Ca I ifornia Gavin Newsom, Governor
L D d B ; &
Department Of Conservatlon avid Bunn, Director

N Division of Qil, Gas, and Geothermal Resources

March 8, 2019

VIA U.S. MAIL AND EMAIL

Kathryn Lehr, Planner

C“ "
Santa Barbara County Sovsmars Offioe of Flanning & Rossarch

Planning & Development Center . ‘
123 East Anapamu Street MAR 15 2019
Santa Barbara, CA 93101

Dear Ms. Lehr,

SCH# 2019029067 PLAINS REPLACEMENT PIPELINE PROJECT NOTICE OF PREPARATION,
SANTA BARBARA COUNTY

The Division of Oll, Gas, and Geothermal Resources (Division) appreciates the
opportunity to submit comments on the Plains Replacement Pipeline Project (Project).

The Division authority is set forth in Division 3 of the Public Resources Code (PRC), and
Title 14 of the California Code of Regulations (CCR). PRC § 3208.1 establishes well re-
abandonment responsibility when a previously plugged and abandoned well may be
impacted by planned property development or construction activities. Local permitting
agencies, property owners, and/or developers should be aware of, and fully
understand, that significant and potentially dangerous issues may be associated with
development near oil, gas. or geothermal wells,

The Division has reviewed the Notice of Preparation for the above referenced Project,
received February 19, 2019. To assist local permitting agencies, property owners, and
developers in making wise land use decisions regarding potential development near oil,
gas, or geothermal wells, the Division provides the following information.

The Project is in Santa Barbara county, San Luis Obispo county, Kern county, and passes
through several recognized oil and gas field boundaries. Santa Barbara county and San
Luis Obispo county are within the Division's Coastal District jurisdiction, This letter only
addresses wells within the Coastal District's responsibility and does not cover those in
Kem county. Based upon a preliminary review, our records indicate there are 47 oil and
gas wells located within approximately 500 feet of the Project in Santa Barbara county
and San Luis Obispo county, 37 of which are plugged.

The list below provides an inventory of the oil and gas wells identified during the
preliminary review. A detailed well record review was not performed to determine if the
plugged wells were abandoned to current Division requirements as prescribed by law.
There may be wells within the Project that require re-abandonment.
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“Wall AP | Lease Mame -|Wel Statusi  Oparator Name .. |  Cotinty Name "Eeutloy‘i‘ownahlp Range| BM"
Towne Exploration 1
(408304563 |l.ulon Activa Company, LP Sonta Barbars 129 08N MW ise
E & B Nelural Resourcas
0407500818 R, R, 1), Aglive Management Caporation |San Luis Qbispo |30 11N 27TW |88
& & B Natwral Resources .
0407900993 {GDU Activg Management Comporation [San Luis Oblapo |25 11N 280 |88
. & & B Natural Rasourcas
0407900958 [GDU Aot Management Comporation |San Luis Obispo |25 11N 280 158
0408322291 |Ganay Water Well|ldie Chawon USA Inc. Santa Barbara {35 080 32w (58
& & B Natural Resources
0407500909 (R, R, UL Idla Managemant Corparation |San Luls Obiapo 130 1IN 21w 8B
E & B Natural Resourves
DADTR00938 (R R . ldle Management Corporation [San Luis Obispo |25 11N 28w 158
E & B Natural Resources
0407301026 |R. R, L. ldle Manageman{ Comoration [San Luis Obispo |25 11N 280 |58
E & B Natural Resoyrces
Q407900095 [GDU Idle Managemant Comporation |San Luls Obispo |26 11N 20W ISR
E & B Natural Resourcas
DAOTH00ROT (GDU llla Management Comporation |San Lulg Obispo |26 110 280 |88
0408303737 |Orella Plugged  |Rothschild Of Cao, Santa Barbara |08 04N W0W |38
0408300535 |Covarrublas 1 Plugged  |CalResounges LLO Gante Bathara [0S 04N 30N 158
0408321882 |COreila Flugged Nardle: O Company Santa Barbara 06 4N 30N |58
Q408303736 Orafla Pluaged Rothachild Cit Ca. Sania Barbara |3t 05N d0W 158
0408303743 |Careaga “|Plugged Chavier WS A, Ine, - Sanla Barhara 3 (15N 30W  [SB
Q408300560 {Covarrubias 1 Pluggad Saba Patreleum, Ine, Sarda Barbara {32 05N W |88
0408300590 |Orells Plugged CalRasourcaes LG Sana Barbara 132 5N 30w |SB
. |Pierra F Baron EL
0408304270 {Ux Core Hole Plugged Exxon Mobil Corporation 1Santa Batbara |04 ] W (S8
Q408300551 |Covarrublas 1 Plugged Saba Petroleum, nc. Sante Barbara 132 05M W (5B
0408300884 [Qreila Plugged CalRasources LLC Santa Babara {32 08N W ISB
0408300591 [Orella Plugged CalRagources LLG Santa Barbara {32 05N 30W ISR
(3468300587 [Covamubiss 2 Pluggad CalRasources LLO Santa Barbara {32 05N 30W 5B
Hanest Nalural Santa Barbara
10428304800 [State 2199 Plugged Resources, Inc, Offshore 36 G8N 32N |sB
408303872 [Marcedes-Fox Flugged i E. Broadhurst Sanlg Barbara |35 05N a2W |sB
San Rogue Ol &
0408304426 |[Weber Plugoad Exploration Co, Santa Barbara 31 07N 31W |88
0408304442 |Caldac Fligged Chigvron U.5.4, Inc. Sania Barbara 19 07N AW |88
0408304356 | Tinaquaic Plugged Chenron 1.5 A, nc., Santa Barbara 36 04N 32w |58
0405304249 | Tnaquaie Pluggad Arao Oil and Gas Co. Santa Bahara - |36 09 2w [sB
Blsquae Ranch
0400321017 |Core Hole Flugged Chewvon USA inc., Sante Barbarn 14 09N 32N 5B
Rancho Suey
0408304321 |Gorshols Plugged Chawion 1).5.A, ne. Banta Barhara |20 10N J2W IS8
0407900183 [Maltler Plugged C. W, Coigrove wsan Luls Qbisno |18 10N 26W  [8B
2407900189 [Rugsell Pluggad C, W. Coigrowe San Luis Oblspo |34 FIN 21w |88
0407900951 |F. R Anderson  {Pluggad J.P. Git Gompany, LLC  [San Luis Obispo {32 1N 2T 88
0407900991 [Cuyama Rancho  {Plugged  [Halvern | Nords San Luis Obispo |25 1IN 280 J8B
QAQ7000964 [F R Anderaon Plugged J.P, Qi Company, LG [8an Luis Obispe [25 11N 28W |88
0407900956 |F.R. Anderson Plugged 4P Ol Company, LLC  18an Luis Obispo |28 11N 28 |88
0407801018 |F.R. Anderson Plugaed J.P. Gl Company, LLG  [San Luds Obispo |26 1IN 28W 158
F. R. Anderson
407300549 [Hadlay Pluggad Associales San Luis Oblapo |25 11N 28W 158
0407400852 IF R, Anderson Etbagad J.P.Oil Company, LLC  [84n Luis Obispo |25 1IN 280 15B
Laase by Guyams
07900984 {0 Co. Plugaed Cuyama Qll Ca. San Luis Obispo |25 11N 280 (58
04079008094 {Griggs-russell Rlugged Norris Qil Company San Luis Obispo [25 TiN 280 158
0407900888 Tindian Plugged E, dorgensan San Luls Obispo |23 11N _[28W 188
0407900283 |Kosanke: Plugged  [C. W, Colgrowe San Luis Obispo |23 1IN 260 |SB
2407901036 {indan Piuggad Arco Qll and Gas Co. San Luis Chbispo [23 114 200 |88
407E0008Y |Kasanke 1 iuaged Michael Kadiec San Luis Obispo 115 11N 28W |88
Bromwmson, Browmson Dili Co, &
0407900149 |Cuyama Plugged ASSOC San Luig Obispo [15 11N W 1838
0407300180 [Russell Plugged (G W, Colgrow San Luis Obispo |18 11N 20 13B
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The Division categorically advises against bullding over, or in any way Impeding access
to, ofl, gas, or geothermal wells. Access is considered the ability for a well servicing unit
and associated necessary equipment to reach a well from o public street or access
waly, solely over the parcel on which the well is located. A well servicing unit, and any
necessary eqguipment, should be able to pass unimpeded along and over the route,
and should be able to access the well without disturbing the integrity of surrounding
infrastructure. lterms that can affect well access Include, but are not limited to,
buildings, housing, permanent equipment, infrastructure, fencing, hardscape,
landscape, traes, pools, patios, sidewalks, roadways, parking lots, waterways or
channels, and decking. Impeding access to a well could result in the need to remove
any structure or obstacle that prevents orimpedes access.

There are no guarantees a well abandoned in compliance with current Division
recuirements will not start leaking in the fulure, It always remains a possibllity that any
well may start to leak ofl, gas, and/or water affer abandonment, no matter how
thoroughly the well was plugged and abandoned. The Division acknowledges wells
plugged and cbandoned fo the most current standards have a lower probability of
leaking in the future, however there is ne guorantee that such abandonments will not
leck,

The Division advises that all wells identified on the development parce! prior to, or
during, development activifies be tested for liquid und gas leakage. Surveyed locations
should be provided to the Division in Latitude and Longitude, NAD 83 decimal formal,
The Division expects any wells found leaking o be reported to It immediately.

Fallure o plug and re-abandon ¢ well may result in enforcement action, including an
order to perform re- abandonmem well work, pursuant to PRC § 3208,1, and 3224.

PRC § 3208,1 gives the Division the authority to order or permit the re-abandonment of
any well where it hasreason to quastion the integrity of the previous abandonment, or if
the weliis not accessible or visible. Responsitility for re~-abandonment costs may be
affected by the choices made by the local permitfing agency, property owner, and/or
developer In considering the general advice set forth in this letier, The PRC con’f;nues to
define the person or en’m‘y responsible for re-abandonment ¢s:

I. The property owner - If the well was plugged and abandoned in conformance
with Division requirements at the time of plugging and abandonment, and in its
current condifion does not pese an immediate danger o life, health, and
property, but requires addifional work solely because the owner of the property
on which the well is loccted proposes construction on the property that would
prevent or impede access fo the well for purposes of remedying a curently
perceived fulure problem, then the owner of the property on which the wall i is.
located shall obtain oll ights necessary to re-abandon the well and be
responsible for the re-abandonment.

2. The person or entity causing construction over or near the well - If the well was
plugged and abandoned in conformance with Division requirements at the time
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of plugging and abandonment, and the property owner, developer, or local
agency permitting the construction fciled either to obiain an opinion from the
supervisor or district deputy as fo whether the previously abandoned well is
required to be re-abandoned, or to follow the advice of the supervisor or district
depuly not fo undertake the construction, then the person or entity causing the
construction over of near the well shall obtain all rights necessary 1o re-abandan
the well and be responsible for the re-abandonment.

3. The party or parties responsible for disturbing the integrity of the abandonment -
If the well was plugged and abandoned in conformance with Division
requirements at the time of plugging and abandanment, and after that fime
someone other than the operator or an affiiate of the operator disturbed the
integrity of the abandonment in the course of developing the property, then the
party or parfies responsible for disturbing the integrity of the abandonment shall
be responsible for the re-abandonment.

To view PRC § 3208.1 in its entirety, plecse visit:
attes:/feww . conservation.co.gov/index/Documents/DOGGR-SR-
1%20Webh%20C opy.pdf

No well work may be performed on any oll, gas, or geothermal well without written
appraval from the Division, Well work requiring written approval includes, but is not
limited to, mitigating leaking gas or other fluids from abandoned wells, modifications fo
well casings, and/or any other abandonment or re-abandonment work, The Division
also regulates the fop of a plugged and dbandoned well's minimum and maximum
depth below final grade. CCR §1723.5 states well casings shall be cut off at least 5 feet
but no more than 10 feet below grade. If any well needs to be lowered or raised (i.e.
casing cut down or casing riser added) fo meet this regulation, a permit from the
Division 1s required before work can start,

The Division makes the following addifional recommendations to the local permitting
agency, property owner, and developer:

1. To enswre that present and future property owners are aware of (a) the existence
of all wells located on the property, and {b) potentially significant issues
associated witn any improvements near il or gas wells, the Division recommends
that information regarding the above identified well(s), and any other pertinent
information obtained ofter the issuance of this letter, be communicated to the
cppropriate county recorder for inclusion in the title information of the subject
redl property.

2. The Division recommends that any soil containing hydrocarbons be disposed of
in accordance with locdl, state, and federal laws, Please notify the appropriate
authorifies if soll containing significant amounts of hydrocarbons is discovered
during development.
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As indicated in PRC § 3106, the Division has jurisdictional authority over the drilling,
operation, maintenance, and abandonment of oil, gas, and geothermal wells, and

attendant facilities, to prevent, as far as possible, damage to life, health, property, and
hatural resources, damage to underground oll, gas, and geothermal deposits, and
damage to underground and surface waters suttable for irigation or domestic
purposes. In addition to the Division's authority to order work on wells pursuant o PRC
§§ 3208.1 and 3224, it has authority to issue civil and criminal penalties under PRC §8§
3236, 3236.5, and 3359 for violations within the Division's jurisdictional authority. The
Division does not regulate grading, excavations, or other land use issues.

If curing development activities any wells are encountered that were not part of this
review, a Division engineer in the Coastal Diskict - Orcutt office is to be nofified
immediately, and an amended site plan with well casing diagrams for Division review
shall be filed. After appropriate review, the District office will send a follow-up well
evaluation letter to the property owner, applicant, and locat permitting agency,

Thank you for considering the Division's comments. If you have any questions, please
contact our district office at {805} 937-7244 or via email at
ROGGRCoustaliGconservalion.ca.aoy.

Sincerely,

Patricia A. Abel
Coastal District Deputy

ce: State Clearinghouse
OLRA, Christine Hansen
CEQA Unit
RDOGGR Coastal, Jordan Martin
CSWR Fite
Chrono
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