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FIRES

California’s largest wildfire was caused by a
hammer, Cal Fire says

BY DALE KASLER

JUNE 06, 2019 11:39 AM, UPDATED JUNE 06, 2019 03:16 PM

   

The Ranch and River wildfires near Clear Lake in Mendocino and Lake counties started on July 27. At over
450,000 acres burned, they have become the largest wildfire in California history – the Mendocino Complex
Fire. BY SHARON OKADA 

The largest wildfire in California history was an accident started by a claw hammer.

Cal Fire said Thursday that the Ranch Fire last July began when a property owner in Potter Valley,
in Mendocino County, was installing a shade barrier. After disturbing an underground nest of
yellow jackets, the man hammered a two-foot-long concrete stake into the ground to plug the hole,
according to Cal Fire’s investigative report.

The hammering created a spark that lit up a patch of tall grass. Winds were strong, conditions were
dry and the fire grew out of control. The property owner was unable to douse the flames.

TOP ARTICLES

SHARESHARE  

https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsseUj8fJLgyN4-CRpeiLqbMpPUR9vtPmQDWaYMR9_M6hWrMZ5um_LG53bhHuN8l85qOBlmTLv89dcbn5PGRxNDLYpyqbjslpWjHmxPU5zwBdYXZY9Rpr3C9oaVmckykrYLlJT23ug&sai=AMfl-YToFlFq9z7xW9xqvMp8F_UM3KUVjpVxny_IyHXmW5YFQbS0fRj9FVRGal_JoND0G-MSzoYObjBgBVHQ0Ir9g84BFzQWm681wp6hs66di8nA&sig=Cg0ArKJSzO73f6MZS4UR&urlfix=1&adurl=https://cat.sv.us.criteo.com/delivery/ck.php%3Fcppv%3D3%26cpp%3DnD_FMIQRgdiUuB7SaG7HAmpbDzNI-bhHrcTCmJ7b10F7OpX48p_yeav97P9uvskWGqVSaLEHlnELnd2pNRm1HcOXppaCWOM2Viro6t_M7WOVqus5LVWbrl4LTRmchPoSIEmYlK-2D2WMW42wLGm1-anJ-rS_5eIEz5XVoOj1RGDPg-LkWXJHEeSWaXXlc4WeLcK8OBPsvrLYVUVMzJX80XxNGlwwq3jpZZYep8rpN3D6-tkPC7VQIQQ0doo-kGM_l28dp-ezpgKrT44PR85VVgvjdJDzQaligsR47RY34IWAMwGI5W_HmX6YYIrmSXppZjTAIab7mJsqDdWirhbgQVpdeYeKWCQvxdYX7eeigNe35MbFpPB4CgaY4gMc69T_G0PLqcoqNd8mo-3gr2OsCZF-Ezbkl6IuDLMeZep-BwuZBpwp%26maxdest%3Dhttps://ad.atdmt.com/c/img%253Badv%253D11262207740294%253Bec%253D11262215854472%253Badv.a%253D5635900%253Bc.a%253D22057565%253Bs.a%253D1114014%253Bp.a%253D235505304%253Ba.a%253D452590980%253Bcache%253D1485705759%253Bqpb%253D1%253B%253Fh%253Dhttps://equinox.demdex.net/event%253Fd_event%253Dclick%2526d_src%253D275773%2526d_bu%253D12345%2526d_campaign%253D22057565%2526d_placement%253D235505304%2526d_site%253D1114014%2526d_creative%253D122259598%2526d_adid%253D452590980%2526c_cookieid%253D1485705759%2526d_rd%253Dhttps%25253A%25252F%25252Fwww.equinox.com%25252Fcontact%25252Fpromo-display%25253Fdiscid%25253Ddis-Criteo-Acquisition-Static-PT-RTG-joinnow
https://privacy.us.criteo.com/adcenter?cppv=3&cpp=xdJ5gOn3e87tyjR9ifjJxMpR1GO0Ic1dO_vPZdVkmhTbopxTB6VMBgvndCh8vokYOCPGfsCH54bQhYci_jBvLbz2Lnt06okT3O_9caOVfodqa-DlTyFQjcpdeBcOPu01A615N25JfYwau5TMGFmErnyqXQc
https://www.sacbee.com/news/california/fires/
mailto:dkasler@sacbee.com
https://twitter.com/share?text=California%E2%80%99s+largest+wildfire+was+caused+by+a+hammer%2C+Cal+Fire+says&url=https://www.sacbee.com/news/california/fires/article231259623.html
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https://www.sacbee.com/news/california/fires/article231259623.html
mailto:?subject=California%E2%80%99s%20largest%20wildfire%20was%20caused%20by%20a%20hammer%2C%20Cal%20Fire%20says&body=https://www.sacbee.com/news/california/fires/article231259623.html
mailto:sokada@sacbee.com?subject=Animation%20shows%20how%20Mendocino%20Complex%20Fire%20became%20California%27s%20biggest%20fire%20ever
https://www.sacbee.com/news/state/california/fires/article216545070.html
javascript:void(0)
https://www.sacbee.com/


10/9/2019 Cal Fire blames CA’s Ranch Fire on hammer, concrete stake | The Sacramento Bee

https://www.sacbee.com/news/california/fires/article231259623.html 2/8

The fire, which started July 27, eventually burned a total of 410,203 acres across Mendocino,
Colusa, Glenn and Lake counties, making it the largest fire in state history in terms of acreage. The
Ranch Fire burned 280 homes and other buildings and left a firefighter from Utah dead.

The property owner wasn’t identified, and Cal Fire said no charges will be filed.

“This was a complete accident,” said Cal Fire deputy director Michael Mohler.

He said it’s unusual, but not unprecedented, for a major fire to be ignited by a spark from a
hammer. “It has happened before .... It just shows how receptive these fuel beds are (to fire).”

The Ranch Fire was one of two fires that made up what Cal Fire called the Mendocino Complex,
which burned a combined 459,123 acres.

A wildfire in the rural area near the Amador-El Dorado county line has burned 154 acres. The Ranch Fire started
just before 2 p.m. Wednesday at 7531 Ranch Camp Road in the Mount Aukum/Somerset area, and was caught
on this camera operated by Nevada BY NEVADA SEISMO LAB
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A U.S. Bankruptcy Court judge ruled that bondholders can wage an open fight to take over Pacific Gas and
Electric Co. and its parent PG&E. The hedge are partnering with California wildfire victims.
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