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Chapter 4 Comments and Coordination 

Early and continuing coordination with the general public and public agencies is an 

essential part of the environmental process. It helps planners determine the necessary 

scope of environmental documentation and the level of analysis required, and to 

identify potential impacts and avoidance, minimization, and/or mitigation measures 

and related environmental requirements. Agency consultation and public participation 

for this project have been accomplished through a variety of formal and informal 

methods, including Project Development Team (PDT) meetings, interagency 

coordination meetings, and consultation with interested parties. This chapter 

summarizes the results of the California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) 

efforts to fully identify, address, and resolve project-related issues through early and 

continuing coordination. 

4.1 Notice of Initiation of Studies 

The environmental scoping process to involve the public on the Interstate 5 (I-5) 

Improvement Project Draft Initial Study/Environmental Assessment (IS/EA) was 

initiated with two public information meetings held by Orange County Transportation 

Authority (OCTA) in January 2015. These public information meetings were held at 

two different locations: Cypress Park Community Center in the City of Irvine on 

January 26, 2015, at 5:00 p.m., and Tustin High School in the City of Tustin on 

January 28, 2015, at 5:00 p.m.  

A notice of public information meetings was prepared and distributed to inform 

businesses and property owners within 1,000 feet of the project footprint that two 

open house- format public information meetings would be held. The meetings 

included exhibits and informational handouts about the project to help participants 

understand the scope and schedule of the project; and learn about the planning and 

environmental review process, as well as the proposed alternative concepts. The 

meetings were structured to encourage open discussion of issues and concerns. Four 

comment cards were received at the meeting in Irvine and 12 were received at the 

meeting in Tustin. Areas of concern included the proposed design, bicycle and 

pedestrian safety, property impacts, and noise barriers.  

Attendance at the January 26, 2017, meeting included 17 persons; and attendance at 

the January 28, 2017, meeting included 43 persons.  
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Copies of the Public Notice are provided following page 4-8, and copies of the 

attendance sign-in sheets are provided following page 4-8, at the end of this chapter. 

4.2 Interagency Coordination and Consultation 

The formulation of project alternatives and mitigation has been carried out through a 

cooperative dialogue among representatives of the following agencies or 

organizations: 

 Orange County Transportation Authority (OCTA) 

 California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) 

 City of Irvine 

 City of Tustin 

 Native American representatives  

 Historical groups  

 State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) 

 Southern California Association of Governments (SCAG) Transportation 

Conformity Working Group (TCWG) 

 California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) 

 United States Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) 

 United States Army Corps of Engineers (USACE)  

The following sections summarize the results of the efforts of both Caltrans and 

OCTA to fully identify, address, and resolve project-related issues through early and 

continuing coordination. 

4.2.1 Native American Consultation 

Consultation with a number of Native American Tribes (groups and individuals) was 

conducted in November 2016 in compliance with Section 106 of the National Historic 

Preservation Act. Assembly Bill 52 (AB 52), which amended the California 

Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) to require consultation with Native American 

Tribes, became effective July 1, 2015. As a result, additional Native American 

coordination under AB 52 was initiated in February 2017. The consultation with the 

Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) and Native American 

representatives is summarized in Table 4.1. A copy of the NAHC correspondence is 

included at the end of this chapter. 
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Table 4.1:  Summary of Native American Consultation 

Agency and Agency 
Representative 

Date of First Contact  
(Formal Letter) 

Date of Reply  
Dates of Follow-up 

Contact  
Consultation Topic 

Native American Heritage 
Commission (NAHC)  
Gayle Totton, Program Analyst 

November 1, 2016 
February 1, 2017 (AB 52) 

November 9, 2016 N/A November 1, 2016: A letter was sent to the NAHC requesting a 
search of the Sacred Lands File (SLF) in order to identify areas 
of religious or cultural significance to Native Americans. The 
NAHC request letter is included at the end of this chapter. 

November 9, 2016: The NAHC responded on November 9, 
2016, to say that the SLF search was negative for the 
immediate Area of Potential Effects (APE), but recommended 
that nine Native American individuals representing the 
Gabrielino, Gabrielino Tongva, and Juaneño groups be 
contacted for possible additional information. 

November 22, 2016: Letters discussing the project and 
requesting information on Native American heritage resources 
were sent via certified letter and email to NAHC listed contacts 
on November 22, 2016. 

February 1, 2017: In compliance with Assembly Bill (AB) 52, a 
letter was sent to the NAHC requesting a search of the SLF in 
order to identify areas of religious or cultural significance to 
Native Americans. The NAHC request letter is included at the 
end of this chapter. 

Gabrieleño Band of Mission 
Indians – Kizh Nation 
Andrew Salas, Chairperson 

November 22, 2016 
February 23, 2017 
(AB 52) 

December 13, 2016 December 7, 2016, and 
December 13, 2016 

November 22, 2016: Per NAHC recommendation, the 
Gabrieleno group was contacted for information regarding 
cultural resources that could be affected by the project.  

December 7, 2016: No initial response was received as a result 
of the project notification letter. A follow-up email was sent to 
the group. 

December 13, 2016: A response email was received, which 
stated that the project lies in the group’s traditional ancestral 
territory and the location is considered sensitive for cultural 
resources. Because of this, Mr. Salas requested that one of 
their qualified tribal monitors, as well as an archaeologist, be 
present on site during all ground-disturbing activities in order to 
identify and protect cultural resources.  

March 14, 2017: The group was again contacted by email and 
asked to identify specific areas of concern where cultural 
resources could be affected. No additional response was 
received.  
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Table 4.1:  Summary of Native American Consultation 

Agency and Agency 
Representative 

Date of First Contact  
(Formal Letter) 

Date of Reply  
Dates of Follow-up 

Contact  
Consultation Topic 

Gabrieleno/Tongva San Gabriel 
Band of Mission Indians 
Anthony Morales 
Chairperson 

November 22, 2016, and 
February 23, 2017 
(AB 52) 

None December 7, 2016, and 
December 13, 2016 

November 22, 2016: Per NAHC recommendation, the 
Gabrieleno group was contacted for information regarding 
cultural resources that could be affected by the project.  

December 7, 2016: No initial response was received as a result 
of the project notification letter. A follow-up email was sent to 
the group. 

No responses were received from this group. 

Gabrielino/Tongva Nation 
Sandonne Goad 
Chairperson 

November 22, 2016, and 
February 23, 2017 
(AB 52) 

None December 7, 2016, and 
December 13, 2016 

November 22, 2016: Per NAHC recommendation, the 
Gabrielino group was contacted for information regarding 
cultural resources that could be affected by the project.  

December 7, 2016: No initial response was received as a result 
of the project notification letter. A follow-up email was sent to 
the group. 

No responses were received from this group. 

Gabrielino Tongva Indians of 
California Tribal Council 
Robert Dorame 
Chairperson 

November 22, 2016, and 
February 23, 2017 
(AB 52) 

None December 7, 2016, and 
December 13, 2016 

November 22, 2016: Per NAHC recommendation, the 
Gabrielino group was contacted for information regarding 
cultural resources that could be affected by the project.  

December 7, 2016: No initial response was received as a result 
of the project notification letter. A follow-up email was sent to 
the group. 
No responses were received from this group. 

Gabrielino-Tongva Tribe 
Linda Candelaria 
Co-Chairperson 

November 22, 2016, and  
February 23, 2017 
(AB 52) 

None December 7, 2016, and 
December 13, 2016 

November 22, 2016: Per NAHC recommendation, the 
Gabrielino group was contacted for information regarding 
cultural resources that could be affected by the project.  

December 7, 2016: No initial response was received as a result 
of the project notification letter. A follow-up email was sent to 
the group. 

No responses were received from this group. 



Chapter 4  Comments and Coordination 

I-5 Improvement Project (I-405 to SR-55) 
Mitigated Negative Declaration / Finding of No Significant Impact 

4-5 

Table 4.1:  Summary of Native American Consultation 

Agency and Agency 
Representative 

Date of First Contact  
(Formal Letter) 

Date of Reply  
Dates of Follow-up 

Contact  
Consultation Topic 

Juaneno Band of Mission 
Indians 
Sonia Johnston 
Chairperson 

November 22, 2016, and 
February 23, 2017 
(AB 52) 

None December 7, 2016, and 
December 13, 2016 

November 22, 2016: Per NAHC recommendation, the Juaneno 
group was contacted for information regarding cultural 
resources that could be affected by the project.  

December 7, 2016: No initial response was received as a result 
of the project notification letter. A follow-up email was sent to 
the group. No responses were received from this group. 

Juaneno Band of Mission 
Indians 
Acjachemen Nation – Belardes 
Matias Belardes 
Chairperson 

November 22, 2016, and 
February 23, 2017 
(AB 52) 

None December 7, 2016, and 
December 13, 2016 

November 22, 2016: Per NAHC recommendation, the Juaneno 
group was contacted for information regarding cultural 
resources that could be affected by the project.  

December 7, 2016: No initial response was received as a result 
of the project notification letter. A follow-up email was sent to 

the group. 

No responses were received from this group. 

Juaneno Band of Mission 
Indians 
Acjachemen Nation – Belardes 
Joyce Perry, Tribal Manager 

November 22, 2016, and 
February 23, 2017 
(AB 52) 

December 12, 2016 
(Email) 
December 29, 2016 
(Email) 

December 7, 2016, and  
December 27, 2016 

November 22, 2016: Per NAHC recommendation, the Juaneno 
group was contacted for information regarding cultural 
resources that could be affected by the project.  

December 7, 2016: No initial response was received as a result 
of the project notification letter. A follow-up email was sent to 
the group. 

December 12, 2016: A response email was received, which 
requested the result of the record search before commenting.  

December 27, 2016: Per request, the record search results 
were sent to the group on December 27, 2016. 

December 29, 2016: They have no concerns at this time, but 
they would like to be notified of any inadvertent discoveries.  
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Table 4.1:  Summary of Native American Consultation 

Agency and Agency 
Representative 

Date of First Contact  
(Formal Letter) 

Date of Reply  
Dates of Follow-up 

Contact  
Consultation Topic 

Juaneno Band of Mission 
Indians 
Acjachemen Nation – Romero 
Teresa Romero 
Chairperson 

November 22, 2016, and 
February 23, 2017 
(AB 52) 

None December 7, 2016, and 
December 13, 2016 

November 22, 2016: Per NAHC recommendation, the Juaneno 
group was contacted for information regarding cultural 
resources that could be affected by the project.  

December 7, 2016: No initial response was received as a result 
of the project notification letter. A follow-up email was sent to 
the group. 

No responses were received from this group. 

Source: Historic Property Survey Report (2017). 
AB = Assembly Bill  
N/A = Not Applicable 
NAHC = Native American Heritage Commission 
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4.2.1.1 State Historic Preservation Officer 

As assigned by the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), Caltrans has 

determined the historic properties evaluated as a result of the project that are not 

eligible for inclusion in the National Register of Historic Places within the project 

Area of Potential Effects (APE). Under the Section 106 Programmatic Agreement 

(PA) Stipulation VIII.C, Caltrans requested SHPO’s concurrence on this eligibility 

determination on January 30, 2018. SHPO concurrence was received on March 15, 

2018. 

4.2.2 Transportation Conformity Working Group 

The Build Alternative was submitted to stakeholders at a TCWG meeting on June 28, 

2016, pursuant to the interagency consultation requirement of 40 Code of Federal 

Regulations (CFR) 93.105 (c)(1)(i). Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), 

California Air Resources Board (ARB), Southern California Air Quality Management 

District (SCAQMD), and other interagency consultation participants concurred that 

the Build Alternative is not a project of air quality concern (POAQC) under 40 CFR 

93.123(b)(1). The Build Alternative would not add diesel-truck capacity or be a major 

truck traffic generator as diesel heavy-truck traffic makes up approximately 5.5 

percent of the total traffic volumes within the project limits. Therefore, the Build 

Alternative would not be considered a POAQC under 40 CFR 93.126 as it would not 

create new or worsen existing particulate matter less than 2.5 microns in size (PM2.5) 

violation. 

Copies of the TCWG determinations are included at the end of this chapter. 

4.2.3 Federal Highway Administration Project Level Conformity 

Determination 

As described in Section 2.13.3.2, the Air Quality Conformity Analysis for the project 

was sent to the FHWA on April 25, 2019, for conformity determination. Approval 

was received on June 3, 2019. A copy of FHWA’s determination is included at the 

end of this chapter. 

4.2.4 United States Fish and Wildlife Service 

Official species lists were obtained from the United States Fish and Wildlife Service 

(USFWS) on October 16, 2019. The species lists provide information about the 

threatened, endangered, and proposed species, designated critical habitat, and 

candidate species that may occur in the vicinity of a proposed project. The species 

lists provided by the USFWS are included at the end of this chapter. 
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4.2.5 United States Army Corps of Engineers 

A Preliminary Jurisdictional Delineation (JD) (February 2017) report was prepared 

as an appendix to the Natural Environment Study (NES) (May 2017) supporting this 

IS/EA. Areas within the Study Area have been identified as potentially subject to 

USACE jurisdiction pursuant to Section 404 of the Clean Water Act. The JD will be 

submitted to the USACE for their review and concurrence. 

4.2.6 Section 4(f) Consultation 

As described in more detail in Appendix A, the Build Alternative will have temporary 

and permanent impacts to Section 4(f) resources. A consultation letter from Caltrans 

and OCTA (project proponents) to the City of Irvine (the official with jurisdiction 

over four Section 4(f) properties) and County of Orange (the official with jurisdiction 

over one Section 4(f) properties) is included in Appendix A. The letter includes a 

description of the project and the potential project effect on the two parks and three 

off-street trails (City of Irvine), the one off-street trail (County of Orange) in the 

Study Area, the preliminary Section 4(f) determinations, and a request for the City of 

Irvine and County of Orange to conclude if the agency is in agreement with the 

findings. Upon selection of the Preferred Alternative, a follow-up letter was sent to 

the City of Irvine and the County of Orange requesting concurrence on the de minimis 

findings for the Section 4(f) resources affected by Alternative 2B (Preferred 

Alternative). These resources include the Sand Canyon Trail (City of Irvine), Peters 

Canyon Off-Street Bikeway (City of Irvine), and the Peters Canyon Regional Trail 

(County of Orange). On June 3, 2019, the City of Irvine provided written concurrence 

on the de minimis finding for the Sand Canyon Trail and Peters Canyon Off-Street 

Bikeway and on June 5, 2019, the County of Orange provided written concurrence on 

the de minimis finding for the Peters Canyon Regional Trail. These concurrence 

letters are included in Appendix A.  

4.3 Community Outreach and Public Involvement 

4.3.1 Project Development Team 

The Cities of Tustin and Irvine participate in the regular PDT meetings conducted by 

OCTA and Caltrans for the I-5 Improvement project. The PDT meetings cover a wide 

range of topics related to the proposed project, including development and evaluation 

of alternatives, engineering considerations, environmental issues, and the 

environmental document and documentation process. On March 14, 2019, after 

considering the evaluation conducted as part of this document and public comments 
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received during the public review period, the PDT selected the Build Alternative with 

Alternative 2B as the Preferred Alternative. 

4.3.2 Orange County Transportation Authority Project Website 

The OCTA maintains a webpage (available at http://www.octa.net/Projects-and-

Programs/All-Projects/Freeway-Projects/Santa-Ana-Freeway-(I-5)/I-5-(I-405-to-

SR-55)/?frm=7128) that provides information to the public regarding the proposed 

I-5 project and the status of the environmental document and the environmental 

documentation process for the project. Caltrans also maintains a website that provides 

similar information (available at http://www.dot.ca.gov/d12/DEA/5/0K670). 

4.3.3 Noise Barrier Surveys 

Noise barrier surveys were sent to the benefited receptors for the feasible and 

reasonable noise barriers identified in the Noise Abatement Decision Report 

(NADR). Based on the Traffic Noise Analysis Protocol for New Highway 

Construction, Reconstruction, and Retrofit Barrier Projects (May 2011) for 

abatement located within State right-of-way, if more than 50 percent of the votes 

from responding benefited receptors oppose the abatement, the abatement will not be 

considered reasonable. Votes from property owners and non-owner occupants of 

benefited receptors were surveyed. For owner-occupied dwelling units, the property 

owner gets one vote. For non-owner-occupied dwelling units, the renter gets 10 

percent of one vote and the owner get 90 percent of one vote. For noise abatement to 

occur on private property, 100 percent of the owners of the property upon which the 

abatement is to be placed must support the proposed abatement. In the case of 

proposed noise abatement on private property, no response from a property owner, 

after a reasonable number of attempts, is considered a “no” vote. 

On May 14, 2018, noise barrier survey letters were delivered via United States Postal 

Service (USPS) Certified Mail to a total of 1,308 property owners and non-owner 

occupants of the benefited receptors to obtain their viewpoints on the feasible and 

reasonable noise barriers. Specifically, for noise barriers located within the State 

right-of-way, survey letters were delivered to both property owners and non-owner 

occupants. For noise barriers located on private property, survey letters were 

delivered to property owners only. Residents were asked to respond by June 15, 2018, 

and informed that surveys not received by the due date would be counted as a “no” 

vote. A follow-up letter, dated July 11, 2018, and the original survey letter package 

were delivered to property owners who had not responded to the initial survey letter 

via USPS Priority Mail. The follow-up survey responses were due August 1, 2018. 
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After August 1, 2018, an assessment was conducted specifically for property owners 

located behind private property noise barriers. Site visits were used to contact the 

property owners to obtain their viewpoint on the proposed noise barrier. 

Following the due dates from the surveys, the responses were tallied for each of the 

noise barriers. Based on the responses received, the 16 ft high barrier received the 

highest vote for Noise Barrier Nos. 1.1, 3.3, 4.1, 6.1, 6.2, 7.2, 10.1, 11.2/11.4, 13.1, 

and 14.1. Also, Noise Barrier Nos. 3.2, 4.3, and 14.3 would no longer be considered 

for construction because the property owner(s) of the properties on which the noise 

barrier would be constructed did not achieve 100 percent support. Based on these 

responses and the selection of the Build Alternative with Alternative 2B as the 

Preferred Alternative, Noise Barriers Nos. 1.1, 3.3, 4.1, 6.1, 6.2, and 11.2/11.4 will be 

carried forward into final design. 

The preliminary noise abatement decision presented here is based on preliminary 

project alignments and profiles, which may be subject to change during the design 

phase. As such, the physical characteristics of noise abatement measures described 

herein may also be subject to change. The final decision regarding noise abatement 

measures is made during final design. The public will be notified of the final location 

and height of noise abatement measures during final design. 

4.3.4 Public Circulation of the Draft Initial Study/Environmental 

Assessment 

Public circulation of the Draft Initial Study (IS)/Environmental Assessment (EA) 

began on May 8, 2018, and ended on June 8, 2018, for a 32-day review period. 

As outlined in the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) Guidance for Preparing 

and Processing Environmental and Section 4(f) Documents, Technical Advisory 

T 6640.8A, Section H, following the public availability period, the EA should be 

revised or an attachment provided, as appropriate, to (1) reflect changes in the 

proposed action or mitigation measures resulting from comments received on the EA 

or at the public hearing (if one is held) and any impacts of the changes, (2) include 

any necessary findings, agreements, or determination (e.g., wetlands, Section 106, 

Section 4(f)) required for the proposal, and (3) include a copy of pertinent comments 

received on the EA and appropriate responses to the comments. 

As required by California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines Section 

15072, a Notice of Intent (NOI) to adopt an MND and availability of the IS (and 

Notice of Public Hearing) was filed with the Orange County Clerk and the State 
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Clearinghouse on May 8, 2018 (please see public notice on the following page). 

Additionally, as required by the CEQA Guidelines Section 15087, a public notice of 

availability of the Draft IS/EA for the Interstate 5 (I-5) Widening Project was 

published as a display ad in the Orange County Register (May 8, 20, and 27, 2018), 

the Orange County Register (online) (May 17 through May 31, 2018), the Excélsior/ 

Unidos (May 11, 2018), the Excélsior/Unidos (online) (May 17 through May 31, 

2018), The Korea Daily (May 14, 2018), the Irvine World News (May 17, 2018), the 

World Journal (May 19, 2018), World Journal (online) (May 17 through May 27, 

2018), and Facebook Advertised Posts (May 17 through May 30, 2018). Printed 

copies and compact discs of the Draft IS/EA were mailed to the Responsible 

Agencies and other agencies and were made available for public review at the 

following locations:  

 Caltrans District 12 Office, 1750 E 4th Street, Suite 100, Santa Ana, CA 

 Irvine/Heritage Park Library, 14362 Yale Avenue, Irvine, CA 

 Irvine/Katie Wheeler Library, 18109 Old Myford Road, Irvine, CA 

 Tustin City Hall, Public Works Department, 300 Centennial Way, Tustin, CA 

The document was also available online at: http://www.dot.ca.gov/d12/DEA/5/

0K670. 

A Notice of Public Hearing was distributed on May 8, 2018, to notify the public 

about the May 24, 2018, and May 30, 2018, public hearings and the availability of the 

Draft IS/EA for the 30-day public comment period (please see Public Notice). The 

public hearings were held from 5:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. at Tustin High School, 1171 El 

Camino Real, Tustin, CA, and Lakeview Senior Center, 20 Lake Road, Irvine, CA. 

These were attended by 118 members of the public. A total of 12 comments were 

recorded by the court reporter; all other comments were submitted via comment 

cards. Issues raised by the public included increases in noise level/sound barriers, 

need for the Build Alternative, continued traffic congestion, and property values. 

Representatives from Caltrans, OCTA, and the consultant team also attended the 

hearings. 

4.3.5 Format of Responses to Comments 

See Appendix K for the responses to public comments. Individual issues within each 

comment letter are numbered along the margin of each letter. The responses to each 

comment letter immediately follow each letter and are referenced by the index 

numbers in the margin. 
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The format of the responses below is based on a unique letter and number code for 

each comment. The number at the end of each code refers to specific comments 

within the individual letter. Therefore, each comment has a unique code assignment. 

For example, L-1-1 is the first comment in the letter L-1. “F” represents Federal 

Agencies, “S” represents State Agencies, “R” represents regional agencies, “L” 

represents local agencies, “D” represents districts, “P” represents public comments, 

“CC” represents comment cards received at the public hearing, and “T” represents 

comments transcribed at the public hearing by the court reporter. 

Table 4.2 provides an index list of the agencies and persons that commented on the 

Draft IS/EA prior to the close of the public comment period or immediately 

thereafter. Each comment letter received is indexed with the number below. 

Table 4.2 Comment Letters Received During Public Comment Period 

Letter Name Date 
F-1 United States Environmental Protection Agency June 8, 2018 
F-2 Federal Emergency Management Agency June 1, 2018 
S-1 California Department of Fish and Wildlife June 5, 2018 
S-2 Governor’s Office of Planning and Research June 7, 2018 
R-1 South Coast Air Quality Management District May 29, 2018 
L-1 City of Tustin June 8, 2018 
L-2 City of Irvine June 8, 2018 
L-3 Transportation Corridor Agencies June 8, 2018 
D-1 Irvine Unified School District June 5, 2018 
P-1 Edgar Vargas May 25, 2018 
P-2 Joey Madlangbayan May 10, 2018 
P-3 Kris Etemadi May 16, 2018 
P-4 Lisa Ganz May 24, 2018 
P-5 Marie-Helene Luebbers May 9, 2018 
P-6 Mary Kay Bollenbacher May 20, 2018 
P-7 Mitch Moss May 11, 2018 
P-8 Susan Eilenberg May 21, 2018 
P-9 Won Hee Kim May 25, 2018 
P-10 Yvette Ximenez May 8, 2018 
P-11 The Irvine Company June 7, 2018 
P-12 Bernice Kirzner May 30, 2018 
P-13 Brandon Dillon May 29, 2018 
P-14 Felix Chen June 7, 2018 
P-15 James and Terry Johnson June 8, 2018 
P-16 Transit Advocates of Orange County June 8, 2018 
P-17 Jawed Hameed June 8, 2018 
P-18 Lan Huong Thi Pham May 29, 2018 
P-19 Michael LaRocco June 1, 2018 
P-20 Stephanie Vaughn June 8, 2018 
P-21 Suresh Lohiya June 6, 2018 
P-22 Toby Moore June 8, 2018 
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Table 4.2 Comment Letters Received During Public Comment Period 

Letter Name Date 
P-23 Matthew Jones June 8, 2018 
P-24 Peter J West May 22, 2018 
P-25 Nancy O'Donnell May 28, 2018 
P-26 Bernice Kirzner May 25, 2018 
P-27 Kavin Parikh May 23, 2018 
P-28 Linda Behrens May 20, 2018 
CC-1 Scott Couchman May 24, 2018 
CC-2 Jeff R. Thompson May 24, 2018 
CC-3 James and Anna Jin May 24, 2018 
CC-4 Won Hee Kim May 24, 2018 
CC-5 Melissa Guzzetta May 24, 2018 
CC-6 Pamela Williams May 24, 2018 
CC-7 Jorge Rodriguez May 24, 2018 
CC-8 Khang Luc May 24, 2018 
CC-9 Mary Kay Bollenbacher May 24, 2018 
CC-10 T.C. Sherry May 24, 2018 
CC-11 Judith Jones May 24, 2018 
CC-12 Dr. Bernard Miller May 24, 2018 
CC-13 Jeff R. Thompson May 24, 2018 
CC-14 Jami Brackin May 24, 2018 
CC-15 N/A May 24, 2018 
CC-16 Michael Evans May 24, 2018 
CC-17 Kathleen Arnold May 24, 2018 
CC-18 Khang Luc May 24, 2018 
CC-19 Dolores M. Gonzalez May 24, 2018 
CC-20 Felix Chen May 30, 2018 
CC-21 Teresa Siaca May 30, 2018 
CC-22 Ryan Thoth May 30, 2018 
CC-23 Dennis and Kim Hampton May 30, 2018 
CC-24 Suresh May 30, 2018 
CC-25 Angela Barker May 30, 2018 
CC-26 Barbara and Linda Olsen May 30, 2018 
CC-27 Jacqueline Connolly May 30, 2018 
CC-28 Jennifer Lambeth May 30, 2018 
T-1-1 Jami Brackin May 24, 2018 
T-1-2 Martin Fier May 24, 2018 
T-1-3 Anonymous Speaker May 24, 2018 
T-1-4 Anonymous Speaker May 24, 2018 
T-1-5 Jon Tuin May 24, 2018 
T-2-1 Eugene Ordonez May 30, 2018 
T-2-2 Anonymous Speaker May 30, 2018 
T-2-3 Bob McBride May 30, 2018 
T-2-4 Gina Roell May 30, 2018 
T-2-5 Nancy Maguire May 30, 2018 
T-2-6 Linda and Barbara Olsen May 30, 2018 
T-2-7 Charles Salasovic May 30, 2018 
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Table 4.3 provides an index list of the agencies and persons that commented on the 

Draft IS/EA following the close of the public comment period. Each comment letter 

received is indexed with the number below. 

Table 4.3 Comment Letters Received After the Comment Period 

Letter Name Date 
P-29 Lawrence Whitlock June 12, 2018 
P-30 Orange County Business Council July 17, 2018 

 

 



PUBLIC NOTICE
INTERSTATE 5 IMPROVEMENTS PROJECT 

FROM INTERSTATE 405 TO STATE ROUTE 55 

WHAT’S BEING PLANNED?
The California Department of Transportation 
(Caltrans), in partnership with the Orange County 
Transportation Authority (OCTA), proposes to widen 
Interstate 5 (I-5) between Interstate 405 (I-405) and 
State Route 55 (SR-55) from Post Mile (PM) 21.3 to 
30.3 through the cities of Irvine and Tustin. 
The purpose of the proposed project is to relieve 
congestion by increasing capacity and improving 
traffic operations to meet existing and future traffic 
demands on I-5 between I-405 and SR-55 in the 
northbound and southbound directions, while 
minimizing environmental and economic effects.

WHY THIS AD?
Caltrans and OCTA have studied the effects this project may have on the environment. Our 
studies conclude it will not significantly affect the quality of the environment. The report that 
explains these findings is called an Initial Study/Environmental Assessment (IS/EA) with 
Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND)/Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI). This public 
notice is to tell you of the preparation of the proposed IS/EA with MND/FONSI, and of its 
availability for you to read and provide comments. Your comments will be considered by 
Caltrans and OCTA in choosing the Preferred Alternative.
Two public hearings (open house format) will be held to give you the opportunity to talk about 
certain design features of the project with Caltrans and OCTA staff before the Preferred 
Alternative is selected. Staff will also address questions on the project schedule and 
right-of-way.

WHAT’S AVAILABLE? 
Maps for the proposed IS/EA with MND/FONSI and other project information are available for 
review and copying (for a fee) at the Department District 12 Office, 1750 E 4th Street, Suite 100, 
Santa Ana, CA 92705 on weekdays from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. The proposed IS/EA with MND/FONSI 
is also available for review during regular business hours at: 

•   Irvine/Heritage Park Library - 14361 Yale Avenue, Irvine, CA 92604
•   Irvine/Katie Wheeler Library - 13109 Old Myford Road, Irvine, CA 92602
•   Tustin City Hall - Public Works Department - 300 Centennial Way, Tustin, CA 92780
•   And online at: http://bit.ly/the5ocDEA2 

WHEN AND WHERE?
Date:         Thursday, May 24, 2018       Wednesday, May 30, 2018
Time:          Stop by any time between   Stop by any time between
         5:30 – 8:00 p.m.   5:30 – 8:00 p.m.
Location:        Tustin High School   Lakeview Senior Center
         1171 El Camino Real   20 Lake Road 
         Tustin, CA 92780   Irvine, CA 92604

CONTACT
For more information about this study, please call Fernando Chavarria, OCTA Community 
Relations, at (714) 560-5306 or visit the project webpage at www.octa.net/i5irvinetustinproject. 

Notice of Intent to Adopt a Mitigated Negative Declaration/Finding of 
No Signi�cant Impact – Study Results – Announcement of Public Hearing 

Information shared will be the same at both meetings. Stop by any time between 5:30 p.m and 
8:00 p.m. Individuals who require special accommodation (American Sign Language interpreter, 
accessible seating, documentation in alternate formats, etc.) are requested to contact Caltrans 
District 12 Chief of Public Affairs and Media Relations, Lindsey Hart at (657) 328-6000 at least 
21 days prior to the scheduled open house date. TTD users may contact California Relay 
Service TTY line at (800) 735-2929 or Voice Line at (800) 735-2922. 

WHERE YOU COME IN
You have the opportunity to ask questions, receive information and share comments with OCTA 
and Caltrans staff about the proposed project, findings, and processing the project as the 
proposed IS/EA with MND/FONSI. If you cannot attend the hearing, you can submit your 
comments in writing no later than June 8, 2018 to Caltrans District 12, Division of Environmental 
Analysis, 1750 E 4th Street, Suite 100, Santa Ana, CA 92705 (Attn: Brian Liu) or email to: 
D12.I-5.Improvements@dot.ca.gov. Comments will be accepted beginning May 8, 2018. 
Depending upon the comments received, Caltrans may move forward with the selection of a 
Preferred Alternative which could advance to the design phase.

The alternatives include Alternative 1 (No Build Alternative) and Alternative 2. Alternative 2 
includes two design variations, Design Variation A and Design Variation B. Therefore, Alternative 
2 with Design Variation A is called Alternative 2A and Alternative 2 with Design Variation B is 
called Alternative 2B. The two design variations (2A and 2B) propose to add one 
general-purpose lane and improve operational deficiencies in each direction.

I-5 Irvine & Tustin 
Improvements

(From I-405 to SR-55)
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 State of California • Natural Resources Agency Edmund G. Brown Jr., Governor 

DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION 
OFFICE OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION 
Julianne Polanco, State Historic Preservation Officer 
1725 23rd Street, Suite 100,  Sacramento,  CA  95816-7100 
Telephone:  (916) 445-7000             FAX:  (916) 445-7053 
calshpo.ohp@parks.ca.gov         www.ohp.parks.ca.gov 

Lisa Ann L. Mangat, Director 

March 15, 2018 
 
VIA EMAIL 
 

 In reply refer to:  FHWA_2018_0202_002 
 
Mr. Charles Baker 
District Environmental Branch Chief 
Caltrans District 12, Santa Ana 
1750 East 4th Street, Suite 100 
Santa Ana, CA  92705 
 
Subject:  Determinations of Eligibility for the Proposed I-5 Widening Project, I-5 from I-

405 to SR-55, Orange County, CA  
 
Dear Mr. Baker: 
 
Caltrans is initiating consultation for the above project in accordance with the January 1, 
2014 First Amended Programmatic Agreement Among the Federal Highway 
Administration (FHWA), the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation, the California 
State Historic Preservation Officer, and the California Department of Transportation 
Regarding Compliance with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act, as it 
Pertains to the Administration of the Federal-Aid Highway Program in California (PA). 
As part of your documentation, Caltrans submitted a Historic Property Survey Report 
(HPSR), an Archaeological Survey Report, and a Historical Resources Evaluation 
Report for the proposed project. 
 
Caltrans proposes to add an additional lane, both northbound and southbound on I-5 
from I-405 to SR-55. A full project description is located on page 1 of the HPSR.    
 
Pursuant to Stipulation VIII.C.2. of the PA, Caltrans is requesting concurrence that the 
following properties are not eligible for the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP): 
 
• Las Casas Apartment Homes, 15491 Pasadena Avenue, Tustin 
• King’s Way Church, 600 West Sixth Street, Tustin 
• Cathedral of Christ the King, 655 South B Street, Tustin 
• El Camino Plaza, 610-712 El Camino Real, Tustin 
• 1431-1439 Nisson Road, Tustin 
• 1451 Nisson Road, Tustin 
• Al’s Woodcraft, 1471 Nisson Road, Tustin 
• 14061 South C Street 
• 14072 South C Street, Tustin 



Mr. Baker  FHWA_2018_0202_002 
March 15, 2018 
Page 2 
 
 
 
Based on my review of the submitted documentation, I concur with the foregoing 
determinations. 
 
Thank you for considering historic properties during project planning.  If you have any 
questions, please contact Natalie Lindquist of my staff at (916) 445-7014 with e-mail at  
natalie.lindquist@parks.ca.gov or Alicia Perez at (916) 445-7020 with e-mail at 
alicia.perez@parks.ca.gov . 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Julianne Polanco 
State Historic Preservation Officer 
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December 15, 2017 

 

 

 

 

Ms. Jaimee Bourgeois, P.E.  

 

 City of Irvine  

 Public Works - Traffic  

 P.O. Box 19575  

 Irvine, CA 92623-9575 

 

Dear Ms. Bourgeois:   

 

 

 Re: Interstate 5 (I-5) PA/ED Project (I-405 to SR-55) Section 4(f) Evaluation Relating to 

Sand Canyon Trail, Jeffrey Open Space Trail, Orchard Park, Heritage Park, Peters 

Canyon Trail 
 

The California Department of Transportation (Caltrans), as the lead agency, in coordination with 

the Orange County Transportation Authority (OCTA) as the funding agency, is in the process of 

preparing a joint Initial Study/Environmental Assessment (IS/EA) for the Interstate 5 (I-5) 

PA/ED Project in Orange County, California, between Interstate 405 (I-405) and State Route 55 

(SR-55).  

 

Effective March 30, 2017, Caltrans continues to assume FHWA responsibilities under NEPA, 

pursuant to the 23 USC 325 MOU, and the 23 USC 327 MOU, and other federal 

environmental laws in the same manner as was assigned under the Pilot Program, with minor 
changes. The environmental review, consultation, and other action required in accordance with 

applicable federal laws for this project is being, or has been, carried out by Caltrans under its 

assumption of responsibility pursuant to 23 USC 327. 

 

The proposed I-5 PA/ED Project (I-405 to SR-55) may receive federal funding and/or 

discretionary approvals through the U.S. Department of Transportation (i.e., FHWA); therefore, 

documentation of compliance with Section 4(f) is required. The purpose of this letter is to share 

information from the Preliminary Section 4(f) Resource Analysis. Section 4(f) of the federal 

Department of Transportation Act of 1966 (49 U.S.C. § 303) declares that “[i]t is the policy of 

the United States government that special effort should be made to preserve the natural beauty of 

the countryside and public park and recreation lands, wildlife and waterfowl refuges, and historic 

sites.” 
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Accordingly, a Preliminary Section 4(f) De Minimis Determination is proposed for five 

resources: Sand Canyon Trail, Jeffrey Open Space Trail, Orchard Park, Heritage Park, Peters 

Canyon Off-Street Bikeway. The Section 4(f) Evaluation included in Appendix A of the Initial 

Study/Environmental Assessment (IS/EA) identifies the Section 4(f) resources in the Study Area, 

describes the nature and extent of the potential effects on the property, and describes measures to 

minimize harm to the affected resources. 

 

Within the project limits, there are five resources that may be impacted temporarily and/or 

permanently by the proposed project. These resources are located within the City of Irvine’s 

jurisdiction, and are subject to protection under the provisions of Section 4(f).  

 

• Sand Canyon Trail - The Sand Canyon Trail is a Class I (off-street) trail parallel to Sand 

Canyon Avenue in the City of Irvine, however, portions are located on-street for 

bicyclists and on a sidewalk for pedestrians. The north-south trail is approximately 4 

miles long and extends from Portola Parkway in the north to I-405 in the south. The trail 

is a continuous access trail and can be accessed from various intersections along its 

alignment. The entire trail is open for public use.  

 

• Jeffrey Open Space Trail - The Jeffrey Open Space Trail (JOST) is an open space 

corridor with both Class I (off-street) trail and Class II (on-street) facility (for bicyclists) 

parallel to Jeffrey Road in the City of Irvine. The JOST comprises both existing and 

planned segments. The existing JOST is a Class I facility from south of I-5 to just north 

of I-5 where the JOST joins an unnamed trail that serves the Cypress Village community 

and parallels northbound I-5. Continuing north along Jeffrey Road, the JOST is separated 

from the roadway and provides connections to the Venta Spur Trail, Portola Trail, parks, 

and residential development. Ultimately, the JOST would extend north of Portola 

Parkway, into the future Gateway Park. 

 

The City of Irvine is currently preparing design documentation for a bicycle/pedestrian 

bridge overcrossing of the JOST at I-5 which are under review by Caltrans District 12. 

The JOST/I-5 bicycle/pedestrian bridge overcrossing project would connect this project 

at its northerly end to the existing JOST trail located north of I-5. Construction of the 

JOST/I-5 bicycle/pedestrian bridge overcrossing would close a gap in the existing trail 

system and complete the JOST from I-405 to Portola Parkway. 

 

• Orchard Park - Orchard Park is adjacent to the project improvements on the east side of I-

5 near Yale Avenue in the City of Irvine. The neighborhood park is approximately six 

acres in size and consists of park with two playgrounds, two basketball courts, one 

unlighted ball diamond, one unlighted soccer field, restrooms, picnic areas, and on-site 

parking.  
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• Heritage Park - Heritage Park is adjacent to the project improvements on the west side of 

I-5 between Yale Avenue and Culver Drive in the City of Irvine. The community park is 

approximately 36.5 acres in size and consists of park with two multi-use buildings, two 

child play areas, an amphitheater, a lake/pond, four restrooms, two concession stands, 

barbecues, a group picnic area, three pools, three lighted soccer fields, twelve lighted 

tennis courts, three lighted basketball courts, one volleyball court, two lighted racquetball 

courts, two lighted ball diamonds, and on-site parking. 

 

• Peters Canyon Off-Street Bikeway - The Peters Canyon Off-Street Bikeway is a regional 

Class I (off-street) trail which is maintained by the City of Irvine The existing off-street 

trail is approximately 4.6 miles long and is open for public use and passes under the I-5 

Freeway. Through the project limits, the existing Class I (off-street) trail is on the east 

side of the Peters Canyon Wash Channel and crosses under I-5.  

 

Caltrans, in cooperation with OCTA is proposing to widen I-5 between I-405 and SR-55. The 

project objectives are to increase the mainline capacity within the project limits along the I-5 

corridor, improve operational deficiencies of merge and diverge areas within the project limits 

along the I-5 corridor, improve the existing auxiliary lanes operations, and optimize access of the 

existing high-occupancy vehicle (HOV) lane. The goal of the proposed project is to also 

minimize environmental impacts as well as right-of-way acquisitions within the project limits. 

The project limits on I-5 extend from approximately 0.4 mile (mi) north of the I-5/I-405 

interchange (Post Mile [PM] 21.3) to 0.2 mi south of SR-55 (PM 30.3). The proposed project 

would add one general-purpose lane in each direction on I-5, reestablish existing auxiliary lanes 

and construct new auxiliary lanes, improve several existing on- and off-ramp junctions, and 

widen and/or replace several structures.  

 

Three alternatives, including the No Build Alternative, will be analyzed as a part of the Initial 

Study/Environmental Assessment (IS/EA): 

• Alternative 1: No Build Alternative 

• Alternative 2A: Add one general-purpose lane (generally, full standard widths are 

proposed) 

• Alternative 2B: Add one general-purpose lane (includes nonstandard shoulder widths and 

nonstandard lane widths) 

 

Sand Canyon Trail – De Minimis Temporary Use (Alternatives 2A and 2B) 
Construction of both Build Alternatives may require a temporary closure of the Sand Canyon 

Trail along the west side of Sand Canyon Avenue for up to 3 months during construction of the 

bridge widening (abutment and column bent) for I-5 over Sand Canyon Avenue. Although it is 

possible that bicyclists could share the travelled way lane with automobiles, a detour route has 

been identified for bicyclists who do not wish to mix with auto traffic. These closures would 

only occur when construction activity occurs in the vicinity of the trail. Southbound trail users 
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could detour around the construction area by continuing to the Class I (off-street) Cypress 

Village Trail at Sand Canyon Avenue and travel north toward Jeffrey Road. Trail users would 

then turn left at Jeffrey Road and travel south on the Jeffrey Open Space Trail. The trail user 

would turn left and head south on the Walnut Trail. The Walnut Trail would lead trail users back 

to Sand Canyon Avenue. This detour would be available for both northbound and southbound 

trail users. The affected portion of the trail as well as the proposed detours are shown on Figures 

1 and 2. At the completion of construction, the trail segment at this location would be restored to 

its original alignment and to a condition as good as or better than prior to the project. The 

temporary detour would be part of the Transportation Management Plan (TMP) developed 

during the Plans, Specifications, and Estimates (PS&E) phase of the project. The trail closure 

plan would be coordinated with the City of Irvine and the County of Orange. The temporary 

effects of the Build Alternatives on this resource would not affect the activities, attributes and 

features that qualify the resource for protection under Section 4(f), with implementation of the 

measures described above, and, therefore those effects would be de minimis.    

 

Jeffrey Open Space Trail –De Minimis Temporary Use (Alternative 2A Only) 
The construction of the Alternative 2A would require the temporary closure of the Jeffrey Open 

Space Trail for approximately 9 months during the construction of the replacement Jeffrey Road 

overcrossing. Although it is anticipated that the new Jeffrey Road overcrossing would be 

constructed in stages to maintain traffic, which would still allow pedestrians access via the 

sidewalks on Jeffrey Road, a detour route has been identified for bicyclists who do not wish to 

mix with auto traffic.  These closures would occur when construction activity occurs in the 

vicinity of the trail. At these times, the trail could be temporarily detoured. Southbound trail 

users would detour around the construction by continuing to the Class I (off-street) Cypress 

Village Trail at Jeffrey Road and travel southwest toward Sand Canyon Avenue. Trail users 

would then turn right at Sand Canyon Avenue and travel south on the Class I (off-street) Sand 

Canyon Trail. South of the Metrolink railroad tracks, the Sand Canyon Trail intersects with the 

Class I (off-street) Walnut Trail, the trail user would turn right and head northwest on the Walnut 

Trail. The Walnut Trail would lead trail users back to Jeffrey Road and the Jeffrey Open Space 

Trail. These detours would be available for both northbound and southbound trail users. The 

affected portion of the trail, as well as the proposed detours are shown on Figures 3 and 4. At the 

completion of construction, the trail segment at this location would be restored to its original 

alignment and to a condition as good as or better than prior to the project. The temporary detours 

would be part of the TMP developed during the PS&E phase of the project. The trail closure plan 

would be coordinated with the City of Irvine and the County of Orange. The temporary effects of 

Alternative 2A on this resource would not affect the activities, attributes and features that qualify 

the resource for protection under Section 4(f), with implementation of the measures described 

above, and, therefore those effects would be de minimis.    

 

Orchard Park –De Minimis Permanent Use and De Minimis and Temporary Use (Alternative 

2A Only) 
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De Minimis Permanent Use  

As shown on Figure 6, Alternative 2A would require a permanent easement of 35 square feet of 

land (0.000048 percent of the total park acreage) from the existing six acre park for maintenance 

of the proposed wall along the western property line. The provision of a permanent easement 

would not affect the attributes of the park that qualify it for protection under the provisions of 

Section 4(f).  A project feature would be implemented to require the permanent easement include 

provisions that provide for replacement of any landscaping or hardscape damaged as part of any 

maintenance activities. Because the establishment of a permanent easement of 35 square feet of 

land would result in only minimal effects on the park and would not affect the activities, features 

and attributes that qualify the property for protection under Section 4(f), those effects would be 

de minimis. 

 

De Minimis Temporary Use 

As shown on Figure 6, the construction of Alternative 2A would require a 0.15 acre TCE on the 

western boundary of Orchard Park. Project features will be implemented to require that the land 

used for the TCE be returned to the City of Irvine in its original or better condition when 

construction in the area has been completed and the TCE is no longer needed. During the design 

phase, the Project Engineer will be required to coordinate the restoration of the affected area 

within the TCE with the City of Irvine. The temporary effects of Alternatives 2A on this resource 

would not affect the activities, attributes and features that qualify the resource for protection  

under Section 4(f), with implementation of the measures described above, and, therefore those 

effects would be de minimis.   

 

Heritage Park –De Minimis Permanent Use and De Minimis Temporary Use (Alternative 2A 

Only) 
 

De Minimis Permanent Use 

As shown on Figure 8, Alternative 2A would require the permanent acquisition of 0.17 acre of 

land (0.06 percent of the total park acreage) along the eastern property line from the existing 36.5 

acre park that would constitute a permanent use under Section 4(f). This land consists of mainly 

landscaping. Additionally, a small portion (0.01 acre) of the edge of a maintenance area, 

maintenance shed, and lighting and landscaping would be affected. Replacement/relocation of 

the maintenance shed, relocation of some containers, and lighting located adjacent to the parking 

lot, would be required. A project feature would be implemented that requires that the permanent 

acquisition include provisions that provide for compensation to the owner for any landscaping or 

hardscape damaged as part of any maintenance activities. Because the permanent acquisition of 

0.17 acre of land would result in only minimal effects on the park and would not affect the 

activities, features and attributes that qualify the property for protection under Section 4(f), those 

effects would be de minimis. 

 

Temporary Occupancy 
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As shown on Figure 8, the construction of Alternative 2A would require a 0.46 acre TCE on the 

eastern boundary of Heritage Park. Project features will be implemented to require that the land 

used for the TCE is returned to the City of Irvine in its original or better condition when 

construction in the area has been completed and the TCE is no longer needed. During the design 

phase, the Project Engineer will be required to coordinate the restoration of the affected area 

within the TCE with the City of Irvine. The TCE for the construction of Alternative 2A would 

meet the five conditions listed in 23 CFR 774.13(d) and therefore, the temporary occupancy of 

this park under Alternative 2A for a TCE would not constitute a use under Section 4(f). 

 

Peters Canyon Off-Street Bikeway –No Use (Alternatives 2A and 2B) 
Although temporary trail closures during construction may be required for up to 3 months on the 

County of Orange’s Peters Canyon Regional Trail and Bikeway for the Build Alternatives, no 

temporary closure is required for the City’s Peters Canyon Off-Street Bikeway. During the 

temporary closure of the Peter’s Canyon Regional Trail and Bikeway, it is anticipated that 

pedestrian/bicyclist access would be maintained by accessing the Peters Canyon Off-Street 

Bikeway, located on the eastern side of Peters Canyon channel, potentially increasing volumes 

on the City’s portion of the trail. Since there will be no temporary closure for the Peters Canyon 

Off-Street Bikeway, it has been determined that there is no temporary use of this resource.     

 

While the extent of project improvements is under review, it is expected that the project would 

result in the following: 

 

Summary of Preliminary Section 4(f) Determinations 

Property Name Alternative Effects Under Section 4(f) 

  Permanent 
Use 

Temporary 
Use/

Temporary 
Occupancy 

Constructive 
Use 

Sand Canyon Trail Alternative 2A No Use De Minimis No Use 

Alternative 2B No Use De Minimis No Use 

Jeffrey Open Space 
Trail 

Alternative 2A No Use De Minimis No Use 

Alternative 2B No Use No Use No Use 

Orchard Park Alternative 2A De minimis  
(35 square 
feet) 

Temporary 
occupancy (No 
Use) 

No Use 

Alternative 2B No Use No Use No Use 

Heritage Park Alternative 2A De minimis  
(0.172 acre) 

Temporary 
occupancy (No 
Use) 

No Use 

Alternative 2B No Use No Use No Use 

Peters Canyon Off-
Street Bikeway 

Alternative 2A No Use No Use No Use 

Alternative 2B No Use No Use No Use 
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The activities, features, and attributes of these Section 4(f) resources would not be adversely 

affected as discussed above. Currently, the IS/EA is scheduled for circulation to the public in 

Spring 2018. The Section 4(f) Evaluation will be included as an appendix to the IS/EA. As per 

FHWA and Caltrans guidelines, Caltrans will be in contact with you prior to completion of the 

IS/EA for your approval in order to finalize these De Minimis and temporary occupancy/no use 

findings. Additionally, we would be available to meet prior to circulation of the IS/EA to discuss 

the construction activity, additional detour options, and avoidance, minimization or enhancement 

opportunities.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

SMITA DESHPANDE 

Branch Chief 

Division of Environmental Analysis 

 

cc:  Ms. Jeannie Lee, OCTA 

 Ms. Cheryl Lea, City of Irvine 

 Ms. Alicia Raish, OC Parks/Operations/City of Irvine 
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Mr. James Wootten 

Maintenance Inspector Specialist | Regional Trails and Bikeways 

OC Parks – Regional Trails and Parks 

1 Irvine Park Road  

Orange, CA 92606   

 

Dear Mr. Wootten:   

 

 

Re: Interstate 5 (I-5) PA/ED Project (I-405 to SR-55) Section 4(f) Evaluation Relating to 

Peters Canyon Regional Trail and Bikeway 
 

The California Department of Transportation (Caltrans), as the lead agency, in coordination with 

the Orange County Transportation Authority (OCTA) as the funding agency, is in the process of 

preparing a joint Initial Study/Environmental Assessment (IS/EA) for the Interstate 5 (I-5) 

PA/ED Project in Orange County, California, between Interstate 405 (I-405) and State Route 55 

(SR-55).  

 

Effective March 30, 2017, Caltrans continues to assume FHWA responsibilities under NEPA, 

pursuant to the 23 USC 325 MOU, and the 23 USC 327 MOU, and other federal 

environmental laws in the same manner as was assigned under the Pilot Program, with minor 
changes. The environmental review, consultation, and other action required in accordance with 

applicable federal laws for this project is being, or has been, carried out by Caltrans under its 

assumption of responsibility pursuant to 23 USC 327. 

 

The proposed I-5 PA/ED Project (I-405 to SR-55) may receive federal funding and/or 

discretionary approvals through the U.S. Department of Transportation (i.e., FHWA); therefore, 

documentation of compliance with Section 4(f) is required. The purpose of this letter is to share 

information from the Preliminary Section 4(f) Resource Analysis. Section 4(f) of the federal 

Department of Transportation Act of 1966 (49 U.S.C. § 303) declares that “[i]t is the policy of 

the United States government that special effort should be made to preserve the natural beauty of 

the countryside and public park and recreation lands, wildlife and waterfowl refuges, and historic 

sites.” 

 

Accordingly, a Preliminary Section 4(f) De Minimis Determination is proposed for Peters 

Canyon Regional Trail and Bikeway. The Section 4(f) Evaluation included in Appendix A of the 
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Initial Study/Environmental Assessment (IS/EA) identifies the Section 4(f) resources in the 

Study Area, describes the nature and extent of the potential effects on the property, and describes 

measures to minimize harm to the affected resources. 

 

Within the project limits, Peter Canyon Regional Trail and Bikeway is the only resource under 

the County of Orange’s jurisdiction, and is subject to protection under the provisions of Section 

4(f).  

 

 

• Peters Canyon Regional Trail and Bikeway - The Peters Canyon Regional Trail and 

Bikeway is a regional Class I (off-street) trail that connects the cities of Tustin, Orange, 

Irvine, and Newport Beach.  The existing off-street trail is approximately 4.6 miles long 

and is open for public use and passes under the I-5 Freeway, within the Orange County 

Flood Control District right-of-way. Through the project limits, the existing Class I (off-

street) trail is on the west side of the Peters Canyon Wash Channel and crosses under I-5. 

There is currently a missing segment of the trail in the City of Tustin. The trail currently 

terminates at the Metrolink railroad tracks near the Tustin city limits and continues from 

Warner Avenue to the south to the trail’s terminus and connection to the San Diego 

Creek Trail at Barranca Parkway in the City of Irvine. At the missing trail segment, the 

Peters Canyon Trail connects to two Class I (off-street) trails for the length of the missing 

trail segment. There are future plans for the missing trail segment in the City of Tustin.  

 

Caltrans, in cooperation with OCTA, is proposing to widen I-5 between I-405 and SR-55. The 

project objectives are to increase the mainline capacity within the project limits along the I-5 

corridor, improve operational deficiencies of merge and diverge areas within the project limits 

along the I-5 corridor, improve the existing auxiliary lanes operations, and optimize access of the 

existing high-occupancy vehicle (HOV) lane. The goal of the proposed project is to also 

minimize environmental impacts as well as right-of-way acquisitions within the project limits. 

The project limits on I-5 extend from approximately 0.4 mile (mi) north of the I-5/I-405 

interchange (Post Mile [PM] 21.3) to 0.2 mi south of SR-55 (PM 30.3). The proposed project 

would add one general-purpose lane in each direction on I-5, reestablish existing auxiliary lanes 

and construct new auxiliary lanes, improve several existing on- and off-ramp junctions, and 

widen and/or replace several structures.  

 

Three alternatives, including the No Build Alternative, will be analyzed as a part of the Initial 

Study/Environmental Assessment (IS/EA): 

• Alternative 1: No Build Alternative 

• Alternative 2A: Add one general-purpose lane (generally, full standard widths are 

proposed) 

• Alternative 2B: Add one general-purpose lane (includes nonstandard shoulder widths and 

nonstandard lane widths) 
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Peters Canyon Regional Trail and Bikeway– De Minimis Temporary Use (Alternatives 2A and 

2B) 
Temporary trail closures during construction may be required on the segments of the Peters 

Canyon Regional Trail and Bikeway directly beneath the Peters Canyon Bridge for the Build 

Alternatives. Closure of this trail is anticipated to occur for up to 3 months and would only occur 

when construction activity is being conducted in the vicinity of the trail. It is anticipated that 

pedestrian/bicyclist access would be maintained by accessing the City of Irvine’s Peters Canyon 

Off-Street Bikeway, located on the eastern side of the Peters Canyon channel.  However, in the 

event that closure of both the County of Orange and City of Irvine trails to bicyclists occurs at 

this location, a detour plan has been developed for bicyclists.  It is expected that 

pedestrian/bicyclist access can be maintained along one of the trails during construction.   As 

shown on Figures 1 and 2, northbound trail users would exit the Peters Canyon Regional Trail 

and Bikeway at Walnut Avenue and travel southwest toward Culver Drive. Trail users would 

then turn left at Culver Drive and travel northeast on the Class II (on-street) bike lane on Culver 

Drive. At the intersection of Culver Drive and Bryan Avenue, the trail user would turn left onto 

the Class II bike lane on Bryan Avenue. A left turn onto Bryan Avenue would lead trail users 

back to an alternate entrance to the Peters Canyon Regional Trail and Bikeway. This detour 

would be available for both northbound and southbound trail users. Continuous access to the trail 

would be maintained based on the provision of detour routes during construction. Construction 

of the project would not prevent or substantially impair use of the trail. At the completion of 

construction, the trail segment at this location would be restored to its original alignment and to a 

condition as good as or better than prior to the project. The temporary detour would be part of 

the Transportation Management Plan (TMP) developed during the PS&E phase of the project. 

The trail closure plan of the Peters Canyon Regional Trail and Bikeway would be coordinated 

with the County of Orange and the City of Irvine. The effects of the Build Alternatives on this 

resource would not affect the activities, attributes and features that qualify the resource for 

protection   under Section 4(f), with implementation of the measures described above, and, 

therefore those effects would be de minimis.    

 

While the extent of project improvements is under review, it is expected that the project would 

result in the following: 

 

Summary of Preliminary Section 4(f) Determinations 

Property Name Alternative Effects Under Section 4(f) 

  Permanent Use Temporary Use Constructive 
Use 

Peters Canyon Regional 
Trail and Bikeway 

Alternative 2A No Use De Minimis No Use 

Alternative 2B No Use De Minimis No Use 
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The activities, features, and attributes of this Section 4(f) resource would not be adversely 

affected as discussed above. Currently, the IS/EA is scheduled for circulation to the public in 

Spring 2018. The Section 4(f) Evaluation will be included as an appendix to the IS/EA. As per 

FHWA and Caltrans guidelines, Caltrans will be in contact with you prior to completion of the 

IS/EA for your approval in order to finalize this De Minimis finding. Additionally, we would be 

available to meet prior to circulation of the IS/EA to discuss the construction activity, additional 

detour options, and avoidance, minimization or enhancement opportunities.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

SMITA DESHPANDE 

Branch Chief 

Division of Environmental Analysis 

 

cc:  Ms. Jeannie Lee, OCTA 

  

  

  

 



Elev. Element Occ. Ranks Population Status Presence

Name (Scientific/Common)
CNDDB 
Ranks

Listing Status 
(Fed/State) Other Lists

Range
(ft.)

Total 
EO's A B C D X U

Historic 
> 20 yr

Recent 
<= 20 yr Extant

Poss. 
Extirp. Extirp.

Abronia villosa var. aurita

chaparral sand-verbena

G5T2T3

S2

None

None

Rare Plant Rank - 1B.1
BLM_S-Sensitive
USFS_S-Sensitive

5

350

81
S:5

0 0 0 0 5 0 5 0 0 0 5

Accipiter cooperii

Cooper's hawk

G5

S4

None

None

CDFW_WL-Watch List
IUCN_LC-Least 
Concern

220

1,800

107
S:5

2 1 0 0 0 2 2 3 5 0 0

Agelaius tricolor

tricolored blackbird

G2G3

S1S2

None

Candidate 
Threatened

BLM_S-Sensitive
CDFW_SSC-Species 
of Special Concern
IUCN_EN-Endangered
NABCI_RWL-Red 
Watch List
USFWS_BCC-Birds of 
Conservation Concern

107

531

859
S:7

0 1 0 0 2 4 4 3 5 1 1

Aimophila ruficeps canescens

southern California rufous-crowned sparrow

G5T3

S2S3

None

None

CDFW_WL-Watch List 120

1,400

208
S:21

2 0 0 0 0 19 0 21 21 0 0

Ammodramus savannarum

grasshopper sparrow

G5

S3

None

None

CDFW_SSC-Species 
of Special Concern
IUCN_LC-Least 
Concern

45

450

20
S:2

0 2 0 0 0 0 0 2 2 0 0

Anaxyrus californicus

arroyo toad

G2G3

S2S3

Endangered

None

CDFW_SSC-Species 
of Special Concern
IUCN_EN-Endangered

1,000

1,000

135
S:1

0 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 0

Antrozous pallidus

pallid bat

G5

S3

None

None

BLM_S-Sensitive
CDFW_SSC-Species 
of Special Concern
IUCN_LC-Least 
Concern
USFS_S-Sensitive
WBWG_H-High 
Priority

700

700

406
S:1

0 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 0

Aphanisma blitoides

aphanisma

G3G4

S2

None

None

Rare Plant Rank - 1B.2 10

75

73
S:4

0 0 0 0 1 3 4 0 3 1 0

Ardea herodias

great blue heron

G5

S4

None

None

CDF_S-Sensitive
IUCN_LC-Least 
Concern

250

250

137
S:1

0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 0

Query Criteria: Quad<span style='color:Red'> IS </span>(Anaheim (3311778)<span style='color:Red'> OR </span>Black Star Canyon (3311776)<span style='color:Red'> OR </span>El Toro 
(3311766)<span style='color:Red'> OR </span>Laguna Beach (3311757)<span style='color:Red'> OR </span>Newport Beach (3311768)<span style='color:Red'> OR </span>Orange 
(3311777)<span style='color:Red'> OR </span>San Juan Capistrano (3311756)<span style='color:Red'> OR </span>Tustin (3311767))
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Elev. Element Occ. Ranks Population Status Presence

Name (Scientific/Common)
CNDDB 
Ranks

Listing Status 
(Fed/State) Other Lists

Range
(ft.)

Total 
EO's A B C D X U

Historic 
> 20 yr

Recent 
<= 20 yr Extant

Poss. 
Extirp. Extirp.

Abronia villosa var. aurita

chaparral sand-verbena

G5T2T3

S2

None

None

Rare Plant Rank - 1B.1
BLM_S-Sensitive
USFS_S-Sensitive

5

350

81
S:5

0 0 0 0 5 0 5 0 0 0 5

Accipiter cooperii

Cooper's hawk

G5

S4

None

None

CDFW_WL-Watch List
IUCN_LC-Least 
Concern

220

1,800

107
S:5

2 1 0 0 0 2 2 3 5 0 0

Agelaius tricolor

tricolored blackbird

G2G3

S1S2

None

Candidate 
Threatened

BLM_S-Sensitive
CDFW_SSC-Species 
of Special Concern
IUCN_EN-Endangered
NABCI_RWL-Red 
Watch List
USFWS_BCC-Birds of 
Conservation Concern

107

531

859
S:7

0 1 0 0 2 4 4 3 5 1 1

Aimophila ruficeps canescens

southern California rufous-crowned sparrow

G5T3

S2S3

None

None

CDFW_WL-Watch List 120

1,400

208
S:21

2 0 0 0 0 19 0 21 21 0 0

Ammodramus savannarum

grasshopper sparrow

G5

S3

None

None

CDFW_SSC-Species 
of Special Concern
IUCN_LC-Least 
Concern

45

450

20
S:2

0 2 0 0 0 0 0 2 2 0 0

Anaxyrus californicus

arroyo toad

G2G3

S2S3

Endangered

None

CDFW_SSC-Species 
of Special Concern
IUCN_EN-Endangered

1,000

1,000

135
S:1

0 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 0

Antrozous pallidus

pallid bat

G5

S3

None

None

BLM_S-Sensitive
CDFW_SSC-Species 
of Special Concern
IUCN_LC-Least 
Concern
USFS_S-Sensitive
WBWG_H-High 
Priority

700

700

406
S:1

0 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 0

Aphanisma blitoides

aphanisma

G3G4

S2

None

None

Rare Plant Rank - 1B.2 10

75

73
S:4

0 0 0 0 1 3 4 0 3 1 0

Ardea herodias

great blue heron

G5

S4

None

None

CDF_S-Sensitive
IUCN_LC-Least 
Concern

250

250

137
S:1

0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 0

Query Criteria: Quad<span style='color:Red'> IS </span>(Anaheim (3311778)<span style='color:Red'> OR </span>Black Star Canyon (3311776)<span style='color:Red'> OR </span>El Toro 
(3311766)<span style='color:Red'> OR </span>Laguna Beach (3311757)<span style='color:Red'> OR </span>Newport Beach (3311768)<span style='color:Red'> OR </span>Orange 
(3311777)<span style='color:Red'> OR </span>San Juan Capistrano (3311756)<span style='color:Red'> OR </span>Tustin (3311767))

Report Printed on Monday, November 21, 2016

Page 1 of 12Commercial Version -- Dated October, 30 2016 -- Biogeographic Data Branch

Information Expires 4/30/2017

Summary Table Report
California Department of Fish and Wildlife

California Natural Diversity Database



Elev. Element Occ. Ranks Population Status Presence

Name (Scientific/Common)
CNDDB 
Ranks

Listing Status 
(Fed/State) Other Lists

Range
(ft.)

Total 
EO's A B C D X U

Historic 
> 20 yr

Recent 
<= 20 yr Extant

Poss. 
Extirp. Extirp.

Asio otus

long-eared owl

G5

S3?

None

None

CDFW_SSC-Species 
of Special Concern
IUCN_LC-Least 
Concern

700

800

43
S:2

0 0 0 0 0 2 2 0 2 0 0

Aspidoscelis hyperythra

orangethroat whiptail

G5

S2S3

None

None

CDFW_WL-Watch List
IUCN_LC-Least 
Concern
USFS_S-Sensitive

60

1,221

347
S:27

7 3 0 0 1 16 18 9 26 0 1

Aspidoscelis tigris stejnegeri

coastal whiptail

G5T5

S3

None

None

CDFW_SSC-Species 
of Special Concern

80

1,400

115
S:6

0 0 1 0 0 5 0 6 6 0 0

Astragalus brauntonii

Braunton's milk-vetch

G2

S2

Endangered

None

Rare Plant Rank - 1B.1
SB_RSABG-Rancho 
Santa Ana Botanic 
Garden
SB_SBBG-Santa 
Barbara Botanic 
Garden

650

1,200

42
S:3

0 2 0 0 0 1 0 3 3 0 0

Athene cunicularia

burrowing owl

G4

S3

None

None

BLM_S-Sensitive
CDFW_SSC-Species 
of Special Concern
IUCN_LC-Least 
Concern
USFWS_BCC-Birds of 
Conservation Concern

5

350

1914
S:8

1 0 1 4 1 1 3 5 7 1 0

Atriplex coulteri

Coulter's saltbush

G3

S1S2

None

None

Rare Plant Rank - 1B.2
SB_RSABG-Rancho 
Santa Ana Botanic 
Garden

50

970

102
S:9

0 0 0 1 0 8 7 2 9 0 0

Atriplex pacifica

south coast saltscale

G4

S2

None

None

Rare Plant Rank - 1B.2 5

600

96
S:4

0 0 0 1 0 3 3 1 4 0 0

Atriplex parishii

Parish's brittlescale

G1G2

S1

None

None

Rare Plant Rank - 1B.1
USFS_S-Sensitive

300

300

16
S:2

0 0 0 0 1 1 2 0 1 1 0

Atriplex serenana var. davidsonii

Davidson's saltscale

G5T1

S1

None

None

Rare Plant Rank - 1B.2 0

50

28
S:4

0 0 0 1 1 2 3 1 3 1 0

Baccharis malibuensis

Malibu baccharis

G1

S1

None

None

Rare Plant Rank - 1B.1
SB_RSABG-Rancho 
Santa Ana Botanic 
Garden

1,040

1,040

7
S:1

0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 1 0 0

Bombus crotchii

Crotch bumble bee

G3G4

S1S2

None

None

15

150

233
S:4

0 0 0 0 0 4 4 0 4 0 0
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Elev. Element Occ. Ranks Population Status Presence

Name (Scientific/Common)
CNDDB 
Ranks

Listing Status 
(Fed/State) Other Lists

Range
(ft.)

Total 
EO's A B C D X U

Historic 
> 20 yr

Recent 
<= 20 yr Extant

Poss. 
Extirp. Extirp.

Branchinecta sandiegonensis

San Diego fairy shrimp

G2

S2

Endangered

None

IUCN_EN-Endangered 80

1,200

120
S:3

2 0 1 0 0 0 0 3 3 0 0

Brodiaea filifolia

thread-leaved brodiaea

G2

S2

Threatened

Endangered

Rare Plant Rank - 1B.1
SB_RSABG-Rancho 
Santa Ana Botanic 
Garden

130

970

131
S:3

0 1 1 0 0 1 0 3 3 0 0

Buteo regalis

ferruginous hawk

G4

S3S4

None

None

CDFW_WL-Watch List
IUCN_LC-Least 
Concern
USFWS_BCC-Birds of 
Conservation Concern

500

520

107
S:2

0 0 0 0 0 2 0 2 2 0 0

Buteo swainsoni

Swainson's hawk

G5

S3

None

Threatened

BLM_S-Sensitive
IUCN_LC-Least 
Concern
USFWS_BCC-Birds of 
Conservation Concern

150

150

2409
S:1

0 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 1 0

California Walnut Woodland

California Walnut Woodland

G2

S2.1

None

None

680

720

76
S:2

0 0 0 0 0 2 2 0 2 0 0

Calochortus plummerae

Plummer's mariposa-lily

G4

S4

None

None

Rare Plant Rank - 4.2
SB_RSABG-Rancho 
Santa Ana Botanic 
Garden

1,400

3,200

230
S:4

0 0 0 0 0 4 1 3 4 0 0

Calochortus weedii var. intermedius

intermediate mariposa-lily

G3G4T2

S2

None

None

Rare Plant Rank - 1B.2
SB_RSABG-Rancho 
Santa Ana Botanic 
Garden
USFS_S-Sensitive

300

2,980

138
S:60

2 15 4 0 0 39 12 48 60 0 0

Campylorhynchus brunneicapillus 
sandiegensis

coastal cactus wren

G5T3Q

S3

None

None

CDFW_SSC-Species 
of Special Concern
USFS_S-Sensitive
USFWS_BCC-Birds of 
Conservation Concern

200

1,200

153
S:35

2 14 6 0 1 12 20 15 34 1 0

Catostomus santaanae

Santa Ana sucker

G1

S1

Threatened

None

AFS_TH-Threatened
IUCN_VU-Vulnerable

260

500

27
S:5

0 0 0 0 0 5 4 1 5 0 0

Centromadia parryi ssp. australis

southern tarplant

G3T2

S2

None

None

Rare Plant Rank - 1B.1
SB_RSABG-Rancho 
Santa Ana Botanic 
Garden

5

385

87
S:21

0 3 3 3 3 9 7 14 18 1 2
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Name (Scientific/Common)
CNDDB 
Ranks

Listing Status 
(Fed/State) Other Lists

Range
(ft.)

Total 
EO's A B C D X U

Historic 
> 20 yr

Recent 
<= 20 yr Extant

Poss. 
Extirp. Extirp.

Chaenactis glabriuscula var. orcuttiana

Orcutt's pincushion

G5T1T2

S1

None

None

Rare Plant Rank - 1B.1
BLM_S-Sensitive
SB_RSABG-Rancho 
Santa Ana Botanic 
Garden

36
S:2

0 0 0 0 2 0 2 0 0 2 0

Charadrius alexandrinus nivosus

western snowy plover

G3T3

S2S3

Threatened

None

CDFW_SSC-Species 
of Special Concern
NABCI_RWL-Red 
Watch List
USFWS_BCC-Birds of 
Conservation Concern

3

5

124
S:2

0 0 0 0 1 1 2 0 1 0 1

Chloropyron maritimum ssp. maritimum

salt marsh bird's-beak

G4?T1

S1

Endangered

Endangered

Rare Plant Rank - 1B.2
SB_RSABG-Rancho 
Santa Ana Botanic 
Garden

5

5

27
S:1

0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 0

Choeronycteris mexicana

Mexican long-tongued bat

G4

S1

None

None

CDFW_SSC-Species 
of Special Concern
IUCN_NT-Near 
Threatened
WBWG_H-High 
Priority

125

125

14
S:1

0 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 1 0 0

Chorizanthe parryi var. fernandina

San Fernando Valley spineflower

G2T1

S1

Proposed 
Threatened
Endangered

Rare Plant Rank - 1B.1
SB_RSABG-Rancho 
Santa Ana Botanic 
Garden
USFS_S-Sensitive

21
S:1

0 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 1 0

Chorizanthe polygonoides var. longispina

long-spined spineflower

G5T3

S3

None

None

Rare Plant Rank - 1B.2
BLM_S-Sensitive
SB_RSABG-Rancho 
Santa Ana Botanic 
Garden

500

500

130
S:1

0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 1 0 0

Cicindela gabbii

western tidal-flat tiger beetle

G2G4

S1

None

None

5

5

9
S:2

0 0 0 0 2 0 2 0 0 0 2

Cicindela hirticollis gravida

sandy beach tiger beetle

G5T2

S2

None

None

10

10

34
S:1

0 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 1

Cicindela latesignata latesignata

western beach tiger beetle

G2G4T1T2

S1

None

None

10

10

15
S:2

0 0 0 0 2 0 2 0 0 0 2
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Name (Scientific/Common)
CNDDB 
Ranks

Listing Status 
(Fed/State) Other Lists

Range
(ft.)

Total 
EO's A B C D X U

Historic 
> 20 yr

Recent 
<= 20 yr Extant

Poss. 
Extirp. Extirp.

Coccyzus americanus occidentalis

western yellow-billed cuckoo

G5T2T3

S1

Threatened

Endangered

BLM_S-Sensitive
NABCI_RWL-Red 
Watch List
USFS_S-Sensitive
USFWS_BCC-Birds of 
Conservation Concern

120

150

155
S:2

0 0 0 0 2 0 2 0 0 0 2

Coelus globosus

globose dune beetle

G1G2

S1S2

None

None

IUCN_VU-Vulnerable 10

13

49
S:2

0 0 0 0 0 2 1 1 2 0 0

Comarostaphylis diversifolia ssp. 
diversifolia

summer holly

G3T2

S2

None

None

Rare Plant Rank - 1B.2
BLM_S-Sensitive
SB_RSABG-Rancho 
Santa Ana Botanic 
Garden

250

700

106
S:4

0 0 1 0 0 3 3 1 4 0 0

Crotalus ruber

red-diamond rattlesnake

G4

S3

None

None

CDFW_SSC-Species 
of Special Concern
USFS_S-Sensitive

400

1,520

178
S:6

1 0 0 0 0 5 1 5 6 0 0

Danaus plexippus pop. 1

monarch - California overwintering population

G4T2T3

S2S3

None

None

USFS_S-Sensitive 20

400

378
S:6

0 1 1 0 1 3 3 3 5 0 1

Dudleya multicaulis

many-stemmed dudleya

G2

S2

None

None

Rare Plant Rank - 1B.2
BLM_S-Sensitive
SB_RSABG-Rancho 
Santa Ana Botanic 
Garden
USFS_S-Sensitive

5

2,280

147
S:70

3 14 1 1 11 40 39 31 59 4 7

Dudleya stolonifera

Laguna Beach dudleya

G1

S1

Threatened

Threatened

Rare Plant Rank - 1B.1
SB_RSABG-Rancho 
Santa Ana Botanic 
Garden

25

600

6
S:6

1 3 2 0 0 0 5 1 6 0 0

Elanus leucurus

white-tailed kite

G5

S3S4

None

None

BLM_S-Sensitive
CDFW_FP-Fully 
Protected
IUCN_LC-Least 
Concern

12

870

162
S:18

0 2 0 0 0 16 0 18 18 0 0

Empidonax traillii extimus

southwestern willow flycatcher

G5T2

S1

Endangered

Endangered

NABCI_RWL-Red 
Watch List

370

370

70
S:1

1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 0

Emys marmorata

western pond turtle

G3G4

S3

None

None

BLM_S-Sensitive
CDFW_SSC-Species 
of Special Concern
IUCN_VU-Vulnerable
USFS_S-Sensitive

5

1,300

1187
S:17

1 1 4 1 1 9 13 4 16 1 0
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(Fed/State) Other Lists
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Historic 
> 20 yr

Recent 
<= 20 yr Extant

Poss. 
Extirp. Extirp.

Eremophila alpestris actia

California horned lark

G5T3Q

S3

None

None

CDFW_WL-Watch List
IUCN_LC-Least 
Concern

220

1,000

90
S:5

0 1 0 3 0 1 0 5 5 0 0

Eriastrum densifolium ssp. sanctorum

Santa Ana River woollystar

G4T1

S1

Endangered

Endangered

Rare Plant Rank - 1B.1
SB_RSABG-Rancho 
Santa Ana Botanic 
Garden

30
S:1

0 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 1 0

Eryngium aristulatum var. parishii

San Diego button-celery

G5T1

S1

Endangered

Endangered

Rare Plant Rank - 1B.1
SB_RSABG-Rancho 
Santa Ana Botanic 
Garden

80

80

79
S:1

0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 0

Eucyclogobius newberryi

tidewater goby

G3

S3

Endangered

None

AFS_EN-Endangered
CDFW_SSC-Species 
of Special Concern
IUCN_VU-Vulnerable

10

10

117
S:1

0 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 1 0 0

Eumops perotis californicus

western mastiff bat

G5T4

S3S4

None

None

BLM_S-Sensitive
CDFW_SSC-Species 
of Special Concern
WBWG_H-High 
Priority

10

1,300

293
S:14

0 1 0 0 0 13 14 0 14 0 0

Euphorbia misera

cliff spurge

G5

S2

None

None

Rare Plant Rank - 2B.2
SB_RSABG-Rancho 
Santa Ana Botanic 
Garden

20

500

40
S:2

0 0 1 0 0 1 0 2 2 0 0

Falco peregrinus anatum

American peregrine falcon

G4T4

S3S4

Delisted

Delisted

CDF_S-Sensitive
CDFW_FP-Fully 
Protected
USFWS_BCC-Birds of 
Conservation Concern

161

161

54
S:1

0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 1 0 0

Gila orcuttii

arroyo chub

G2

S2

None

None

AFS_VU-Vulnerable
CDFW_SSC-Species 
of Special Concern
USFS_S-Sensitive

250

435

49
S:3

0 0 2 0 0 1 1 2 3 0 0

Haliaeetus leucocephalus

bald eagle

G5

S3

Delisted

Endangered

BLM_S-Sensitive
CDF_S-Sensitive
CDFW_FP-Fully 
Protected
IUCN_LC-Least 
Concern
USFS_S-Sensitive
USFWS_BCC-Birds of 
Conservation Concern

1,055

1,055

325
S:1

0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 1 0 0
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> 20 yr
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Extirp. Extirp.

Helianthus nuttallii ssp. parishii

Los Angeles sunflower

G5TH

SH

None

None

Rare Plant Rank - 1A 25

25

8
S:2

0 0 0 0 0 2 2 0 2 0 0

Hesperocyparis forbesii

Tecate cypress

G2

S2

None

None

Rare Plant Rank - 1B.1
BLM_S-Sensitive
SB_RSABG-Rancho 
Santa Ana Botanic 
Garden
SB_USDA-US Dept of 
Agriculture
USFS_S-Sensitive

1,600

2,900

24
S:3

0 2 0 0 0 1 0 3 3 0 0

Horkelia cuneata var. puberula

mesa horkelia

G4T1

S1

None

None

Rare Plant Rank - 1B.1
USFS_S-Sensitive

500

1,330

103
S:3

0 0 0 0 0 3 2 1 3 0 0

Icteria virens

yellow-breasted chat

G5

S3

None

None

CDFW_SSC-Species 
of Special Concern
IUCN_LC-Least 
Concern

10

600

93
S:6

1 3 0 0 0 2 2 4 6 0 0

Isocoma menziesii var. decumbens

decumbent goldenbush

G3G5T2T3

S2

None

None

Rare Plant Rank - 1B.2 50

50

102
S:1

0 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 1 0 0

Lasiurus cinereus

hoary bat

G5

S4

None

None

IUCN_LC-Least 
Concern
WBWG_M-Medium 
Priority

10

10

235
S:1

0 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 1 0 0

Lasthenia glabrata ssp. coulteri

Coulter's goldfields

G4T2

S2

None

None

Rare Plant Rank - 1B.1
BLM_S-Sensitive
SB_RSABG-Rancho 
Santa Ana Botanic 
Garden

50

300

97
S:4

0 0 1 0 2 1 2 2 2 2 0

Laterallus jamaicensis coturniculus

California black rail

G3G4T1

S1

None

Threatened

BLM_S-Sensitive
CDFW_FP-Fully 
Protected
IUCN_NT-Near 
Threatened
NABCI_RWL-Red 
Watch List
USFWS_BCC-Birds of 
Conservation Concern

0

0

244
S:1

0 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 1 0 0

Lepechinia cardiophylla

heart-leaved pitcher sage

G3

S2S3

None

None

Rare Plant Rank - 1B.2
SB_RSABG-Rancho 
Santa Ana Botanic 
Garden
USFS_S-Sensitive

750

3,560

22
S:10

1 1 0 0 0 8 3 7 10 0 0
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> 20 yr
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Lepidium virginicum var. robinsonii

Robinson's pepper-grass

G5T3

S3

None

None

Rare Plant Rank - 4.3 200

1,200

142
S:5

0 0 0 0 0 5 1 4 5 0 0

Lithobates pipiens

northern leopard frog

G5

S2

None

None

CDFW_SSC-Species 
of Special Concern
IUCN_LC-Least 
Concern

1,100

1,100

22
S:1

0 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 1 0 0

Monardella hypoleuca ssp. intermedia

intermediate monardella

G4T2?

S2?

None

None

Rare Plant Rank - 1B.3 1,000

3,700

38
S:9

0 0 0 0 0 9 5 4 9 0 0

Myotis yumanensis

Yuma myotis

G5

S4

None

None

BLM_S-Sensitive
IUCN_LC-Least 
Concern
WBWG_LM-Low-
Medium Priority

300

300

262
S:2

0 0 0 0 0 2 0 2 2 0 0

Nama stenocarpa

mud nama

G4G5

S1S2

None

None

Rare Plant Rank - 2B.2 49

440

22
S:5

0 1 1 2 0 1 0 5 5 0 0

Nasturtium gambelii

Gambel's water cress

G1

S1

Endangered

Threatened

Rare Plant Rank - 1B.1
SB_RSABG-Rancho 
Santa Ana Botanic 
Garden
SB_SBBG-Santa 
Barbara Botanic 
Garden

12
S:1

0 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 0 1

Navarretia prostrata

prostrate vernal pool navarretia

G2

S2

None

None

Rare Plant Rank - 1B.1 80

80

60
S:2

0 0 0 0 0 2 1 1 2 0 0

Nemacaulis denudata var. denudata

coast woolly-heads

G3G4T2

S2

None

None

Rare Plant Rank - 1B.2
SB_RSABG-Rancho 
Santa Ana Botanic 
Garden

10

10

37
S:3

0 0 0 0 0 3 2 1 3 0 0

Neotoma lepida intermedia

San Diego desert woodrat

G5T3T4

S3S4

None

None

CDFW_SSC-Species 
of Special Concern

500

500

116
S:1

0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 1 0 0

Nolina cismontana

chaparral nolina

G3

S3

None

None

Rare Plant Rank - 1B.2
SB_RSABG-Rancho 
Santa Ana Botanic 
Garden
SB_SBBG-Santa 
Barbara Botanic 
Garden
USFS_S-Sensitive

750

2,200

49
S:19

0 3 1 0 0 15 5 14 19 0 0
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Name (Scientific/Common)
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Listing Status 
(Fed/State) Other Lists
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Historic 
> 20 yr
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<= 20 yr Extant
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Nyctinomops macrotis

big free-tailed bat

G5

S3

None

None

CDFW_SSC-Species 
of Special Concern
IUCN_LC-Least 
Concern
WBWG_MH-Medium-
High Priority

50

50

32
S:1

0 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 1 0 0

Orcuttia californica

California Orcutt grass

G1

S1

Endangered

Endangered

Rare Plant Rank - 1B.1
SB_RSABG-Rancho 
Santa Ana Botanic 
Garden

75

75

37
S:1

0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 0

Pandion haliaetus

osprey

G5

S4

None

None

CDF_S-Sensitive
CDFW_WL-Watch List
IUCN_LC-Least 
Concern

10

10

491
S:1

0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 1 0 0

Panoquina errans

wandering (=saltmarsh) skipper

G4G5

S2

None

None

IUCN_NT-Near 
Threatened

5

5

14
S:2

0 0 0 0 0 2 0 2 2 0 0

Passerculus sandwichensis beldingi

Belding's savannah sparrow

G5T3

S3

None

Endangered

0

5

36
S:4

0 3 1 0 0 0 0 4 4 0 0

Penstemon californicus

California beardtongue

G3

S2

None

None

Rare Plant Rank - 1B.2
SB_RSABG-Rancho 
Santa Ana Botanic 
Garden
SB_USDA-US Dept of 
Agriculture
USFS_S-Sensitive

800

800

13
S:1

0 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 1 0 0

Pentachaeta aurea ssp. allenii

Allen's pentachaeta

G4T1

S1

None

None

Rare Plant Rank - 1B.1 350

1,700

8
S:6

0 0 0 0 1 5 4 2 5 1 0

Perognathus longimembris pacificus

Pacific pocket mouse

G5T1

S1

Endangered

None

CDFW_SSC-Species 
of Special Concern

500

600

14
S:2

0 0 0 0 1 1 2 0 1 0 1

Phrynosoma blainvillii

coast horned lizard

G3G4

S3S4

None

None

BLM_S-Sensitive
CDFW_SSC-Species 
of Special Concern
IUCN_LC-Least 
Concern

80

1,800

735
S:23

2 2 1 1 1 16 14 9 22 1 0

Polioptila californica californica

coastal California gnatcatcher

G4G5T2Q

S2

Threatened

None

CDFW_SSC-Species 
of Special Concern
NABCI_YWL-Yellow 
Watch List

10

1,660

821
S:120

12 24 8 5 3 68 31 89 117 3 0

Pseudognaphalium leucocephalum

white rabbit-tobacco

G4

S2

None

None

Rare Plant Rank - 2B.2 120

730

62
S:5

0 0 0 0 0 5 2 3 5 0 0
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Name (Scientific/Common)
CNDDB 
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Listing Status 
(Fed/State) Other Lists
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EO's A B C D X U

Historic 
> 20 yr

Recent 
<= 20 yr Extant

Poss. 
Extirp. Extirp.

Quercus dumosa

Nuttall's scrub oak

G3

S3

None

None

Rare Plant Rank - 1B.1
USFS_S-Sensitive

150

600

148
S:7

2 1 1 0 1 2 5 2 6 0 1

Rallus longirostris levipes

light-footed clapper rail

G5T1T2

S1

Endangered

Endangered

CDFW_FP-Fully 
Protected
NABCI_RWL-Red 
Watch List

0

5

31
S:3

0 1 0 0 0 2 0 3 3 0 0

Rhinichthys osculus ssp. 3

Santa Ana speckled dace

G5T1

S1

None

None

AFS_TH-Threatened
CDFW_SSC-Species 
of Special Concern
USFS_S-Sensitive

1,360

1,360

14
S:1

0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 0

Riparia riparia

bank swallow

G5

S2

None

Threatened

BLM_S-Sensitive
IUCN_LC-Least 
Concern

10

37

297
S:2

0 0 0 0 2 0 2 0 0 0 2

Riversidian Alluvial Fan Sage Scrub

Riversidian Alluvial Fan Sage Scrub

G1

S1.1

None

None

800

800

30
S:1

0 0 1 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 0

Salvadora hexalepis virgultea

coast patch-nosed snake

G5T4

S2S3

None

None

CDFW_SSC-Species 
of Special Concern

875

1,500

23
S:3

0 0 0 0 0 3 0 3 3 0 0

Senecio aphanactis

chaparral ragwort

G3

S2

None

None

Rare Plant Rank - 2B.2 300

600

47
S:2

0 0 0 0 0 2 1 1 2 0 0

Setophaga petechia

yellow warbler

G5

S3S4

None

None

CDFW_SSC-Species 
of Special Concern
USFWS_BCC-Birds of 
Conservation Concern

12

300

65
S:2

0 1 0 0 0 1 0 2 2 0 0

Sidalcea neomexicana

Salt Spring checkerbloom

G4

S2

None

None

Rare Plant Rank - 2B.2
USFS_S-Sensitive

15
S:1

0 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 0 1 0

Sorex ornatus salicornicus

southern California saltmarsh shrew

G5T1?

S1

None

None

CDFW_SSC-Species 
of Special Concern

5

5

4
S:1

0 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 1 0 0

Southern California Arroyo Chub/Santa Ana 
Sucker Stream

Southern California Arroyo Chub/Santa Ana 
Sucker Stream

GNR

SNR

None

None

570

570

4
S:1

0 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 1 0 0

Southern Coast Live Oak Riparian Forest

Southern Coast Live Oak Riparian Forest

G4

S4

None

None

180

2,100

246
S:21

1 0 0 0 3 17 21 0 18 0 3

Southern Coastal Salt Marsh

Southern Coastal Salt Marsh

G2

S2.1

None

None

0

5

24
S:4

0 0 0 0 0 4 4 0 4 0 0
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CNDDB 
Ranks

Listing Status 
(Fed/State) Other Lists

Range
(ft.)

Total 
EO's A B C D X U

Historic 
> 20 yr

Recent 
<= 20 yr Extant

Poss. 
Extirp. Extirp.

Southern Cottonwood Willow Riparian 
Forest

Southern Cottonwood Willow Riparian Forest

G3

S3.2

None

None

12

520

111
S:5

0 0 1 0 3 1 5 0 2 0 3

Southern Dune Scrub

Southern Dune Scrub

G1

S1.1

None

None

13

13

10
S:1

0 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 0

Southern Foredunes

Southern Foredunes

G2

S2.1

None

None

13

13

23
S:2

0 1 1 0 0 0 2 0 2 0 0

Southern Interior Cypress Forest

Southern Interior Cypress Forest

G2

S2.1

None

None

2,000

2,500

24
S:2

1 0 0 0 0 1 1 1 2 0 0

Southern Riparian Scrub

Southern Riparian Scrub

G3

S3.2

None

None

1,070

1,070

56
S:1

0 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 1 0 0

Southern Sycamore Alder Riparian 
Woodland

Southern Sycamore Alder Riparian 
Woodland

G4

S4

None

None

160

1,850

230
S:23

0 0 0 0 1 22 23 0 22 0 1

Southern Willow Scrub

Southern Willow Scrub

G3

S2.1

None

None

370

370

45
S:1

0 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 1 0 0

Spea hammondii

western spadefoot

G3

S3

None

None

BLM_S-Sensitive
CDFW_SSC-Species 
of Special Concern
IUCN_NT-Near 
Threatened

440

1,221

449
S:8

0 2 0 0 0 6 4 4 8 0 0

Sternula antillarum browni

California least tern

G4T2T3Q

S2

Endangered

Endangered

CDFW_FP-Fully 
Protected
NABCI_RWL-Red 
Watch List

68
S:2

0 0 0 0 0 2 2 0 2 0 0

Streptocephalus woottoni

Riverside fairy shrimp

G1G2

S1S2

Endangered

None

IUCN_EN-Endangered 700

1,000

82
S:2

0 1 0 0 0 1 0 2 2 0 0

Suaeda esteroa

estuary seablite

G3

S2

None

None

Rare Plant Rank - 1B.2 3

3

23
S:4

0 0 0 0 0 4 3 1 4 0 0

Symphyotrichum defoliatum

San Bernardino aster

G2

S2

None

None

Rare Plant Rank - 1B.2
BLM_S-Sensitive
USFS_S-Sensitive

76
S:4

0 0 0 0 3 1 4 0 1 0 3

Taricha torosa

Coast Range newt

G4

S4

None

None

CDFW_SSC-Species 
of Special Concern

1,800

2,040

71
S:2

0 2 0 0 0 0 0 2 2 0 0

Report Printed on Monday, November 21, 2016

Page 11 of 12Commercial Version -- Dated October, 30 2016 -- Biogeographic Data Branch

Information Expires 4/30/2017

Summary Table Report
California Department of Fish and Wildlife

California Natural Diversity Database



Elev. Element Occ. Ranks Population Status Presence

Name (Scientific/Common)
CNDDB 
Ranks
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(Fed/State) Other Lists
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> 20 yr

Recent 
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Poss. 
Extirp. Extirp.

Taxidea taxus

American badger

G5

S3

None

None

CDFW_SSC-Species 
of Special Concern
IUCN_LC-Least 
Concern

75

75

517
S:1

0 0 0 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 0

Thamnophis hammondii

two-striped gartersnake

G4

S3S4

None

None

BLM_S-Sensitive
CDFW_SSC-Species 
of Special Concern
IUCN_LC-Least 
Concern
USFS_S-Sensitive

160

1,225

148
S:5

0 2 2 1 0 0 1 4 5 0 0

Tryonia imitator

mimic tryonia (=California brackishwater 
snail)

G2

S2

None

None

IUCN_DD-Data 
Deficient

0

0

39
S:1

0 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 1 0 0

Valley Needlegrass Grassland

Valley Needlegrass Grassland

G3

S3.1

None

None

500

500

45
S:1

0 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 1 0 0

Verbesina dissita

big-leaved crownbeard

G1G2

S1

Threatened

Threatened

Rare Plant Rank - 1B.1
SB_RSABG-Rancho 
Santa Ana Botanic 
Garden

500

800

2
S:2

0 2 0 0 0 0 0 2 2 0 0

Vireo bellii pusillus

least Bell's vireo

G5T2

S2

Endangered

Endangered

IUCN_NT-Near 
Threatened
NABCI_YWL-Yellow 
Watch List

10

835

472
S:35

3 9 7 5 0 11 1 34 35 0 0
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October 16, 2019

United States Department of the Interior
FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE

Carlsbad Fish And Wildlife Office
2177 Salk Avenue - Suite 250

Carlsbad, CA 92008-7385
Phone: (760) 431-9440 Fax: (760) 431-5901

http://www.fws.gov/carlsbad/

In Reply Refer To: 
Consultation Code: 08ECAR00-2020-SLI-0084 
Event Code: 08ECAR00-2020-E-00195  
Project Name: I-5 PA/ED Project (I-405 to SR-55)
 
Subject: List of threatened and endangered species that may occur in your proposed project 

location, and/or may be affected by your proposed project

To Whom It May Concern:

The enclosed species list identifies threatened, endangered, and proposed species, designated 
critical habitat, and candidate species that may occur within the boundary of your proposed 
project and/or may be affected by your proposed project. The species list fulfills the requirements 
of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) under section 7(c) of the Endangered Species Act 
(Act) of 1973, as amended (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.).

New information based on updated surveys, changes in the abundance and distribution of 
species, changed habitat conditions, or other factors could change this list. Please feel free to 
contact us if you need more current information or assistance regarding the potential impacts to 
federally proposed, listed, and candidate species and federally designated and proposed critical 
habitat. Please note that under 50 CFR 402.12(e) of the regulations implementing section 7 of the 
Act, the accuracy of this species list should be verified after 90 days. This verification can be 
completed formally or informally as desired. The Service recommends that verification be 
completed by visiting the ECOS-IPaC website at regular intervals during project planning and 
implementation for updates to species lists and information. An updated list may be requested 
through the ECOS-IPaC system by completing the same process used to receive the enclosed list.

The purpose of the Act is to provide a means whereby threatened and endangered species and the 
ecosystems upon which they depend may be conserved. Under sections 7(a)(1) and 7(a)(2) of the 
Act and its implementing regulations (50 CFR 402 et seq.), Federal agencies are required to 
utilize their authorities to carry out programs for the conservation of threatened and endangered 
species and to determine whether projects may affect threatened and endangered species and/or 
designated critical habitat.

http://www.fws.gov/carlsbad/
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▪

A Biological Assessment is required for construction projects (or other undertakings having 
similar physical impacts) that are major Federal actions significantly affecting the quality of the 
human environment as defined in the National Environmental Policy Act (42 U.S.C. 4332(2) 
(c)). For projects other than major construction activities, the Service suggests that a biological 
evaluation similar to a Biological Assessment be prepared to determine whether the project may 
affect listed or proposed species and/or designated or proposed critical habitat. Recommended 
contents of a Biological Assessment are described at 50 CFR 402.12.

If a Federal agency determines, based on the Biological Assessment or biological evaluation, that 
listed species and/or designated critical habitat may be affected by the proposed project, the 
agency is required to consult with the Service pursuant to 50 CFR 402. In addition, the Service 
recommends that candidate species, proposed species and proposed critical habitat be addressed 
within the consultation. More information on the regulations and procedures for section 7 
consultation, including the role of permit or license applicants, can be found in the "Endangered 
Species Consultation Handbook" at:

http://www.fws.gov/endangered/esa-library/pdf/TOC-GLOS.PDF

Please be aware that bald and golden eagles are protected under the Bald and Golden Eagle 
Protection Act (16 U.S.C. 668 et seq.), and projects affecting these species may require 
development of an eagle conservation plan (http://www.fws.gov/windenergy/ 
eagle_guidance.html). Additionally, wind energy projects should follow the wind energy 
guidelines (http://www.fws.gov/windenergy/) for minimizing impacts to migratory birds and 
bats.

Guidance for minimizing impacts to migratory birds for projects including communications 
towers (e.g., cellular, digital television, radio, and emergency broadcast) can be found at: http:// 
www.fws.gov/migratorybirds/CurrentBirdIssues/Hazards/towers/towers.htm; http:// 
www.towerkill.com; and http://www.fws.gov/migratorybirds/CurrentBirdIssues/Hazards/towers/ 
comtow.html.

We appreciate your concern for threatened and endangered species. The Service encourages 
Federal agencies to include conservation of threatened and endangered species into their project 
planning to further the purposes of the Act. Please include the Consultation Tracking Number in 
the header of this letter with any request for consultation or correspondence about your project 
that you submit to our office.

Attachment(s):

Official Species List
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Official Species List
This list is provided pursuant to Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act, and fulfills the 
requirement for Federal agencies to "request of the Secretary of the Interior information whether 
any species which is listed or proposed to be listed may be present in the area of a proposed 
action".

This species list is provided by:

Carlsbad Fish And Wildlife Office
2177 Salk Avenue - Suite 250
Carlsbad, CA 92008-7385
(760) 431-9440
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Project Summary
Consultation Code: 08ECAR00-2020-SLI-0084

Event Code: 08ECAR00-2020-E-00195

Project Name: I-5 PA/ED Project (I-405 to SR-55)

Project Type: TRANSPORTATION

Project Description: I-5 Widening

Project Location:
Approximate location of the project can be viewed in Google Maps: https:// 
www.google.com/maps/place/33.69349959849617N117.77082200777468W

Counties: Orange, CA

https://www.google.com/maps/place/33.69349959849617N117.77082200777468W
https://www.google.com/maps/place/33.69349959849617N117.77082200777468W
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1.

Endangered Species Act Species
There is a total of 13 threatened, endangered, or candidate species on this species list.

Species on this list should be considered in an effects analysis for your project and could include 
species that exist in another geographic area. For example, certain fish may appear on the species 
list because a project could affect downstream species.

IPaC does not display listed species or critical habitats under the sole jurisdiction of NOAA 
Fisheries , as USFWS does not have the authority to speak on behalf of NOAA and the 
Department of Commerce.

See the "Critical habitats" section below for those critical habitats that lie wholly or partially 
within your project area under this office's jurisdiction. Please contact the designated FWS office 
if you have questions.

NOAA Fisheries, also known as the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS), is an 
office of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration within the Department of 
Commerce.

Mammals
NAME STATUS

Pacific Pocket Mouse Perognathus longimembris pacificus
No critical habitat has been designated for this species.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/8080

Endangered

1

https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/8080
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Birds
NAME STATUS

California Least Tern Sterna antillarum browni
No critical habitat has been designated for this species.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/8104

Endangered

Coastal California Gnatcatcher Polioptila californica californica
There is final critical habitat for this species. Your location is outside the critical habitat.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/8178

Threatened

Least Bell's Vireo Vireo bellii pusillus
There is final critical habitat for this species. Your location is outside the critical habitat.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/5945

Endangered

Light-footed Clapper Rail Rallus longirostris levipes
No critical habitat has been designated for this species.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/6035

Endangered

Southwestern Willow Flycatcher Empidonax traillii extimus
There is final critical habitat for this species. Your location is outside the critical habitat.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/6749

Endangered

Western Snowy Plover Charadrius nivosus nivosus
Population: Pacific Coast population DPS-U.S.A. (CA, OR, WA), Mexico (within 50 miles of 
Pacific coast)
There is final critical habitat for this species. Your location is outside the critical habitat.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/8035

Threatened

Amphibians
NAME STATUS

Arroyo (=arroyo Southwestern) Toad Anaxyrus californicus
There is final critical habitat for this species. Your location is outside the critical habitat.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/3762

Endangered

Crustaceans
NAME STATUS

Riverside Fairy Shrimp Streptocephalus woottoni
There is final critical habitat for this species. Your location is outside the critical habitat.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/8148

Endangered

https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/8104
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/8178
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/5945
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/6035
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/6749
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/8035
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/3762
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/8148
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Flowering Plants
NAME STATUS

Big-leaved Crownbeard Verbesina dissita
No critical habitat has been designated for this species.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/8049

Threatened

Laguna Beach Liveforever Dudleya stolonifera
No critical habitat has been designated for this species.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/7919

Threatened

Santa Monica Mountains Dudleyea Dudleya cymosa ssp. ovatifolia
No critical habitat has been designated for this species.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/2538

Threatened

Thread-leaved Brodiaea Brodiaea filifolia
There is final critical habitat for this species. Your location is outside the critical habitat.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/6087

Threatened

Critical habitats
THERE ARE NO CRITICAL HABITATS WITHIN YOUR PROJECT AREA UNDER THIS OFFICE'S 
JURISDICTION.

https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/8049
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/7919
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/2538
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/6087
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Accessed for FED 8.2.19 by Caltrans CW 

Quad Name Tustin 

Quad Number 33117-F7 

ESA Anadromous Fish 

SONCC Coho ESU (T) -  

CCC Coho ESU (E) -  

CC Chinook Salmon ESU (T) -  

CVSR Chinook Salmon ESU (T) -  

SRWR Chinook Salmon ESU (E) -  

NC Steelhead DPS (T) -  

CCC Steelhead DPS (T) -  

SCCC Steelhead DPS (T) -  

SC Steelhead DPS (E) - X 

CCV Steelhead DPS (T) -  

Eulachon (T) -  

sDPS Green Sturgeon (T) -  

ESA Anadromous Fish Critical Habitat 

SONCC Coho Critical Habitat -  

CCC Coho Critical Habitat -  

CC Chinook Salmon Critical Habitat -  

CVSR Chinook Salmon Critical Habitat -  

SRWR Chinook Salmon Critical Habitat -  

NC Steelhead Critical Habitat -  

CCC Steelhead Critical Habitat -  

SCCC Steelhead Critical Habitat -  

SC Steelhead Critical Habitat -  

CCV Steelhead Critical Habitat -  

Eulachon Critical Habitat -  

sDPS Green Sturgeon Critical Habitat -  

ESA Marine Invertebrates 

Range Black Abalone (E) -  

Range White Abalone (E) -  



ESA Marine Invertebrates Critical Habitat 

Black Abalone Critical Habitat - 

ESA Sea Turtles 

East Pacific Green Sea Turtle (T) -  

Olive Ridley Sea Turtle (T/E) -  

Leatherback Sea Turtle (E) -  

North Pacific Loggerhead Sea Turtle (E) -  

ESA Whales 

Blue Whale (E) -  

Fin Whale (E) -  

Humpback Whale (E) -  

Southern Resident Killer Whale (E) -  

North Pacific Right Whale (E) -  

Sei Whale (E) -  

Sperm Whale (E) -  

ESA Pinnipeds 

Guadalupe Fur Seal (T) -  

Essential Fish Habitat 

Coho EFH -  

Chinook Salmon EFH -  

Groundfish EFH -  

Coastal Pelagics EFH -  

Highly Migratory Species EFH -  

MMPA Species (See list at left) 

ESA and MMPA Cetaceans/Pinnipeds 
See list at left and consult Monica DeAngelis 
monica.deangelis@noaa.gov 
562-980-3232 

MMPA Cetaceans -  



MMPA Pinnipeds -  

Quad Name El Toro 

Quad Number 33117-F6 

ESA Anadromous Fish 

SONCC Coho ESU (T) -  

CCC Coho ESU (E) -  

CC Chinook Salmon ESU (T) -  

CVSR Chinook Salmon ESU (T) -  

SRWR Chinook Salmon ESU (E) -  

NC Steelhead DPS (T) -  

CCC Steelhead DPS (T) -  

SCCC Steelhead DPS (T) -  

SC Steelhead DPS (E) - X 

CCV Steelhead DPS (T) -  

Eulachon (T) -  

sDPS Green Sturgeon (T) -  

ESA Anadromous Fish Critical Habitat 

SONCC Coho Critical Habitat -  

CCC Coho Critical Habitat -  

CC Chinook Salmon Critical Habitat -  

CVSR Chinook Salmon Critical Habitat -  

SRWR Chinook Salmon Critical Habitat -  

NC Steelhead Critical Habitat -  

CCC Steelhead Critical Habitat -  

SCCC Steelhead Critical Habitat -  

SC Steelhead Critical Habitat -  

CCV Steelhead Critical Habitat -  

Eulachon Critical Habitat -  

sDPS Green Sturgeon Critical Habitat -  

ESA Marine Invertebrates 

Range Black Abalone (E) -  

Range White Abalone (E) -  



ESA Marine Invertebrates Critical Habitat 

Black Abalone Critical Habitat - 

ESA Sea Turtles 

East Pacific Green Sea Turtle (T) -  

Olive Ridley Sea Turtle (T/E) -  

Leatherback Sea Turtle (E) -  

North Pacific Loggerhead Sea Turtle (E) -  

ESA Whales 

Blue Whale (E) -  

Fin Whale (E) -  

Humpback Whale (E) -  

Southern Resident Killer Whale (E) -  

North Pacific Right Whale (E) -  

Sei Whale (E) -  

Sperm Whale (E) -  

ESA Pinnipeds 

Guadalupe Fur Seal (T) -  

Essential Fish Habitat 

Coho EFH -  

Chinook Salmon EFH -  

Groundfish EFH -  

Coastal Pelagics EFH -  

Highly Migratory Species EFH -  

MMPA Species (See list at left) 

ESA and MMPA Cetaceans/Pinnipeds 
See list at left and consult Monica DeAngelis 
monica.deangelis@noaa.gov 
562-980-3232 
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