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If applicable, describe any of the project’s areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by
agencies and the public.

Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.


	Print Form Button: 
	Text Field: 2018102041
	Project Title: Z-Best Composting Facility Modifications
	Lead Agency: County of Santa Clara
	Contact Name: David Rader
	Email: david.rader@pln.sccgov.org
	Phone Number: (408) 299-5779
	Project Location: Gilroy (unincorporated), Santa Clara County
	Project Description: The project proponent, Zanker Recycling has applied to the County of Santa Clara for a modification of its Use Permit for the Z-Best Composting facility at 980 State Route 25 (SR 25) in the unincorporated area approximately 5 miles southeast of Gilroy. The proposed modification would allow changes to the existing composting process from the current windrow method to an aerated static pile process, as well as other changes in operations and site design. The proposed new process would occur within the already developed area of the existing composting facility. The proposed modification would result in a throughput increase from the current maximum of 1,500 tons to 2,750 tons per day and from 2,500 TPD on 15 days per year to 3,500 TPD on 20 days each year to accommodate seasonal spikes in green waste intake. The project would also include modifications to an existing detention pond and on-site flood storage facility. Also, SR 25 along the site frontage would be widened to allow installation of acceleration/deceleration lanes into and out of the facility entrance, which would be relocated to to become a new fourth leg of the existing SR 25/Bolsa Road intersection. The existing facility driveway would be closed.
	Project's Effects: The project would result in significant and unavoidable Air Quality (NOX emissions), Greenhouse Gas (GHG), and Transportation (VMT) impacts. Impacts to Biological Resources, Cultural Resources, and Transportation (safety) could be mitigated to a less-than-significant level. Following is a summary of mitigation:
-Air quality: Minimize on-site truck emissions during construction and operations.
-GHG: Require purchase of an amount of carbon off-sets sufficient to reduce project GHG emissions to below the threshold of significance.
-Biological Resources: consultation and avoid and mitigation measures for potential impacts to California Red-Legged Frog during construction; pre-construction surveys to avoid impacts to Burrowing Owl, Nesting Raptors/Migratory Birds, special-status bats; a Wetland Mitigation and Monitoring Plan would be required to compensate for temporary and/or permanent impacts to wetlands and other waters of the U.S.
-Cultural/Paleontological Resources: construction monitoring for buried historic or prehistoric cultural resources and paleontological resources.
-Transportation: Construction management plan to avoid safety impacts during construction.
	Areas of Controversy: A number of issues of concern about potential effects of the project were raised as part of the NOP process. These include, but were not limited to:
-Odor
-Traffic safety at the Z-Best entrance on SR 25
-Traffic operations/congestion on SR 25
-Visual impacts related to litter and debris;
-Conflicts with adjacent agricultural land uses
-Air emissions

	List of Agencies: CalEPA - CalRecycle
State Water Resources Control Board
Central Coast Regional Water Quality Control Board, Region 3
California Department of Transportation, District 4
California Department of Fish and Wildlife
Bay Area Air Quality Management District
United States Army Corps of Engineers
United States Fish and Wildlife Service


