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Mr. John Forsythe 
California Public Utilities Commission 
300 Capitol Mall, Suite 418 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

Dear Mr. Forsythe: 

Thank you for including the California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) in the 
environmental review process for the Mitigated Negative Declaration for the TL674A 
Reconfiguration and TL666D Removal Project located near Interstate 5 (1-5) and for the 
response to Caltrans comment letter dated January 7, 2019. The mission of Caltrans is 
to provide a safe, sustainable, integrated and efficient transportation system to enhance 
California's economy and livability. The Local Development-Intergovernmental Review 
(LD-IGR) Program reviews land use projects and plans to ensure consistency with our 
mission and state planning priorities. 

Caltrans has the following comments: 

It is requested that on Page 5.1-26 Lines 21 and 22 "Though such views are expected 
to be during nighttime hours, and would be temporary and thus likely only visible to a 
limited number of observers because Caltrans would schedule a temporary closure of 
the affected portion 1-5 to safely complete the work." be clarified to make the statement 
that Caltrans is not doing the reconfiguration and removal work. The following 
statement is recommended: 

"Though such views are expected to be during nighttime hours, and would be temporary 
and thus likely only visible to a limited number of observers. SDG&E, to safely 
complete the work, would request from Caltrans a temporary closure of the affected 
portion of 1-5." 

Right-of-Way 

Any work performed within Caltrans' right-of-way (R/W) will require discretionary 
review and approval by Caltrans and an encroachment permit will be required 
for any work within the Caltrans' R/W prior to construction. As part of the 

"Provide <1 safe, sustainable, i11tegrated a11d efficient lra11sporlatio11 system 
to e11hn11ce California 's economy am/ livability" 
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encroachment permit process, the applicant must provide an approved final 
environmental document including the California Environmental Quality Act 
(CEQA) determination addressing any environmental impacts with the Caltrans' 
R/Vv, and any corresponding technical studies. Please highlights the following 
that occur within the Caltrans' R/Vv: specific environmental impacts (depth of 
trench), mitigation elements that could impact, and any resource agency permits 
that would be required. 

Please see Chapter 600 of the Encroachment Permits Manual for requirements 
regarding utilities and state R/Vv: http://www.dot.ca.gov/trafficops/ep/manual.html 

Please see Chapter 17 of the Plan Preparation Manual for requirements regarding 
utilities and state R/Vv: http://www.dot.ca.gov/desiqn/cadd/manuals/ppm.html 

If you have any questions, please contact Kimberly Dodson, of the Caltrans 
Development Review Branch, at (619) 688-2510 or by e-mail sent to 
kimberly.dodson@dot.ca.gov. 

Sincerely, _ 

· ~ t Je(1 'f\__ c, l1t lt~
0

L \JJ\ 
MELINA PEREIRA, Acting Branch Chief 
Local Development and Intergovernmental Review Branch 

Enclosure 
Response to Caltrans comment letter dated January 7, 2019 

"Provide a safe, sustainable, integrated and efficient transportation system 
to enhance California's economy and livability" 
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January 7, 2019 
11-SD-5 

l'MVAR 
TL674A Reconfiguration and TL666.D Removal Project 

SCH/12018121014 
Mr. John Forsythe 
California Public Utilities Commission 
300 Capitol Moll, Suite 418 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

Dear Mr. Forsythe: 

Thank you for including the California Department of'Trnnsportution (Cnltnms) in the 
environmental review prnccss for the Mitlg.1ted Negative Dcclaration·for thcTL674A 
Reconfiguruti011 tmd TL666D Reinovul Project located near Interstntc 5 (1-5), The mission. of 
Cnltrans is to provide a snfe, .sustainable, inlegruted nnd efficient lransportation system to 
enhnncu Cn!Hbmio's economy nnd livability, The Lacul De.velopmenHntergovernmental 
Review (LD~IOR) Program reviews land use projects and plans to ensure consistell(;y with our 
mission and stnte plonning priorities, 

Caltl'ans hns the followh1g comments: 

Hydrology and Dmhrngc Studies 

Pk·nsc sec nttv.chcd the dmhmgc us-builts for the Vin de la Valle work in the Caltnms Right•of
Wny (R/\V) (Appendix J Map 2 of 13 in the IS-MND Report.) The typical trench section lbr the 
69-kV D\1et Bank (pg. <1-14) shows the depth as "Per Spec." Please review the attached tlrninoge 
culvert as~built, to dete1111ine how close the proposed work is to the cross culverts under Vin de 
In Valle. 

Noise nml Hazlll'tlous Waste nod Afr 

C-1 

A honlth and safety plnn for lead nnd nsbestos, PCB, prepured by n Certified Industrial Hygienist c .. 2 
(CIH) shall be provided by the contractor, includhig Items in 8 CA of Regs$ I 532.1. It shall be 
implemented for ull workers handling the soil, asbestos containing materiul, PCB within the R/W 
and dispose of!hem in accordance with all applicable environmental regulations. 

Jf uny import bo1Tow takes pince, it slmll be obtnincd ·from 11n established commcrciul sourse I C-3 
( nnd defined. us 11C\ean Soil0

) or has o. total lead concentration at or below 80mg/kg. 

··Prmtdr a wfo, s1mntm11>/e, /111<•grn1ed tJml l'jftele/1/ 1rmis1mr1111tcm ;i;v.stem 
/(1 cnhmu:r C.flll[omla '.t <'('i/Jm11y r.1111I lfrabillty " 

7-12 
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Mr. John Forsythe 
January?, 2019 
Pnge2 

Electrical System 

Please sec the attnchcd As Builts for the existing Caltrans~ Electtical System nt Via De Lu Valle. 
The attached As Builts may nol cover ull existing elcctdcal facilities-. Because or this the C,4 
Contractnr will need to reference lhe Subsurfoce Locator as a work item prior to excavating in 
Via De La Valle to identify the existing Caltrans' underground fucililics. 

Please nlso contact the Caltn1ns Electrical Maintenance staff prior to work on this project 

Truffle. Control Plan/l-Inuliug 

The Califol'l1la Dcpm'tment of'Transportation (Caltrans) has discretionary authority with respect 
to highways under its jurisdiction and may, upon npplic11tion and if good causcnppeors, issue a 
special petmit to opernle or move a vehicle 01' combination of vehicles or spechd mobile 
equipment of a size or weight of vehicle or load exceeding the maximum limitations specified in 
the California Vehicle Codo, The Caltrans Trnnsportution Petmits Issuance Branch is responsible 
for the issuance of these special transportation permits for oversize/overweight vehicles on the 
State Highway System. Additional information is J)l'OVided online at: 
http://www.do\.cq.govltl'tlftkopslnennits/lndex.lltml 

A Truffle Control Pinn will need to be submitted to C'altnms District L 1, including tho 
itlterchanges at ln.tersto.te 5/Vin de la Valle, at least 30 days prior to the sturl of any constmction, 
Traffic shull not be unreasonably dclnycd, The plan sholl nlso outline suggested detours to use 
during closures, in:cluding routes nnd signage. 

Potential impacts to the highway facilities (Inters late 5) nnd trnveling public from the detourl 
demolition 1md other construction activities shm1ld be discussed and addressed bcthre work 
begins. 

Right--of .. \Vav_ 

The ongoing Caltrans L~5 North Coast CmTidor (I ... 5 NCC) project along 1~5 is in the urea of this 
projects. Any wo1·k ncai· the construction zone may rcquil'e coordinatio11 with the Callr1111s 
construction contral!tor, 

California Public Utilities Commission shall pre1n1re and submit to Cultrans closure plans us pnrt 
of the encroachment permit upplication. The plnns shall require that closure or partial closure of 
[~5 be limited to times as lo crente the loast possible inconvonfcnco to the traveling public nnd 
that signuge be posted prior to the closure to alert dl'ivers of the closure in accordance with 
Caltnms requirements. Traffic shall not be unrcasonubly delayed, The plan shall also outline 
suggested detours to use during the closures, tmffic, including rm1tes and signnge. 

'"Pm1'1d,• ii 111ft • .111.mt,mblt, r,w:grot,uf 011,I ef/lch:1/11,w111m11r11/m1 system 
ro ,m!umcff n1J/Jim1/a'.r ea,,mmy ,md 1/nibllitJ•" 

7-13 
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TL674A RECONFIGURATION AND TL666D RE:MOVAL PROJECT 
7 ,0 RESPONSES TO COMMENTS 

Mr. John Forsythe 
January7,2019 
Pnge 3 

The Highway Closul'e Pbm, ns pnrt of the encroachment permit, should be submincd to I 
Cnltrans at lcn~t 30 dnys ptior to initintiug installation of the crossings. No work shall c .. s 
begin in Caltrans' R/W until an encroachment permit is nppmvcd. 

Any wo~k perfonued witl1in Cult runs' R/W will require discretionary review and 
npproval by Cnltrnns ancr an encroachment permit will be required for any work within c .. 9 
the Caltrans' R/W prior to construction, As part of the encroachment permit process. the 
applicant must provide an approved final environmental document including the 
Californin Envjronmcntnl Qualify Act (CEQA) determination addressing any 
environmental impacts with the Cahrans1 R/\V1 and any com:sponding technical studies, 
Plcuse highlights the following that occur within the Caltrans1 R/W: specific 
environ·mental impacts (depth of trench). mitigation olcments thn1 could impnct, and nny 
resource agency pennits th,11 would be fouire<l. 

Plcm;c sec Chuptcr 600 of the Encroaclrnrnnt Permits Manual for requirements regunling utilities 
flnd stale R/W: hllp:f/www,dot.cn,gov/trnfficnps/cprmanun!~h!nl! C~10 

Please sec Chnpter 17 of the Plun Prcpart1tion Manual for requirements regarding utilities un<l 
state R/\V: htlp://\Vww .dot.cu. gov/dcsigi1/ca<ldtJm!!ltmb/ppm.htm! 

If-you have any questions, please contact Kimberly Dodson, of Lhc Cultrnns Development 
Review Branch, at (619) 688•2510 or by e•mail s~nt to kimberly,dodson@dut.cu.gov. 

ey,1//l 
OB AZONG, Brnncb Chief 

Local Development and Intcrgovcmmontal Review Branch 

AuachmenL<i;: 
Appendix J; Detailed Project Components Maps 
As•Ouilt for Existing Cnltmm' Elcctricul System nt Via De Lu Valle 

"l'rv1·/1fr I! wfi', J/Mllli•mbl!.', f11tegmtt'd 11ml ~f!/r:/111// Jrn11.11mnallm1 J)'JR'fll 

/r, e1rf11m('I;' Call/Omfa ·J etli!lr.llltl' am/ 1/,wbf//ry., 

7-14 MARCH 2019 
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Appendix J 
Detailed Project Components Maps 

7-15 MARCH 2019 
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7,0 Rl!SPONSES TO COMMEIH$ 

AS BUILT PLANS 
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TL674A RECONFIGURATION AND TL6660 REMOVAL PROJECT 
7.0 RESPONSES iO COMMENTS 

Response to Comment Letter C 
California Department of Transportation 

C-1 The commenter requests that the applicant review attached drainage as-built drawings for the Via 
de la Valle work in the California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) right-of-way (ROW) 
to determine the proximity of the proposed work to the cross culverts under Via de la Valle. 

C-2 

C-3 

The letter containing the attached drainage as-built drawings has been forwarded to the 
applicant. These drawings would be considered when determining how close the proposed 
work would be to the cross culverts under Via de la Valle during the final engineering design 
phase of the project. 

The commenter requests that a health and safety plan for lead, asbestos, and polychlorinated 
biphenyls (PCBs), prepared by a Certified Industrial Hygienist, be provided by the contractor, 
including items in 8 California Code of Regulations § 1532.1. The health and safety plan would be 
implemented for all workers handling soil, asbestos-containing matetial, and PCBs within the 
ROW, and would direct workers to dispose of them in accordance with all applicable regulations. 

Section 5.8 discusses hazards and hazardous materials. According to the applicant, 
management practices documented in SDG&E's "Best Management Practices Manual for 
Water Quality Construction," (BMP Manual; Appendix F) would be implemented during 
construction to reduce potential impacts from hazardous materials. 

In addition to implementing BMPs, the applicant would comply with all applicable 
regulations pertaining to the management of hazardous matetials and hazardous wastes. 
Removal or relocation of utility lines witi1 components suspected to contain asbestos may 
require notificatiou to the San Diego Air Pollution Control District (SDAPCD), an asbestos 
survey conducted by a Certified Asbestos Inspector, and proper removal and disposal 
techniques (National Emission Standards for Hazardous Air Pollutants 40 Code of Federal 
Regulations 61, SubpartM). The CPUC expects the applicant to adhere to all applicable laws 
and regulations, implement the applicant's BMP Manual, and conduct Safety and 
Environmental Awareness Program training. Furthennore, MM HAZ-1 requires the applicant 
to prepare a Hazardous Materials and Waste Management Plan, which shall be implemented 
during construction to prevent the release of hazardous mate1ials and hazardous waste. Refer 
to Draft IS/MND pages 5.8-18 and 5.8-19 to see the full mitigation measure. 

The commenter requests that if any import borrow takes place, it shall be obtained from an 
established comme1-cial soutce (and defined as "Clean Soil") or have a total lead concentration at 
or below 80 milligrams per kilogram. 

As part of the proposed project, the applicant proposes to backfill holes and trenches with 
excavated soils as necessary. Should contaminated soil be enconntered during trenching 
activities, the applicant would sample in place, test, profile, and transport tl1e material to an 
appropriately permitted disposal facility in accordance with all federal, state, and local laws 

FINAL IS/MNO 7-25 MARCfl 2019 
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C-4 

C-5 

TL674A RECONFIGURATION AND TL666D REMOVAL. PROJECT 
7.0 RESPONSES TO COMMENTS 

and regulations. If any import borrow takes place, the CPUC expects the applicant to comply 
with applicable state and municipal codes and regulations, including Health and Safety Code 
Section 57008, to adhere to the California Human Health Screening Level for lead and lead 
compounds in soil. 

The commenter requests that the applicant review attached as-built drawings for the existing 
Caltrans' electrical system at Via de la Valle. However, the commenter indicates that the as-built 
drawings may not cover aJI existing electrical facilities, so they also request that the contractor 
reference the subsurface locator as a work item prior to excavating in Via.de la Valle to identify 
the existing Caltrans underground facilities aud contact the Caltrans electrical maintenance staff 
prior to starting work for the proposed project. 

The Jetter containing attached as-built drawings for the existing electrical system at Via de la 
Valle has been forwarded to the applicant. Since the as-built drawings may not cover all 
existing electrical facilities, the Contractor will reference the Snbsurface Locator as a work 
item prior to excavating in Via de la Valle, in order to identify the existing Caltraus 
underground facilities, and contact the Caltrans electrical maii1tenance staff prior to starting 
work for the project. 

The commenter indicates that Cal trans has discretionary authority with respect to highways under 
its jurisdiction and may, upou application and if good cause appears, issue a special pe1mit to 
operate or move a vehicle, combinatiou of vehicles, or special mobile equipment whose size 
aud/or weight (including load) exceeds the maximmn liinitations specified in the California 
Vehicle Code. In addition, the commenter requests that a traffic control plan be submitted to 
Caltrans District 11, including the interchauge at Interstate 5 (1-5)/Via de la Valle, at least 30 days 
prior to start of any construction. This plan would include suggested detours to use during 
closures, including routes and signage, 

Impacts associated with construction traffic are addressed in Section 5.16, "Traffic and 
Transportation," Draft ISIMND page 5. I 6-6, Table 5.16.1, outlines relevant transportation 
policies and regulations, such as the need for the applicant to "obtain an encroac!unent pennit 
for all proposed activities related to the placement of encroachment within, under, or over 
state highway right-of-way. The applicant must also obtaiu a special pe1mit to operate a 
vehicle or combination of vehicles with special mobile equipment of a size or weight of 
vehicle or load exceeding the maximum limitations on state highways." The CPUC expects 
the applicaut to comply with applicable state and municipal codes and regulations. 
Furthermore, the sentence beginning on Draft IS/MND page 5.16-14, line 22, states that 
"Crossing 1-5 would be conducted pursuant to Caltrans' approved methods, which could 
include traffic control, guard structures, netting, or any combination of these methods; these 
approved methods would be outlined within the encroachment permit issued by Caltrans for 
all highway crossings," Therefore, a Traffic Control Plan (TCP) would be submitted to 
Caltrans District 11, including the interchanges atl-5/Via de la Valle, at least 30 days prior to 
the start of any construction. The TCP would comprise outlining suggested detours to use 
during closures, including routes and signage. 

FINAL 1$/MND 7-26 MMCH2019 
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TL074A RECONFIGURATION ANO TL666D REMOVAL PROJECT 
7 .0 RESPONSES TO COMMENTS 

The commenter requests that the IS/MND discuss and address potential impacts to I-5 and 
traveling public from detours, demolition, and other constmction activities. 

See response to Comment C-5. The proposed project would not involve demolition activities. 
Potential impacts from the proposed construction activities have been properly analyzed 
using criteria outlined in Appendix G of the CEQA Guidelines, as discussed in Section 5.16, 
''Traffic and Transportation" of the Draft IS/MND. Fnrthennore, the applicant would acquire 
encroachment petmits and road crossing approvals, if required, and would meet the 
requirements of these authorizations, including implementation of a TCP that would outline 
detours, including routes atid signage. 

The commenter indicates that the ongoing Caltrans 1-5 North Coast Conidor project along 1-5 is 
in the area of the proposed project. Further, any wol'k near the constrnction zone may require 
coordination with the Caltrans constrnction contractor. The commenter also states that the CPUC 
shall prepare and submit to Caltrans closure plans as part of the encroachment permit application. 
The plans shall require that closure or partial closure of 1-5 be limited to times that would create 
the least possible inconvenience to the traveling public and that signage be posted prior to the 
closure in accordance with Caltrans requirements. ht addition, the plans shall also outline 
suggested detours during the closures, including routes and signage. 

See response to Comment C-5. Draft IS/MND Section 5.19, "Mandatory Findings," page 
5.19-3, Table 5.19-1, lists the foreseeable projects considered in conjunction with the 
proposed project in the analysis of cumulative impacts. The 1-5/State Route 56 Interchange 
Project (part of the I-5 North Coast Corridor Project) was one of the projects identified to be 
approved but not funded and has an estimated completion dale of 2025. Since this fo!'eseeable 
project has an unknown timeline, it may or may not overlap with the proposed project. Thus, 
the CPUC concurs that any work near the constrnction zone may require coordination with 
the Caltrans construction contractor to minimize a potential cumulative impact to traffic. 
Furthennore, as indicated in the Draft IS/MND, the applicant would acquire encroachment 
pennits and road crossing approvals, if required, and would implement the requirements of 
these authorizations, including implementation of a traffic control plan that would outline 
closures and detours, including routes and signage. 

The commenter indicates that the Highway Closure Plan, as part of the encroachment pennit, 
should be submitted to Caltrans at least 30 days prior to initiating installation of the crossings. No 
work shall begin in Caltrans' ROW until an encroachment pennit is approved. 

See response to Comment C-5. The CPUC concurs that as part of the encroachment pennit, 
the Highway Closure Plan should be submitted to Caltrans at least 30 days prior to initiating 
installation of the crossings. The sentence beginning on Draft IS/MND page 5.16-14, line 22, 
states that "Crossing I-5 would be conducted pursuant to Caltrans' approved methods, which 
could include traffic control, guard strnctures, netting, 0l' any combination of these methods; 
these approved methods would be outlined within the encroachment pennit issued by 

FINAL ISIMNO 7-27 MARCH 2019 
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TL674A Rl:CONFIGURATION AND TL666D REMOVAL PROJECT 

7.0 RESPONSE$ TO COMMl=NTS 

Caltrans for all highway crossings." Therefore, the CPUC expects the applicant to adhere to 
Cal trans' procedure and recommendations of submitting a Highway Closure Plau to Cal trans 
District 11, as part of the encroachment pennit. 

The commenter indicates that any work perfonned within the Caltrans ROW would require 
discretionary review and approval by Caltrans, and an encroachment pe,mit would be required for 
any work within the Caltrans ROW prior to construction. In addition, as part of the encroachment 
pennit process, the applicant must provide an approved final environmental document including 
the CEQA determination addressing any environmental impacts within the Caltrans ROW, and 
any corresponding technical studies. The commenter requests that the IS/MND highlight all of the 
following that occur within the Caltrans ROW: specific enviromnental impacts (depth of trench), 
potential impacts of the proposed project, and any resource agency pennits that would be required 
to be involved. 

The CPUC concurs that any work performed within the Caltrans ROW would require 
discretionary review and approval by Caltrans and that an encroachment permit would be 
required for any work within the Caltrans' ROW prior to constructiott. Prior to construction, 
the CPUC expects the applicant to obtain a Caltmns encroachment pe,mit pnrsuant to 
Caltrans' approved methods, which could include traffic control, gnard structures, netting, or 
any combination of these methods; these approved methods would be outlined within the 
encroachment permit issued by Caltrans for all work within the Caltrans ROW. 

The CPUC prepared the MND to comply with the requirement of CEQA. Pursuant to CEQA, 
inclnding Public Resonrces Code Section 21064.5 and 21082.2, the CPUC prepared the IS to 
determine whether significant adverse effects on the environment would result from 
implementation of the proposed project. The IS used the significance criteria outlined in 
Appendix G of the CEQA Guidelines as a basis for analysis. Potential impacts from the 
proposed project have been fully disclosed in the IS, which was used to support the MND. 
Furthermore, the Draft IS/MND, page 4-7, Table 4-1 identifies the pennits that the lead and 
responsible agencies may require of the applicant in order to implement the proposed project. 

32 C-10 The commenter recommends that the applicant see Chapter 600 of the Encroachment Penni! 
33 Manual Chapter 17 of the Plan Preparation Manual for requirements regarding utilities and state 
34 ROW. 
35 
36 

37 
38 
39 
40 
41 

FINAL 15/M ND 

Comment noted. The letter containing the references to Chapter 600 of the Encroachment 
Permit Manual Chapter 17 of the Plan Preparation Manual for reqnirements regarding utilities 
and state ROW has been forwarded to the applicant. The CPUC expects the applicant to 
comply with applicable state and municipal codes and regulations, including the requirements 
regarding utilities and state ROW. 

7-28 MARCH 2019 




