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City of Davis, Department of Community Development and Sustainability
University Commons Project

Project Location:

Yolo

Davis
City

County

Please provide a Project Decription (Proposed Actions, location, and/or consequences).
The 8.25-acre project site is located in the City of Davis, California, north of Russell Boulevard, east of Sycamore Lane, and
west of Anderson Road. The project site is currently developed with the University Mall, a 103,695-square-foot (sf)
neighborhood shopping center that includes a variety of commercial uses and restaurants. Current tenants include a Trader
Joe’s grocery store, Cost Plus World Market, and smaller shops and services. Professional offices are located on a partial
second floor. The proposed project would include demolition of approximately 90,653 sf of the existing University Mall
building to create a mixed-use development. Buildout of the proposed project would result in the addition of 264 new
multi-family residential units and approximately 136,800 sf of retail space, not including the existing Trader Joe’s building,
which would be retained as-is. The proposed 264 multi-family residential units would include a mix of unit types with a total
of 622 bedrooms and 894 beds. Due to the immediate proximity of the project site to the UC Davis campus and the demand
for student housing, the proposed residential development would be focused on student use, but would be available for
non-students as well. The addition of 136,800 sf of retail uses would accommodate shops, restaurants, and other uses. The
proposed project would include a three-level parking structure that would be situated beneath a portion of the residential
development and would provide parking for residential and retail use. Implementation of the proposed project would
require the following entitlements from the City of Davis:
• Certification of the EIR and adoption of the Mitigation Monitoring Plan;
• General Plan Amendment;
• Rezone/Preliminary Planned Development; and
• Development Agreement.

Please identify the project's significant or potentially significant effects and briefly describe any proposed mitigation measures that
would reduce or avoid that effect.
The Draft EIR identifies significant impacts for the following California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) environmental
topic areas: Air Quality, Greenhouse Gas Emissions, Energy, Traffic, and Noise. However, the Draft EIR includes mitigation
measures that would reduce all such impacts to a less-than-significant level.
The Draft EIR determined that the project would have certain impacts to Transportation and Circulation, under existing and
cumulative settings, that would remain significant and unavoidable even after implementation of the feasible mitigation
measures set forth in the Draft EIR.

Added 2010

continued
If applicable, please describe any of the project’s areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by agencies
and the public.

Areas of known controversy for the proposed project include:
• Sufficient parking;
• Tree removal;
• Impacts to bicycle and pedestrian paths;
• Aesthetic impacts of building design;
• Increased traffic;
• Noise generation;
• Water quality; and
• Impacts associated with concurrent development within the City.

Please provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.
The proposed project would disturb more than one acre of land; therefore, the project would be required to obtain
coverage under the National Pollution Discharge Elimination System through the Storm Water Pollution Prevention
permitting program of the Central Valley Regional Water Quality Control Board (CVRWQCB).

