500@t seq. Pursuant to CEQA and the State CEQA Guidelitias,Initial Study has

been prepared to determine whether the Projecthaas a significant effect on the environment.

This Initial Study for DWA's Snow Creek Village $ace Water Filtration Plant has been
prepared by Krieger & Stewart, Incorporated undertiact with the Agency to comply with the
provisions of CEQA.

E. LEAD AGENCY

Desert Water Agency is lead agency for the Propztit is the public agency with the primary
responsibility for preparing CEQA documents and darrying out and approving the Project.
Since DWA is responsible for the Project, it mustply with its own CEQA procedures, which
conform to the requirements of CEQA and the Stae€& Guidelines issued by the State of

California. DWA's CEQA procedures are includedhia document, Desert Water Agency Local

Guidelines for Implementing the California Enviroamtal Quality Act (2018), which is on file at

DWA's office in Palm Springs, California.

DWA, through the "Desert Water Agency Law", anwahich created DWA and which prescribes
its powers, can construct, operate, maintain, repad replace water, wastewater, and recycled
water system facilities as needed to provide saferaliable service. DWA routinely constructs
new facilities, maintains them, and replaces themexessary to maintain adequate, reliable, and
safe domestic water service, wastewater serviakreaycled water service to its customers. The

Project is a continuation of the authority that DWés exercised in the past.

L.
IS KRIEGER & STEWART
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F. PUBLIC INFORMATION DOCUMENT

This is a public information document preparedagtordance with CEQA, the State CEQA
Guidelines, and DWA's local CEQA guidelines. Thegmses of this Initial Study are to provide
DWA with information to use as a basis for ideritify the potential environmental impacts of the
Project, for determining the appropriate CEQA doentrto prepare for the Project, to facilitate
environmental assessment of the Project, and tagga@ocumentation of the factual basis for the
finding in the Project's Mitigated Negative Decltaoa. Additionally, this document identifies
mitigation intended to avoid or reduce to levelssi¢han significant any adverse environmental
impacts of the Project.

_—
14.:: KRIEGER & STEWART
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PART 2 - ENVIRONMENTAL EFFECTS AND CHECKLIST

A. PROJECT INFORMATION

1.

10.

p

Project Title:

Snow Creek Village Surface Water Filtration Plant

Lead Agency Name and Address:

Desert Water Agency
1200 South Gene Autry Trail
Palm Springs, California 92264

Contact Person and Phone Number:

Mark S. Krause, General Manager
(760) 323-4971

Project Location:

The proposed surface water filtration plant will denstructed on DWA's existing Snow
Creek Power Plant (SCPP) site (Assessor's ParaslbBiu[APN] 522-100-018), within
Section 21, Township 3 South, Range 3 East, SanaB#ino Meridian (SBM) within the
County of Riverside.

SeeFigures 1 and 2herein.

Project Sponsor's Name and Address:

Desert Water Agency

1200 South Gene Autry Trail

Palm Springs, California 92264

General Plan Designation:

Open Space-Conservation Habitat (OS-CH)
Zoning:

Rural Residential (R-R)

Description of Project:

See Page 2.

Surrounding Land Uses and Setting:

See Pages 3 to 4.

Other public agencies whose approval may be remed (e.g., permits, financing
approval, or participation agreement):

» State Water Resources Control Board Division ohKirig Water

—
IS KRIEGER & STEWART
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11. Have California Native American tribes traditionally and culturally affiliated with

£

>

hSy

the project area requested consultation pursuant t@Public Resources Code Section
21080.3.17? If so, has consultation begun?

Desert Water Agency (DWA) requested a list of sibethe Project area from the Native
American Heritage Commission (NAHC). After recelyithe list from the NAHC,
DWA mailed out formal notification of the Projech ¢-ebruary 7, 2019 to all tribes on
the list.

On February 28, 2019, DWA received a responser leitieemail from a representative of
the Agua Caliente Band of Cahuilla Indians (Agudiefde). In said letter, Agua
Caliente requested several documents as well garéisence of an Agua Caliente Native
American Cultural Resource Monitor during groundtdiibing activities at the Project
site. Available documents have been provided taaAgaliente, and DWA will
cooperate with Agua Caliente's request for a tnibahitor. Agua Caliente subsequently
requested consultation on this Project via emaiMamch 6, 2019, and consultation has
since commenced via continued email communicatlmetereen DWA staff and Agua
Caliente.

On March 4, 2019, DWA received a response leti@iemail from a representative of the
Morongo Band of Mission Indians (Morongo). In saadter, Morongo requested to
consult on the Project with DWA. As part of itgjuest, Morongo has additionally asked
for a records search of the project site and trgzaaticipation during site surveys and
testing. DWA will contract with CRM TECH to perfora cultural resources records
search and inventory at Morongo's request. DWArhaponded to Morongo via email,
initiating formal consultation, on March 5, 2019.

Tribal Cultural Resources are discussed furthéssne XVII herein.

¥ KRIEGER & STEWART
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B. ENVIRONMENTAL FACTORS POTENTIALLY AFFECTED

The environmental factors checked below would be potentially effday this project, involving at
least one impact that is a "Potentially Significant Impact" raicated by the checklist on the

following pages.

[] Aesthetics [] Agriculture/Forestry Resources
(] Air Quality [] Biological Resources

[J Cultural Resources [] Geology/Soils

[J Greenhouse Gas Emissions [J Hazards & Hazardous Materials
O Hydrology/Water Quality [J Land Use/Planning

[0 Mineral Resources [J Noise

[0 Population/Housing [J Public Services

[1 Recreation [ Transportation/Traffic

0 Tribal Cultural Resources [ Utilities/Service Systems

[l Mandatory Findings of Significance

e
1&.:: KRIEGER & STEWART
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C. DETERMINATION (To be completed by the Lead Agency):

On the basis of this initial evaluation:

Q

I find that the proposed project COULD NOT have a significant effect on the environment,
and a NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be prepared.

I find that although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the environment,
there will not be a significant effect in this case because revisions in the project have been
made by or agreed to by the project proponent. A MITIGATED NEGATIVE
DECLARATION will be prepared.

I find that the proposed project MAY have a significant effect on the environment, and an
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT is required.

I find that the proposed project MAY have a "potentially significant" or "potentially
significant unless mitigated" impact on the environment, but at least one effect 1) has been
adequately analyzed in an earlier document pursuant to applicable legal standards, and 2) has
been addressed by mitigation measures based on the earlier analysis as described on attached
sheets. An ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT is required, but it must analyze only the
effects that remain to be addressed.

I find that although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the environment,
because all potentially significant effects (a) have been analyzed adequately in an earlier EIR
or NEGATIVE DECLARATION pursuant to applicable standards, and (b) have been
avoided or mitigated pursuant to that earlier EIR or NEGATIVE DECLARATION, including
revisions or mitigation measures that are imposed upon the proposed project, nothing further
is required.

Oupnr 7 3,01 )

David F. Scriven Date
KRIEGER & STEWART, INCORPORATED

Agency Consulting Engineer

DESERT WATER AGENCY

|48 KRIEGER & STEWART
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D. EVALUATION OF ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS

1§

A brief explanation is required for all answerscept "No Impact" answers that are
adequately supported by the information sourcemad hgency cites in the parentheses
following each question. A "No Impact" answer dequately supported if the referenced
information sources show that the impact simplysdoet apply to projects like the one
involved (e.g. the project falls outside a faulpture zone). A "No Impact" answer
should be explained where it is based on projeetifp factors as well as general
standards (e.g. the project will not expose sesmsiteceptors to pollutants, based on a

project-specific screening analysis).

All answers must take account of the whole acinwvolved, including off-site as well as
on-site, cumulative as well as project-level, indiras well as direct, and construction as

well as operational impacts.

Once the lead agency has determined that acylartiphysical impact may occur, then
the checklist answers must indicate whether theahjs potentially significant, less than
significant with mitigation, or less than signifita "Potentially Significant Impact" is

appropriate if there is substantial evidence thatféect is significant. If there are one or
more "Potentially Significant Impact” entries wheime determination is made, an

Environmental Impact Report (EIR) is required.

"Negative Declaration: Less Than Significant WMitigation Incorporated” applies
where the incorporation of mitigation measures fieaticed an effect from "Potentially
Significant Impact” to a "Less than Significant lagp." The lead agency must describe
the mitigation measures, and briefly explain howytmeduce the effect to a less than
significant level (mitigation measures from "Earlnalyses," as described in (5) below,

may be cross-referenced).
Earlier analyses may be used where, pursudhéetbering, program EIR, or other CEQA
process, an effect has been adequately analyzad earlier EIR or negative declaration.

Section 15063(c)(3)(D). In this case, a brief d&sion should identify the following:

a. Earlier Analyses Used. Identify and state wlileeg are available for review.

3 EKRI,EGER &CSTEV\IIART
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b. Impacts Adequately Addressed. Identify which effects from the above

checklist were within the scope of and adequately analyzed in an earlier
document pursuant to applicable legal standards, and state whether such

effects were addressed by mitigation measures based on the earlier analysis.

C. Mitigation Measures. For effects that are "Leésm Significant with Mitigation
Measures Incorporated,” describe the mitigation suess which were
incorporated or refined from the earlier documemd ¢éhe extent to which they

address site-specific conditions for the project.

6. Lead agencies are encouraged to incorporatehietahecklist references to information
sources for potential impacts (e.g. general plaosjng ordinances). Reference to a
previously prepared or outside document should revh@propriate, include a reference

to the page or pages where the statement is stibstan

7. Supporting Information Sources. A source lgildd be attached, and other sources used

or individuals contacted should be cited in thedssion.

8. This is only a suggested form, and lead agenaiesfree to use different formats;
however, lead agencies should normally addresgqubstions from this checklist that are

relevant to a project's environmental effects iratelier format is selected.

9. The explanation of each issue should identify:
a. The significance criteria or threshold, if anged to evaluate each question; and
b. The mitigation measure identified, if any, taluee the impact to less than
significant.

L.
IS KRIEGER & STEWART
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E. ENVIRONMENTAL CHECKLIST
Issue |. _Aesthetics
Less Than
Significant
Potentially with Less Than
Significant  Mitigation Significant
Impact Incorporated Impact No Impact
a) Would the project have a substantial adverszeff
on a scenic vista? O O

The Project and its associated features and appartees will be located on the Agency's existing
Snow Creek Power Plant (SCPP) site, as describdeam1.C of this Initial Study. The proposed

water filtration plant consists of belowground fi#@s, one 15-foot high building, and other lovirlg

structures, that will be installed on flat areasathhave been previously disturbed. The nearest

residences are located approximately 2,500 feetyafn@m the site. For these reasons, the Project

will not have a substantial adverse effect on aEceista.

scenic highway?

b) Would the project substantially damage scenic
resources, including, but not limited to, treegkro
outcroppings, and historic buildings within a state

Less Than
Significant
Potentially with Less Than
Significant  Mitigation Significant
Impact Incorporated Impact No Impact
O O

There are no "Officially Designated State Scenighdiays" within visual range of the Project Site,

according to the California Department of Trans@idon California Scenic Highway Mapping
System, accessed on November 13, 2018. State &jighiil is listed as an "Eligible State Scenic

Highway — Not Officially Designated”. The Projstte is located approximately 6,500 feet southerly

from State Highway 111. The Project consists wtlgng structures and belowground facilities, and

is located a sufficient distance from State Highwa$ to avoid any visual impact from said highway.

The Project will not substantially damage any sceasources, including but not limited to treegsko

outcroppings, and historic buildings within a statenic highway. Refer alsoltssue |.a herein.

L.
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Issue |. _Aesthetics (continued)

Less Than
Significant
Potentially with Less Than
) . Significant  Mitigation Significant
c) Would the project substantially degrade the Impact  Incorporated  Impact No Impact
existing visual character or quality of the sitelan
its surroundings? O O O

The Project will be constructed within DWA's exigtiSCPP site, and is consistent with the SCPP
site's public utility uses. The Project will natbstantially degrade the existing visual charaaber

guality of the Project Site or its surroundingsef& also td ssuel.a herein.

Less Than
Significant
Potentially with Less Than
Significant  Mitigation Significant
d) Would the project create a new source of subiatan  Impact  Incorporated  Impact No Impact
light or glare which would adversely affect day or

nighttime views in the area? U O il

The Project may include additional new sourcesigiftlat the filtration plant (on the SCPP site),
consisting of light fixtures on the facilities. éde new sources of light would not adversely imgagt
or nighttime views because the nearest resideneebaated approximately 2,500 feet away from the

SCPP site. The lighting would be designed to agtace or other impacts to the nearby roadway.

Issue Il. Agriculture and Forest Resources

In determining whether impacts to agriculturalo@ges are significant environmental effects, lead
agencies may refer to the California Agriculturaind Evaluation and Site Assessment Model (1997)
prepared by the California Dept. of Conservatiomma®ptional model to use in assessing impacts on
agriculture and farmland. In determining whethapacts to forest resources, including timberland,
are significant environmental effects, lead agenamay refer to information compiled by the
California Department of Forestry and Fire Protattiegarding the state's inventory of forest land,
including the Forest and Range Assessment Profetttee Forest Legacy Assessment project; and
forest carbon measurement methodology providediest protocols adopted by the California Air
Resources Board.

a) Would the project convert Prime Farmland, Unique Less Than
Farmland, or Farmland of Statewide Importance . Significant
Potentially with Less Than
(Farmland), as shown on the mr_alps prepared_ . Significant ~ Mitigation Significant
pursuant to the Farmland Mapping and Monitoring  Impact  Incorporated  Impact No Impact
Program of the California Resources Agency, to
non-agricultural use? O O O

s
V/

The Project site and adjacent parcels do not conty Farmland and are designated as "Other

Land" pursuant to the map entitled, Riverside Cgulmportant Farmland 2016, Sheet 1 of 3,

KRIEGER & STEWART
Engineering Consultants

Page 14




Snow Creek Village Surface Water Filtration Plant DESERT,WATER
Initial Study and Draft Mitigated Declaration @)

published July 2017 by the State of California Diypant of Conservation, Division of Land

Resources Protection, Farmland Mapping and MonitgriProgram.

According to the Farmland Mapping and Monitoringogram, "Other Land is land not included in
any other mapping category. Common examples ieclod density rural developments; brush,
timber, wetland, and riparian areas not suitable liwestock grazing; confined livestock, poultry, o
aquaculture facilities; and strip mines, borrowgitind water bodies smaller than 40 acres. Vacant
and nonagricultural land surrounded on all sidespan development and greater than 40 acres is

mapped as Other Land."

Based on the above, the Project will not resuthi conversion of Farmland to non-agricultural use.

Issue Il. Agriculture and Forest Resources (coimtued)
Less Than
Significant
Potentially with Less Than
Significant  Mitigation Significant
Impact Incorporated Impact No Impact
b) Would the project conflict with existing zonifay
agricultural use, or a Williamson Act contract? U U o

According to the Riverside County "Map My Countyllime information system (accessed on
November 2, 2018), the SCPP site is zoned Ruratl&esl (R-R). The Project site is not located on
or adjacent to land zoned for agricultural use andl that is subject to the provisions of a Williams

Act contract. For these reasons, the Project doets have the potential to conflict with existing

zoning for agricultural use or with a WilliamsontAwntract.

c) Would the project conflict with existing zonifgy, Less Than
or cause rezoning of, forest land (as defined in Potentiall S'gvr\‘/gfam Less Than
Public Resources Code Section 12220(g)), Signiﬁcanﬁ Mitigation  Significant
timberland (aS defined by Public Resources Code Impact Incorporated Impact No Impact
Section 4526), or timberland zoned Timberland
Production (as defined by Government Code U U 0

Section 51104(q))?

>

The Project site does not contain forest land asdnot zoned as forest land, timberland, or
Timberland Production. The Project would not cmtflvith existing zoning for, or cause rezoning of,

forest land, timberland, or timberland zoned as G@énand Production.

¥ KRIEGER & STEWART
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Issue Il. Agriculture and Forest Resources (comued)

Less Than
Significant
Potentially with Less Than
Significant  Mitigation Significant
Impact Incorporated Impact No Impact
d) Would the project result in the loss of forestd or
conversion of forest land to non-forest use? O O O

There is no forest land present on or adjacenth® Project site; therefore, the Project would not

result in the loss of forest land or the conversibforest land to non-forest use.

Less Than

; ; ; Significant
e) Would the project involve other changes in the Potentially with Less Than

existing environment which, due to their location 0 gjgnificant ~ Mitigation  Significant

nature, could result in conversion of Farmland to Impact  Incorporated  Impact No Impact
non-agricultural use or conversion of forest lamd t
non-forest use? O O O

The Project does not involve changes in the enment that would result in the conversion of
Farmland to non-agricultural use or the conversiohforest land to non-forest use. Refer also to

Issues|l.athrough I1.d herein.

Issue Ill.  Air Quality

Where available, the significance criteria est&lelés by the applicable air quality management or air
pollution control district may be relied upon tokeahe following determinations.

Less Than
Significant
Potentially with Less Than
Significant  Mitigation Significant
Impact Incorporated Impact No Impact
a) Would the project conflict with or obstruct
implementation of the applicable air quality plan? U O 0

The Project site is located within the Salton SeaBasin (SSAB), which encompasses all of Imperial

County and the central part of Riverside Countyeeding from the San Jacinto Mountains on the

west to the Little San Bernardino Mountains onghet. The Riverside County portion of the SSAB is
under the jurisdiction of the South Coast Air QtyaManagement District (SCAQMD).

A project is considered to conflict with or obstrimplementation of the applicable air quality pldn

it results in population or employment growth thaduld exceed the estimates for such growth that
are set forth in the applicable air quality plahe Project includes construction and operatiora of
surface water filtration plant. While the Projestll result in a temporary increase in workers het

area during construction, these workers are expgetbecommute to the area from nearby cities, such

L
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as Palm Springs. Project operation and maintenamitiebe implemented by DWA staff. The Project
does not provide any additional source or supplpatfble water, nor does it provide any additional

features that could directly or indirectly result an increase in population or permanent employment
in the community of Snow Creek or the surroundirgas.  For these reasons, the Project would not

conflict with or obstruct implementation of any &pable air quality plan.

Impacts related to greenhouse gases are discuadadlie V11 herein.

Issue Ill.  Air Quality (continued)

Less Than
Significant
Potentially with Less Than
. . ) ) Significant  Mitigation Significant
b) Would the project violate any air quallty starar Impact Incorporated Impact No Impact
contribute substantially to an existing or projéelcte
air quality violation? O O 0

>

The Project is located within the Salton Sea AisiBgSSAB). State and federal designations based
on the California Ambient Air Quality Standards (@3S) and the National Ambient Air Quality
Standards (NAAQS) for the SSAB are listed belodtaihment” is the category given to an area that
has had no CAAQS or NAAQS violations in the pagads. "Non-Attainment” is the category given
to an area that has had one or more such violationghe past 3 years. An area is considered

"Unclassified" when there is insufficient data.

Under the CAAQS, the SSAB is classified as NonrAtent for ozone (§) and for particulate matter
measuring 10 microns or less in diameter (@M SSAB is classified as Attainment for carbon
monoxide (CO), sulfur dioxide (9O nitrogen dioxide (N@), sulfates (S@), particulate matter
measuring 2.5 microns or less in diameter gBMand lead (Pb). SSAB is Unclassified for hydroge
sulfide (HS) and visibility reducing particles. Additionaiformation about each of these pollutants
and the CAAQS is available at the California AirsBarces Board website at www.arb.ca.gov. Under
the NAAQS, the SSAB is classified as Non-Attainmimt O; and PMo and as
Attainment/Unclassifiable for CO, NC5Q, and PMs, and lead. Additional information about these
pollutants and the NAAQS is available on the Uniftdtes Environmental Protection Agency's

website atvww.epa.gov/criteria-air-pollutants

Project construction would result in a temporargri@ase in quantities of air pollutants in the area,
including airborne dust, that are expected to restdm construction vehicles and equipment. Dust
will be mitigated to the extent possible using dumtiatives (such as water) and best management
practices (BMPs) specified in the construction cacit documents for the Project. Quantities of

construction air pollutant emissions would not eat¢he daily construction thresholds set forth by
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SCAQMD (as listed iffable 1) and would not result in a cumulatively considdeaet increase in ©
or PMyo emissions for which the Project region is desigdaton-attainment under the CAAQS and
NAAQS.

Project construction air pollutant emissions weretatmined using the California Emissions
Estimator Model (CalEEMod, Version 2016.3.2). Ehemissions are summarizedTiable 1 below,
and additional details are included in the printsubf the CalEEMod output reports included in
Appendix C herein. As shown ifable 1, short-term air pollutant emissions expected t@bperated
during Project construction would not exceed thakpeaily construction thresholds set forth by
SCAQMD and are considered less than significant.

Table 1

Estimated Peak Day Construction Equipment Exhaust Eissions for
Construction of Snow Creek Village Water Filtration Plant

Pollutants (pounds/day)
ROG NOx CO SO PM1o PMa2s
SCAQMD Threshol® 75 10C 55( 15C 15C 55
Filtration Plant Construction 6.2414 58.5477 42.218 0.0999 3.3136 2.7201
Exceeds Threshold? (Yes/I No No No No No No

(1) SCAQMD, March 2015

Ongoing operation of the Project is expected toegate negligible air pollutant emissions resulting
from vehicle trips to the filtration plant site ageration of a portable standby generator that \d
used to power the filtration plant during any powastages. Except for the short-term use of a
portable standby generator during a power outade, eélectricity used to power the filtration plast i
expected to be hydroelectric, the production ofclwidoes not result in the emission of air pollutant

emissions.

Ongoing operation of the Project will be implemehta conjunction with operation of the existing
SCPP; however, for the purposes of this analysesshawve estimated one daily vehicle trip at 60 miles
per day. Because power outages are infrequent eiratt-term, the occasional use of a diesel-
powered portable standby generator was not includedhe calculations. Estimated peak daily
operation emissions were also estimated using Qdi&E and are shown in the printouts included in

Appendix C.

For the Coachella Valley, the mass daily threshdasoperation are the same as the construction
thresholds (SCAQMD, March 2015), and operation einiss below these levels are considered less
than significant. Operation of the Project is astted to result in approximately 0.6631 pounds/day

e
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ROG, 6.3227 pounds/day NCB.8101 pounds per day CO, 0.0132 pounds per day &2304
pounds/day PM, and 0.2119 pounds/day BM

As described above, construction and operation gotis generated by the Project do not exceed the

significance thresholds set forth by SCAQMD, arteéfore would be less than significant.

For the reasons stated above, the Project wouldwatte any air quality standard or contribute

substantially to an existing or projected air qiaiolation.

Issue Ill.  Air Quality (continued)

c) Would the project result in a cumulatively Less Than
considerable net increase of any criteria pollutant . Significant
. . L. . Potentially with Less Than
which the project region is non-attainment under aNgjgnificant  Mitigation  Significant
applicable federal or state ambient air quality Impact  Incorporated  Impact No Impact
standard (including releasing emissions which
exceed quantitative thresholds for ozone U U O
precursors)?

The Project would not result in a cumulatively adaesable net increase in{dr PMy, for which the

region is non-attainment under the CAAQS and NAARSer also tdssuesill.aandlll.b herein.

Less Than
Significant
Potentially with Less Than
Significant  Mitigation Significant
Impact Incorporated Impact No Impact
d) Would the project expose sensitive receptors to
substantial pollutant concentrations? O O 0

The Project would not result in substantial air lpthnt concentrations during construction or
operation. The nearest residence is located apprately 2,500 feet south of the proposed filtration

plant site in Snow Creek Village. There are nasthwithin five miles of the Project site.

Quantities of air pollutant emissions would tempdyaincrease during Project construction;
however, as described irssue I11.b herein, said increase would not exceed the dadlystruction
emissions thresholds established by the SCAQMDigvimuless than significant, and would be short-

term.

L
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Issue lll.  Air Quality (continued)

Less Than
Significant
Potentially with Less Than
Significant  Mitigation Significant
Impact Incorporated Impact No Impact
e) Would the project create objectionable odors
affecting a substantial number of people? O O O

Construction and operation of the Project would agtate objectionable odors.

Issue IV. Biological Resources

a) Would the project have a substantial adversegff Less Than
either directly or through habitat modifications, o _ Significant
. o . . Potentially with Less Than
any species identified as a candidate, sensitive, 0 Significant  Mitigation  Significant
special status species in local or regional plans, Impact  Incorporated  Impact No Impact
policies, or regulations, or by the California
Department of Fish and Wildlife or U.S. Fish and U 0 O

Wildlife Service?

A biological resources survey was performed at 8@PP site by Circle Mountain Biological
Consultants, Inc. (CMBC) in November 2013, andfitndings, conclusions, and recommendations of

CMBC are set forth in the report titled Focused &y for Agassiz's Land Tortoise, Habitat

Evaluation for Burrowing Owl, and General Biologid@esource Assessment for a 1-acre+ Site (APN
522-100-018) near the Community of Snow Creek, rtdee County, California (CMBC 2013
Report). CMBC revisited the SCPP site in Noven2®di8 to resurvey the site, and the findings and

recommendations of the resurvey are set forth e létter report, Results of Updated Biological
Surveys on APN 522-100-018, dated November 14, @QOUBC 2018 Letter Report). Copies of the
CMBC 2013 Report and the CMBC 2018 Letter Repateciuded irAppendix B herein.

As stated in the CMBC 2013 Report, CMBC conclutied the burrowing owlAthene cunicularip

and Agassiz's land tortois&¢pherus agassiziare absent from the project area and adjacenveyr

areas, and did not recommend any mitigation meastoe said specie€CMBC also concluded that
none of the following special status species ragbftom the region will be adversely affected ty si
development: Coachella Valley Jerusalem cricket, réid-diamond rattlesnake, golden eagle, prairie
falcon, LeConte's thrasher, long-eared owl, loggeadh shrike, Coachella Valley roundtailed ground
squirrel, pallid San Diego pocket mouse, Palm Sywipocket mouse, San Diego desert woodrat,
Townsend's big-eared bat, western mastiff bat, geckfree-tail bat, Peninsular bighorn sheep, &ittl
San Bernardino Mountains linanthus, and whitebredcspineflower. In 2013, no potential adverse

impacts were identified and CMBC did not recommamg mitigation measures for protection of any

N
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sensitive species. In 2018, CMBC found that habibaditions were essentially unchanged since its

2013 survey, and no additional recommendations \gasen.

For the reasons described above, the Project wawdt have a substantial adverse effect on any

candidate, sensitive, or special status species.

Issue IV. Biological Resources (continued)

b) Would the project have a substantial adverseff Less Than
on any riparian habitat or other sensitive natural . Significant
L e . Potentially with Less Than
community identified in local or regional plans, Significant  Mitigation  Significant
policies, regulations or by the California Depantitne  impact  Incorporated  Impact No Impact
of Fish and Wildlife or U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service? O a O

The Project will not adversely affect any riparibabitat or other areas identified as sensitive naltu
communities, as there are no such areas locatedradjacent to DWA's existing SCPP site. Refer

also tolssuelV.c herein.

c) Would the project have a substantial adverseff 'S-ffss_f_Thaf;
H Ignifican
on federally protected wetlands as defined by Potentially with Less Than

Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (including, but gjgnificant  Mitigation  Significant

not limited to, marsh, vernal pool, coastal, etc.) Impact  Incorporated  Impact No Impact
through direct removal, filling, hydrological
interruption, or other means? U U U

There are no wetlands located on or directly adjade the SCPP site; therefore, the Project wilt no

have a substantial adverse effect on federallygmted wetlands.

Less Than

: : ; ; Significant
d) Would the project interfere substantially wikie t Potentially with Less Than

movement of any native resident or migratory fish = gjgnificant  Mitigation  Significant

or wildlife species or with established native Impact  Incorporated  Impact No Impact
resident or migratory wildlife corridors, or impede
the use of native wildlife nursery sites? U U U

The Project will not interfere with the movementaaf native resident or migratory fish or wildlife
species, with any wildlife corridors, or with theeuof native wildlife nursery sites. Refer also to

Issues|V.athrough 1V.c herein.
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Issue IV. Biological Resources (continued)

Less Than
Significant
Potentially with Less Than
. . . L Significant ~ Mitigation Significant
e) Would the project conflict with any local poksi or Impact  Incorporated  Impact No Impact
ordinances protecting biological resources, sudh as
tree preservation policy or ordinance? O O O

The Project will not conflict with any local pol&s or ordinances protecting biological resources.

Less Than
Significant
f) Would the project conflict with the provision§ an gfgﬁi?iﬂiyt Mit\i’gg:ion ggﬁ&gﬁ?
adopted Habitat Conservation Plan, Natural Impact  Incorporated  Impact No Impact
Community Conservation Plan, or other approved
local, regional, or state habitat conservation plan O O O

The Project site is located within the plan areatloé Coachella Valley Multiple Species Habitat
Conservation Plan (CVMSHCP). The Project is lodapartly within the Snow Creek/Windy Point
Conservation Area as designated in the CVMSHCP A¥Mot a signatory to the CVMSHCP, and is
not bound by its provisions. Nevertheless, sineeRtoject is not expected to adversely impact any
biological resources, the Project would not cortfeith the provisions of the CVMSHCP, and no

impact would occur.

Issue V. Cultural Resources

Less Than
Significant
Potentially with Less Than
. . Significant  Mitigation Significant
a) Would the project cause a substantial adverse Impact  Incorporated  Impact No Impact
change in the significance of a historical reso@se
defined in §15064.5? O O 0

%
5

A cultural resources assessment was prepared fer $nhow Creek Hydro-Electric Project in
September, 1981 by James D. Swenson of the Ardgmeildresearch Unit at the University of
California at Riverside (hereinafter referred to é® Swenson Report). A copy of the Swenson Report

is available for review at DWA's office during na@inbusiness housr

The Swenson Report found no evidence of histosimurees in the vicinity of the SCPP site and the

Penstock alignment. Therefore, the Project wowldimpact historical resources.
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Issue V. _Cultural Resources (Continued)

Less Than
Significant
Potentially with Less Than
) ) Significant  Mitigation Significant
b) Would the project cause a substantial adverse Impact  Incorporated  Impact No Impact
change in the significance of an archaeological
resource pursuant to §15064.5? O O O

The Swenson Report assessed the SCPP site andrib&k alignment, along with other areas, and
concluded that construction of the SCPP projectld/diave no impact on archaeological resources.
Since the time of the Swenson Report, the SCPhédws constructed and continuously operated.
However, it is possible that buried archaeologicasources may be encountered during ground-
disturbing activities associated with constructioihthe Project. Therefore, contract documents will
contain protective stipulations for any archaeolsji resources uncovered during construction
activities to ensure that the Project will not rl#sin any significant adverse impacts upon
archaeological resources. Specifically, Mitigatideasure CUL-1, as described below and as set
forth in the Project's Mitigation Monitoring and Perting Program attached to the Mitigated
Negative Declaration iAppendix A herein, will be implemented for the Project. Witborporation

of Mitigation Measure CUL-1, the Project would rresult in a substantial adverse change in the

significance of an archaeological resource.

Mitigation Measure CUL-1: Archaeological Resources

In the event that any archaeological resourcesiareovered during Project construction, all work in

the area will be halted or diverted until a quaddi archaeologist can evaluate the nature and
significance of the find. If an archaeological oesce uncovered during Project construction is
determined to be significant, then the resourcébeltreated in an appropriate manner as determined

by a qualified archaeologist and Desert Water Agenc

Tribal Cultural Resources are addressed ssue XVII herein.

Less Than
Significant
Potentially with Less Than
. . o Significant ~ Mitigation Significant
c) Would the project directly or indirectly destray Impact  Incorporated  Impact No Impact
unique paleontological resource or site or unique
geologic feature? U U o

According to the Riverside County "Map My Countyilime information system (accessed on
November 2, 2018), the Project site is located maaea of "low potential" for paleontological
sensitivity. No paleontological resources are etpé to be present on the Project site; however,

contract documents will contain protective stipidas for any paleontological resources uncovered
a
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during construction activities to ensure that theoject will not result in any significant adverse

impacts upon paleontological resources. Examplesioh stipulations are:

* If any potential paleontological resources are weed during Project construction, all work
in the vicinity of the discovery shall be haltedilua qualified paleontologist can evaluate the
nature and significance of the finds.

e If a qualified paleontologist determines that a «peen uncovered during Project
construction is potentially significant, then aiitéire ground-disturbing actions associated
with the Project will be monitored by a qualifiedi@ontological monitor.

* Specimens recovered from the Project site by tladifepd paleontological monitor will be
identified and curated at a repository with permangetrievable storage that will allow for

additional research in the future.

Issue V. Cultural Resources (Continued)

Less Than
Significant
Potentially with Less Than
) . ) Significant ~ Mitigation Significant
d) Would the project disturb any human remains, Impact  Incorporated  Impact No Impact
including those interred outside of dedicated
cemeteries? O O O

s
V/

There are no known cemeteries or burial groundsited on or adjacent to the Project site. In the
event that any human remains are encountered du®nogect construction, the County Coroner will
be notified immediately, and all work in the aredl vwe halted or diverted until a qualified
archaeologist or historian evaluates the significarof the find. The Project will comply with the
provisions of Section 15064.5 of the State CEQAISimes. Refer also f@sue XVII(a) herein.
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Issue VI. Geology and Soils

>

Less Than
) Significant
a) Would the project expose people or structures to  Ppotentially with Less Than
potential substantial adverse effects, includirgg th ~ Significant ~ Mitigation  Significant
risk of loss, injury or death involving: Impact  Incorporated  Impact No Impact
i) Rupture of a known earthquake fault, as
delineated on the most recent Alquist-Priolo
Earthquake Fault Zoning Map issued by the
State Geologist for the area or based on other
substantial evidence of a known fault? Refer to
Division of Mines and Geology Special
Publication 42 l 0 O
ii) Strong seismic ground shakir l 0 l
iii) Seismic-related ground failure, including
liquefaction’ O O O
iv) Landslides? 0 0 0
i) Based on the document Fault Rupture Hazard ZamegSalifornia, Special Publication 42,
Interim Revision 2007, issued by the DepartmentCohservation California Geological
Society, and on State of California Special Studieres Whitewater Quadrangle Revised
Official Map (Effective June 1, 1995, issued by 8tate Geologist) the Project site is not
located within or adjacent to an Alquist-Priolo Eaguake Fault Zone. Based on said map,
the nearest Special Studies Zone is approximatetylés northerly of the Project site. Based
on the report titled Geotechnical Engineering Regnoposed Snow Creek Water Filtration
Plant Improvement Project Snow Creek Road Snow kCyéiéage Area, Riverside County,
California, prepared by Earth Systems Pacific arded January 15, 2019 (also referred to
herein as the Earth Systems Report), the Projaetisilocated in the vicinity of the San
Andreas fault zone. The Banning, Mission Creekl, @arnet Hill faults are part of the San
Andreas fault system, and the Project site is kdadpproximately two miles south of the
Garnet Hill fault. Further, the Project does natclude any structures or facilities intended
for human occupation beyond occasional maintenaacel facilities will be designed in
accordance with the seismic recommendations of Bhgh Systems Report. For these
reasons, the Project is not expected to expose I@emp critical structures to potential
substantial adverse effects involving rupture &hawn active fault.
ii) Because of its location in a seismically actaeea, the Project site is subject to potentially

strong seismic ground shaking. However, the Ptogmes not include any structures
intended for human occupation beyond occasionalnteaance, and facilities will be

designed in accordance with the seismic recommendatof the Earth Systems Report;
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therefore, the Project will not expose people gucures to potential substantial adverse

effects (including the risk of loss, injury, or tl@einvolving strong seismic ground shaking.

iiiy The Earth Systems Report states, "Since tlmumgpwater table is deeper than 50 feet bgs

[below ground surface], the potential for liquefaat is negligible."

Because of the negligible potential for liquefantat the Project site, and because the Project
does not include facilities intended for human @ation besides short-term occupation for
occasional facility maintenance, the Project witltrexpose people or structures to potential

substantial adverse effects, including seismicteglaground failure, such as liquefaction.

iv) Based on the Earth Systems Report, "The siasively flat and slopes are anticipated to be
less than 5 feet high. Therefore, potential hagdrdm slope instability, landslides, or debris
flow are considered very low." Therefore, the Bobjwill not expose people or structures to

potential substantial adverse effects, includings|lanjury, or death, involving landslides.

Issue VI. _Geology and Soails (Continued)

Less Than
Significant
Potentially with Less Than
Significant  Mitigation Significant
Impact Incorporated Impact No Impact
b) Would the project result in substantial soilston
or the loss of topsoil? 0 O O

The filtration plant site is located on DWA's exigtSCPP site, which is relatively flat. Additidiya
the ground surface at the Project site is coverét gravel and is maintained by DWA. The Project

is not expected to result in substantial soil esasor the loss of topsoil.

Less Than

; ; ; Significant
c) Would the project be located on a geologic anit Potentially with Less Than

soil that is unstable, or that would become unstabl gignificant  Mitigation  Significant

as a result of the project, and potentially resuéin- Impact  Incorporated  Impact No Impact
or off-site landslide, lateral spreading, subsigenc
liquefaction or collapse? O O O

>

According to the Riverside County "Map My Countyilime information system (accessed on
November 2, 2018), the entire Project area is spi#ioke to subsidence, and has a moderate potential
for liquefaction. However, the Earth Systems Restates that liquefaction potential is negligilaie
the Project site and that current subsidence paterg very low. Further, as stated previouslye th
Earth Systems Report states that, "The site idively flat and slopes are anticipated to be ldgmt5
feet high. Therefore, potential hazards from slapstability, landslides, or debris flow are

considered very low."
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The Project does not include facilities whose awsion and operation are capable of causing on- or

off-site landslide, lateral spreading, liquefactjar collapse.

For the reasons described above, the Project witlaxpose people or critical structures to potdntia
substantial adverse effects, including the riskosk, injury, or death, involving unstable geologic

units or soils. Refer also tesue VI .a herein.

Issue VI. _Geology and Soails (Continued)

Less Than
Significant
d) Would the project be located on expansive sail, ggﬁ;ﬂiﬂf{ Mit\i’gg:ion g%snﬁflgﬁ?
defined in Table 18-1-B of the Uniform Building Impact  Incorporated  Impact No Impact
Code (1994), creating substantial risks to life or
property? U U O

Soils at the Project site are fine to coarse saadd gravels. These sandy types of soils are not

considered expansive.

Less Than

; il i Significant
e) Would the project have soils incapable of Potentially with Less Than

adequately supporting the use of septic tanks or Significant  Mitigation Significant

alternative waste water disposal systems where Impact  Incorporated  Impact No Impact
sewers are not available for the disposal of waste
water? U a O

The Project does not include septic tanks or aliéue wastewater disposal systems.

Issue VII. Greenhouse Gas Emissions

Less Than
Significant
Potentially with Less Than
. Significant  Mitigation Significant
a) Would the project generate greenhouse gas Impact  Incorporated  Impact No Impact
emissions, either directly or indirectly, that may
have a significant impact on the environment? O O O

Gases that trap heat in the Earth's atmospherereferred to as greenhouse gases (GHGs). GHGs
that are emitted due to human activities, primafityn the combustion of fossil fuels (e.g. gasaline
motor vehicles), are carbon dioxide (g0Omethane (Ckj, and nitrous oxide (D). The most

common GHG that results from human activities is,G@lowed by CHand NO, respectively.

To quantify and combine these three GHGs into glsifigure, each gas is converted to "carbon
dioxide equivalent" (CeEQ) units. CGEQ is defined by the United States Environmentatdtion

Agency (USEPA) as, "A metric measure used to caartharemissions from various greenhouse gases
/
‘/,/
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based upon their global warming potential (GWP)... daebon dioxide equivalent for a gas is
derived by multiplying the tons of the gas by thsoaiated GWP." The GWPs for carbon dioxide,
methane, and nitrous oxide are 1, 21, and 310,eethyely.

The Project will generate greenhouse gas emissitamgg construction and operation. Estimated
guantities of greenhouse gases that will be gerdrduring construction and operation of the Project
were determined using the California Emissionsr&ator Model (CalEEMod, Version 2016.3.2), and
copies of the model outputs for the Project arduded in Appendix C herein. Greenhouse gases
generated by project construction total approximaté09.2 metric tons of GBQ. These GHG

emissions are temporary and short-term and are idensd less than significant.

Project operation is anticipated to generate appnwa¢ely one utility vehicle trip to the Projectesit
daily, which is estimated to emit approximately I&2tric tons of CeEQ annually (based on a
vehicle travelling 60 miles daily). Electricity et to power the filtration plant would be

hydroelectric, which does not result in air pollatemissions during production.

The estimated annual greenhouse gas emissions pybxmately 152 metric tons of GEXQ is
substantially less than the California Air Resowdoard's (CARB's) mandatory reporting threshold
of 25,000 metric tons of GBQ per year for an individual facility and SCAQMI¥seshold of 10,000

metric tons of CeEQ per year for an industrial facility.

For the reasons stated above, the Project willgernterate greenhouse gas emissions that would have

a significant impact on the environment.

Issue VII. Greenhouse Gas Emissions (Continued)

Less Than
Significant
Potentially with Less Than
) . . . Significant ~ Mitigation Significant
b) Would the project conflict with an applicablap) Impact  Incorporated  Impact No Impact
policy, or regulation adopted for the purpose of
reducing the emission of greenhouse gases? O O O

>

As discussed itssue VIl.a, estimated Project greenhouse gas emissions ofriEiéc tons of CeEQ
per year are minimal when compared to both the ratorg reporting threshold of 25,000 metric tons
of COEQ per year set forth by CARB and SCAQMD's annladshold of 10,000 metric tons of
CO:EQ per year for an industrial facility. The Projewill not conflict with any applicable plan,

policy, or regulation adopted for the purpose adueing the emissions of greenhouse gases.
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Issue VIIl. Hazards and Hazardous Materials

Less Than
Significant
Potentially with Less Than
. L Significant ~ Mitigation Significant
a) Would the project create a significant hazarth&o Impact  Incorporated  Impact No Impact
public or the environment through the routine
transport, use, or disposal of hazardous materials? L[ O O

Small quantities of paint, lubricants, fuel, andhadives will be used during Project construction.
Said use will be short-term and strictly controlleshd waste materials will be properly disposed of.
Such materials will not be allowed to enter anyidage. Further, Project operation does not involve
the generation, transport, use, storage, or dispo$any hazardous materials. Therefore, the Ribje
will not create a significant hazard to the pubdicthe environment through the routine transposeu

or disposal of hazardous materials.

Less Than
b) Would the project create a significant hazartheo Potentially S'gvr\‘l:z'ﬁam Less Than
public or the environment through reasonably Significant  Mitigation  Significant
foreseeable upset and accident conditions involving Impact  Incorporated  Impact No Impact
the release of hazardous materials into the
environment? O O O

The Project includes constructing and operatingieace water filtration plant for use in filteringn

existing surface water source that serves the So@ek Village portion of DWA's service area. The
Project does not have the potential to create aificant hazard to the public or the environment
through reasonably foreseeable upset and accidentitons involving the release of hazardous

materials into the environment. Refer alsdégse VII|.a above.

Less Than
Significant
¢) Would the project emit hazardous emissions or g%tﬁi?igzlr?{ Mit\ilgg:ion ggsnfflgﬁ?
handle hazardous or acutely hazardous materials, Impact Incorporated  Impact No Impact
substances, or waste within one-quarter mile of an
existing or proposed school? O O O

oG
&

The Project will not emit hazardous emissions ondia hazardous or acutely hazardous materials,
substances, or waste. Additionally, the Projet¢ $6 not located within one-quarter mile of an

existing or proposed school. There are no schaiilsin five miles of the Project site.
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Issue VIIl. Hazards and Hazardous Materials (Cotinued)

Less Than
d) Would the project be located on a site which is Potentaly S'gvr\‘l:z'ﬁam Less Than
included on a list of hazardous materials sites Significant  Mitigation  Significant
compiled pursuant to Government Code Section Impact  Incorporated  Impact No Impact
65962.5 and, as a result, would it create a sicanifi
hazard to the public or the environment? O O O

The Project site is not included on the list of dralbus materials sites compiled pursuant to
Government Code Section 65962.5, and there areunb sites within at least a 10,000-foot radius
from the Project Site. The nearest hazardous riss$esite is located in Banning, approximately
9.6 miles westerly of the Project site, as shownmaps provided by the California Department of
Toxic Substances Control (DTSC), available on D¥Stftiblicly-accessible database, EnviroStor,

online at_http://www.envirostor.dtsc.ca.gov/public.

Less Than

e) For a project located within an airport land plsa Significant

or, where such a plan has not been adopted, within g%tﬁi?igzlr?{ Mit\ilgg:ion ggsnfflgﬁ?

two miles of a public airport or public use airgort Impact  Incorporated  Impact No Impact
would the project result in a safety hazard forgeo

residing or working in the project area? O O O

The Project site is located approximately ten mitesthwesterly of the Palm Springs International
Airport and approximately ten miles southeasteffiythee Banning Municipal Airport. According to

the Riverside County Airport Land Use CompatibiRtan Policy Document (adopted March 2005 by

the Riverside County Airport Land Use Commissioth i@fierred to herein as the Compatibility Plan),
the Project site does not lie within a compatiiltone of the Palm Springs International Airport or
the Banning Municipal Airport. The filtration plabuilding will extend approximately 15 feet above

the ground surface.

Therefore, the Project does not include any faesitor activities that could pose a safety hazard f

people residing or working in the Project area agated with operation near an airport.

Less Than
Significant
Potentially with Less Than
. o o o Significant ~ Mitigation Significant
f) For a project within the vicinity of a privatérstrip, Impact  Incorporated  Impact No Impact
would the project result in a safety hazard forgdeo
residing or working in the project area? O O O

The Project site is not located within the vicirofya private airstrip.

L
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Issue VIIl. Hazards and Hazardous Materials (Cotinued)

Less Than
Significant
Potentially with Less Than
) ) o ) Significant ~ Mitigation Significant
g) Would the project impair implementation of or Impact  Incorporated  Impact No Impact
physically interfere with an adopted emergency
response plan or emergency evacuation plan? O O O

The Project consists of construction and operatibra water filtration plant located within DWA's
existing SCPP site.

Because Snow Creek Road is the primary accesstodimmunity of Snow Creek Village, contract
documents would require the construction contra¢todevelop and implement a safe and effective
traffic control plan to maintain access to and fréime community during Project construction. Based
on the nature and location of the proposed faediti Project operation would not impair
implementation of or physically interfere with adopted emergency response plan or emergency

evacuation plan.

Less Than
h) Would the project expose people or structures to Potentially S'gvr\‘l:z'ﬁam Less Than
significant risk of loss, injury, or death involgn Significant  Mitigation  Significant
wildland fires, including where wildlands are Impact  Incorporated  Impact No Impact
adjacent to urbanized areas or where residences are
intermixed with wildlands? O O O

%
5

According to the Riverside County's "Map My Countyiline information system (accessed on
November 2, 2018), the Project site is not locatétiin a fire hazard zone. There is a slight rifk
fire occurring during construction of Project faitiks; however, the risk will be less than sigrfit
and short-term.  Additionally, construction contradocuments for the Project will require
construction contractors to comply with safety si@nals specified in Title 8 of the California Code o
Regulations and that any equipment or machinery fluses a risk of emitting sparks or flame be

equipped with an arrestor, thereby further limitipgtential impacts.
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Issue IX. Hydrology and Water Quality

Less Than
Significant
Potentially with Less Than
Significant  Mitigation Significant
Impact Incorporated Impact No Impact
a) Would the project violate any water quality
standards or waste discharge requirements? O O O

The Project will comply with all applicable watevajity standards, waste discharge requirements,
and all other requirements of the California Regiblvater Quality Control Board, Colorado River

Basin Region (Regional Board), as applicable. Phgject will not have a liquid waste stream.

b) Would the project substantially deplete groun@wa Less Than
supplies or interfere substantially with groundwate . S'gvr\‘l:z'hcam Less Than
recharge such that there would be a net deficit in y

. . Significant  Mitigation Significant
aqUIfer VOIUme ora |Owerlng Of the |Oca| |mpact |ncorp0rated |mpact No |mpact

groundwater table level (e.g., the production cdite

pre-existing nearby wells would drop to a level

which would not support existing land uses or

planned uses for which permits have been granted)? [ 0 0

The Project provides facilities for surface watiétrdtion and does not include the extraction oeus
groundwater. The surface water that will be fitdris an existing water source for the community of
Snow Creek Village, and the Project does not inelay features that would impact water use in the

community.

Therefore, the Project will not substantially ddplggroundwater supplies or interfere substantially
with groundwater recharge such that there wouldalbmet deficit in aquifer volume or a lowering of

the local groundwater table level to the extentt ttee production rate of pre-existing nearby wells
would drop to a level which would not support arigtland uses or planned uses for which permits

have been granted.

Less Than
c) Would the project substantially alter the exigti Potentially S'gvr\‘l:z'ﬁam Less Than
drainage pattern of the site or area, including Significant  Mitigation  Significant
through the alteration of the course of a stream or  Impact  Incorporated  Impact No Impact
river, in a manner which would result in substantia
erosion or siltation on- or off-site? 0 O O

%
5

The Project will not result in the alteration ofigting drainage patterns on or off the Project saed
the Project will not result in substantial erosionsiltation onsite or offsite. After constructiomith
the exception of the aboveground features of ttratfon plant, ground surfaces will be returned to

preconstruction conditions.
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Issue IX. _Hydrology and Water Quality (Continued

d) Would the project substantially alter the exigti 'S-?SS_f_Thaf;
H H H H Ignifican
drainage pattern of the site or area, including Potentially with Less Than

through the alteration of the course of a stream or Significant  Mitigation Significant

river, or substantially increase the rate or amadint Impact  Incorporated  Impact No Impact
surface runoff in a manner which would result in
flooding on- or off-site? O O O

The Project consists of constructing and operatiagwater filtration plant and associated
appurtenances within DWA's existing SCPP site. Phagect will not result in the alteration of
existing drainage patterns on the site or in theaar The aboveground portions of the Project
facilities will contribute relatively small areasf aimpervious surfaces, which will not substantially

increase the rate or quantities of surface rundefer also tdssue | X.c herein.

Less Than
Significant
e) Would the project create or contribute runofteva g%tﬁi?igzlz Mit\ilgg:ion ggsnfflgﬁ?
which would exceed the capacity of existing or Impact  Incorporated  Impact No Impact
planned storm water drainage systems or provide
substantial additional sources of polluted runoff? O O O

The aboveground portions of the Project facilitrgi contribute relatively small areas of imperveu
surfaces on the Project site, which will not subsitdly increase the rate or quantities of surface
runoff. The Project does not include features tlwatild create or contribute substantial sources of

runoff or polluted runoff.

Less Than
Significant
Potentially with Less Than
Significant  Mitigation Significant
Impact Incorporated Impact No Impact
f) Would the project otherwise substantially degrad
water quality? O O O

%
5

The Project consists of facilities to provide flfilon of surface water used as a pota