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Project Description (Proposed actions, location, and/or consequences).
The proposed project consists of the construction and long-term periodic maintenance of a new debris basin on San
Ysidro Creek to capture sediment and debris transported from the watershed upstream of the project site. The design of
the project provides an area for deposition of large sediment loads and woody debris during/following larger storm events
while maintaining natural sediment transport during smaller storm events. Post-construction habitat restoration is
proposed on the berm along East Valley Road, along the creek and the basin slopes. The debris basin would be
constructed as an “off channel” basin, meaning the basin would only receive flows and material (sediment and debris)
once the designed channel capacity has been exceeded which correlates to the water surface elevation generated in a
5-year flow event. Water flows of equal or lesser intensity than a 5-year event would remain in the channel to facilitate
fine sediment transport and migratory fish passage. Flows above a 5-year event would exceed the channel capacity and
leave the channel and expand into the debris basin. The proposed debris basin would be included in the District’s Debris
Basin Maintenance Program and subject to standard practices and mitigation measures identified in the Debris Basin
Maintenance Plan. It is anticipated that desilting of the debris basin would occur about every four to seven years but
could occur several times in one year following a major fire in the watershed and/or intense storm seasons. Maintenance
of the creek channel may occur every 1-2 years but is likely to be less frequent.
Identify the project’s significant or potentially significant effects and briefly describe any proposed mitigation measures that
would reduce or avoid that effect.
1. Construction-related degradation of scenic quality along a primary view corridor: mitigated through screening.
2. Air pollutant emissions associated with basin maintenance would exceed thresholds: mitigated through standard
construction best management practices.
3. Construction-related loss of mature native trees: mitigated through tree replacement and post-construction restoration.
4. Disruption of breeding by migratory birds during construction and maintenance: mitigated through breeding bird
surveys and nest avoidance.
5. Potential disturbance of unreported archeological resources: mitigated through construction worker training, stop work
and evaluation of any found resources.
6. Noise impacts to adjacent residences during basin construction and maintenance: mitigated through construction
hours limitations and use of proper mufflers.
7. Noise impacts to adjacent residences due to rock crushing: mitigated through operating hours limitations and use of
noise barriers.
8. Noise impacts to adjacent residences due to blasting during construction: mitigated through operating hours limitations
and pre-blast notifications.
9. Export of excess earth material during construction may result in traffic congestion at local intersections: mitigated
through limitations on peak hour trips.
10. Trucks entering or leaving the project site to/from East Valley Road may create a traffic hazard: mitigated through the
use of flag-persons and signage.
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continued
If applicable, describe any of the project’s areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by
agencies and the public.

None.

Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.
California Department of Fish and Wildlife
Central Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board
California Department of Transportation (potential)
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
National Marine Fisheries Service

