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Nevada County Local Agency Formation Commission (i..AFCO) 
950 Maidu Avenue_ · 
Nevc:1,da City, GA 9.5959 

DearS,R. Jones: 

Thank you for includihg the California Department of Transportation ·(calttahs) in the 
DrR,!ft Environmental lrripaGt Report :review process. The •mission of Caltrans is to 
provide a safe I sustainable, integrated and efficienttransportation system to en_hante 
California's economy and livability. The Local Dev~lopment-lntergove:rnrnental Review 
(LD-IGR) Program reviews land use p rojects and plans through the lenses of our 
mission and state planning priorities of infill, conservation, arid travel-~fficient 
d~velopmeilt To ehsure a .safe -and efficient transportation system, we encourage early 
consultation and coordination with. local jurisdictions and project proponents on all · · 
development projects that utilize the multimbdal transportation network. 

This project is an update to the Nevada City Sphere of Influence (SOI) and includes four 
(4) project alternatives: LAFCO arid City- Consensus-Preferred Alternative; Original · 
LAFCO Staff Recommendation Alternative: City. Recommendation Alterative; and the 
No Project.Alternative .. The current SOI occupies approximately 2,702 acres and the 
city occupies approximately 1,470 acres, totaling approximately 4,172 acres. The. SOI 
Update includes no lancl$ Within the existing city boundaries. The. annexation INQ\;lld 
allow for extension of City services but does not lndude, any physical alterations. or 
improvements to any area. No infrastructure extensions, new residential, commerc:ial, 
industrial or other deve.lopments .are proposed. The SOI update qoes not include any 
changes. to existing land uses, land use designation, or zoning. The following comments 
are based on the documents received. · · 

Traffic· Highway bperatio.ns 

Caltrans· has no comments regarding the boundaries of the sphere_ of influence, c:J.nd 
Whichever footprint is chosen; Caltrans Will cqritinue to. work with.the City of Nevada 
City, the City of Grass Valley, and/or Nevada County. 

·'Prm•idL"b sOJe~ ~us~ai~mhle. i~1tegratrda;1ielfid,m1 JrOJ111,orrmion.-.ry.~1etm 
' io .:r1l~am:c. Ccz.ii[oni~Cl~s .~c~nomian,~ /frahili_ty" 
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Page 2 of the NOP states, "The major transportation routes .thatprovides regional 
connectivity tl1rough the City are the riorth•south trending State Route 49 (SR 49), which 
through:Nevada City, is conjoined with east-west trending State Route 20." The freeway 
i$ adually designated as; Route 20 from the Route 20/Route 49/Empire Street 
interchange in Grass Valley to the Route 20/Route.49/Uren Street intersection, iii 
Nevada City .. It's confusing, however both Caltrans and the Cal.lfomia HighwayPatr,ol 
(CHP) use this norrienclat.ure. 

Caltraiis is pleased to be working with the NeVada County Transp0rtiitli6ri Commission 
and the City of Nevada City on the ''Nevada City Multimodal Corridor Plan'\ on Route 49 
from the Route 20/Rc,ute 49/Uren Street intersection to the Juvenile Hall driveway, 
Together; we hope to fin<:! a solution thatwill improve safety forall users,while · 
maintaining good traffic operations. 

Regarding the Greenhouse Gas Emi.ssions and the. Transportation and Circuiiiltion 
portions ofthe EIR, we recommend construction of mini roundabouts (which have a 
fully-mo1,mtable cE;Jritral isla.nd to act:ommpdate tru,cks) where fl;lasible. This will improve 
operational efficiency of stop-controlled intersections with no significant changejn 
safety. . . .. 

In January .2016, Consultant firm Omni;ME1am; prepared iin admir:iistrative draft "Gold 
Flat Road Corridor St1Jdy'' for NCTO, The study indicated the preferred alternative was 
6-leg roundabouts on both sides ofthe freeway, and the project cost was estimated at 
. $1 o.6 million. Caltrans doe\, not kriowwhether th .. t study has been updated si11ce, but 
funding is not available for such an expensive project. Please see attached possible 
alternc1tives. 

Attachment 1 shows the project concept. Since the cost makes that option infeasible for 
.the foreseeable future, consider orie q-leg roundabout'-Dn the west side of the freeway 
only-where operations are more complex; 

Attachment2 is a conceptual. .horse track-shaped roundabout; the footprint is much. 
sm1:1IIE;Jr ;=md the cost much lower. Detailed .studies would be required, but a design of 
approxima.tely this .. shape and size should, accotmnodate the lo;:(rgest vehicles tha~ 
traverse this. intersection. · 

We WoLtld.appreciatethe opportunity to review and comment on any 
changes/updates related to this project.· 

"Piovlile ·a-Safe, .Sustain8bli3, inlegiated and s'fflolent_ transpaitatiOn system. 
to .~nh~ncs Califom(a's ec~nqmr:a.nd t~vr.1bflity'1 

• 
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If you have any question regarding these comments or require additional 
information, please contact Kena Sannar, Intergovernmental Review Coordinator 
for Nevada County, by phone (530) 634-7613 or via email to 
kena.sannar@dot.ca.gov. 

Sincerely, 

KEVIN YOUNT, Branch Chief 
Office of Transportation Planning 
Regional Planning Branch-East 

Attachments 

"Provide a safe, sustainable, Integrated and efficienr transportation sys/em 
to enhance California's economy and livability" 
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