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California’s largest wildfire was caused by a
hammer, Cal Fire says

BY DALE KASLER

JUNE 06, 2019 11:39 AM, UPDATED JUNE 06, 2019 03:16 PM
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The Ranch and River wildfires near Clear Lake in Mendocino and Lake counties started on July 27. At over
450,000 acres burned, they have become the largest wildfire in California history — the Mendocino Complex
Fire. BY SHARON OKADA &

The largest wildfire in California history was an accident started by a claw hammer.

Cal Fire said Thursday that the Ranch Fire last July began when a property owner in Potter Valley,
in Mendocino County, was installing a shade barrier. After disturbing an underground nest of
yellow jackets, the man hammered a two-foot-long concrete stake into the ground to plug the hole,
according to Cal Fire’s investigative report.

The hammering created a spark that lit up a patch of tall grass. Winds were strong, conditions were
dry and the fire grew out of control. The property owner was unable to douse the flames.
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How Californians can prepare for PG&E’s planned mass
power interruption

The fire, which started July 27, eventually burned a total of 410,203 acres across Mendocino,
Colusa, Glenn and Lake counties, making it the largest fire in state history in terms of acreage. The
Ranch Fire burned 280 homes and other buildings and left a firefighter from Utah dead.

Explore where you live.

Subscribe for 12 FREE weeks of unlimited digital access.

SAVE NOW

The property owner wasn’t identified, and Cal Fire said no charges will be filed.
“This was a complete accident,” said Cal Fire deputy director Michael Mohler.

He said it’s unusual, but not unprecedented, for a major fire to be ignited by a spark from a
hammer. “It has happened before .... It just shows how receptive these fuel beds are (to fire).”

The Ranch Fire was one of two fires that made up what Cal Fire called the Mendocino Complex,
which burned a combined 459,123 acres.

A wildfire in the rural area near the Amador-El Dorado county line has burned 154 acres. The Ranch Fire started
just before 2 p.m. Wednesday at 7531 Ranch Camp Road in the Mount Aukum/Somerset area, and was caught
on this camera operated by Nevada BY NEVADA SEISMO LAB
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Dry heat puts Northern CA under Fighting fire with fire: Should California
increased fire risk through weekend - burn its forests to protect against
weather watch issued catastrophe?
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Wildfire relief bill on its way to President If you're a PG&E customer, get ready for
Trump’s desk despite Republican ‘no’ power blackouts this year to prevent
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See customers dealing with enormous PG&E power outage due to fire danger
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Spectacular footage shows spread of Briceburg Fire near Yosemite

VIEW MORE VIDEO -

Where PG&E is cutting power to over 800,000 in California this week

OCTOBER 08,2019 11:12 AM

Update: PG&E confirms Wednesday blackout, now estimated to affect nearly
800,000

OCTOBER 08,2019 8:03 AM

Northern California braces for widespread PG&E blackouts. Here’s what you need to
know

OCTOBER 08,2019 6:05 PM

Power is out across Northern California. More than 500,000 customers expected to
wake up with shutoff

OCTOBER 09, 2019 12:25 AM
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California highway projects could lose gas tax funding as Newsom shifts money to
mass transit
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Hedge funds a step closer to PG&E takeover.
Bankruptcy judge opens up two-way fight

BY DALE KASLER

OCTOBER 09,2019 04:10 PM, UPDATED 2 HOURS 11 MINUTES AGO
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A U.S. Bankruptcy Court judge ruled that bondholders can wage an open fight to take over Pacific Gas and
Electric Co. and its parent PG&E. The hedge are partnering with California wildfire victims.
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Power is out across Northern
California. More than 500,000
customers expected to wake up with
shutoff

OCTOBER 09,2019 12:25 AM

So PG&E cut your power. Which
appliances will still work in your
home?

OCTOBER 09, 2019 4:52 PM

Blaze closes Highway 12 in Solano
County, CHP says, as fire burns on
both sides of roadway

OCTOBER 09,2019 4:23 PM
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California Gov. Gavin Newsom
‘outraged’ by PG&E blackouts, but
says they’re needed

OCTOBER 09,2019 12:07 PM
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PG&E employee shot at ahead of
utility’s massive Northern California
power shutoff

OCTOBER 09, 2019 2:06 PM
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