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If applicable, describe any of the project’s areas of controversy known to the Lead Agency, including issues raised by
agencies and the public.

Provide a list of the responsible or trustee agencies for the project.


	Print Form Button: 
	Text Field: 2018031066
	Project Title: General Plan Review and Zoning Ordinance Update - Final EIR
	Lead Agency: Fresno County
	Contact Name: Chris Motta
	Email: cmotta@fresnocountyca.gov
	Phone Number: 5596004497
	Project Location:               n/a                                                                                      Fresno County
	Project Description: The revised General Plan is intended to build on the major policies of the current 2000 General Plan but expand and strengthen them to meet the challenges and community needs through planning horizon year 2042. The revised General Plan would accommodate County population growth projected through 2042. The revised General Plan seeks to preserve agricultural land and natural resources; conserve public spaces and recreational resources; promote the wellbeing of County residents; maintain economic vitality and balance; and direct land use policies that enable sustainable and forecasted growth in the County. The revisions include only minimal changes to the land use designations and land use maps in the existing 2000 General Plan. The majority of revisions are to goals, policies, and implementation programs of the General Plan. The revision also includes addressing laws affecting the General Plan, including the addition of an Environmental Justice Element to the General Plan Policy Document. 
 
The project includes updating the Fresno County Zoning Ordinance to be consistent with the proposed revisions to General Plan. Components of the Zoning Ordinance update that could result in physical changes to the environment include the revisions to the regulations for accessory dwelling units, density bonus and other State-mandated changes to California Zoning law which became effective since the adoption of the 2000 General Plan.

	Project's Effects: -Agriculture: the project could result in the conversion of Farmland or forestland to non-agricultural use. Evaluate soil type, existing crop history and access to surface irrigation water to support the non-viability of the land for agricultural use. Encourage the State of California Department of Conservation to update its Important Farmland Map.
-Air Quality: Emissions generated by the project would conflict with the 2016 Ozone Plan and 2018 PM2.5 Plan, be above thresholds, and expose sensitive receptors to pollutant concentrations. Implement architectural coating reactive organic gases content limits, diesel engine tier requirements, setback requirements, and valley fever mitigation.
-Biological Resources: the project could impact special-status species. Implement nesting bird mitigaiton.
-Cultural Resources: project could impact built environment historic resources and archaeological resources. Implement architectural history evaluation and archaeological resources study program.
-Geology and Soils: impacts to paleontological resources would be significant and unavoidable and there are no feasible mitigation measures. 
-Greenhouse gas emissions: the project would exceed efficiency thresholds. Fund a GHG inventory and prepare/implement a climate action plan.
-Noise: high construction vibration could be significant. Implement construction vibration control measures.
-Transportation: VMT increase would be significant. Implement a VMT threshold and transportation demand management programs.
-Wildfire: Impacts would be significant and unavoidable considering project proximity to Fire Hazard Severity Zones. No feasible mitigation.
	Areas of Controversy: None
	List of Agencies: None


