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If applicable, describe any of the project’s areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by
agencies and the public.

Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.
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	Text Field: 2018092046
	Project Title: Wilcox Processing Facility
	Lead Agency: County of Humboldt
	Contact Name: Joshua Dorris
	Email: jdorris@co.humboldt.ca.us
	Phone Number: 707-445-7541
	Project Location: Whitethorn                                                                                             Humboldt
	Project Description: Conditional Use Permit (CUP) and Reclamation Plan for the Wilcox Processing Facility (WPF) to allow for processing and storing of quarry rock, at an existing quarry rock processing facility located approximately 1 mile south of the community of Whitethorn in unincorporated County of Humboldt, on Assessor’s Parcel Number (APN) 215-231-013 (WPF site). The site is the location of a former mill site and previously operated as an accessory function to the mill site prior to 1972. From 1995 to 2017, the site operated as the WPF, but has since been idle.
	Project's Effects: Biological Resources: Project shall comply with the requirements of the RWQCB and employ the BMPs detailed therein; To mitigate for the previous site use and associated riparian vegetation clearing, the riparian corridor shall be planted with cuttings from on-site native riparian plant species. Green House Gas Emissions/Air Quality: Project shall comply with the NCUAQMD’s Rules and Regulations to reduce the amount of fugitive dust; At all times, all mechanical equipment shall be maintained in good condition to minimize excessive exhaust emissions. Cultural Resources: The inadvertent archaeological discovery protocol. If any human remains are discovered during ground disturbance activities, work within 20 meters of the discovery location shall cease and the Humboldt County Coroner will be contacted to determine if the cause of death must be investigated.   Geology and Soils: If fossils are discovered during project implementation, the operator shall notify a qualified paleontologist to examine the discovery and assess the significance of the finding under CEQA.  Hydrology and Water Quality: Project shall be consistent with requirements of the RWQCB and employ BMPs.
	Areas of Controversy: The initial Draft IS/MND was submitted to the State Clearinghouse (SCH No. 201809204) and circulated for public review and comment for a period of 30 days, beginning on September 19, 2018, and ending on October 18, 2018. The County received a total of two (2) comment letters on the Draft IS/MND. Comments were received from Mr. Shawn Studebaker (October 3, 2018) and the California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW, October 19, 2018). In summary, Mr. Studebaker's comments concerned 1) the need to analyze cumulative environmental impacts of the whole of the project  including the Quarry site, the Processing Facility site, the connecting roads, and to public roadways, 2) the biological impacts to affected species that the Mattole River watershed supports, including the federally-listed threatened Chinook, coho, and Chinook salmonids, special status species of frogs, salamanders, newt, northern red legged frog, and western pond turtle. In summary, CDFW's comments concerned that the project has potential to impact salmonids, nesting birds, listed and sensitive amphibian and reptile species, riparian vegetation, and Marbled Murrelet critical habitat.  The Revised Draft IS/MND adequately addressed the concerns raised and associated responses to the comments are included in Appendix C: Responses to Comments on the Draft IS/MND, of the Revised Draft IS/MND.
	List of Agencies: County of Humboldt, CA Air Resources Board, CA Department of Fish and Wildlife, Regional Water Quality Control Board


