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March 6, 2020 

Mr. Ron Bess, Assistant Planner 
City of Sacramento, Community Development Department 
300 Richards Boulevard, 3rd Floor 
Sacramento, CA 95811 
RBess@cityofsacramento.org 

GA VIN NEWSOM, Governor 

Subject: West Broadway Specific Plan, Draft Environmental Impact Report, 
SCH No. 2018072032, City and County of Sacramento 

Dear Mr. Bess: 

The California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) has reviewed the draft Environmental 
Impact Report (EIR) for the proposed West Broadway Specific Plan (Project or Plan) pursuant 
to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and CEQA Guidelines. In accordance with 
our mandates, CDFW is submitting comments on the draft EIR as a means to inform the City of 
Sacramento (City), as the Lead Agency, of our concerns regarding potentially significant 
impacts to sensitive resources associated with the proposed Project. 

CDFW ROLE 

CDFW is a Trustee Agency with responsibility under CEQA (Pub. Resources Code, § 21000 et 
seq.) pursuant to CEQA Guidelines section 15386 for commenting on projects that could impact 
fish, plant, and wildlife resources. CDFW is also considered a Responsible Agency if a project 
would require discretionary approval, such as a California Endangered Species Act (CESA) 
Incidental Take Permit (ITP), a Lake and Streambed Alteration (LSA) Agreement, or other 
provisions of the Fish and Game Code that afford protection to the state's fish and wildlife trust 
resources. 

REGULATORY REQUIREMENTS 

California Endangered Species Act 
Please be advised that if the Project has the potential to result in "take" of plants or animals listed 
under CESA, either during construction or over the life of the Project (Fish and Game Code, § 
2080 et seq.), the Project must demonstrate compliance with CESA, either through full 
avoidance measures or obtaining take coverage through a CESA ITP. Issuance of a CESA ITP 
is subject to CEQA documentation; therefore, the CEQA document must specify impacts, 
mitigation measures, and a mitigation monitoring and reporting program. If the Project will impact 
CESA listed species, early consultation is encouraged, as potential significant modification to the 
Project and mitigation measures may be required in order to obtain a CESA ITP. 

CEQA requires a Mandatory Finding of Significance if the Project is likely to substantially restrict 
the range or reduce the population of a threatened or endangered species. (Pub. Resources 
Code,§§ 21001, subd. (c), 21083; CEQA Guidelines,§§ 15380, 15064, and 15065). Impacts 
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must be avoided or mitigated to less-than-significant levels unless the CEQA Lead Agency 
makes and supports Findings of Overriding Consideration (FOC). The CEQA Lead Agency's 
FOC does not eliminate the Project proponent's obligation to comply with Fish and Game Code 
section 2080. 

Lake and Streambed Alteration 
CDFW requires an LSA Notification (Notification), pursuant to Fish and Game Code section 
1600 et. seq., for Project activities affecting lakes or streams and associated riparian habitat. 
Notification is required for any activity that may substantially divert or obstruct the natural flow; 
change or use material from the bed, channel, or bank including associated riparian or wetland 
resources; or deposit or dispose of material where it may pass into a river, lake or stream. Work 
with.in ephemeral streams, washes, watercourse with· a subsurface flow, and floodplains are 
subject to notification requirements. CDFW will consider the CEQA document for the Project 
and may issue an LSA Agreement. CDFW may not execute the final LSA Agreement (or ITP) 
until it has complied with CEQA as a Responsible Agency. 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION SUMMARY 

Proponent: City of Sacramento 

Location: The proposed Project area is located in the City of Sacramento within the Upper 
Land Park neighborhood, south of the Central City, and across the Sacramento River from the 
Pioneer Bluffs and Stone Locks areas of West Sacramento. The Project area encompasses 
approximately 240 acres, bounded by the Sacramento River on the west; Broadway and 
Business 80/U.S. Highway 50 to the north; Muir Way and 5th Street to the east; and 4th Avenue 
and Merkley Way to the south. Interstate 5 travels north-south through the western portion of 
the Project area and separates Miller Regional Park and the industrial lands east of it from the 
rest of the Project area. 

Timeframe: Unknown 

Description: The proposed Plan is to provide for the orderly and systematic integration of land 
uses within the Plan area that is consistent with the City's goals and maximizes opportunities 
afforded by the area's proximity to the Sacramento River and the downtown area. More 
specifically, the objectives of the Plan are to; 1) accommodate growth that increases the long
term economic sustainability, equity and well-being, and protection of important environmental 
resources in the Plan area, 2) provide for the orderly and systematic integration of land uses 
within the Plan area that maximizes opportunities afforded by the area's proximity to the 
Sacramento River and Downtown Sacramento, 3) facilitate new mixed-use development, reuse, 
and redevelopment within the Industrial Subarea lands along 1st Avenue and 5th Street, 4) 
promote new infill residential development and redevelopment within the Plan area that 
supports a mixed-income community and a variety of housing choices, including market rate 
and affordable housing options for low-income, very low-income, and extremely low-income 
households, 5) promote neighborhood-serving uses, including a grocery store and venue(s) for 
after-school programs and activities for area youth, 6) enhance public recreation, use, and 
waterfront access at Miller Regional Park, 7) enhance the West Broadway corridor as a future 
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gateway and bridge connection between the cities of Sacramento and West Sacramento, 8) 
leverage the planned improvements of the Broadway Complete Streets Plan to support 
economic growth and mixed-use development along West Broadway, 9) provide a gridded 
street network that improves the connection and access within the Plan area to surrounding 
uses and neighborhoods, 10) enhance bike and pedestrian travel ways through the Plan area to 
schools, public facilities, and neighborhood amenities, and 11) support and promote local 
businesses in the Plan area. 

COMMENTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

CDFW offers the following comments and recommendations to assist the City in adequately 
identifying and/or mitigating the Project's significant, or potentially significant, direct and indirect 
impacts on fish and wildlife (biological) resources. 

Comment 1: Notification under Fish and Game Code Section 1600 et. Seq. may be required 
Proposed activities described in the draft EIR may be subject to Notification and CDFW may 
require an LSA Agreement, pursuant to Section 1600 et seq. of the Fish and Game Code. 
These activities include construction and operation of the bike and pedestrian bridge, 
enhancement of recreational activities including marina alterations, dredging, vegetation 
removal and management within riparian areas, and discharge of concentrated stormwater 
runoff into the Sacramento River as a result of expanded impermeable surfaces due to urban 
development. Please submit Notification to CDFW at the Bay Delta Region Office listed above 
for projects occurring west of Interstate 5, and at the North Centra l Region Office for projects 
occurring east of Interstate 5. To obtain information about the LSA notification process, please 
access our website at https://www.wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/LSA. 

Comment 2: Impacts from Project phasing are not included in draft EIR 
Proposed activities described may have additional impacts due to Project phasing over time and 
are not discussed or evaluated in the draft EIR. Projects that include multiple phases with different 
sections or parcels built out at different time periods or phasing that includes whole-site grading 
with separate parcels developed at later dates have impacts over a period of longer than one 
year. This delay in full buildout allows wildlife to utilize resources that develop post-grading on 
vacant parcels. These resources include, but are not limited to, ruderal grassland and brush that 
provide nesting habitat for passerine birds, infrastructure installed but not utilized that provide 
burrowing habitat for ground squirrels, burrowing owls, and short-eared owls, and pooling of 
rainwater on parcels that provide temporary habitat for amphibians and invertebrates. CDFW is 
unable to analyze theses impacts without inclusion of a description of the Project's timing and 
implementation in relation to site preparation, infrastructure installation, and complete buildout. 

To correct this deficiency, please update the draft EIR with a description of the projected phasing 
and estimated timeframes for each project specifically mentioned or outlined in the Plan from 
start of construction to complete buildout. If the Project's timeframe from start of construction to 
complete build out includes breaks in construction longer than 15 days or periods of inactivity 
that could allow establishment of habitat elements such as burrows and vegetation, then impacts 
to wildlife utilizing the parcels not built out must be included in the impacts analysis to ensure the 
Project mitigates impacts to less-than-significant. When and if such a delay occurs, and to 
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ensure the Project is mitigating to less-than-significant, CDFW recommends revising the draft 
EIR to include a mitigation measure that meets the following criteria: a qualified biologist shall 
conduct habitat assessment surveys to determine what wildlife are utilizing the vacant parcels, if 
vacant parcels are being utilized avoidance and minimization measures (including the measures 
discussed in this letter) shall be used to prevent impacts and take, and if impacts and take are 
not fully avoidable, additional compensatory mitigation shall be discussed and agreed upon with 
CDFW's approval prior to the re-initiation of construction activities. 

Comment 3: Mitigation Measure 4.3-1 does not define floristic survey protocol 
Mitigation Measure 4.3-1 does not include defined survey protocols for floristic surveys. 

To correct this deficiency, CDFW recommends Mitigation Measure 4.3-1 be revised to include 
adherence to the most current version of CDFW's Protocols for Surveying and Evaluating 
Impacts to Special-Status Native Plant Populations and Natural Communities (2009), including 
the reporting requirements contained in those protocols, and to indicate the qualified botanist 
shall conduct the surveys according to the protocols. 

Comment 4 : Mitigation Measure 4.3-1 revisions needed to mitigate impacts to special
status plants to less-than-significant 
Mitigation Measure 4.3-1 does not reduce impacts to a level of less-than-significant by 
identifying compensatory mitigation in the event impacts to special-status plants cannot be fully 
avoided, or requiring CESA compliance through take authorization in the event CESA-listed 
plant species will be impacted by Project activities. 

To correct this deficiency, CDFW recommends Mitigation Measure 4.3-1 be revised to require 
compensatory mitigation for impacts to special-status plant species at a minimum of a 3:1 
mitigation ratio (conserved habitat to impacted habitat) for permanent impacts. CDFW also 
recommends inclusion of language defining the Project's obligation to obtain CESA-listed plant 
take coverage through an ITP issued by CDFW when take of Rare, Threatened, or Endangered 
plants, including Mason's lilaeopsis (Lilaeopsis masonil), cannot be fully avoided. 

Comment 5: Mitigation Measure 4.3-2a, b, d, f, and h revisions needed to mitigate impacts 
to fish to less-than-significant 
Proposed activities described are likely to result in take of special-status fish species within the 
Project area, especially Delta smelt (Hypomesus transpacificus), Chinook salmon 
(Oncorhynchus tshawytscha), Central Valley fal l/late fall-run Evolutionarily Significant Unit 
(ESU), Central Valley spring-run ESU, Sacramento River winter-run ESU, steelhead 
(Oncorhynchus mykiss irideus) Central Valley Distinct Population Segment (DPS), and green 
sturgeon (Acipenser medirostris) southern DPS. The middle of the rearing and migration of 
fall/late fall-run Chinook salmon, and the spawning, and incubation of winter-run Chinook 
salmon in the Sacramento River fall within the months of June and July. Due to the Project 
occurring within designated critical habitat for these species, and the CESA and Federal 
Endangered Species Act (ESA) status of these particular runs, allowing the in-water work 
window to start before August 1 increases the possibility of impacts to these protected species 
during a very vulnerable life stage. This includes direct and indirect take from bridge support 
pier installation, coffer dam installation and dewatering, barotrauma, short-term decreased water 
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quality due to Projeict-related turbidity and pH-altered runoff from curing concrete coming in 
contact with the Sacramento River, and long-term decrease in water quality due to increased 
urban runoff leading to increased pollutant concentrations and sediment runoff. 

To correct this deficiency, CDFW recommends Mitigation Measure 4.3-2a: Conduct a 
Hydroacoustic Effects Analysis be revised to incorporate adherence to the accumulated sound 
exposure level (SEL) threshold of 183-decibles (dB) at 1 0 meters and single-strike peak SEL to 
not to exceed 206 dB at 1 0 meters to avoid impacts to Delta smelt. If exceedance is expected 
after the Hydroacoustic Effects Analysis specified in Mitigation Measure 4.3-2a is conducted, 
CDFW recommends inclusion of language defining the Project's obligation to obtain CESA
listed fish take coverage through an ITP issued by CDFW that would allow for Project-related 
impacts due to the exceedance. 

CDFW recommends Mitigation Measure 4.3-2b: Conduct in-Water Construction Activities 
Between June 1 and October 1 and Only During Daylight Hours be revised to incorporate the 
restricted in-water work window of August 1 to November 30 to fully avoid impacts to Delta 
smelt, Chinook salmon, steelhead, and green sturgeon. In the event Project logistics require 
work outside the recommended in-water work window, or during non-daylight hours, CDFW 
recommends inclusion of language defining the Project's obligation to obtain CESA-listed fish 
take coverage through an ITP issued by CDFW that would allow for Project-related work to 
occur outside the restricted work window. 

CDFW recommends Mitigation Measure 4.3-2d: Avoid or Minimize Temporary Construction 
Lighting and Permanent Bridge Lighting from Directing Radiating on Water Surfaces of the 
Sacramento River be revised to incorporate inclusion of language defining the Project's 
obligation to implement light-pollution prevention measures for temporary lighting, or obtain 
CESA-listed fish take coverage through an ITP issued by CDFW in the event that Project 
logistics require deviation from the 'daylight only' daily work period. CDFW also recommends 
the Project Proponent incorporate lighting design elements for the overwater permanent 
structures that would minimize impacts to fish and wildlife, such as shielded light designs, 
dimming controls that allow for programmed switch-off of lights during times of night when use is 
low, use of ground-level lighting in place of typical overhead lighting, and use. of amber and ·red
spectrum lighting in place of white and blue-spectrum light that has been shown to affect fish 
migration patterns and make migrating smolts more susceptible to predators. 

CDFW recommends Mitigation Measure 4.3-2f Compensate for Impacts on Critical Habitat be 
revised to require compensatory mitigation for impacts to special-status fish species at a 
minimum of a 3: 1 mitigation ratio ( conserved habitat to impacted habitat) for permanent impacts 
from Project activities to mitigate impacts to less-than-significant. CDFW also recommends 
identifying either the specific CDFW-approved mitigation bank that credits will be purchased 
from or outline an additional enforceable mitigation strategy in the event appropriate credits are 
not available for purchase. 

CDFW recommends Mitigation Measure 4.3-2h Prepare and Implement a Fish Rescue and 
Relocation Plan be revised to include language defining the Project's obligation to obtain CESA-
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listed fish take coverage through an ITP issued by CDFW that would al low the fish rescue and 
relocation activities proposed without violating Fish and Game Code, § 2080 et seq. 

Comment 6: Mitigation Measure 4.3-3 revisions needed to mitigate impacts to western 
pond turtle to less-than-significant 
Mitigation Measure 4.3-3 does not include defined survey protocols for detecting western pond 
turtle (Emys marmorata) adults or nests within habitat in the Project area. The northern 
subpopulation of western pond turtles that persists from the San Francisco Bay Area through 
the Sacramento Valley has a very broad nesting period (typically April through August) with 
overwintering of some nests and emergence in March or April. Nests can be established up to 
400 meters from the nearest watercourse in sandy substrate with upland grassland 
characteristics. Without a CDFW-approved survey protocol and a description of the habitat 
within the Project area being surveyed, CDFW is unable to evaluate if impacts to western pond 
turtle are fully avoided. 

To correct this, CDFW recommends Mitigation Measure 4.3-3 be revised to include adherence 
to the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) Draft USGS Western Pond Turtle Visual Survey Protocol 
for the Southcoast Ecoregion (2006) to identify potential nesting habitat throughout the Project 
area, or prior to each subsequent project. CDFW also recommends the measure be revised to 
require compensatory mitigation for impacts to western pond turtle nesting habitat at a minimum 
of a 3: 1 mitigation ratio ( conserved habitat to impacted habitat) for permanent impacts and a 1: 1 
ratio for temporary impacts. Temporary impacts should be defined as impacts that will take less 
than a year from initial impact to date of habitat recovery back to baseline conditions. 

Additionally, CDFW recommends the draft EIR be revised to include the following western pond 
turtle nesting avoidance measure: 

"Western Pond Turtle Exclusion and Avoidance - To avoid western pond turtle (WPT) nest 
destruction, exclusion fencing shall be installed around each phase of the Project area and 
staging areas where Project activity will occur prior to the beginning of the April 1 Western 
pond turtle nesting season and start of construction for each phase of the Project. 
Installation of exclusion fencing shall be directed by the qualified biologist. Exclusion fencing 
shall be partially buried by at least six inches below grade and must be maintained for the 
duration of the Project (even when a project is dormant). If an active turtle nest containing 
either hatchlings or eggs is found, CDFW shall be consulted to determine and implement the 
appropriate avoidance measures. This may include a "no disturbance" buffer around the 
nest site until the hatchlings have moved to a nearby aquatic site." 

Comment 7: Mitigation Measure 4.3-4 revisions needed to fully avoid impacts to white
tailed kite 
Proposed activities described may impact white-tailed kite (Elanus leucurus). The white-tailed 
kite is a Fully Protected species under State law and may not be taken or possessed at any time. 

To correct this, CDFW recommends the draft EIR be revised to include an analysis of the 
Project's potential impacts to the Fully Protected species, including raptor surveys prior to the 
start of tree removal activities and during the breeding and nesting seasons when detection is 
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most likely to identify White-tailed kite nests and roosts. If impacts are identified, CDFW 
recommends the measure be revised to adhere to Fish and Game code to fully avoid impacts to 
the species and to require immediate notification to CDFW if the species is detected during 
Project activities. 

Comment 8: Mitigation Measure 4.3-4 revisions needed to mitigate impacts to burrowing 
owls to a level of less-than-significant 
Mitigation Measure 4.3-4 does not include survey protocol to detect burrowing owls (Athene 
cunicularia) within the Project area. The measure does not define avoidance measures in the 
event burrowing owls are discovered or reduce impacts from permanent loss of burrowing owl 
nesting or foraging habitats to a level of less-than-significant as it does not offset those impacts 
with compensatory mitigation requirements. Burrowing owls are known to utilize urban 
infrastructure for nesting habitat, such as utility conduits and graded subdivision lots that have 
laid dormant. Without the Project inclusion of the mitigation measure identified above that 
addresses potential phasing impacts, as described in Comment 2 of this letter, and inclusion of 
enforceable avoidance, minimization and mitigation measures defined in the draft EIR in the 
event burrowing owls are detected the draft EIR does not ensure that impacts have been 
mitigated to a level of less-than-significant. 

To correct this, CDFW recommends Mitigation Measure 4.3-4 be revised to include adherence 
to the mitigation strategies and survey guidelines defined in the CDFW Staff Report on 
Burrowing Owl Mitigation (2012). CDFW also recommends Mitigation Measure 4.3-4 be revised 
to require compensatory mitigation for impacts to burrowing owl foraging habitat at a minimum 
of a 3:1 mitigation ratio (conserved habitat to impacted habitat) for permanent impacts and a 1 :1 
ratio for temporary impacts. 

Comment 9: Mitigation Measure 4.3-4 revisions needed to avoid impacts to nesting birds 
Mitigation Measure 4.3-4 as defined in the draft EIR does not avoid potential impacts to nesting 
birds because the time period allowed between nesting surveys and the start of Project 
construction is too long and new nests could become established in previously surveyed areas. 
Additionally, the described nesting survey window of February 1 to August 31 does not consider 
shifting patterns of seasonal nesting periods within the Sacramento Valley due to late spring 
rains and climate change. 

To correct these deficiencies, CDFW recommends the measure be revised to include updated 
language that incorporates the following nesting bird assessment and avoidance language: 

"If equipment staging, site preparation, grading, excavation or other Project-related activities 
are scheduled during the nesting season (February 15 through September 15) of protected 
raptors and other avian species, focused surveys for active nests of such birds shall be 
conducted by a Qualified Biologist within 5 days prior to the beginning of Project-related 
activities. Surveys shall be conducted throughout the Project site, in staging, storage and 
soil stockpile areas, and along transportation routes. The minimum survey radii surrounding 
the work area shall be the following: i) 250 feet for passerines; ii) 500 feet for small raptors 
such as accipiters; iii) 1,000 feet for larger raptors such as buteos. Surveys shall be 
conducted at the appropriate times of day, and during appropriate nesting times and shall 
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concentrate on areas of suitable habitat. If a lapse in Project-related activities of 14 days or 
longer occurs, another focused survey, and if required, consultation with CDFW will be 
required before Project activities can be reinitiated. 

If nesting birds are found, then no work shall be initiated until nest-specific buffers have 
been established with written approval from CDFW The buffer area(s) shall be fenced off 
from work activities and avoided until the young have fledged, as determined by the 
Qualified Biologist. Active nests within or adjacent to the Project site shall be monitored by 
the Qualified Biologist daily throughout the duration of Project activities for changes in bird 
behavior or signs of distress related to Project activities. If nesting birds are showing signs of 
distress or disruptions to nesting behaviors, then that nest shall have the buffer immediately 
increased by the Qualified Biologist until no further interruptions to breeding behavior are 
detectable. " 

Comment 10: Mitigation Measure 4.3-6 revisions needed to mitigate impacts to bats to a 
level of less-than-significant 
Mitigation Measure 4.3-6 identifies potentially significant impacts to bat species that could occur 
within Project elements, including western red bat (Lasiurus blossevi/lii), pallid bat (Antrozous 
pallidus), Mexican free-tailed bat (Tadarida brasilliensis), and big brown bat (Eptesicus fuscus). 
The measure requires surveys by a qualified bat biologist to determine if bats are utilizing 
habitat elements prior to Project activities, and development of a mitigation plan in consultation 
with CDFW if bat roosts are found. However, the measure does not define avoidance and 
minimization measures beyond this or identify compensatory mitigation in the event impacts to 
special-status bats cannot be fully avoided if discovered. Western red bat and pallid bat are 
designated as California· Species of Special Concern (SSC), and thus warrant proactive 
conservation to ensure the populations' persistence, in addition to the bats of the Sacramento 
Valley having regionally significant value. As the Project's potential impacts include possible 
roost tree removal and Project-related disturbance, such habitat elements found to be in use by 
bats warrant reduction of impacts to a level of less-than-significant within the draft EIR. 

To correct this, CDFW recommends the measure be revised to include a statement defining 
compensatory mitigation in the event impacts to special-status bats or their habitat are not fully 
avoidable. CDFW recommends the measure be revised to require compensatory mitigation for 
impacts to special-status bat habitat at a minimum of a 3:1 mitigation ratio (conserved habitat to 
impacted habitat) for permanent impacts. CDFW also recommends incorporation of requiring a 
two-step tree removal method for trees identified by the qualified bat biologist as having bat 
roost elements, and tree removal conducted under the supervision of the qualified bat biologist. 
When impacts to bat roots within other elements, such as construction activities within tunnels, 
are unavoidable, CDFW recommends revising the measure to require consultation with the 
qualified bat biologist to develop appropriate avoidance and minimization measures. CDFW also 
recommends incorporation of man-made bat roost elements in the bike and pedestrian foot 
bridge design and other building and infrastructure designs within the Project area developed 
with consultation of the qualified bat biologist and CDFW, and consideration given to bat
preferred tree varieties when developing the vegetation and landscape plans for the Project 
area. 



Mr. Ron Bess, Assistant Planner 
City of Sacramento, Community Development Department 
March 6, 2020 
Page 9 of 12 

ENVIRONMENTAL DATA 

CEQA requires that information developed in environmental impact reports and negative 
declarations be incorporated into a database, which may be used to make subsequent or 
supplemental environmental determinations (Pub. Resources Code,§ 21003, subd. (e). 
Accordingly, please report any special-status species and natural communities detected during 
Project surveys to the California Natural Diversity Database (CNDDB). The CNNDB field survey 
form can be found at the following link: https://www.wildlife.ca.gov/Data/CNDDB/Submittinq
Data#44524420-pdf-field-survey-form. The completed form can be mailed electronically to 
CNDDB at the following email address: cnddb@wildlife.ca.qov. The types of information 
reported to CNDDB can be found at the following link: 
https://www.wildlife.ca.gov/Data/CNDDB/Plants-and-Animals. 

CONCLUSION 

CDFW appreciates the opportunity to comment on the draft EIR to assist the City in identifying 
and mitigating Project impacts on biological resources. 

Please note that the proposed Project area lies within both CDFW's Bay Delta and North 
Central Regions, and notifications and other permits regarding Project activities will need to be 
provided to the appropriate region based on the specific location of Project elements. Project 
elements that lie west of Interstate 5 and south of the I Street Bridge fall within the Bay Delta 
Region, whereas Project elements east of Interstate 5 and north of the I Street Bridge fall within 
the North Central Region. 

Questions regarding this letter or further coordination should be directed to Ms. Jeanette Griffin, 
Environmental Scientist, at (209) 234-3447 or Jeanette.Griffin@wildlife.ca.qov; Mr. Dylan Wood, 
Environmental Scientist, at (916) 358-2384 or Dylan.A.Wood@wildlife.ca.qov; or 
Ms. Melissa Farinha, Senior Environmental Scientist (Supervisory), at (707) 944-5579. 

Sincerely, 

Gregg Erickson 
Regional Manager 
Bay Delta Region · 

Attachment 

cc: Chris Mundhenk, Ascent Environmental, Inc. - Chris.Mundhenk@ascentenvironmental.com 



Attachment 1 

Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program for California Department of Fish and 
Wildlife's Recommended Mitigation Measures Under the California Environmental Quality 

Act: Draft Environmental Impact Report for the West Broadway Specific Plan/Project 

STATE CLEARINGHOUSE NO.: 2018072032 

PROJECT PROPONENT: City of Sacramento 

PROJECT: West Broadway Specific Plan 



Mitigation Measure Implementation Responsible Monitoring/Enforcement 
Schedule Party 

1 Special-Status Plant Assessment and Avoidance: A qualified botanist shall conduct surveys for Before commencing ground- Project City of Sacramento 
each special-status plant species with potential to occur within the Project site in accordance or vegetation-disturbing Proponent 
with the most current version of CDFW's Protocols for Surveying and Evaluating Impacts to activities/Entire Project 
Soecial-Status Native Plant Po_pulations and Natural Communities. 

2 Special-Status Plant Compensatory Mitigation and Take Authorization: If not fully avoidable by Before project activities/ Project City of Sacramento 
Project activities, impacts to special-status plant species shall be mitigated at a minimum of a Entire Project Proponent 
3:1 mitigation ratio (conserved habitat to impacted habitat) for permanent impacts. If take of 
Rare, Threatened, or Endangered plants is unavoidable, an Incidental Take Permit (ITP) shall 
be obtained. 

3 Barotrauma Avoidance: Underwater hydroacoustic monitoring shall be conducted during aquatic During aquatic project Project City of Sacramento 
Project activities and shall not exceed the accumulated sound exposure level (SEL} threshold of activities/Entire project Proponent 
183-decibles (dB) at 10 meters and sinqle-strike oeak SEL threshold of 206 dB at 10 meters. 

4 Barotrauma Exceedance Take Authorization: If the Hydroacoustic Effects Analysis determines Before project activities/ Project City of Sacramento 
Project activities will result in exceedance of the accumulated SEL threshold of 183 dB at 10 Entire Project Proponent 
meters and single-strike peak SEL threshold of 206 dB at 10 meters, an ITP authorizing take of 
CESA-listed fish shall be obtained. 

5 Work Occurring outside In-Water Construction Window Take Authorization: If Project activities Before project activities/ Project City of Sacramento 
occur outside of August 1 to November 30 or during non-daylight hours, an ITP authorizing take Entire Project Proponent 
of CESA-listed fish shall be obtained. 

6 Special-Status Fish Compensatory Mitigation: If not fully avoidable by project activities, impacts Before project activities/ 
to special-status fish shall be mitigated at a minimum of a 3:1 mitigation ratio (conserved habitat Entire Project 
to imoacted habitat) for permanent impacts. 

7 Western Pond Turtle Assessment and Avoidance: A qualified biologist shall conduct western Before commencing ground- Project City of Sacramento . 
pond turtle (WPT) surveys in accordance with the most current version of the U.S. Geological or vegetation-disturbing Proponent 
Survey (USGS) Draft Western Pond Turtle Visual Survey Protocol for the Southcoast activities/Entire Project 
Ecoregion. If WPT nesting habitat is identified, exclusion fencing shall be installed around each 
phase of the Project area and staging areas where Project activity will occur prior to the 
beginning of the western pond turtle nesting season and start of construction for each phase of 
the Project. Installation of exclusion fencing shall be directed by the qualified biologist. 
Exclusion fencing shall be partially buried by at least s ix inches below grade and must be 
maintained for the duration of the Project. If an active turtle nest containing either hatch lings or 
eggs is found, CDFW shall be consulted to determine and implement the appropriate avoidance 
measures. This may include a "no disturbance" buffer around the nest site until the hatchlings 
have moved to a nearby aquatic site. 

8 Western Pond Turtle Compensatory Mitigation: If WPT nesting habitat is identified and not fully Before project activities/ Project City of Sacramento 
avoidable by Project activities, impacts to WPT nesting habitat shall be mitigated at a minimum Entire Project Proponent 
of a 3:1 mitigation ratio (conserved habitat to impacted habitat) for permanent impacts and a 1 :1 
ratio for temoorarv impacts. 

9 Burrowing Owl Assessment and Avoidance: For Project elements that have ground disturbance, Before project activities/ Project City of Sacramento 
a qualified biologist shall conduct surveys for burrowing owls (BUOW) in accordance with the Entire Project Proponent 
most current version of CDFWs Staff Report on Burrowinq Owl Mitiqation. 

10 Burrowing Owl Compensatory Mitigation: If BUOW nesting and foraging habitat is identified and Before project activities/ Project City of Sacramento 
not fully avoidable by Project activities, impacts to BUOW habitat shall be mitigated at a Entire Project Proponent 
minimum of a 3:1 mitigation ratio (conserved habitat to impacted habitat) for permanent impacts 
and a 1 :1 ratio for temporary impacts. 



Mitigation Measure Implementation Responsible Monitoring/Enforcement 
Schedule Partv 

11 Nesting Bird Assessment and Avoidance: If equipment staging, site preparation, grading, Before project activities/ Project City of Sacramento 
excavation or other project-related activities are scheduled during the nesting season (February Entire Project Proponent 
15 through September 15) of protected raptors and other avian species, focused surveys for 
active nests of such birds shall be conducted by a qualified avian biologist within 5 days prior to 
the beginning of Project-related activities. Surveys shall be conducted throughout the Project 
site, in staging, storage and soil stockpile areas, and along transportation routes. The minimum· 
survey radii surrounding the work area shall be the following: i) 250 feet for passerines: ii) 500 
feet for small raptors such as accipiters: iii) 1,000 feet for larger raptors such as buteos. Surveys 
shall be conducted at the appropriate times of day, and during appropriate nesting times and 
shall concentrate on areas of suitable habitat. If a lapse in Project-related activities of 14 days or 
longer occurs, another focused survey, and if required, consultation with CDFW will be required 
before Project activities can be reinitiated. 

If nesting birds are found, then no work shall be initiated until nest-specific buffers have been 
established with written approval from CDFW. The buffer area(s) shall be fenced off from work 
activities and avoided until the young have fledged, as determined by the qualified avian 
biologist. Active nests within or adjacent to the Project site shall be monitored by the qualified 
avian biologist daily throughout the duration of Project activities for changes in bird behavior or 
signs of distress related to Project activities. If nesting birds are showing signs of distress or 
disruptions to nesting behaviors, then that nest shall have the buffer immediately increased by 
the oualified avian bioloaist until no further interruptions to breedina behavior are detectable. 

12 Special-Status Bat Compensatory Mitigation: If bat roosts are identified and not fully avoidable Before project activities/ Project City of Sacramento 
by Project activities, impacts to bat habitat shall be mitigated at a minimum of a 3:1 mitigation Entire Project Proponent 
ratio ( conserved habitat to impacted habitat) for permanent impacts and a 1: 1 ratio for 
temPorarv impacts. 


