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1.0 INTRODUCTION

This report addresses biological resources, project and California Environmental
Quality (CEQA) requirements for the proposed Melon Property Multiple-Family
Residential Project. The site will be located in the City of Holtville, County of
Imperial (currently being annexed from County of Imperial), at northeast corner of
Melon Ave. & 9" St and is +/- 8.19 Acres; APNs: 045-390-067, 045-390-065,
045-390-066, 045-390-044, 045-390-006.

Proposed Development consists of:
e Multi-Family Units: +/- 8.19 acres

e A 0.34 acre residential community designated area situated at a
centralized location of the project.

e The retention basin is large enough to accommodate open park space
should the City of Holtville require it and is approximately 0.60 AC.

« Retention: +/- 26,136 SF, retention basin is sized to hold storm water for
the site for a 100-year flood, please see engineer’s calculation on Site
Plan. If it is determined that the retention basin in times of rain does not
diminish/percolate within 72 hours a mosquito abatement plan will be put
into place.

2.0 PROJECT AND SITE DESCRIPTION

The project is located within the Holtville West Quadrangle. In the Imperial
County General Plan the habitat is listed as Disturbed (Agriculture/Urban); Not a
Sensitive Wildlife Area and Area with No Sensitive Plants.

Current land uses surrounding the project include vacant lots, agricultural yards,
residential areas, and SR 115.

Figure 1 identifies the regional location of Holtville and the proposed project
location.

The proposed Melon Multi-Family Residential Project will be situated on +/-
8.19 acres of undeveloped land currently located within the County of Imperial
and the City of Holtville jurisdiction. In order to bring the Project into fruition the
applicant must be required to annex all existing parcels located within the County
of Imperial into the City of Holtville. Co-currently through the Annexation process
the applicant will be submitting a lot merger through the County of Imperial for
APN'’s: 045-390-006 and 045-390-044. The City of Holtville has agreed to let the
County of Imperial act as the lead agency in this endeavor and will provide the
County of Imperial with proper documentation. Annexation, Lot Merger(s), Street



Abandonment, General Plan Amendment, Zone Change, Environmental Review
and Site Plan Review applications will be submitted to the applicable agencies.

The proposed project will be comprised of 11 Multi-Family Building Units that
will contain 152 total dwelling units. Within these 11 Multi-Family Building Units,
8 will be of Unit Type 1 and 3 will be of Unit Type 2. Located at the projects
center will be a location for a .34 acre Residential Community Designated Area.
Additionally, maintenance and laundry facility buildings will be located at the
eastern portion of the proposed project. There are a total of 13 proposed new
building structures for the project. The proposed project would add an additional
of 152 dwelling units to the City of Holtville's current housing stock, thus
improving the quality of life for those citizens of Holtville who choose to live in
the proposed development.

The main access to the proposed project will be located on Melon Road located
west of the project site. Secondary access will be located on Tenth Street,
located north of the project site. The proposed circulation of the project is linear
with a cul-du-sac located at the Far East portion of the project site. Parking
spaces line the path of interior traffic. The proposed project will contain a total of
266 parking spaces, 16 of which will be designated handicap to meet the ADA
requirement.

In order to control storm runoff, there will be a retention basin located at the
southwest portion of the proposed project. The retention basin is located at that
location due to the sites topographic nature. The retention basin is designed to
retain the onsite storm water. The retention basin drainage will be discharged to
an approved drain outlet or to drain-out by percolation. If the retention basin is to
drain-out by percolation and exceeds the 72- hour threshold a mosquito
abatement will be required.

The project area will require City services such as sewer and water; therefore the
property will require annexation into the City of Holtville.

3.0 PURPOSE OF THE STUDY

The purpose of the study was to determine the inventory of biological resources
at the time of the survey; the possibility of the existence of endangered,
threatened, sensitive or species of concern within project area; map habitats, and
ascertain the probability of the presence of sensitive species on site. This survey
was not intended to determine the presence/absence of threatened or
endangered species except for the burrowing owl (BUOW) Athene cunicularia,
but only assess the potential for them to occur based on habitat suitability. Other
focused surveys to determine presence/absence would be at the discretion of the
appropriate State or federal resource agencies.



4.0 BIOLOGICAL SURVEY METHODOLOGIES

The California Natural Diversity Database (CNCCB), California Native Plant
Society database (CNPS), United States Fish and Wildlife Service
(USFWS)/Carlsbad Sensitive Species list, field guides, personal contacts and
other methods to ascertain potential for sensitive species on the site (Appendix
A).

Status Assessment and Conservation Plan for the Western Burrowing Owl in the
United States, Biological Technical Publication (BTP-R6001-2003) state that 71%
of the California burrowing owl (Athene cunicularia hypugea) population is found
in the agricultural areas of Imperial County and is a California species of special
concern therefore a focused burrowing owl survey was performed

A biological survey of vegetation, animals and a focused western burrowing owl
survey was completed by Marie Barrett and Glenna Barrett, biologists, on June
27, 2017. Temperatures ranged between 82° and 87°F; clear and calm. One
pedestrian morning survey was done. A Garmin GPS, a Nikon spotting scope,
binoculars and Nikon digital camera were used.

5.0 BIOLOGICAL SURVEY RESULTS
51 PLANT COMMUNITIES

Vegetation has been divided into communities that are groups of plants that
usually coexist within the same area. Although this area is considered the
Colorado Desert area (A Manual of California Vegetation) Sawyer/Wolf,
approximately 500,000 acres of the Colorado Desert in Imperial County has been
converted to agricultural use and this area is within that conversion area. The
plant community would be considered ruderal (weedy) communities within the
vacant lot (Photographs).

5.1.1 Agriculture

The project will be located adjacent to a residential area. The only agricultural
area is located off site to the northwest and is not adjacent to the site. No
agricultural activities are being conducted on site.

5.1.2 Ruderal

Ruderal vegetation is found on the vacant lot. Weedy plants such as saltcedar,
Russian thistle and white horse nettle (listed with scientific names in Appendix C)
were found. The vegetative community would be considered ruderal; there is little
native vegetation.



5.1.3 SENSITIVE HABITATS

Sensitive habitats are those that are designated either rare within the region by
governmental agencies or known to support sensitive animal or plant species
and/or they serve as “corridors” for wildlife within the region. Although the
western burrowing owl (species of special concern) is abundant in the area, it is
due to manmade features such as the irrigation canals, ditches and drains and
the cultivation of agricultural crops within the region and not “native” factors. This
would also apply to the Mountain Plover and several species of raptors.

Several saltcedar are found along the perimeter of the site. No dense stands of
cattails were observed along the bank of the Imperial Irrigation District canal
located to the south of the site. No sensitive habitats were observed on site.

If the Pear Canal is undergrounded, a California Department of Fish and Wildlife
Streambed Alteration Permit could be required.

5.2 ZOOLOGICAL/VEGETATIVE SPECIES

Eighteen (18) species of zoological species were observed or heard using the
site or in the immediate vicinity. Twelve (12) species of vegetation were found.
These are listed in Appendix C.

5.3 WESTERN BURROWING OWL (BUOW)

The project site was searched for Burrowing Owls and their sign (burrows,
pellets, feathers, scat, litter, and animal dung) on June 27, 2017.

The Burrowing Owl (BUOW) is a small, pale, buffy-brown owl that nests in
borrowed burrows. The entrances to burrows often have bits of animal dung,
prey carcasses, feathers, and litter, among other objects. Up to 12 eggs are laid,
primarily from February to May.

The Imperial Valley has a majority of the BUOW in southern California. Irrigation
canals and drains are commonly used as nesting sites in this area. The
Burrowing Owl is a California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) Species of
Special Concern, and a Federal Species of Concern and listed on the Migratory
Bird Treaty Act. This survey was done using The CDFW Staff Report (CDFW
2012), which addresses survey and mitigation guidelines for the owl and
communications with CDFW, Bermuda Dunes, CA office.

No Burrowing owls, a CDFW species of concern, or burrows were observed on
site. Habitat is not favorable to burrowing and burrowing owl would not be
expected within the site.



Figure 2 is a map of biological resources found on site.

As no BUOW habitat was found on the vacant lot or within the buffer zone, no
further BUOW surveys are required.

6.0 EXPECTED IMPACTS TO BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES

Possible CEQA significant impacts that could include the following within the
parameters of this project:

Ruderal None No; No No No No
vacant lot none will

be

removed

*Habitat conservation plan

No species or habitat were observed that would be harmed by this poject.

7.0 MITIGATION MEASURES

No burrowing owl habitat was found on the site.

While no nesting birds were observed during this survey, a preconstruction
survey should be performed within 3 days prior to initiating ground disturbance to
survey for nesting birds if construction is started between January through the
end of August. Report should be submitted to the appropriate agency.

Since burrowing owls have been located within the vicinity and there is the
possibility of nesting birds, it is recommended that construction foremen and
workers and onsite employees be given worker training by a qualified biologist
regarding burrowing owl that would include the following:

Description of owl/nesting birds

Biology

Regulations (CDFW/USFWS)

Wallet card with owl picture/guidelines for protecting owl and
wildlife

e Notification procedures if avian species (dead, alive, injured) is
found on or near site
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APPENDIX B
PHOTOGRAPHS
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PHOTOGRAPHS

1. Southwest corner of property looking north; site with quail bush on right

2. Southwest corner of property looking east; Pear 3. Gecko found on site
Canal and residential area on right
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4. Vacant lot site with ruderal vegetation looking north

5. Palm tree and Paloverde trees found on site

6. Vacant lot site with ruderal vegetation
looking east
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7. Saltcedar found on eastern border of site

8. Ruderal lot site looing south from northern
border of site

9. North boundary along 10*" Street looking
east
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APPENDIX C
SPECIES OBSERVED ON
AND VICINITY OF SITE
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APPENDIX C

ZOOLOGICAL SPECIES OBSERVED ON AND VICINITY OF SITE

Common name

Scientific name

Doves

Zenaidap macroura/Columbia
passerine/Streptopelia decaocto

Crickets (heard)

Gryllodes sigulatus

Gopher mounds

Thomomys sp.

Pigeon Columba livia

Ants various

Bees Apis mellifera

Grackle Quiscalus mexiacanus

Dog, cat, human tracks

House sparrow Passer domesticus
Domestic chickens various

Banded Gecko Coleonyx

Desert termite Apocrita
Dragonfly/damselfly various

BOTANICAL SPECIES OBSERVED ON AND VICINITY OF SITE

Common name

Scientific name

Bermuda grass

Cynodon dactylon

Saltcedar Tamarix sp.

Quail bush Atriplex lentiformis
Saltbush Atriplex canescens
Mustards various

Saltgrass Distichlis spicata

Russian thistle

Salsola sp. (Invasive)

Prostrate pigweed

Amaranthus blitoides

Spiny aster Chloracantha spinosa
White horse nettle Solanum elaeagnifolium
Palo verde Cercidium floridum

Residential trees

various
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APPENDIX D
QUALIFICATIONS
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GLENNA MARIE BARRETT

PO Box 636 Imperial. California 92251 (760) 425-0688 glennabarrett@ovtiook.com

PROFILE

Organized and focused individual, adept at implementing multifaceted projects while working alone or as

an integral part of a team. Skilled in client/employee communications, report preparation, program
analyses and development. Cost conscious, safety oriented and empathetic. A strong communicator with
excellent interpersonal skills, which allows development of rapport with individuals on all levels. A
sound professional attitude, strong work ethic and pride in personal performance.

WORK EXPERIENCE

Principal Business Consultant, Barrett Enterprises.
Imperial, CA December 2001 - currently.

Compile information and complete local, state and federal
government forms; such as conditional use permits,
reclamation plan applications, Financial Assurance Cost
Estimates, zone changes, CEQA, Environmental Evaluation
committee responses, and 501 (c)(3) tax exemption
applications. Act as liaison between local businesses and
local, state, and federal government agencies. Certified to
survey for Flat-Tailed Horned Lizards(FTHL) in
California and Arizona. Certified to survey for
Burrowing Owls (BUOW) and the Desert Tortoise.

Extensive knowledge in southwestern United States, non-
migratory and migratory avian biology and ecology. Strong
knowledge of common Flora and Fauna communities
associated with Southern California and surrounding
environs. CEQA, NEPA, MBTA, 401/404, 1600/1601
permit compliance, California Endangered Species Act
(CESA) and Federal Endangered Species Act (ESA)
knowledge gained through work experience. 1 have
excellent analytical skills, multi-tasking and writing
abilities. My past work experience has provided me with
many years of hands on experience working with and
managing others to find practical solutions to solve problems
and achieve common goals.

FIELD EXPERIENCE
Ms. Barrett has done the field work and
contributed to the required reports for the
following projects:

* Sol Orchard - El Centro, CA: Successfully
completed BUOW relocation and artificial
burrow installation for six burrows.

* Burrtec - Salton City, CA: Team leader for
eight people to complete a FTHL pre-
construction site sweep for 320 acres in
Imperial County.

* Applied Biological Consulting: Monitored for
Desert Tortoise and nesting birds for the 500kV
transmission line traverses approximately
153 mifrom Blythe, CA to Menifee in
Riverside County, CA. Crossing private, state
and Federal lands, such as the Bureau of Land
Management [BLM], U.S. Forest Service
[USFS]. (November 2011 to May 31, 2013)

EDUCATION AND TRAINING

Received Bachelor of Science in Business with
a focus on Management, along with Economics
and Leadership minors, December 2000.
Humboldt State University, Arcata, CA.

Special Status/listed species observed/
identified, surveyed, monitored, trapped
and/or relocated:

Mohave desert tortoise, Coachella valley milk-
vetch, American Badger, Desert kit fox,
Mountain lion, Coachella valley fringe toed
lizard, Mohave fringe toed lizard, Stephen's
kangaroo rat, Mohave ground squirrel, Coast
horned lizard, Flat-tailed horned lizard, Orange-

throated whiptail, Burrowing Owl.

CERTIFICATIONS/ WORKSHOPS

FTHL Workshop, 2008 El Centro BLM office. CDFG
Certificate;

USFW Desert Tortoise Egg Handling Desert Tortoise
Council Survey Techniques Workshop Certificate, 2008
and 2010.

Anza Borrego State Park Wildflower Identification
Workshop, 2010.

Southwest Willow Flycatcher Workshop Kernville, CA
2010.

SCE TRTP Construction Monitoring Training Class and
WEAP Redlands, CA 2011.

DPV2 Construction Monitoring Training Class and
WEAP Santa Ana, CA 2011.

Helicopter/ flight trained on DPV2.

Certified to handle/ move venomous snakes on DPV2,
Bat monitoring with Ms. Pat Brown BLM El Centro, CA
Office.

Salton Sea International Bird Festival 2007 Coordinator
Mountain Plover/ Long-billed Curlew surveys, L.A.
Museum of Natural History.
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LICENSES/CERTIFICATES

MARIE S. BARRETT 2035 Forrester Road, El Centro, CA 92243 (760) 352 4159 maricbarrett@roadrunner.com

Flat Tailed Horn Lizard Surveyor CDFG/BLM
Burrowing Owl Surveyor ( CDFG/USFWS) .
USFW Desert Tortoise Egg Handling Desert Tortoise Council Survey Techniques Workshop Certificate
BCI Bat Conservation and Management Workshop (Acoustic) Certificate
Southwestern Willow Flycatcher Workshop Kemville, CA 2010
California Pest Control Advisor #70373 California Pest Control Operator #103123
CA Scientific Collection Permit 126/USFWS Salvage Permit MB52633B-1
CAREER HISTORY

Barrett's Biological Surveys, El Centro, California BIOLOGIST 3/95 -present

Helped established protocol and perform Vegetative Baseline Studies and Biological Surveys for
Mining Reclamation Plans in Imperial County. Have performed numerous (over 20,000 acres) surveys involving

varied wildlife including burrowing owl, nesting birds and plant species and writing reports and biological
assessments. Certified to perform Flat Tailed Horned Lizard Surveys; completed Desert Tortoise workshops;
approved to handle desert tortoise (American Girl Mine/BLM project, 1/2013). Work closely with governmental
agencies such as such as Bureau of Land Management, State Office of Mining Reclamation, California Department
of Fish and Game. Written over ten Environmental Assessments for BLM, El Centro office. Over 150 days spent in
field monitoring/surveying for FTHL; 98 days in field monitoring/surveying for desert tortoise and 32,000 acres
surveyed for burrowing owl and nesting birds; 2 IID Burrowing owl surveys with AECOM (2011/12- 226 hrs). Wrote
Imperial Irrigation District Artificial Burrow Installation Manual (2009). Over 25 active burrowing owl burrows
passively relocated and 50 artificial burrows installed. Volunteered for desert tortoise work (20 hrs) with Dr. Jeff
Lovich, Coachella Valley Projects: Torres-Martinez (Desert Cahuilla Composting Facility Biological Resource
Technical Report/Surveys 60 acres, SR 86/Ave 84, 2013; Augustine Tribe (Solar Farm Biological Resource
Technical Report/Surveys 10 acres, La Quinta,CA, 2010); Benitez Family Trust Therapeutic Community, Dillon and
Cabazon Roads, 10 acres,2008); Chandri Group (Dairy Queen Chill/Grill Project, 1.5 acres, Date Palm Drive/I-10, La
Quinta, CA, 2014). Blythe 8Minutenergy Mt. Signal Solar 5000 acres Preconstruction surveys/construction
monitoring and BUOW Post construction monitoring; Biological report. 2010-2017

Black Mt. MetTower Installation: desert tortoise survey and monitoring approved by BLM, El Centro office

Salton City Burrtec Landfill FTHL monitoring/clearance 2010-2014 (42.5 hrs); Superior Redi Mix: FTHL surveys,
Oat Pit Environmental Assessment for BLM, El Centro, 2009-14. (20 hours) SDG&E La Rosite Pole Replacement
FTHL Monitoring 2012-2013(410 hrs); Imperial County Department of Public Works, FTHL surveys for Coyote
Mine Environmental Assessment, BLM, El Centro, 2008. (10 hours) All American Aggregates, FTHL surveys, Boyd
Road Mine Environmental Assessment, BLM El Centro, 2007. (9.5 hours) All American Aggregates, FTHL surveys,
Wheeler Road Mine Environmental Assessment, BLM, El Centro, 2006. (8.5 hours); ValRock, FTHL surveys,
Ocotillo ByPass Road Environmental Assessment, County of Imperial/BLM, El Centro, 2004. (7 hours). USFWS
Authorized desert tortoise biologist: American Girl Mine and Mesquite Mine.

Citizens' Congressional Task Force on the New River, Brawley, Ca PROGRAM COORDINATOR 1/98 - present

Assisted with design, construction, planting and monitoring of four constructed wetlands in Imperial County.
Responsible for coordinating activities relating to student and public outreach education to promote the water
quality opportunities of wetlands ponding systems on the New River.

Imperial Valley College, Imperial, California ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT PROJECT COORDINATOR 9/95-

12/99

Responsible for establishing an Environmental Technology curriculum, presenting public forums, short courses and
certificate courses in hazardous materials and safety areas. In conjunction with Division Chairman, established a
budget for 96-98 program and obtained funding of $131,000 based on 95-96 program performance. Established short
courses that trained over 700 people in hazardous materials safety programs. Compiled a survey of employers, which
provided direction for the program.

VOLUNTEER ORGANIZATIONS

CALIFORNIA NATIVE PLANT SOCIETY: Imperial Valley Coordinator, 2006-2016.

SALTON SEA INTERNATIONAL BIRD FESTIVAL: Cootdinator: 2001-2010. Organize bird festival in the Imperial Valley that
attracts over 300 birders.

COLORDO RIVER WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD: Board member Dec 05-Sept 06.

FRIENDS OF SONNY BONO NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE: Board Chairman, May 2015- 16

EDUCATION
University of Arizona, Tucson, Arizona
Masters of Science Degree — AGRICULTURAL EDUCATION

Thesis: Survey and training protocol for documenting burrowing owls and habitat in Imperial County, California

California State Polytechnic College, Kellogg-Voorhis Campus, Pomona, California
Bachelor of Science Degree.- AGRICULTURAL BIOLOGY
Imperial Valley College, Imperial, California Associate of Science Degree. AGRICULTURE
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FIGURE 1
REGIONAL LOCATION
PROJECT VICINITY MAP
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FIGURE 2
BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES MAP
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FIGURE 3
DESIGN MAP
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VICINITY MAP
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CALIFORNIA,
OWNER/DEVELOPER
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(760) 960-1473

ENGINEER

DEVELOPMENT DESIGN & ENGINEERING
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